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    If the salutation, “Merry Christmas,” is more than just the 

expected greeting we use today, then what is the “more” 

really all about? Today is a sacred day and the birth of 

Christ has changed not only history but how human beings 

perceive and relate with God. God has become one with 

humanity in the Person of Jesus Christ. All of these truths 

remain just pious sentiments unless they take flesh in the 

heart and soul of each one of us. We need to absorb and 

immerse ourselves in what is meant by these truths so that 

we can be changed by them. Today is born our Savior, 

Christ the Lord!�

    A woman once recounted her journey with poverty and 

how she went from “doing” for the poor to “being with” the 

poor. It’s transforming and life changing. It’s easy to simply 

give alms to those in need, and yet another thing to be with 

them in their poverty and become poor ourselves.     A 

change of the axis from vertical to horizon puts a whole new 

twist on things. Our souls understand the experience in 

ways that our minds simply cannot. Christmas requires this 

same change of axis.�

     It is one thing to sing out the words, “Joy to the World,” 

and quite another to experience that joy ourselves. Many 

have not experienced the full impact of that first Holy Night 

because they choose to keep the manager at a distance 

rather than make a home with the Holy One who resides 

there. The birth of Christ levels the playing field of life and we have to allow ourselves to be leveled. There is 

no way to truly be human unless we understand that God is with us and blesses every fiber of the human 

experience. We cannot be truly human unless we listen to the words of the Word Made Flesh and work so 

that justice and peace can be realized by all, and God’s sacred earth cared for and nurtured.  The axis of 

Christmas begins to shift when we realize it’s not about, “I and me,” but, “we and us,” and there’s an order 

and purpose to how God fashions and sustains things. The world hasn’t really given Christ a full shot yet to 

understand that Truth has been born in our midst. We pick and choose what suits us in the message and 

leave the rest behind.  What needs to change about you so that Christ can truly be born in you?�

Christmas Mass Schedule�NOTE:  NO 8:30 am Mass Dec. 24, 25, Dec. 31 and Jan. 1�

�

Dec. 24      No 8:30 am Mass    Christmas Vigil    4:00 pm� �

Dec. 25      Christmas Day     9:00 am HFV, 9:00  & 11:00 am  St. Alphonsus�St. Clement �

� � � � � � � � � � � �        Church�

Dec. 31       Morning Mass   9:00 am (No 8:30 am Mass) �

                   Mary Mother of God  Vigil   7:00 pm�

Jan. 1�*       Mary Mother of  God  9:00 am HFV, 9:00  & 11:00 am  St. Alphonsus��

� *January 1 is a Holy Day of Obligation                       �         St. Clement Church�
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Mass Intentions for the Week�

Saturday, Dec. 19�            4:00 pm                    Fr. Linus�

+Judith A. Kilian (ann) by Mother & Family�

+Brenda Mitchell (ann) by Family�

+Thomas Santocke by Wife�

+Richard, Stella & Frank Rzepka by Family�

Sunday, Dec. 20�

�  � �        9:00 am (HFV Chapel)           Fr. Linus�

Spec. Int. Rosemary Reid by Dorothy Baughman�

� � � �   9:00 am� �         Fr. Greg�

+Sr. Mary Willard by Bechard Family�

Spec. Int. Long Family by Children�

Health & Healing Zachary Hodge by M. Filip�

 �

                                  11:00 am                           Fr. Greg�

+Adam & Mary Szura by Family�

+Vincenzo & Giovanna Maura by L1�

� � �

Monday, Dec. 21�            8:30 am                    Fr. Linus�

+Helen Sochalski by St. Alphonsus�St. Clement Seniors�

�

Tuesday, Dec. 22�            8:30 am                    Fr. Greg�

+Eugene Genise (ann) by Family�

�

Thursday,  Dec. 24               4:00 pm                  Fr. Linus�

�

+Carlo Chimienti by Family�

+Dr. Andrew & Irene Gusfa by Family�

+Lawrence Carl by Denise Paniccia�

+Khalil Batayeh by Family�

Spec. Int. President Trump by Bechard Family�

�

Friday, Dec. 25 �

� � � � 9:00 am (HFV Chapel)     Fr.  Linus  �

Living & Deceased Residents of Henry Ford Village�            �

� � � �          9:00 am                      Fr. Greg�

+Cipolla & Rizzo Families by Fran Rizzo �

+Virginia Pichtino by Sister, Mary Taylor�

Spec. Int. President Trump by Bechard Family�

                                           11:00 am                    Fr. Greg�

+Stella Derkins by Phyllis Sryniawski�

+Norbert Turek by Family�

+Arcadio Sojico (ann) by Family�

Living & Deceased Members of So Chu Bee Family�

Spec. Int. President Trump by Bechard Family�

�

Saturday, Dec. 26�            4:00 pm                    Fr. Greg�

+Tom Santocke by Wife�

+Charlie Makaroff by David Parrello�

�

Sunday, Dec. 27�

�  � �        9:00 am (HFV Chapel)           Fr. Greg�

+Living & Deceased Residents of HFV�

� � � �   9:00 am� �         Fr. Linus�

+Linda Villeneuve (ann) by Pat Durham�

+Walter Wiacek by Wife�

 �

                                  11:00 am                           Fr. Linus�

+Sr. Mary Willard by LIFT�

+Rick Anthony Ventura by Mom�

+Nicu Fratilla by Wife�

+Eduardo Yglesias by Family�

Living & Deceased Members of LIFT�

�

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK �

     Especially with regard to living the Gospel, 

we are not alone. A great cloud of witnesses 

journey with us offering us inspiration, wisdom, 

intercession, and support. We look to them for 

the example of perseverance we desperately 

need in order to be faithful, and for what it 

means to “walk the talk!” The Beatitudes are 

indeed a blessed vision that people hunger to 

hear and embrace. But, they also clearly re-

mind us that following Jesus is difficult. Pov-

erty of spirit, meekness, mercy, and peace 

making are not virtues readily accepted by the 

world. Pursuing a purity of heart and acknowl-

edging the hunger of our souls require not only 

a courageous stance, but a single�minded de-

votion to God. And, after going against the 

grain of the world and meeting resistance 

along the way, the true disciple may find them-

selves persecuted and paying a high price. 

Look to all the saints for the secret to happi-

       Please join us each Mon-

day at 6:30 pm to recite the Ro-

sary and pray for our world.  We 

meet in Fr. Yagley Hall.  �

�

Monetary Christmas Gifts�

     All donations marked as “Christmas” are not as-

sessed the 7% Archdiocesan tax.  Your gift remains 

with the parish 100%.  Your gift will be recorded on 

your family donor statement for the year it was re-

ceived.  �

Christmas Office Hours�

Office will be CLOSED 

December 24, 25 and will 

reopen December 28 at 

9:00 am�

Office will be CLOSED 

December 31 and Janu-

ary 1 and will reopen �

January 4 at 9:00 am.   �

�

Wishing our Parish Family a very Merry 

Christmas and Blessed New Year.�

Merry Christmas�

     The shepherd’s said, “let us go to Bethle-

hem to see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us”.  

This week, like the shepherds, we gather to 

celebrate the Nativity of the Lord Jesus.  

Yes, it’s Christmas again!  Having gone 

through this difficult time of the pandemic, 

we turn to the Lord in prayer and thankful-

ness for allowing us to take part in this 

year’s festivities.  May the new born Child, 

Savior of the world, bless us, our families, 

friends and parish family. �

Fr. Greg and I wish you a Merry �

Christmas (Krismasi Njema)�



Page 3 St. Alphonsus ~ St. Clement, Dearborn 

 

 

Pray for the Sick of the Parish.   St. Joseph, 

help of the sick, pray for them.�

Luigi Aronne, Eugene Bernard, Kathleen Bitonti, 

Deacon Steve Bussa, Louis & Giorgina Cascardo, 

Maria Cercone, Catherine Cody, Jerry Coogan, Barb 

Delgado, Evelyn Derengowski, Betty Fisher, Betty 

Fucinari, Mary Furioso, Peggy Goodart, Geri Had-

dad, Thomas Horvath, Jeranne Jackson, Margaret 

Javor, Virginia Karvelis, Marie Kobane, Kimberly 

Kucel, Walter Kucel, Jan Lawrence, Robert Lijaj, Jan Majewski, Tony 

Mardarski, Phyllis Marek, Bernadine Mistor, Mary Mitchell,  Lois 

Mueller Kavanaugh, Frank Palmeri, Maria Nino, Henry Perle, Jennifer 

Przepiora, Diane Raymond, Serafina Romano, Pearly Ruffin, Dana 

Slepsky, Margaret Smith, Rosario Aleta So, Judith Stafford, Greg Sta-

wara, Chuck Stevens, Martha Stott, Marcy Tarlow,  Albert Toccaceli, 

Joshua Yeager, Christine Zemke, The Parishioners of HFV Assisted 

Living and Health Care.   �

Please notify the Parish office for changes to our prayer list. �

Thanks for giving!  “We are 

conscious of the great generosity 

of the many benefactors who sup-

port the Retirement Fund for Reli-

gious each year”, says a Catholic 

sister.   “Support from the fund has 

been a tremendous blessing to our 

retired sisters”.  Thank you for donating to last week’s collection. �

Acts of Spiritual �

Communion�

     It has 

long been 

a Catholic 

under-

standing 

that when 

circum-

stances 

prevent 

one from 

receiving 

Holy Communion, it is possible 

to make an Act of Spiritual 

Communion which is a source 

of grace.  Spiritual Communion 

means uniting one’s self in 

prayer with Christ’s sacrifice 

and worshipping him in his 

Body and Blood. The most 

common reason for making an 

Act of Spiritual Communion is 

when a person cannot attend 

Mass.  Acts of Spiritual Com-

munion increase our desire to 

receive sacramental Commun-

ion and help us avoid the sin 

that would make us unable to 

receive Holy Communion wor-

thily.�

Prayer for Spiritual �

Communion�

My Jesus, I believe that 

you are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament.  �

I love you above all things 

and I desire to receive you 

in my soul.  �

Since I cannot at this mo-

ment receive you sacra-

mentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart. �

I embrace you as if you 

were already there and 

unite myself wholly to you.  �

Never permit me to be 

separated from you.  

Amen.�

�

     May God grant you peace 

and health during this time of 

great and unprecedented 

need. I pray you find comfort in 

knowing that God will never 

leave nor forsake you.   �

Prayer for The United States of America�

Composed by His Excellency Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò�

Almighty and Eternal God, King of Kings and Lord of Lords: graciously 

turn your gaze to us who invoke You with confidence.�

Bless us, citizens of the United States of America; grant peace and 

prosperity to our Nation; illuminate those who govern us so that they 

may commit themselves to the common good, in respect for Your holy 

Law.�

Protect those who, defending the inviolable principles of the Natural Law 

and Your Commandments, must face the repeated assaults of the Ene-

my of the human race.�

Keep in the hearts of Your children courage for the truth, love for virtue 

and perseverance in the midst of trials.�

Make our families grow in the example that Our Lord has given us, to-

gether with His Most Holy Mother and Saint Joseph in the home of Naz-

areth; give to our fathers and mothers the gift of Strength, to educate 

wisely the children with which you have blessed them.�

Give courage to those who, in spiritual combat, fight the good fight as 

soldiers of Christ against the furious forces of the children of darkness.�

Keep each one of us, O Lord, in your Most Sacred Heart, and above all 

He whom Your Providence has placed at the head of our Nation.�

Bless the President of the United States of America, so that aware of his 

responsibility and his duties, he may be a knight of justice, a defender of 

the oppressed, a firm bulwark against Your enemies, and a proud sup-

porter of the children of light.�

Place the United States of America and the whole world under the man-

tle of the Queen of Victories, our Unconquered Leader in battle, the Im-

maculate Conception. It is thanks to her, and through your Mercy, that 

the hymn of praise rises to you, O Lord, from the children whom you 

have redeemed in the Most Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen.�
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      We have received a com-

munication from Archbishop 

Vigneron regarding the dispen-

sation from the obligation of 

attending Sunday Mass. The 

dispensation is extended until �

February 17, 2021. �

     We encourage you to come and join your 

parish family in celebrating Mass on Sunday. 

Sunday Mass and keeping the Lord’s Day 

holy, is still an obligation for all. Those who 

are in compromising health conditions i.e. 

immune compromised, the elderly, recent 

travel out of state, not feeling well, heart or 

lung disease, diabetes are asked to still stay 

home. However, healthy individuals, will be 

required to keep the Sunday obligation. 

What does that mean? �

     If you do not attend Mass you still have 

an obligation to watch Sunday Mass by live�

stream, television or other means, to keep 

holy the Lord’s Day. Many folks are now 

transitioning from being isolated in their 

homes to becoming involved in more public 

activities following all of the protocols neces-

sary to be safe and healthy.  Catholics who 

engage in other activities that would pre-

sent a similar or greater risk of contami-

nation (eating out at restaurants, traveling, 

non�essential shopping, widening one’s cir-

cle of contacts, engaging in sports activities 

as a participant or observer etc.) should 

begin to return to Sunday Mass as they 

are able.  “How can I repay the LORD for all 

of His goodness…”( Psalm 116:12). �

     St. Alphonsus�St. Clement Parish, has 

been following all of the safety and health 

protocols established by the state, i.e. re-

quirement of wearing a mask, social distanc-

ing, disinfecting the church after each ser-

vice. Therefore, one should feel safe return-

ing to Mass on Sunday. Currently, we are 

still required to allow only 25% capacity for 

public worship. We have not reached attend-

ance capacity at the scheduled Masses. �

     We continue to worship at the usual 

Mass times, Saturday 4:00 p.m.; Sunday 

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m..  If for some rea-

son you still do not feel comfortable attend-

ing the Sunday Mass, there are still opportu-

nities to attend daily Mass on Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8:30 

am.  Confessions are held on Saturday at 

3:00 p.m. �

     We ask you continue to use common 

sense, stay healthy and safe, and “repay the 

Lord for all of His goodness!  Fr. Greg and I 

Miss YOU!�

Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments �

The Journey�

     Advent comes along every year and will continue to do 

so until Jesus returns. As this season draws to a close, we 

can each ask ourselves, “Am I now any better a disciple of 

Jesus Christ and more of a steward of all my gifts than be-

fore the Advent season started?’ I have been on this earth 

for 40+ years. I have had 40+ Advents to draw closer to 

God and to work on taking more seriously my baptismal 

call. Some have gone better than others, but I would like to 

think my spiritual life progressed at least a small amount 

during each of them.�

Conversion is a process. Stewardship is about a way of liv-

ing and it is about more than simply being generous when a 

situation calls for it. Stewardship and conversion go hand�in

�hand and we are always moving closer to holiness in Jesus 

Christ. Living in this way takes practice and commitment. If 

this Advent didn’t go as you had hoped, remember is not 

really an end. It is just another step along your journey.�

This Christmas, while you are giving and receiving gifts and 

hopefully spending time with those you love, may you take 

the time to cherish the true gift that came to us over 2000 

years ago and continues to call us to this day: Jesus. Let us 

be grateful beyond measure for this gift above all gifts, let 

us continue on our journey, and let our lives give testimony 

to the one who leads us.       ~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS~�

�

 My dear precious 

Jesus, I did not 

mean to take your 

place, I only bring 

toys and things 

and you bring love 

and grace.  Peo-

ple give me lists of 

wishes and hope 

that they came 

true,  but you hear 

prayers of the 

heart and promise 

your will to do.�

Children try to be 

good and not to 

cry when I am 

coming to town; 

but you love them 

unconditionally 

and that love will 

abound.�

I leave only a bag of toys and temporary joy for a season, 

but you leave a heart of love, full of purpose and reasons.  �

I have a lot of believers and what one might call fame, I 

have rosy cheeks and a voice full of laughter, but no nail�

scarred hands or a promise of the hereafter.  You may find 

several of me in town or at a mall; but there is only one om-

nipotent you, to answer a sinner’s call.  And so, my dear 

precious Jesus, I kneel here to pray, to worship and 

adore you on this, your holy birthday. �
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Stewardship Report�

�

� � w/e  12/6/2020                      Year to Date 

Church        $4,722*           $99,523* 

HFV Chapel             $210                   $14,011 

  ___________               _________ 

 

ACTUAL*              $4,932                 $113,534  

 

BUDGET                  $5,000                                $115,000 

 

Bank Adjustment  _________�               __________�

�  �

VARIANCE              ($68)                   ($1,466)� �

  

Catholic Charities� $2,232�

Christmas� � $3,059�

Capital Improvements     $120�

SVdP� � �      $75�

World Missions                  $20�

Christmas Flowers           $622�

� � �

 *Includes On-Line Giving      Dec. 6   $895 

   

To give on-line, please register on the Parish 

Website. 

St. Alphonsus�St. Clement Parish�

Church: 13540 Gould St., Dearborn, MI 48126�

Office: 7469 Calhoun St., Dearborn, MI 48126�

Office Phones:  (313) 581�5218 ~ 581�7495�

Fax:  (313) 581�4233�

Parish Website:  stals�stclem.org�

Email:  info@sta�stc.comcastbiz.net�

�

Henry Ford Village Chapel�

15101 Ford Rd., Dearborn, MI 48126�

Phone:  (313) 846�7712  ext. 1121�

�

Devotions�

R�����: Monday 6:30 pm (Father Yagley Hall).�

P
��
��� H
��: Tuesday 9:00 am.�

H��� H��: 2

nd

 Wednesday 7:00 pm (HFV Chapel)�

E��������� A��������: 1

st

 Friday 9:00 am.�

�

R
������������: Saturday 3 pm, or by appointment.�

B������: Registered Parishioners should call the Parish 

Office to schedule an appointment.�

M������
: The couple must make arrangements�

at least 6 months prior to date of marriage.�

W
������: Fridays preferred; Saturday, prior to 1 pm.�

�

Parish Staff�

Pastor: Rev. Linus Kinyua�

Associate Pastor: Rev. Gregory Deters�

Pastoral Minister: Sr. Margaret Alandt, IHM�

Deacon Emeritus: Steve Bussa (HFV Chapel)�

Accountant: Dawn Peters�

Housekeeper: Denise Paniccia�

Maintenance: Frank Bechard�

Organist: Lawrence Zelanka & Adam Morency�

Secretary: Marilyn Filip�

�

Parish Council�

John Savage, Chairperson�

Annette Fiedor, Vice�Chairperson�

Jennie Sinatra, Secretary�

�

~ Parish Council Members ~�

Barbara Bechard, Colleen Charara,�

Matthew Keller, Karen Krepps�

Chester Lawrence,�

Debra Mroczka and Joseph Sullivan�

�

Parish Office Hours�

Monday through Thursday:  9 am until 3 pm;�

Friday:  9 am until Noon.�

�

�

Check Out Our New Website�

Our new and improved parish website contains 

current parish information. Please visit us at 

www.stals�stclem.org  for the latest details.�

Readings for the Week of Dec. 20�

�

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1�5, 8b�12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2�3, 4

�5, 27, 29 [2a]/Rom 16:25�27/Lk 1:26�38�

Monday: Sg 2:8�14 or Zep 3:14�18a/Ps 33:2�3, 

11�12, 20�21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39�45�

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24�28/1 Sm 2:1, 4�5, 6�7, 

8abcd]/Lk 1:46�56�

Wednesday: Mal 3:1�4, 23�24/Ps 25:4�5ab, 8�9, 

10 and 14 [cf. Lk 21:28]/Lk 1:57�66�

Thursday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1�5, 8b�12, 14a, 16/

Ps 89:2�3, 4�5, 27 and 29 [2]/Lk 1:67�79�

Friday: Vigil: Is 62:1�5/Ps 89:4�5, 16�17, 27, 29 

[2a]/Acts 13:16�17, 22�25/Mt 1:1�25 or 1:18�25. 

Night: Is 9:1�6/Ps 96:1�2, 2�3, 11�12, 13 [Lk 

2:11]/Ti 2:11�14/Lk 2:1�14. Dawn: Is 62:11�12/Ps 

97:1, 6, 11�12/Ti 3:4�7/Lk 2:15�20. Day: Is 52:7�

10/Ps 98:1, 2�3, 3�4, 5�6 [3c]/Heb 1:1�6/Jn 1:1�18 

or Jn 1:1�5, 9�14�

Saturday: Acts 6:8�10; 7:54�59/Ps 31:3cd�4, 6 

and 8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17�22�

Next Sunday: Sir 3:2�6, 12�14 or Gn 15:1�6; 

21:1�3/Ps 128:1�2, 3, 4�5 [cf. 1] or Ps 105:1�2, 3�

4, 5�6, 8�9 [7a, 8a]/Col 3:12�21 or 3:12�17 or Heb 

11:8, 11�12, 17�19/Lk 2:22�40 or 2:22, 39�40�

     Whenever your address, phone 

number or family status changes, 

please be sure to contact the par-

ish office and update your infor-

mation with us.  It is important 

that we keep our parish records 

up to date.   Phone 313�581�5218.�



www.stanleyturowskifuneralhome.com
(313) 562-5120

25509 W. Warren Ave • Dearborn Hts, MI 48127

Directors
Jeffrey Boleski • Scott Boleski • Todd Boleski

 SENATE
 Coney Island

313-441-1027
3345 Greenfield (at Rotunda)

Coupon good for 10% off

DEARBORN
23701 Ford Rd
(313) 278-5100

 TAYLOR
 23750 Goddard
(313) 291-1800

ALLEN PARK
5900 Allen Rd
(313) 928-2300

Stanley Turowski Funeral Home

 Jim & Chris Puzzuoli, Parish Member
 Family Owned for Over 30 Years

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • Shocks • Oil Change
Under Car Service • Custom Pipe Bending • Shuttle Avail.

14441 W. Warren, East Dearborn
584-8770     584-6060

AUTHORIZED
SERVICE CENTERS

PUZZUOLI’S

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0002

CHESTER C. LAWRENCE
313-730-9898
Attorney at Law

Wills, Trusts, Probate, Real Estate

14940 Michigan Ave.
Dearborn, Mi 48126

A Family Tradition 
Since 1964

Lunch & Dinner Specials
Banquet Facilities • Cocktails

9924 Dix
Dearborn, MI 48120

(313) 842-2100
“Great Employment Opportunities!”

LEO’S CONEY ISLAND
5575 Greenfield Rd. at Ford Rd • Dearborn

DINE-IN OPEN AND NOW HIRING ALL POSITIONS
Phone: 313-253-0200

20% OFF WITH THIS COUPON
Valid this location only • Not valid on any Breakfast specials  

Valid 1 coupon per family
OPEN 24 HOURS
 7 DAYS A WEEK

ST. C

Contact Tim Griffith to place an ad today! 
tgriffith@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6441

FRANK JASTRABEK’S
TREE SERVICE

Tree Trimming, removal,
Firewood, STump grinding

Insured, Senior Discounts
30 Yrs. Exp. • I.S.A. Certified Arborist

Free Estimate 734-266-4015
www.frankstree.com

NOW

13460 Northline Rd., Southgate, MI

(734) 285-0110
www.JabroCarpetOne.com

Mon, Thurs 10-8 | Tues-Wed-Fri 10-6 | Sat 9-5

 Offering Parishioner Discounts!

Turf Doctor
Ask For Mike Bozzo 313-928-5514

Fertilizing - Aeration
Weed & Insect Control-Seed

Discounts to Parishioners
www.turfdoctor.biz

 FREE Estimate 

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
24 Hr. Emergency Service

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

313-558-8757

St. Alphonsus - St. Clement
https://stals-stclem.weshareonline.org/


