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     Did you ever stop and realize that there is no earthly gain that can ever 

really satisfy us? Think of winning the Lotto. On this side of the winning tick-

et, it’s all about the money, the new car, house, vacations, bank accounts, 

and infinite pleasures. The possibility of acquiring all of these earthly securi-

ties brings us back again and again to the purchase of a ticket. Then, one 

day we win! Our dreams are fulfilled, and happiness is on the horizon. Then 

one day, we wake up and realize that nothing has really changed, and I am 

not as satisfied as I thought I was or would be. I find myself living in my in-

completeness and with my profound sorrow and grief. I did not find joy.�

     Glimpses of joy are possible but not by material means. They are 

brought to us through incredible experiences of connection that bring us 

face to face with real and authentic faith, hope, and love. And, they are 

glimpses and do not last. The moment we find ourselves looking back at 

them, they are gone, and we find ourselves remembering the moment in 

memory. To carry joy within us is to realize that it is not something I create, 

manufacture or even acquire. It is not able to be purchased. It is a gift. My 

need for joy mirrors my need for eternity, for a Creator who has a claim on 

the very essence of who I am and desires a home within me. As C. S. Lewis 

discovered, joy is a surprise that speaks to my very soul and is given as gift by the God who loves me.�

     The beauty of Advent is found in discovering the beauty of the gift of joy. God has visited his people for 

no other reason than to show them where and how to find joy! All of our human and earthly joy experiences 

are always only glimpses. They never satisfy us, sustain us or fulfill us. It is only God who is the joy of my 

soul. Real, Divine experiences of joy catch us off guard, make us stop and become aware, bring a feeling of 

awe and rightness and have an eternal Otherness about them. Nothing created by humans can ever come 

close to this. We probably will not fully realize the truth of all of this until we actually meet God face to face in 

heaven one day. Then, in that sacred moment when our hearts leap for joy we will understand what we have 

been tirelessly searching for all along. Intense gratitude will most surely follow.�

The Light is On For YOU!  Celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation any Saturday be-

tween 3:00 pm and 3:45 pm or call the office to schedule an appointment.  Due to COVID, 

we will not have a specific Reconciliation outside of the Saturdays before Christmas.  

Come cleanse your soul in preparation to receive the Guest, the Christ Child, who comes 

to us at Christmas.�

Christmas Mass Schedule�NOTE:  NO 8:30 am Mass on Dec. 24, 25, Dec. 31 and Jan. 1�

Dec. 24      No 8:30 am Mass    Christmas Vigil    4:00 pm� �

Dec. 25      Christmas Day     9:00 am HFV, 9:00  & 11:00 am  St. Alphonsus�St. Clement �

� � � � � � � � � � � �        Church�

Dec. 31       Morning Mass   9:00 am (No 8:30 am Mass) �

                   Mary Mother of God  Vigil   7:00 pm�

Jan. 1�        Mary Mother of  God  9:00 am HFV, 9:00  & 11:00 am  St. Alphonsus��

� � � � � � � � � �         St. Clement Church�
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Saturday, Dec. 12�            4:00 pm                     Fr. Greg�

�

+Khalil Batayeh by Julie Rohr & Ken Jodouin�

+Shirley Burger by Daughters�

+Thomas Santocke by Wife�

+Joseph Litavec by Virginia Mann�

+Richard, Stella & Frank Rzepka by Family�

Sunday, Dec. 13�

�  � �        9:00 am (HFV Chapel)             Fr. Greg�

+Mary McNeely�Taylor by Madelena Caylor�

� � � �   9:00 am� �          Fr. Linus�

+Mary Senn by Shawn & Kathy Roskowski�

Hlth Clara Hylenski by Matthew & Madeline Keller�

Spec. Int. Matthew Keller Family by Children�

Spec. Int. Michael Delagarza by Family�

Spec. Int. David Delagarza by Family�

Spec. Int. Rachel Zundel by Family�

 �

                                  11:00 am                            Fr. Linus�

+Giulio Paniccia by Mary Ellen Thielen�

Living & Decd. Members of Joseph & Gertrude Burger�

Deceased Ruffin Family by Grace Ruffin�

� � �

Monday, Dec. 14�            8:30 am                    Fr. Greg�

+Stanley & Sophie (Peters) Piotrowski by Daughter�

Tuesday, Dec. 15�            8:30 am                   Fr. Linus�

+Vincent Johnston (ann) by Pat Durham�

Thursday  Dec. 17               8:30 am                   Fr. Linus�

�

+Mary McNeely�Taylor by Family�

Friday, Dec. 18 �            8:30 am                    Fr. Linus�

Hlth Karen Nizol by M. Filip�

�

Saturday, Dec. 19�            4:00 pm                    Fr. Linus�

+Judith A. Kilian (ann) by Mother & Family�

+Brenda Mitchell (ann) by Family�

+Thomas Santocke by Wife�

+Richard, Stella & Frank Rzepka by Family�

�

Sunday, Dec. 20�

�  � �        9:00 am (HFV Chapel)           Fr. Linus�

+Living & Deceased Residents of HFV�

� � � �   9:00 am� �         Fr. Greg�

+Sr. Mary Willard by Bechard Family�

Spec. Int. Long Family by Children�

Health & Healing Zachary Hodge by M. Filip�

 �

                                  11:00 am                           Fr. Greg�

+Adam & Mary Szura by Family�

�

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK �

     Especially with regard to living the Gospel, 

we are not alone. A great cloud of witnesses 

journey with us offering us inspiration, wisdom, 

intercession, and support. We look to them for 

the example of perseverance we desperately 

need in order to be faithful, and for what it 

means to “walk the talk!” The Beatitudes are 

indeed a blessed vision that people hunger to 

hear and embrace. But, they also clearly re-

mind us that following Jesus is difficult. Pov-

erty of spirit, meekness, mercy, and peace 

making are not virtues readily accepted by the 

world. Pursuing a purity of heart and acknowl-

edging the hunger of our souls require not only 

a courageous stance, but a single�minded de-

votion to God. And, after going against the 

grain of the world and meeting resistance 

along the way, the true disciple may find them-

selves persecuted and paying a high price. 

Look to all the saints for the secret to happi-

       Please join us each 

Monday at 6:30 pm to re-

cite the Rosary and pray 

for our world.  We meet in 

Fr. Yagley Hall.  �

�

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is kicking 

off its annual food drive�this month.� We will dis-

tribute food boxes�to those in need for Christ-

mas.  Please place your non�perishable, non�

expired food items�in the collection barrel in the 

vestibule of the church. You may also drop off 

your donations at the parish office. Thank you 

for your generosity and� support.���

To ensure we receive the items we need the 

most, we ask that you provide the following 

foods based on your last name, as follows:�

Last Name Begins With:�

�

A�F � Peanut Butter, Jelly, Powdered/

Boxed Milk�

G�L � Bagged Rice, Instant Potatoes, Hot 

& Cold Cereal�

M�S� Canned Soups (Meat & Vegetarian, 

Tuna)�

T�Z� Spaghetti, Spaghetti Sauce, Maca-

roni & Cheese�

�

     In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist 

says, “I am the voice of one crying in 

the desert; make straight the way of 

the Lord”.  Let us ask for the grace to 

help others to know the love of the 

Lord.   �

     Christmas is a time of love and gift giv-

ing...please give to the Society of St. Vincent 

de Paul so that those who do not have 

clothes and food can share in the blessings 

of Christmas.�

�

�

Our 2020 CSA target is $43,933 and we have 

now raised $38,221�87% of our target.  We still 

need your help to meet our goal.  Please 

prayerfully consider making a donation to meet 

our goal.  Donate directly to the Archdiocese of 

Detroit, drop you CSA card & donation in the 

collection basked or bring it to the Parish of-

fice.  �

Monetary Christmas Gifts�

     All donations marked as “Christmas” and given 

between December 10 and January 10 or given on 

Christmas, are not assessed the 7% Archdiocesan 

tax.  Your gift remains with the parish 100%.  Your 

gift will be recorded on your family donor statement 

for the year it was received.  �

Live Stream Mass from St. Alphonsus�St. Clement...we are excited to announce that coming soon, 

weekend Mass will be available on live stream from our church.  Preparations are being made now to start 

sometime before Christmas.  Information will be posted on the parish website www.stals�stclem.org as it 

becomes available.  In this way, those who are unable to attend Mass in person during the pandemic, can 

remain connected with our parish family by participating in the Mass online. �
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Pray for the Sick of the Parish.   St. Joseph, 

help of the sick, pray for them.�

Luigi Aronne, Eugene Bernard, Kathleen Bitonti, 

Deacon Steve Bussa, Louis & Giorgina Cascardo, 

Maria Cercone, Catherine Cody, Jerry Coogan, Barb 

Delgado, Evelyn Derengowski, Betty Fisher, Betty 

Fucinari, Mary Furioso, Peggy Goodart, Geri Had-

dad, Thomas Horvath, Jeranne Jackson, Margaret 

Javor, Virginia Karvelis, Marie Kobane, Kimberly 

Kucel, Walter Kucel, Jan Lawrence, Robert Lijaj, Jan Majewski, Tony 

Mardarski, Phyllis Marek, Bernadine Mistor, Mary Mitchell,  Lois 

Mueller Kavanaugh, Frank Palmeri, Maria Nino, Henry Perle, Jennifer 

Przepiora, Diane Raymond, Serafina Romano, Pearly Ruffin, Dana 

Slepsky, Margaret Smith, Rosario Aleta So, Judith Stafford, Greg Sta-

wara, Chuck Stevens, Martha Stott, Marcy Tarlow,  Albert Toccaceli, 

Joshua Yeager, Christine Zemke, The Parishioners of HFV Assisted 

Living and Health Care.   �

Please notify the Parish office for changes to our prayer list. �

Make a difference.  

“Every dollar makes a differ-

ence in covering our expens-

es”, says a Trappist abbot.  

Hundreds of US religious 

communities struggle to pro-

vide  for aging members be-

cause most senior Catholic 

sisters, brothers and religious 

order priests served for little pay.  Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Re-

ligious helps these communities bridge the gap, offering support for medi-

cations, nursing care and other necessities.  Please be generous.�

�

Sister Mary Willard Reagan, OP…...Sr. 

Mary Willard, baptized Elizabeth Reagan, died on 

Tuesday, Dec. 1, 2020 at the age of 95 and in the 

76th year of her religious profession in the Adrian 

Dominican Congregation.  Sr. Willard was born in 

Detroit to Willard and Mary Agnes (Dixon( Reagan.  

She graduated from St. Joseph Academy in Adri-

an, received a Bachelor of Philosophy degree in 

History from Siena Heights College (University) in 

Adrian and earned a Master of Arts degree in His-

tory from Catholic University in Washington, D.C.�

     Sister was an elementary teacher for 6 years at St. Edmund School in 

Oak Park, IL.  She ministered in secondary education for 54 years in Port 

Huron, Dearborn and Detroit Michigan.  Her ministry includes 8 years as 

a teacher at Dominican High School and 3 years as principal at Rosary 

High School, both Adrian Dominican Congregation schools located in De-

troit.  She was guidance counselor at St. Alphonsus High School in Dear-

born for 33 years (1970�2003).  Sister became a resident of the Domini-

can Life Center in Adrian in 2004.  �

     During her time at St. Alphonsus, she touched the lives of many stu-

dents and is fondly remembered for her insightful guidance and keen 

sense of humor.  She was a member of the committee that in 1998 got 

the parish complex designated as a state historical site. �

Acts of Spiritual �

Communion�

     It has 

long been 

a Catholic 

under-

standing 

that when 

circum-

stances 

prevent 

one from 

receiving 

Holy Communion, it is possible 

to make an Act of Spiritual 

Communion which is a source 

of grace.  Spiritual Communion 

means uniting one’s self in 

prayer with Christ’s sacrifice 

and worshipping him in his 

Body and Blood. The most 

common reason for making an 

Act of Spiritual Communion is 

when a person cannot attend 

Mass.  Acts of Spiritual Com-

munion increase our desire to 

receive sacramental Commun-

ion and help us avoid the sin 

that would make us unable to 

receive Holy Communion wor-

thily.�

Prayer for Spiritual �

Communion�

My Jesus, I believe that 

you are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament.  �

I love you above all things 

and I desire to receive you 

in my soul.  �

Since I cannot at this mo-

ment receive you sacra-

mentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart. �

I embrace you as if you 

were already there and 

unite myself wholly to you.  �

Never permit me to be 

separated from you.  

Amen.�

�

     May God grant you peace 

and health during this time of 

great and unprecedented 

need. I pray you find comfort in 

knowing that God will never 

leave you nor forsake you.   �
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      We have received a com-

munication from Archbishop 

Vigneron regarding the dispen-

sation from the obligation of 

attending Sunday Mass. The 

dispensation is extended until �

February 17, 2021. �

     We encourage you to come and join your 

parish family in celebrating Mass on Sunday. 

Sunday Mass and keeping the Lord’s Day 

holy, is still an obligation for all. Those who 

are in compromising health conditions i.e. 

immune compromised, the elderly, recent 

travel out of state, not feeling well, heart or 

lung disease, diabetes are asked to still stay 

home. However, healthy individuals, will be 

required to keep the Sunday obligation. 

What does that mean? �

     If you do not attend Mass you still have 

an obligation to watch Sunday Mass by live�

stream, television or other means, to keep 

holy the Lord’s Day. Many folks are now 

transitioning from being isolated in their 

homes to becoming involved in more public 

activities following all of the protocols neces-

sary to be safe and healthy.  Catholics who 

engage in other activities that would pre-

sent a similar or greater risk of contami-

nation (eating out at restaurants, traveling, 

non�essential shopping, widening one’s cir-

cle of contacts, engaging in sports activities 

as a participant or observer etc.) should 

begin to return to Sunday Mass as they 

are able.  “How can I repay the LORD for all 

of His goodness…”( Psalm 116:12). �

     St. Alphonsus�St. Clement Parish, has 

been following all of the safety and health 

protocols established by the state, i.e. re-

quirement of wearing a mask, social distanc-

ing, disinfecting the church after each ser-

vice. Therefore, one should feel safe return-

ing to Mass on Sunday. Currently, we are 

still required to allow only 25% capacity for 

public worship. We have not reached attend-

ance capacity at the scheduled Masses. �

     We continue to worship at the usual 

Mass times, Saturday 4:00 p.m.; Sunday 

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m..  If for some rea-

son you still do not feel comfortable attend-

ing the Sunday Mass, there are still opportu-

nities to attend daily Mass on Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8:30 

am.  Confessions are held on Saturday at 

3:00 p.m. �

     We ask you continue to use common 

sense, stay healthy and safe, and “repay the 

Lord for all of His goodness!  Fr. Greg and I 

Miss YOU!�

Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments �

A Constant Companion�

     As Christians, we are called to a life of prayer. This is not 

just during seasons like Advent, but all year long. When we 

talk about being prayerful everyday stewards, we are 

speaking about cultivating an awareness of God being with 

us at all times. Each day we begin by offering God the en-

tirety of our day. Each night we rest in Him and hope that 

the hours that passed gave Him glory.�

     During this busy time of Advent, it is hard to cultivate this 

life of prayer, but without it we can too easily lose sight of 

the reason for the season. It is during this time of year we 

need to heed the words of St. Paul more than ever when he 

wrote to the Thessalonians, “Rejoice always. Pray without 

ceasing.” This is how we will be able to avoid the pitfalls of 

consumerism and secularism and keep our eyes fixed on 

Jesus.�

     Bring Jesus with you into the office Christmas party. 

Take him with you shopping for gifts in the department 

store. Be aware of him when you sit down to watch televi-

sion specials you have seen every year of your life. Give 

him all your time and let his presence fill your every mo-

ment. By striving to be connecting with Jesus at all times, 

you will bear greater fruit and the joy you experience will be 

much greater than you could imagine. You might even 

spend a few less dollars and spend more time with those 

you love, particularly the one who loves you the most, the 

Incarnation himself.               ~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS~�

�

Christmas Giving Tree in the �

COVID Era�

     During this global pandemic, the 

St. Vincent de Paul Society is seek-

ing a safer way to help our neigh-

bors in need during the holidays. 

This year, instead of putting up our 

usual Christmas Tree with gift re-

quests from children in our commu-

nity, the St. Alphonsus�St. Clement 

SVDP conference will distribute gift 

cards.  If you wish to participate, you 

may purchase one or more gift 

cards from Meijer, Target or 

Walmart for $25 and drop them in the SVDP poor box or at 

the parish office. If you prefer not to shop at all, we would 

appreciate some extra funding so we can purchase as 

many gift cards as needed to cover all of our requests. 

Simply put a check or cash in an envelope labeled 

'Christmas gift cards' and leave it in the poor box or office.  

Please have your donations in by Sunday, December 13 so 

we'll know how many additional gift cards we need to pur-

chase. Thank you for your generosity and support!�

�

Incline Thine ear to our prayers, O Lord, we be-

seech Thee; and make bright the darkness of our 

minds by the grace of Thy visitation. Who lives and 

reigns, with�God the Father, in the unity of the Holy 

Ghost, God, world without end. Amen. �
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Stewardship Report�

�

� � w/e                        Year to Date 

Church      $0.00         $88,423 

HFV Chapel        $0.00                      $12,326 

  ________           _________ 

 

ACTUAL*            $0.00                     $100,749  

 

BUDGET               $5,000                         $100,000 

 

Bank Adjustment  _________�          __________�

�  �

VARIANCE                                    $749� �

  

No Stewardship Report Update for �

      Dec. 6, 2020�

� � �

 *Does not Include On-Line Giving  

   

To give on-line, please register on the Parish 

Website. 

St. Alphonsus�St. Clement Parish�

Church: 13540 Gould St., Dearborn, MI 48126�

Office: 7469 Calhoun St., Dearborn, MI 48126�

Office Phones:  (313) 581�5218 ~ 581�7495�

Fax:  (313) 581�4233�

Parish Website:  stals�stclem.org�

Email:  info@sta�stc.comcastbiz.net�

�

Henry Ford Village Chapel�

15101 Ford Rd., Dearborn, MI 48126�

Phone:  (313) 846�7712  ext. 1121�

�

Devotions�

R���	
: Monday 6:30 pm (Father Yagley Hall).�

P�	������ H���: Tuesday 9:00 am.�

H��
 H��	: 2

nd

 Wednesday 7:00 pm (HFV Chapel)�

E����	����� A��	�����: 1

st

 Friday 9:00 am.�

�

R�������������: Saturday 3 pm, or by appointment.�

B������: Registered Parishioners should call the Parish 

Office to schedule an appointment.�

M�		����: The couple must make arrangements�

at least 6 months prior to date of marriage.�

W�������: Fridays preferred; Saturday, prior to 1 pm.�

�

Parish Staff�

Pastor: Rev. Linus Kinyua�

Associate Pastor: Rev. Gregory Deters�

Pastoral Minister: Sr. Margaret Alandt, IHM�

Deacon Emeritus: Steve Bussa (HFV Chapel)�

Accountant: Dawn Peters�

Housekeeper: Denise Paniccia�

Maintenance: Frank Bechard�

Organist: Lawrence Zelanka & Adam Morency�

Secretary: Marilyn Filip�

�

Parish Council�

John Savage, Chairperson�

Annette Fiedor, Vice�Chairperson�

Jennie Sinatra, Secretary�

�

~ Parish Council Members ~�

Barbara Bechard, Colleen Charara,�

Matthew Keller, Karen Krepps�

Chester Lawrence,�

Debra Mroczka and Joseph Sullivan�

�

Parish Office Hours�

Monday through Thursday:  9 am until 3 pm;�

Friday:  9 am until Noon.�

�

�

Check Out Our New Website�

Our new and improved parish website contains 

current parish information. Please visit us at 

www.stals�stclem.org  for the latest details.�

Readings for the Week of Dec. 13�

�

Sunday: Is 61:1�2a, 10�11/Lk 1:46�48, 49�

50, 51�54 [Is 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16�24/Jn 1:6�

8, 19�28�

Monday: Nm 24:2�7, 15�17a/Ps 25:4�5ab, 6 

and 7bc, 8�9 [4]/Mt 21:23�27�

Tuesday: Zep 3:1�2, 9�13/Ps 34:2�3, 6�7, 17

�18, 19 and 23 [7a]/Mt 21:28�32�

Wednesday: Is 45:6b�8, 18, 21c�25/Ps 

85:9ab and 10, 11�12, 13�14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 

7:18b�23�

Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8�10/Ps 72:1�2, 3�4ab, 

7�8, 17 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:1�17�

Friday: Jer 23:5�8/Ps 72:1�2, 12�13, 18�19 

[cf. 7]/Mt 1:18�25�

Saturday: Jgs 13:2�7, 24�25a/Ps 71:3�4a, 5�

6ab, 16�17 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5�25�

If you have not done so, we invite you to 

register in the Parish.  Being a member 

of St. Alphonsus�St. Clement Parish 

gives you a home.  Please complete a 

registration form located at the exits of 

the church and drop in the  collection 

basket or call the office 313�581�5218.  Thank you.�

     Whenever your address, phone 

number or family status changes, 

please be sure to contact the par-

ish office and update your infor-

mation with us.  It is important 

that we keep our parish records 

up to date.   Phone 313�581�5218.�



www.stanleyturowskifuneralhome.com
(313) 562-5120

25509 W. Warren Ave • Dearborn Hts, MI 48127

Directors
Jeffrey Boleski • Scott Boleski • Todd Boleski

 SENATE
 Coney Island

313-441-1027
3345 Greenfield (at Rotunda)

Coupon good for 10% off

DEARBORN
23701 Ford Rd
(313) 278-5100

 TAYLOR
 23750 Goddard
(313) 291-1800

ALLEN PARK
5900 Allen Rd
(313) 928-2300

Stanley Turowski Funeral Home

 Jim & Chris Puzzuoli, Parish Member
 Family Owned for Over 30 Years

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • Shocks • Oil Change
Under Car Service • Custom Pipe Bending • Shuttle Avail.

14441 W. Warren, East Dearborn
584-8770     584-6060

AUTHORIZED
SERVICE CENTERS

PUZZUOLI’S

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0002

CHESTER C. LAWRENCE
313-730-9898
Attorney at Law

Wills, Trusts, Probate, Real Estate

14940 Michigan Ave.
Dearborn, Mi 48126

A Family Tradition 
Since 1964

Lunch & Dinner Specials
Banquet Facilities • Cocktails

9924 Dix
Dearborn, MI 48120

(313) 842-2100
“Great Employment Opportunities!”

LEO’S CONEY ISLAND
5575 Greenfield Rd. at Ford Rd • Dearborn

DINE-IN OPEN AND NOW HIRING ALL POSITIONS
Phone: 313-253-0200

20% OFF WITH THIS COUPON
Valid this location only • Not valid on any Breakfast specials  

Valid 1 coupon per family
OPEN 24 HOURS
 7 DAYS A WEEK

ST. C

Contact Tim Griffith to place an ad today! 
tgriffith@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6441

FRANK JASTRABEK’S
TREE SERVICE

Tree Trimming, removal,
Firewood, STump grinding

Insured, Senior Discounts
30 Yrs. Exp. • I.S.A. Certified Arborist

Free Estimate 734-266-4015
www.frankstree.com

NOW

13460 Northline Rd., Southgate, MI

(734) 285-0110
www.JabroCarpetOne.com

Mon, Thurs 10-8 | Tues-Wed-Fri 10-6 | Sat 9-5

 Offering Parishioner Discounts!

Turf Doctor
Ask For Mike Bozzo 313-928-5514

Fertilizing - Aeration
Weed & Insect Control-Seed

Discounts to Parishioners
www.turfdoctor.biz

 FREE Estimate 

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
24 Hr. Emergency Service

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

313-558-8757

St. Alphonsus - St. Clement
https://stals-stclem.weshareonline.org/


