St. Oscar Romero said, “We cannot do everything, and there is a

sense of liberation in realizing that. This enables us to do some-
thing and to do it very well. It may be incomplete, but it is the
beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s
grace to enter and do the rest.”

We cannot do everything. We are not meant to. Our work in life
is to contribute our individual piece, a piece that reflects the
unique thumbprint | claim as my own. We only have to do small
things well. Then, as St. Oscar Romero reminds us, the Lord’s
grace will enter and do the rest. We have to trust that this is
true just as those women trusted in the eventual beauty of their
final work.

Eucharistic blessings are blessings that start small and multiply.
We all come to life with only a few loaves of bread and a few

fish. Not any single one of us has all that it takes to transform
our world. Who knows what God will do with the little we have
and how many will benefit from our kindness, compassion, wis-
dom, courage, conviction, love, warmth, zeal, faith, and hope?
That young lad never dreamed that his few leftovers would do
all that they did. God shows up in unexpected ways! Where
would life’s adventure and fun be if it were any other way? Be-
ing able to be part of bringing God’s creative, transforming, heal-
ing to the world opens us up to wonder, awe, and excitement!
We can all bring our little piece to the bigger work of God that
can result in being a coveted jewel passed generation to genera-
tion. This is good news indeed!

Bread and wine transform into Christ’s Body and Blood and we

O©LPi

become what we eat. Trust that.
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S A I N T
VINCENT DE PAULS

June Assistance Report

During the month of June 2021, St. Vincent de Paul Confer-
ence at St. Louis provided assistance to our neighbors in need
in the following ways:

Food: Provided for 57 families, consisting of 133 people
Hygiene/Household 38 families- 90 people

Shelter/Utilities: 3

Work Shoes: 1

Transportation: 4

Mattress/Beds: O

Other: Clothing: 0; Rx- O; State ID/Licenses-0

Total Assistance Provided: 65 families
Total Expenditures in June: $ 779.37

St. Vincent de Paul is blessed to have the outstanding support
of our generous parishioners, benefactors and our Parish Staff.
Without you and our dedicated St. Vincent Volunteers, we
would not have been able to continue to provide this level of
assistance to our neighbors in need.

THANK YOU ALL !!!!

Need Food Assistance?

If you or someone you know needs our assistance
with food, please visit our St. Vincent de Paul crisis-compliant
drive-thru food pantry line Mon-Fri 2:30-3:30 pm. Any ques-
tions, please call our Voice Mail at (586) 468-8734 x106 and a
volunteer will return your call.

Could You Spare?

We always accept donations of non-
perishable food items for our SVDP Pan-
try.

ITEM NEEDED THIS WEEK:
Liquid Dish Soap
Canned Beef Stew

Items can be brought to church on the weekend or placed
in the bed of the black, SVDP truck in the rear parking lot.
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Everyday Stewardship

Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments

It’S All in the Basket St. Therese of Lisieux made a

) point of going the extra mile in
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS .
kindness towards those people

who really got under her skin. It was part of her own brand of Everyday
Stewardship — thanking God for all His creation, even the parts with
which, in her own humanness, she struggled to cope.

| think about this a lot when | challenge myself to give thanks for things
that bother me and people who challenge me. When | do this, | envision
Christ giving thanks over those insufficient loaves. How many of us
would see that paltry little basket and kick a rock in frustration because
we can’t feed all our people? “You didn’t give me enough, Lord! You
didn’t give me enough patience, enough money, enough creativity,
enough stamina to be a good steward. If you had given me more, | could
also give more!”

In those moments of despair, we need to take a good look at the life
God has given us. We need to look at the trials and the challenges and
the shortcomings. The hopes that didn’t pan out, the disappointments
that keep cropping up. Somewhere therein lies what we need to be the
steward God asks us to be, just as St. Therese’s own stewardship was
defined by the people she simply couldn’t stand.

God does not give us all we want. He does not give us all we ask for. He
does us one better: He gives us all we need. It’s all in the basket.

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS © Liturgical Publications Inc

' Online Giving
Sfrom OurSundayVisitor
Our Online Giving is getting an upgrade
to a newer, easier-to-use platform!

New Donor URL:
https://osvhub.com/stlouiscatholiccommunity/funds

If you currently give online, you will soon be receiving an email with instruc-

tions on how to log into the new system. Best of all, your existing payment and
donation information will be migrated over so you will not have to set up your
gifts again! Keep an eye on your email for more information coming very soon.
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St. Ignatius of Loyola

Reflection

On July 31, we celebrate a spiritual mas-
ter! Not only is St. Ignatius Loyola the
founder of the Jesuits, but the legacy of
his life of prayer -- now called Ignatian
spiritualty -- inspired believers the world
over. Injured as a young soldier, Ignatius
spent his time in recovery reading the
lives of the saints. They inspired his soul
to holy heroism, changing his life forever.
Ignatius gathered a group of friends who
also desired to be "contemplatives in
action," finding God in all circumstances.
This became the Jesuits -- a great mis-
sionary and teaching order. Ignatius him-
self was constantly attuned to his own
inner promptings. This self-knowledge --
open to the movements of the Holy Spir-
it -- led him to be an incredibly astute
spiritual director. For Ignatius, recogniz-
ing God as the first principle of one's life
determined everything. How has God
changed you?
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For July 4, 2021

Budgeted Amount  $9,500.00
Envelopes $8,170.00
Online Giving $3,835.00
Loose Monies $337.00
Total $12,342.00
Overage for week $2,842.00
% of Budget 67%

Year to Date + $2,842.00
Fiscal Year July 1, 2021 —June 30, 2022
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LIVE THE LITURGY

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

God shows up in unexpected ways! Just
when we think we have God’s agenda fig-
ured out, another surprise comes. Ex-
pecting to find God only in some places
hinders us from finding Him everywhere.
Who would have thought that a young
boy’s few loaves and fishes would feed
thousands of people? The disciples were
probably just as amazed as everyone else
when this feast appeared before them.
Sometimes, we find it difficult to believe
that God can do amazing things with
something small and simple. Yet, grasping
this truth is really at the heart of under-
standing the power of the Eucharist. Hav-
ing the Body and Blood of Christ made
present for us is one amazing wonder. Ac-
tually being fed and nourished by that gift
is another. Now being able to become
what we have eaten, God can do tremen-
dous things with the simple, humble gifts
of our lives. All we have to do is realize
that God dwells within us. When we do,
then everyone we encounter and every-
thing we do has the power to become a
sacramental moment. When done with
great love even the smallest gesture can
be multiplied exponentially. Now, that’s
amazing!. OLPi
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Weekly, during the General Interces-

sions, we will begin praying again for
those written in the Book of Health. You
may wonder: What is it? Where is it?
The Book of Health offers everyone a
monthly opportunity to write in friends
and family who are sick and need the
prayers of the community. It is located
in church, hanging on the wall, near the
Crocker Entrance.

St. Louis Catholic Community

LITURGICAL LIFE

First Reading:

The prophet Elisha was able to feed a crowd of a hundred people with only
twenty barley loaves and some fresh grain. Why do you think God empow-
ered Elisha to perform this feeding miracle?

Second Reading:

Paul taught the Ephesians that as believers we are called to live by the moral
imperatives of humility, gentleness, patience, love, and peace. Which of
these virtues do you think you do well?

Gospel:

The people mistakenly thought of Jesus as “the Prophet who is to come into
world” after the multiplication of the loaves and fishes. What are some times
when you have seen others misuse or misrepresent Jesus?

Readings for the Week

Sunday 7/25: Wednesday 7/28: Saturday 7/31:
2 Kgs 4:42-44 Ex 34:29-35 Lv 25:1, 8-17
Ps 145:10-11, 15-18 Ps99:5-7,9 Ps67:2-3,5,7-8
Eph 4:1-6 Mt 13:44-46 Mt 14:1-12
Jn 6:1-15

Thursday 7/29: Sunday 8/1:
Monday 7/26: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38 Ex 16:2-4, 12-15
Ex 32:15-24, 30-34 Ps 84:3-6, 8, 11 Ps 78:3-4, 23-25, 54
Ps 106:19-23 Jn 11:19-27 Eph 4:17, 20-24
Mt 13:31-35 or Lk 10:38-42 Jn 6:24-35
Tuesday 7/27: Friday 7/30:
Ex 33:7-11; 34:5-9, 28 Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16,
Ps 103:6-13 27, 34-37
Mt 13:36-43 Ps 81:3-6, 10-11

Mt 13:54-58

Arleta Marguerite
Byks Buchman
Returned to the Rgsurrecﬁon
Fullness of God Liturgy was
Tuesday,

on

June 29, 2021 July 20, 2021




