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Readings for the Week of May 3, 2020 

 

 

 

Sunday:   Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

    [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10  

Monday:  Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/

    Jn 10:11-18 

Tuesday:  Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Ps 

    117:1a]/Jn 10:22-30 

Wednesday:  Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 

    8 [4]/Jn 12:44-50 

Thursday:  Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 

    27 [2]/Jn 13:16-20 

Friday:   Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab 

    [7bc]/Jn 14:1-6 

Saturday:  Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 

    [3cd]/Jn 14:7-14 

Next Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/1 

    Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 

 

Prayer of Pope Francis During the 

Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

O Mary, 

you always shine on our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping 

your faith firm. 

 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, 

know what we need, 

and we are sure you will provide 

so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 

we may return to joy and to feasting 

after this time of trial. 

 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 

and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 

and carried our sorrows 

to lead us, through the cross, 

to the joy of the resurrection. 

Amen. 

 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy 

Mother of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of 

we who are in trial, but deliver us from every 

danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

 

Prince of Peace Catholic Church  

4300 Walnut Lake Rd. West Bloomfield, MI  48323 

Phone 248-681-9424  ~  Fax 248-681-5543 

Website: www.princeofpeacecatholic.church 

  

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday Closed 

  

Father Ron Jozwiak 

pastor@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

  

 Weekend Liturgies: 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 NOON 

   

Weekday Liturgies: 

Monday - Wednesday:  9:00 a.m. 

  

Reconciliation/Penance  

Saturdays:  2:30 p.m. 

  

Parish Office: 248-681-9424 

Parish Secretary: Susan Hansen 

Email bulletin articles to: 

 parishsecretary@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

 

Bookkeeper:  248-681-9424 

Deb Peltier 

bookkeeper@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

 

Education Office:  248-681-5070 

Director of Religious Education:  Linda Kidd 

dre@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

 

Adult Education/RCIA Office: 

248-681-9424 

Coordinator:  Jeanne Martin 

adulted@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

 

Worship Office:  248-681-9424 

Minister: Linda Plotkowski 

worship@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

 Baptisms, Weddings, Funeral/Memorial Services, 

 Volunteers, and Nursing Homes 

 

Youth Ministry:  248-681-9424 

Minister:  Veronica Weisenberger 

youthminister@princeofpeacecatholic.church 

 

Musicians/Choir:  248-681-9424 

Pastoral Musician: David Hansen 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT:   

 

“Growing in Grace, Gratitude and Giving” 
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4th Sunday of Easter 

 

Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd but before we get all dewy-eyed over the romantic image conjured up by 

these words, it is essential we read Scripture to know who and what the Good Shepherd commands us to 

do. In reading the Word of God the Good Shepherd demands many things of us. The first is the most 

essential in our section of John 10, the sheep hear his voice. We may think this is pretty obvious but when 

have you really heard God speaking to you? His first gift is the same gift given to the witnesses of the 

Resurrection: peace. If you have not stopped long enough to hear God’s voice then you probably are not a 

peaceful person. For once peace is offered from God and we hear it and take it into our heart, trust follows 

us through dark and light, problems and pain. We become his people of peace - not complainers, not 

worriers, not doubters nor people who want to inflict pain on another. Our Scriptures this weekend show 

us what happens when people hear God’s voice and live in his peace. First there is Peter who becomes not 

just a bold speaker who proclaims he Lord’s mercy, but a living witness of it - through and through the 

Word of God has taken root in his body, mind, heart and soul so that he can do no other than proclaim 

God’s goodness, offer his mercy to others and in his own body, bear whatever may come his way. Such is 

the trust of the one who hears God’s word and takes it to heart.  

 

Second Peter reiterates what listening to the Lord does for us and dives deeper into the wonder of God’s 

love working within us. As peaceful people - those who have walked with the Lord and heard his word of 

peace and love to us - we will become more patient in our lives. Second Peter puts it this way: “if you are 

patient when you suffer for doing what is good, this is a grace before God.”  Those who heard the voice of 

the Good Shepherd go into the world and to “do good” for others. Every day, if our eyes and ears are open, 

we hear and see so many selfless acts of charity and goodness - anything from making face masks and 

giving them away, to personal sacrifices for others, food for the poor and working for justice for the 

forgotten and left out.  

 

We may ask “why” does the Lord command us to “do good” to others. And it’s right there in the Gospel. 

Jesus first of all calls us by name and offers us peace and then he “leads them out”.  In fact, scripture makes 

it much more forceful - it says “when he has driven out all his own” Now this is no small sentimental 

statement. It is a statement of great power and might --- the same word for “driven out” here is used always 

in terms of driving out demons! So great is the power of the resurrection that it not only brings us peace 

but drives out into the world to do good, dispel the darkness and plant the seeds of faith among God’s 

people. For Jesus, if you want to follow him you have to have his passion and voice to “drive out” the 

darkness of sin and pain. 

Continued on page 4: 
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Continued from page 3: 

 

No wonder Christianity has always been a force for change - Jesus has changed the world order, Jesus has 

overcome time and death and calls us to overturn the power of darkness and pain, poverty and suffering by 

our faith in him and the power that comes out of us because we believe in Him.  

 

Finally, going back into Second Peter, a final quality of listening to the Lord comes about: it asks us to be 

like Christ. As Christ carried his cross by himself without laying it on another, without complaining to 

another and without insulting another, so too, we are called to carry our cross without complaining to 

another, without insulting another, without hurting another - carry it in our heart and we carry it to Jesus 

alone so that no one else gets hurt. Henri Nouwen writes beautifully about this and calls us to be 

“wounded healers” - those who know the pain of suffering but do not give out pain or suffering to another 

but rather only healing and grace.  

 

In following the Good Shepherd, there is danger in hearing his voice. He wants us to “drive out all his own” 

and walk with Him ahead of us to bring real change into the world that results in a harvest of justice, 

mercy, compassion and peace. He wants us to be partners in the realm of grace. But, once again, it must be 

asked: do you want just a pretty picture or do you want to follow the Risen Lord into the life of the world 

and bring down the powers of darkness just like He himself continues to do.  

 

Father Ron 

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

Recognizing the Voice of Jesus 

 

When my wireless provider introduced HD Voice, the voice I heard on my phone was unbelievably 

clear, and it felt at times like both the caller and I were in the same room. The best aspect of this feature 

is that it didn’t cost the customer any additional fees, and it didn’t require any changes to the phone. I 

could say it was free, but I suspect I was already paying for it in my monthly bill anyway. At least it felt 

free.  

 

The clearer the voice calling you, the easier it is to recognize who it is on the other end of the line. In 

John’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of the gatekeeper who opens the gate and calls for his sheep. They respond 

because they know his voice. Others try to lure the sheep when the gatekeeper is not there, but the 

sheep find their voices unclear or unfamiliar.  

 

Jesus is our gatekeeper. But unlike receiving something for free from a wireless company, to be able to 

hear his voice we need to pay attention and practice listening. By developing a stewardship way of life 

that is mindful and prayerful, we become attuned to his voice and are able to discern when the call is 

from our Lord and when it is from an imposter. It is great to talk about all the things we can do and all 

the gifts we can share, but if we are not listening for his call to hear where our offerings are needed, we 

can end up like a lost sheep searching for the gatekeeper.  

 

 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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May 3, 2020  -  Gospel Meditation 

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

 

With whom do we converse and listen to the most? Believe it or not, the answer is ourselves. We are constantly 

having conversations with ourselves, and sometimes we even get caught! Our inner conversations reveal the truth 

about ourselves. We really cannot hide from ourselves, although we often pretend we can. By conversing with 

ourselves, we find solutions to our challenges, problem solve, work through our relationships, formulate opinions, 

run through dress rehearsals of possible conversations, and wrestle with and determine our system of priorities and 

values. What other voices affect the conversations we have with ourselves? 

 

Often, voices from our past continue to haunt us. These voices cause us to mistrust our judgment, harbor anger, and 

cling to our fears of rejection, failure, being wrong, and the like. It is in these inner conversations that we face what 

holds us captive — our limitations, weaknesses, sinfulness, and stubborn ego preoccupations. We often go about our 

lives putting out one fire or another, keeping ourselves preoccupied and busy, and trying to stay on top of things. 

Intentionally or unintentionally, we find ourselves wandering off. We turn around and can no longer see our home. 

We look down at our feet and realize we have lost our anchor. Feeling scared, out of place, desolate, unsettled, and 

lonely, we realize that we are lost. 

 

We listened to the wrong voices! In the midst of everything competing for our attention, the voice of the One who 

could truly call us home got muffled. We didn’t hear it. As our inner dialogues continue to play out, the one voice we 

need to consult — even before our own — is God’s. He is the Good Shepherd who can keep us safely where we need 

to be. As we graze through the stuff of our lives, we must constantly remember to look up, be attentive, and stay 

focused. Our habits of prayer are the only thing that can properly root us and keep us grounded. Contemplating 

God’s presence and developing an inner awareness of love incarnate, we will then find ourselves praying unceasingly 

as the days and nights and the ebbs and flows of our of lives unfold. Suddenly, the inner conversations we are 

constantly having are no longer just with ourselves or with voices that can lead us astray but with the Trinity, who 

desperately wants us to stay home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Thanks to all who are ever faithful in their 

commitment to our Capital Campaign for the Roof 

 

Work was supposed to begin on our Roofing project 

in early April, but with the continuing stay-at-home 

order all major construction is halted. We hope and 

pray that all will be well in the world and our region 

soon and that the roofing project can be finished. 

Thank you to all who have paid off your commitment 

and pledge and thank you to all who are continuing to 

pay off their pledge amount during this time of 

uncertainty. Your faith in His church is set firmly in 

stone.  

 

LIVE THE LITURGY 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

�

When you wake up in the morning, whose voice is the 

first one you listen to? Your own? Someone else’s? Or 

God? We all listen to someone and follow some sort of 

guidelines and principles. If it is a secular voice that 

propels us to get up in the morning and take up the 

task of the day’s agenda, then we may find ourselves off 

track. The advice found in the Acts of the Apostles was 

as true then as it is now, “Save yourselves from this 

corrupt generation.”  

 

Most of what we listen to in secular voices is off the 

axis of truth and distorted. It may sound attractive, but 

it is deceptive at best. Many have gone astray like 

sheep and need to return to the Good Shepherd. Only 

Jesus can offer us the gate of life, and only Jesus as the 

Good Shepherd can really motivate us to take on the 

challenges of life. If we don’t recognize his voice, we 

can risk facing destruction. 
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 Did you know this female saint was born during a plague?  

 

It’s Deacon Keith Fournier. This last week we celebrated the life of Saint Catherine of Siena. Here is an interesting 

fact about this Doctor of the Church. Did you that she was born during the outbreak of the plague in Siena? 

 

In an age collapsing under the weight of sin and wandering aimlessly without a moral compass, we need holy 

women and men to be raised up to shake the church and bring conversion to a world waiting to be born again. 

 

We need saints. 

 

Saints are a gift for the whole Church. They remind us that the Risen Jesus Christ still walks in our midst, making 

ordinary men and women extraordinary. And, Jesus can do the same with each one of us. 

 

Catherine of Siena, while praying at Peter's tomb, experienced the great weight of the Church fall on her 

shoulders. So conformed to the Savior, she joined herself to His ongoing redemptive mission. She offered herself- and 

her suffering - as a "victim" for the renewal of the whole Church, which is His Body. 

 

On April 29 of that year, around midday, God called her to Himself in the passing of death. 

 

Yet, like all the saints, this extraordinary woman came from an ordinary background. That is why knowing her 

story helps us to understand that the power of the Holy Spirit can transform all who surrender themselves 

completely to the Lord on this day. Let us consider her life, and choose to learn the Way of the Lord from her 

example.  

 

Before Pentecost comes, you and I must follow Saint Catherine’s example.   

 

As the Deacon and Chaplain of YCVF and Catholic Online School, our mission is to follow Our Lord. but we 

need your help. 

  

How can you help? Well… take a look: 

 

My Personal Message to All Catholics this Easter 

  

May the Lord bless you, 

  

Deacon Keith 

Dean and Chaplain, Catholic Online School  



Page 7 PRINCE OF PEACE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

�

WHY DO WE DO THAT 

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Daily Prayer Versus Mass? 

 

Question:  

I have a friend who says she doesn’t need to attend 

Mass because she prays to God every day. What are 

your thoughts on this justification? 

 

Answer: 

If the only reason for going to church were to talk to 

God, your friend might be right. Prayer is not 

something limited to a physical place or even a holy 

place. If the sole purpose of the Church were prayer, it 

would be a narrow purpose indeed. The Church is a 

community of believers, formed by “one Lord, one 

faith, one Baptism.” It is an outward sign of our faith in 

God instituted by Christ, and the purpose of the 

Church is to give us grace, that is, a share in God’s life. 

 

Coming to Mass is not really for God’s sake, but for 

ours. If we believe that Jesus is truly present in the 

holy Eucharist, then we will want to be in his 

presence. We will want to be fed by him. Our daily 

prayer and good works are strengthened by our 

authentic encounter with our Lord. For Catholics, it is 

at Mass that we celebrate the source and summit of 

our faith. If this is true, why would we ever stay away?�

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

 

The National Day of Prayer is observed annually on the 

first Thursday in May.  This day of observance, designated 

by the United States Congress, asks people “to turn to 

God in prayer and meditation.” The modern law 

formalizing the annual National Day of Prayer observance 

was enacted in 1952 and each year since, the President of 

the United States has signed a proclamation, encouraging 

all Americans to pray on this day. 

 

HOW TO OBSERVE 

Use #NationalDayOfPrayer to post on social media. 

 

HISTORY 

Before 1952, there have been a few other individual National Days of Prayer in United States history: 

 

�� July 20, 1775 – The Continental Congress issued a proclamation recommending “a day of public humiliation, 

fasting, and prayer” be observed. 

�� In 1795 –  George Washington proclaimed a day of public thanksgiving and prayer. 

�� May 9, 1798 – John Adams declared this day as “a day of solemn humility, fasting, and prayer.” 

�� March 1863 –  On March 3,  Abraham Lincoln signed a Congressional resolution, during the Civil War, which 

called for April 30, 1863, as a day of fasting and prayer. 

 

For more information on National Day of Prayer visit the website nationaldayofprayer.org. 
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Saints Philip and James   -  Saint of the Day for May 3 

 

Saints Philip and James’ Story 

 

James, Son of Alphaeus: We know nothing of this man except his name, and, of course, the fact that Jesus chose him 

to be one of the 12 pillars of the New Israel, his Church. He is not the James of Acts, son of Clopas, “brother” of Jesus 

and later bishop of Jerusalem and the traditional author of the Letter of James. James, son of Alphaeus, is also known 

as James the Lesser to avoid confusing him with James the son of Zebedee, also an apostle and known as James the 

Greater. 

 

Philip: Philip came from the same town as Peter and Andrew, Bethsaida in Galilee. Jesus called him directly, 

whereupon he sought out Nathanael and told him of the “one about whom Moses wrote” (Jn 1:45).  Like the other 

apostles, Philip took a long time coming to realize who Jesus was. On one occasion, when Jesus saw the great 

multitude following him and wanted to give them food, he asked Philip where they should buy bread for the people 

to eat. Saint John comments, “[Jesus] said this to test him, because he himself knew what he was going to do” (Jn 

6:6). Philip answered, “Two hundred days’ wages worth of food would not be enough for each of them to have a little 

[bit]” (Jn 6:7). 

 

John’s story is not a put-down of Philip. It was simply necessary for these men who were to be the foundation stones 

of the Church to see the clear distinction between humanity’s total helplessness apart from God and the human 

ability to be a bearer of divine power by God’s gift. 

 

On another occasion, we can almost hear the exasperation in Jesus’s voice. After Thomas had complained that they 

did not know where Jesus was going, Jesus said, “I am the way. If you know me, then you will also know my Father. 

From now on you do know him and have seen him” (Jn 14:6a, 7). Then Philip said, “Master, show us the Father, and 

that will be enough for us” (Jn 14:8). Enough! Jesus answered, “Have I been with you for so long a time and you still 

do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (Jn 14:9a). 

 

Possibly because Philip bore a Greek name or because he was thought to be close to Jesus, some gentile proselytes 

came to him and asked him to introduce them to Jesus. Philip went to Andrew, and Andrew went to Jesus. Jesus’s 

reply in John’s Gospel is indirect; Jesus says that now his “hour” has come, that in a short time he will give his life for 

Jew and gentile alike. 

 

Reflection 

 

As in the case of the other apostles, we see in James and Philip human men who became foundation stones of the 

Church, and we are reminded again that holiness and its consequent apostolate are entirely the gift of God, not a 

matter of human achieving. All power is God’s power, even the power of human freedom to accept his gifts. “You will 

be clothed with power from on high,” Jesus told Philip and the others. Their first commission had been to expel 

unclean spirits, heal diseases, announce the kingdom. They learned, gradually, that these externals were sacraments 

of an even greater miracle inside their persons—the divine power to love like God. 

 

Saints Philip and James are the Patron Saints of:  Uruguay 

 

franciscanmedia.com 



Page 9 PRINCE OF PEACE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

�

May 2020 �

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     

1 

6:00 The Young and 

the Rest of Us 

2 

10:00  Centering 

Prayer 

2:30 Reconciliation 

4:00 Mass 

 

 

3  4th Sunday of 

Easter 

8-10-12 Noon Mass 

4 

9:00 Mass 

St. Christine’s  

5  Cinco de Mayo 

9:00 Mass 

St. Christine’s 

6 

9:00 Mass 

7 8 9 

10:00  Centering 

Prayer 

2:30 Reconciliation 

4:00 Mass 

 

 

10 5th Sunday of 

Easter 

Mother’s Day 

8-10-12 Noon Mass 

11 

9:00 Mass 

12 

9:00 Mass 

7:00 K of C 

13 

9:00 Mass 

10:00 Women’s 

Spirituality 

14 

10:00 Scripture 

15 16 

10:00  Centering 

Prayer 

2:30 Reconciliation 

4:00 Mass 

 

 

17  6th Sunday of 

Easter 

8-10-12 Noon Mass 

18 

9:00 Mass 

19 

9:00 Mass 

7:30 K of C 

20 

9:00 Mass 

21 22 23 

10:00  Centering 

Prayer 

2:30 Reconciliation 

4:00 Mass 

24   Ascension 

8-10-12 Noon Mass 

25  Memorial Day 

NO MORNING 

MASS 

Parish and Parish 

Offices Closed 

26 

9:00 Mass 

27 

9:00 Mass 

10:00 Women’s 

Spirituality 

28 

10:00 Scripture 

29 30 

10:00  Centering 

Prayer 

2:30 Reconciliation 

4:00 Mass 

31  Pentecost 

8-10-12 Noon Mass 

      

Please go to our website: 

www.princeofpeacecatholic.church  

Mass for Sunday, May 3, 2020. 

Video available Saturday afternoon, May 2, 2020. 

 

Due Governor Whitmer’s “Stay Home, Stay Safe” executive order all of 

the May dates are subject to change as of this publication date. 
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Saturday, May 2 

 4:00 p.m.  �Thomas Swiat Sr., Lyle Doyle, 

    Gary Graustein, Charlotte Ankers 

 

 

Sunday, May 3 

 8:00 a.m.  �Dr. Robert Dubensky 

 10:00 a.m. �Fred & Mouna Dally 

 12:00 Noon Obi Agomuoh & Family  

    Special Intentions 

 

 

Monday, May 4 

 9:00 a.m.  �Charlotte Ankers 

 

 

Tuesday, May 5 

 9:00 a.m.  The Families of Prince of Peace  

 

 

Wednesday, May 6 

 9:00 a.m.  The Families of Prince of Peace 

  

 

Dear Jesus, 

 

Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, 

we turn to you in this time of illness.   

 

O dearest comforter of the troubled, 

alleviate our worry and sorrow with your gentle love, 

and grant us the grace and strength to accept this burden. 

 

Dear God, we place our worries in your hands. 

We place our sick under your care and humbly ask that you 

restore your servant to health again. 

 

Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will and know 

that whatever you do, you do for the love of us. 

Amen. 

 

Pray for our Armed Forces: 

Heavenly Father, 

Be with our men and women as they serve our 

country.  When they are faced with danger, 

give them the courage of Michael the Archangel, 

who was victorious over evil.  When our soldiers are faced with difficult 

choices, give them the discernment of St. Martin of Tours, 

the soldier who remembered to aid the meek and helpless. 

When our soldiers are injured or forced to the sidelines, 

give them the guidance you gave to St. Ignatius of Loyola, 

who turned a time of pain and recovery from a war wound into a new 

life of trust in you.  Amen. 

Weekly Offertory 

 

During this time where we are not able to celebrate 

Mass together, we want to remind you that most of the 

costs of the parish remain the same as always.  

Accordingly, we ask that you consider continuing your 

financial support of the parish: 

 

By online giving - either enrolling monthly or giving 

one-time gifts at : 

https://princeofpeacecatholic.weshareonline.org 

Or: 

By mailing your offertory envelope to the parish office 

at Prince of Peace Catholic Church 

5300 Green Road, West Bloomfield, MI 48323 

 

God bless and thank you in advance for your generous 

support. 

 

Thank you to all who have responded so kindly via 

email and telephone about our website and the fact 

that you can stay connected to your Prince of Peace 

community by watching our Sunday Mass online.  Our 

website address is: 

 

princeofpeacecatholic.church  

 

click on the box on the homepage for the weekly Mass. 

 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 

 

First Reading 

Luke tells us that Peter often testified: “Save yourself 

from this corrupt generation.” How is this message still 

applicable today? 

 

Second Reading 

Peter asserts that the virtue of patience in one’s 

suffering is a grace from God because Jesus modeled 

patient suffering. How does the exercise of this 

spiritual disposition help bring peace of mind? 

 

Gospel Reading 

Using the metaphor of sheep and gatekeeper, Jesus 

teaches his disciples the importance of remaining 

focused on his voice. Why do you think people are so 

easily distracted from other voices? 

“Grant them eternal rest, 

O Lord, and let 

Perpetual light shine upon them.” 

 

 

Cris Nazareno 
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 31950 W. Twelve Mile Rd. 851 North Canton Center Rd.
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