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Readings for the Week of April 26, 2020 

 

 

Sunday:   Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 

    [11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35   

Monday:   Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 

    [1ab]/Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday:  Acts 7:51—8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 

    8a, 17 and 21ab [6a]/Jn 6:30-35 

Wednesday:  Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66: 1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/Jn 

    6:35-40 

Thursday:  Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/Jn 

    6:44-51 

Friday:   Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 

    6:52-59  

St. Joseph the Worker: 

    Gn 1:26—2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24/Ps 

    90:2, 3-4, 12-13, 14 and 16 [cf.17b]/Mt  

    13:54-58 

Saturday:  Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17  

    [12]/Jn 6:60-69 

Next Sunday:  Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

    [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10 

 

Prayer of Pope Francis During the 

Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

O Mary, 

you always shine on our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping 

your faith firm. 

 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, 

know what we need, 

and we are sure you will provide 

so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 

we may return to joy and to feasting 

after this time of trial. 

 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 

and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 

and carried our sorrows 

to lead us, through the cross, 

to the joy of the resurrection. 

Amen. 

 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy 

Mother of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of 

we who are in trial, but deliver us from every 

danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

 

Prince of Peace Catholic Church  

4300 Walnut Lake Rd. West Bloomfield, MI  48323 

Phone 248-681-9424  ~  Fax 248-681-5543 

Website: www.princeofpeacecatholic.church 

  

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday Closed 

  

Father Ron Jozwiak 

pastor@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

  

 Weekend Liturgies: 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 NOON 

   

Weekday Liturgies: 

Monday - Wednesday:  9:00 a.m. 

  

Reconciliation/Penance  

Saturdays:  2:30 p.m. 

  

Parish Office: 248-681-9424 

Parish Secretary: Susan Hansen 

Email bulletin articles to: 

 parishsecretary@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

 

Bookkeeper:  248-681-9424 

Deb Peltier 

bookkeeper@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

 

Education Office:  248-681-5070 

Director of Religious Education:  Linda Kidd 

dre@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

 

Adult Education/RCIA Office: 

248-681-9424 

Coordinator:  Jeanne Martin 

adulted@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

 

Worship Office:  248-681-9424 

Minister: Linda Plotkowski 

worship@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

 Baptisms, Weddings, Funeral/Memorial Services, 

 Volunteers, and Nursing Homes 

 

Youth Ministry:  248-681-9424 

Minister:  Veronica Weisenberger 

youthminister@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

 

Musicians/Choir:  248-681-9424 

Pastoral Musician: David Hansen 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT:   

 

“Growing in Grace, Gratitude and Giving” 
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Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Every once in a while, each one of us are called to be a witness to Christ as was Peter. In this section of 

Acts, Peter shines bright with his steadfast love of the Lord. It took a long time for Peter to become the 

Lord’s spokesperson but in the end, his love of the Lord, coupled with the mercy and command of the Lord, 

turned Peter from fisherman to leader of the Christian community. He speaks with a passion for faith that 

comes straight from the heart. 

 

Each of us can learn to be a true witness of Christ just like the Apostles and Saints before us but first we 

have to stay next to the Lord. Throughout the Scriptures Peter is always close to the Lord except at one 

point. He may not have always gotten the immediate message of Jesus but he did have a love for the Lord 

that grew into fullness not because of what he did but, rather, by what the Lord did for him - he forgave 

him, commissioned him, and loves him now and forever. His denial of the Lord is replaced by the mercy 

and endless generosity of the Lord who makes him his own.  

 

Each of us needs to stay close to the Lord by listening to him and learning from him. Just like the two 

disciples going up to Emmaus we need to be in touch with the Word of God, learn the Word of God and 

come to make our own profession of faith with them. These disciples, even though they followed Jesus 

before his death, are now walking in confusion and dismay - as scripture says, they were “looking 

downcast”- in order to point out their utter lack of understanding as to what God has done through his 

Son.  Prior to the death of the Lord, they had a direction, a focus, someone to believe in. With the death of 

the Lord that all changed. Now they were in a difficult position - what to do next, what to believe in now? 

They debated among the two of them what all this meant and it seems to have only confused them more. 

 

This confusion occurs in each of us when we don’t stay close to the Lord and learn from him. Here they 

have left the community of believers and are mourning the death of Jesus but without understanding or 

knowing what really is going on - as scripture says, they were conversing and debating. What a wonderful 

way to express how each of them was trying to get their own opinion out and win the debate! Isn’t that 

like us too? We talk and we talk some more but without understanding the Word of God as God’s living 

and loving word to us. Everyone’s opinion is out there but where is truth and the witness that comes from 

living out God’s truth? 

 

 

 

Continued on page 4: 
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Only when the disciples stop debating among themselves and listen to the Lord do they come to 

understand, through Jesus alone, what God had intended through his Son and what they now have to do 

with the knowledge placed within them. In their supper, a real Eucharistic moment, Scripture says “their 

eyes were opened and they recognized him.  

 

On this journey of faith we will talk to many a person about what we believe and what we hope some will 

believe. Sometimes we will just be spouting our own opinion and at other times get confused by the 

opinion of others and the multitude of words that flow from some mouths. Only a person who has gone 

from doubt to faith, from ignorance of Scripture to love of Scripture, can become someone who “preaches 

the Gospel always, using words when necessary.” Like Peter, he teaches how the hand of God entered into 

history and into our hearts and he lives as he believes: faithful now to the end.  

 

To be effective witnesses just like the first disciples and saints, we need to wrestle with ourselves and find 

the seed of faith that nourishes life and gives hope. As the disciples learned more about the Lord and 

celebrated his great gift, they grew in wisdom, knowledge and love. Each of us need to make this journey in 

life too - to go from people of little hope and become people of great hope and compassion because we 

know and believe Jesus is both Lord and God for the story of God’s love is placed in our hearts the more we 

gather together to hear God’s word and receive His great love in the Holy Eucharist. Like the disciples and 

saints before us, they gathered together, received God’s great gift together and went forth to give that great 

love to all they met on their journey of life. Real faith that comes from the heart and cannot be trampled 

over by time or changing opinions is a faith that reveals itself in generous love and mercy for God’s people.  

 

May we be a people who are always “on the road” for on the road we know where we want to go and on 

the road we meet those who help make our path straight and our heart true.  

 

Father Ron 

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

Mean What You Say 

 

Missouri is known as the “Show Me” state. There seem to be differing points of view as to how this motto came into 

existence, but today it is said to speak of a people who operate with common sense and are not easily fooled by slick-

talking or show. We would be prudent to adopt such a disposition ourselves. To be this way is not really like St. 

Thomas in the Gospel when he doubts what he clearly sees right in front of him. It is more about holding ourselves 

to a standard explained in another motto: “Say what you mean and mean what you say.” 

 

If we claim to be Christians, disciples of the risen Jesus, then those around us should be able to tell by our actions. 

Can someone truly be a disciple of Jesus and not be a good steward of all he has given? Jesus makes himself known to 

us continually in the Holy Eucharist. When we come together to break bread at Mass, Jesus shows us his love by 

becoming truly present to us. He is willing to show us. What are we in turn willing to show him? 

 

Every day, Jesus calls us to respond in some way. Our response shows whether we are who we claim: his disciples. I 

am pretty sure Jesus is not from Missouri, but I know he is not fooled by our half-truths and misguided intentions. 

He also means what he says and says what he means. Shouldn’t his disciples do the same? 

 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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April 26, 2020  -  Gospel Meditation 

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

 

 

What does it take for our eyes to be opened? Every day, a man laboriously walks down Main Street of town. With 

great difficulty but graceful determination, he places one foot in front of the other, uses a crudely made staff for 

support, and walks. His pace is slow, but he walks. What does he hope to see? Where does he want to go? What 

does he find? We all walk through life. The type of “walking” life requires is not always physical but is most 

assuredly emotional and spiritual. We walk, we look, we encounter, and we seek. How we do these things and what 

we actually find is determined by what we carry and what we allow ourselves to discover along the way. 

 

If walking is too challenging for us, we may choose to isolate and stay alone. If we are afraid to walk, we may become 

overly dependent on others providing for us and abandon the journey. We can walk and pay attention only to what 

is in front of our feet and never notice the immensity of what is happening around us. The road is never the same 

twice. The journey is always different. What kinds of things do you notice as you walk through life? It seems that the 

disciples of the Road to Emmaus missed a lot at first. We do as well. 

 

We are called to walk with purpose, to listen, and to notice things that may not at first be apparent. We have to 

allow the One who has a special claim on our soul to enlighten, instruct, and inspire us. The incarnate mystery of 

God is pulsating in and through all of creation, where the presence of the Word who became flesh can be discovered. 

He has been with us all along. How could we have missed Him? Our journey brings us back to the breaking of the 

bread, and something begins to stir within us. We begin to understand, and things look differently. Bread, body, 

wine, and blood bring us to see that everyone and everything is a “Eucharistic” encounter. We become what we eat 

and we see what we eat. We continue to walk. Our eyes are now opened, and we recognize Him. Our hearts burn. 

Stay with us. Please stay with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Thanks to all who are ever faithful in their 

commitment to our Capital Campaign for the Roof 

 

Work was supposed to begin on our Roofing project 

in early April, but with the continuing stay-at-home 

order all major construction is halted. We hope and 

pray that all will be well in the world and our region 

soon and that the roofing project can be finished. 

Thank you to all who have paid off your commitment 

and pledge and thank you to all who are continuing to 

pay off their pledge amount during this time of 

uncertainty. Your faith in His church is set firmly in 

stone.  

 

LIVE THE LITURGY 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

�

Is God a real Being for you or simply an idea to be 

entertained? Often, we reduce God to a set of ideas, 

theories, and principles and neglect to see Him as the 

One who takes joy in helping us understand all of the 

events and mysteries of life. God delights in journeying 

with us and is the only One who can fill us with joy 

and make our hearts burn with excitement and 

jubilation. 

 

He is the One who assists us in recognizing the truth 

that is before us and interpreting not only the jewels of 

Sacred Scripture but the events of history. If we 

recognize God, we can also see that He inspires us to 

see the divine meaning of our own lives as well. 

Sometimes it takes us a little time. After all, even Jesus’ 

closest friends had to walk with him for a while on the 

road to Emmaus before their eyes were opened in the 

breaking of bread. 
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SPIRITUAL CLOSENESS 

6 DATE NIGHT IDEAS FOR 

COUPLES IN QUARANTINE 

 

No one could have predicted the changes the coronavirus would 

bring to our nation, businesses, places of worship, and our homes. 

The world as we know it has come to a screeching halt. Gone are the 

days (at least for now) of sharing a meal at a favorite restaurant, going 

to the movies, or seeing a performance at a concert venue. But 

quarantine and social distancing do not mean that date nights have to 

fall by the wayside entirely. With a little creativity, couples can still 

have fun together! 

 

 

Need some date night inspiration? Here are six ideas to get you started. 

1. Have a Dress-Up Night 

1. Have a Dress-Up Night 

 

Dress up, take pictures, and have a candlelit dinner. Follow it up with a relaxing activity together (stargazing, 

bonfire, watch your wedding video, flip through old photos together, etc.). 

2. Have a Spa Night 

2. Have a Spa Night 

 

Consider making your home a spa-like oasis for the evening. Light candles, put on relaxing music, and create a 

serene atmosphere in which to unwind. To have the ultimate spa experience: get in comfy robes, do face masks (yes, 

together!), soak your feet, offer foot or shoulder massages, and enjoy a glass of wine or beer. 

3. Have Your Own Wine or Beer Tasting 

3. Have Your Own Wine or Beer Tasting 

 

Get an assortment of wines or beer and set up flights like you would for an actual tasting. To make it feel like a night 

out: get out actual wine glasses, set the table, make appetizers, light candles, and play music. You may want to do a 

blind taste to make it even more interesting. Write down the flavors you taste and compare your written notes to 

the bottle. 

4. Make Your Own Dessert Night 

4. Make Your Own Dessert Night 

 

Pick two different recipes to try together. Each of you can make one and then taste test to see which you like best. 

5. Host a Virtual Double Date with Another Couple 

5. Host a Virtual Double Date with Another Couple 

 

Set a time to meet through a video conference platform. Have appetizers, drinks, and dinner. Arrange to cook the 

same food in both locations. Top off the evening with a game through a virtual hangout game. 

6. Take a Virtual Dance Lesson 

6. Take a Virtual Dance Lesson 

 

After a nice dinner, clear a space in your home to create a dance floor and pull up a dance lesson video on YouTube. 

There are a variety of options including ballroom dancing, swing, hip hop, salsa, and more. Spend the remainder of 

the evening practicing your new moves! 

 

Sometimes it’s hard for parents to carve out time for themselves when kids demand all their attention. One option is 

to start the date night when the kids are in bed. If that’s not possible, here are some tips for keeping kids occupied 

during your date night:  

Continued on page 7: 
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WHY DO WE DO THAT 

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Responsibility of a Godparent 

 

Question: 

As the godfather for my niece, what must I do as she 

grows up? Are there specific responsibilities I have? 

 

Answer: 

The biggest responsibility you have as a godparent is 

to set a good example of practicing faith. Receiving the 

sacraments and taking an active part in your parish 

teaches by deed and shows your godchild how to live a 

life of faith. Next to the child’s parents, your role can 

be one of great influence in her religious formation and 

education. 

 

What else can you do? A special remembrance on the 

day the child was baptized can highlight its 

importance. As the child grows older, discussions 

about God, Jesus, matters of faith, and the parish 

provide opportunities to share your own beliefs and 

practices. Celebrate first Penance, first Communion, 

and Confirmation as key moments in your godchild’s 

faith journey. Parents and godparents share in this 

responsibility in a unique and special way. Your 

obligations do not end with the ceremony of Baptism, 

but are just the beginning. 

Continued from page 6: 

 

For younger kids: 

�� Check out the kid’s movies on Formed.org. From learning about the saints to a secret agent series, there is sure 

to be something for your children to enjoy! In addition, check out Cat.Chat, an entertaining series hosted by a 

family that teaches the faith through music, humor, and more. 

�� Make an activity box for each of your kids to entertain them and keep them busy while you’re on your date 

night. Don’t let them know what you put in it so they’ll be surprised when they receive it! Consider including 

items such as coloring activities, card games, books, magnet activities, puzzles, crafts, etc. Find more 

ideas here. 

�� Give them a special project to work on while you are on your date and invite them to share it with you at the 

end of the evening. Some ideas include designing and decorating a gift for their grandparents, writing letters to 

their cousins, or searching cookbooks to find recipes to cook. 

 

For tweens and teens: 

�� Check out YDisciple on Formed.org. YDisciple has numerous resources for teens. The small group discussion 

component can be substituted with individual reflection and journaling. Parents are encouraged to explore the 

discussion questions with their youth the next day. Alternatively, for full-length films, explore The Movie 

Nights category under the Movie option. Parents can check out the trailers for most films ahead of time. Some 

films are intended for an adult audience so talk to your young person ahead of time about what films are 

appropriate for them. 

�� Give them a challenge to complete during your date night. Some ideas include: learning to create something 

out of origami, creating a photo book for a family member, or doing a jigsaw puzzle.   

�� Put their planning skills to work. Have them plan their dream family vacation with details of how you 

would travel, where you would stay, what you would do, etc. The next day, invite each family member to 

share their dream family vacation and explain why it would be special to them.   

 

Written by:  Anita Houghton and Tara Stenger, Unleash The Gospel - aod.org 
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Saint Joseph the Worker 

Saint of the Day for May 1 

  

The Story of Saint Joseph the Worker 

 

To foster deep devotion to Saint Joseph among Catholics, and in response to the “May Day” celebrations 

for workers sponsored by Communists, Pope Pius XII instituted the feast of Saint Joseph the Worker in 

1955. This feast extends the long relationship between Joseph and the cause of workers in both Catholic 

faith and devotion. Beginning in the Book of Genesis, the dignity of human work has long been celebrated 

as a participation in the creative work of God. By work, humankind both fulfills the command found in 

Genesis to care for the earth (Gn 2:15) and to be productive in their labors. Saint Joseph, the carpenter and 

foster father of Jesus, is but one example of the holiness of human labor. 

 

Jesus, too, was a carpenter. He learned the trade from Saint Joseph and spent his early adult years working 

side-by-side in Joseph’s carpentry shop before leaving to pursue his ministry as preacher and healer. In his 

encyclical Laborem Exercens, Pope John Paul II stated: “the Church considers it her task always to call 

attention to the dignity and rights of those who work, to condemn situations in which that dignity and 

those rights are violated, and to help to guide [social] changes so as to ensure authentic progress by man 

and society.” 

 

Saint Joseph is held up as a model of such work. Pius XII emphasized this when he said, “The spirit flows 

to you and to all men from the heart of the God-man, Savior of the world, but certainly, no worker was ever 

more completely and profoundly penetrated by it than the foster father of Jesus, who lived with Him in 

closest intimacy and community of family life and work.” 

 

Reflection 

 

To capture the devotion to Saint Joseph within the Catholic liturgy, in 1870, Pope Pius IX declared Saint 

Joseph the patron of the universal Church. In 1955, Pope Pius XII added the feast of Saint Joseph the 

Worker. This silent saint, who was given the noble task of caring and watching over the Virgin Mary and 

Jesus, now cares for and watches over the Church and models for all the dignity of human work. 

 

franciscanmedia.com 
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May 2020 �

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

April 26  3rd 

Sunday of Easter 

No 8-10-12 Noon 

Mass 

 

April 27 

No Mass 

April 28 

No Mass 

April 29 

No Mass 

No Women’s 

Spirituality 

April 30 

No Scripture 

No Youth Group 

Party 

1 

6:00 The Young and 

the Rest of Us 

2 

10:00  Centering 

Prayer 

2:30 Reconciliation 

4:00 Mass 

 

 

3  4th Sunday of 

Easter 

8-10-12 Noon Mass 

4 

9:00 Mass 

St. Christine’s  

5  Cinco de Mayo 

9:00 Mass 

St. Christine’s 

6 

9:00 Mass 

7 8 9 

10:00  Centering 

Prayer 

2:30 Reconciliation 

4:00 Mass 

 

 

10 5th Sunday of 

Easter 

Mother’s Day 

8-10-12 Noon Mass 

11 

9:00 Mass 

12 

9:00 Mass 

7:00 K of C 

13 

9:00 Mass 

10:00 Women’s 

Spirituality 

14 

10:00 Scripture 

15 16 

10:00  Centering 

Prayer 

2:30 Reconciliation 

4:00 Mass 

 

 

17  6th Sunday of 

Easter 

8-10-12 Noon Mass 

18 

9:00 Mass 

19 

9:00 Mass 

7:30 K of C 

20 

9:00 Mass 

21 22 23 

10:00  Centering 

Prayer 

2:30 Reconciliation 

4:00 Mass 

24   Ascension 

8-10-12 Noon Mass 

25  Memorial Day 

NO MORNING 

MASS 

Parish and Parish 

Offices Closed 

26 

9:00 Mass 

27 

9:00 Mass 

10:00 Women’s 

Spirituality 

28 

10:00 Scripture 

29 30 

10:00  Centering 

Prayer 

2:30 Reconciliation 

4:00 Mass 

31  Pentecost 

8-10-12 Noon Mass 

      

Please go to our website: 

www.princeofpeacecatholic.church  

Mass for Sunday, April 26, 2020. 

Video available Saturday afternoon, April 25, 2020. 

 

Due Governor Whitmer’s “Stay Home, Stay Safe” executive order all of 

the May dates are subject to change as of this publication date. 
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Saturday, April 25 

 4:00 p.m.  �Edward Blaty 

 

 

Sunday, April 26 

 8:00 a.m.  The Families of Prince of Peace 

 10:00 a.m. The Families of Prince of Peace 

 12:00 Noon �Sebastian & Clotilda Rodrigues 

 

 

Monday, April 27 

 9:00 a.m.  The Families of Prince of Peace 

 

 

Tuesday, April 28 

 9:00 a.m.  The Families of Prince of Peace  

 

 

Wednesday, April 29 

 9:00 a.m.  The Families of Prince of Peace 

  

 

Dear Jesus, 

 

Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, 

we turn to you in this time of illness.   

 

O dearest comforter of the troubled, 

alleviate our worry and sorrow with your gentle love, 

and grant us the grace and strength to accept this burden. 

 

Dear God, we place our worries in your hands. 

We place our sick under your care and humbly ask that you 

restore your servant to health again. 

 

Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will and know 

that whatever you do, you do for the love of us. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

Pray for our Armed Forces: 

Heavenly Father, 

Be with our men and women as they serve our 

country.  When they are faced with danger, 

give them the courage of Michael the Archangel, 

who was victorious over evil.  When our soldiers are faced with difficult 

choices, give them the discernment of St. Martin of Tours, 

the soldier who remembered to aid the meek and helpless. 

When our soldiers are injured or forced to the sidelines, 

give them the guidance you gave to St. Ignatius of Loyola, 

who turned a time of pain and recovery from a war wound into a new 

life of trust in you.  Amen. 

Weekly Offertory 

 

During this time where we are not able to celebrate 

Mass together, we want to remind you that most of the 

costs of the parish remain the same as always.  

Accordingly, we ask that you consider continuing your 

financial support of the parish: 

 

By online giving - either enrolling monthly or giving 

one-time gifts at : 

https://princeofpeacecatholic.weshareonline.org 

Or: 

By mailing your offertory envelope to the parish office 

at Prince of Peace Catholic Church 

5300 Green Road, West Bloomfield, MI 48323 

 

God bless and thank you in advance for your generous 

support. 

 

Thank you to all who have responded so kindly via 

email and telephone about our website and the fact 

that you can stay connected to your Prince of Peace 

community by watching our Sunday Mass online.  Our 

website address is: 

 

princeofpeacecatholic.church  

 

click on the box on the homepage for the weekly Mass. 

 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 

 

First Reading 

In his first speech in Acts, Peter focuses on God’s work 

in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. What do 

you think the resurrection of Jesus says about God? 

 

Second Reading 

Peter asserts that the resurrection of Jesus should give 

believers “faith and hope” in God. How do you remain 

focused on this objective in your spiritual journey? 

 

Gospel Reading 

Jesus’ resurrection appearance to the two disciples on 

the road to Emmaus is one of the most well-known 

and beloved resurrection stories. What do you think 

makes this resurrection account so appealing? 

“Grant them eternal rest, 

O Lord, and let 

Perpetual light shine upon them.” 

 

 

Marie Koch 

Dolores McDermott 
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