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Message from Fr. Herman

After a reflective season of Advent during which we have reflected on our loving relationship with the Lord, we
celebrate His coming to live among us. The Gospel for the Third Sunday in Advent was so comforting as it confirmed us in
our becoming one with Christ and His entrusting us with the work He has given us to do. He must be pleased with all the
giving the members of St. Ronald have done in their many gifts and donations to help others have a joyous Christmas and
experience the love of God working through our parishioners.

If you are joining us for the Christmas celebration, we invite you to return and become a member of this great
community. Our prayers is that you and yours will have a Christmas of peace and joy and a new year with God’s
blessings.

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to your people who trust in your love. By your coming, raise us to the
joy of your kingdom where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Respectfully and may God’s peace be with you.
Fr. William J. Herman, Pastor
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"I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all of the people." Merry Christmas! This familiar story
dances with new life and vigor today. We, too, have waited in darkness. We, too, have felt in the desert of the modern
world. Our hearts lift at the candles of midnight Mass. The Eucharist - that simple little host resting in the stable of our
hearts - has new meaning. Our joy lifts at the sight of long-unseen family. The wonder of the season is here. Glory to
God indeed!

But for some of us, perhaps the patterns feel too familiar, almost grating. Or someone is missing from our story
this year. Unlike Mary and Joseph - who found refuge in a stable - perhaps we still feel like we're searching for a place
to rest. This Christmas season, let Jesus be that place. Let the Christmas story wash over you in all its human
relevance. In the Holy Family, we see the fear of a first-time father trying to shelter and protect his family, a deeply
vulnerable moment on a cold, uncomfortable night, and giving birth with little assistance. In the shepherds, we see an
entirely unexpected encounter with wonder, a divine revelation none were expecting. We see the dazzling hope of a
promise fulfilled.

In the celebration of Christmas, we celebrate the Incarnation. God becomes man because we humans need
someone we can touch, see, and feel. Some of us may be especially sensitive to a lack of incarnate love in our lives.
Whatever our experience, God invites us to receive HIM - His story, His presence, His love. And He invites us to give
it away, to make His love a little more incarnate in the world by our actions. Look for someone to love today that they,
too, might recognize Emmanuel, God with us!

St. Ronald Parish

Christmas Eve — Monday, December 24
Mass at 4pm and at 10pm, Christmas concert at 9:30pm

Christmas Day — Tuesday, December 25
Mass at 10am

Feast of the Holy Family — Sunday, December 30
Mass on Saturday at 4pm and on Sunday at 8:30am and 11am.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God - Tuesday, January 1
A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
Mass on Monday, December 31 at 4pm and on Tuesday, January 1 at 10am.

1st Friday - January 4
Mass at 9am, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows.
Benediction at noon.
All are welcome to come spend some quiet time with the Lord.

Epiphany of the Lord - Sunday, January 6
Mass on Saturday, Jan 5 at 4pm and on Sunday, Jan 6 at 8:30 and 11am

Baptism of the Lord - Sunday, January 13
Mass on Saturday, Jan 12 at 4pm and on Sunday, Jan 13 at 8:30 and 11am.

Join us for morning Mass Tuesdays through Fridays at 9am.

Parish Offices will be closed December 24-26 and December 31-January 1




