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From Our Pastor�

Prayer for Spiritual Communion:�

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You       

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 

to be separated from You. Amen.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Dear Parishioners,�

I hope and pray that you are all doing well in these unprecedented �mes! So far, I have not heard of any of our parishion-

ers having the virus, nonetheless, let us all keep each other in prayer as these days and weeks pass by. I wanted you to 

know that I have received direc�ves from the Diocese on the upcoming Triduum Masses. The schedule will be posted on 

our website and social media (Facebook and Instagram) this week so keep an eye on those places in case of any changes. 

Right now, the schedule for the live stream Masses will be:�

Holy Thursday live stream Mass at 7:00 p.m.�

Good Friday service live stream at 3:00 p.m.�

Easter Vigil live stream Mass at 9:00 p.m.�

Easter Sunday live stream Mass at 10:00 a.m.�

You are all in my prayers!�

Fr. Dan�

From the Business Manager:�

�

Dear Parishioners,�

Thank you to all of our parishioners that are continuing to sign up for Online Giving.  Thank you as well to the 

many folks who continue to mail in contribution envelopes.  We are blessed and encouraged by your faithful 

response and ongoing commitment!   THANK YOU!�

�

This pandemic has challenged the Church on many fronts, financial giving for parishes throughout the world 

have been considerably reduced.  Since the government mandated shutdown parishes across the diocese have 

seen a decline in giving of nearly 50%, and St. John the Baptist is no exception.  Your support of our parish is 

as important now as it has ever been.�

�

If you have not already done so, please consider donating to St. John the Baptist via Online Giving. I am happy 

to assist you in answering any questions! Please email me directly at johnrecznik@gmail.com. �

God is with us! Let us continue walking in the sure knowledge that he will help us and sustain us throughout 

this unprecedented time… be not afraid!�

�

John Recznik�
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  �

  *Please note, Fr. Dan will be offering up these names  at 

a private daily Mass : 

�

   MONDAY, April 6th� �

                  No Mass intention recorded�

                �

  TUESDAY, April 7th�

                  No Mass intention recorded�

�

  WEDNESDAY, April 8th�

                  † Mass  for Christopher Duchêne�

                  req. by Jackie Duchêne�

�

  THURSDAY, April 9th�

                  Mass of the Lord’s Supper� People of the �

                  Parish�

                    �

  FRIDAY, April 10th� Good Friday�

   �

  SATURDAY, April 11th�

                 † Mass for Pascal Vieradefreitas�

                 req. by Ginette Vieradefreitas�

                �

                 Easter Vigil�People of the Parish�

                  �

  SUNDAY, April 12th�

                 Easter Sunday� People of the Parish�

�

                     �

�

�

FAMILIES,�

“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” It is 

easy for us to maybe feel this way at this time when can-

not join together and receive our Lord in the Precious Sac-

rament. Don’t be confused by the words Jesus said on the 

cross. He was reminding the Jews of the scripture He was 

fulfilling. �

You who fear the LORD, praise him;�

all you descendants of Jacob, give glory to him;�

revere him, all you descendants of Israel! Psalm 22:23�

We are His people. He is with us always. In Romans 5:3�5 

Paul tells us:�

� … we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, and endurance produces charac-

ter, and character produces hope, and hope does not 

disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been 

given to us.�

Friends, let us not lose hope. Rather let us draw closer to 

the Lord and one another in this time of need.�

�

FROM OUR GOSPEL WEEKLIES PROGRAM�

Connecting Gospel & Doctrine �

Why did the people welcome Jesus to Jerusalem? Why did 

Jesus wash the feet of his friends? How is the Mass like the 

Last Supper? Why is Jesus’ Death so important? Whom do 

you know that puts their needs after the needs of others? 

Name a charity your family supports with money or volun-

teer service. Why is it important to you? Who makes sacri-

fices for you? In what ways do you sacrifice for family and 

friends? Reflect on how your Lenten sacrifices show your 

gratitude for Jesus’ sacrifice� that is, his Death on the 

Cross. How are your Lenten commitments going?�

�

Catholic Faith Word/Phrase �

Hosanna� A Hebrew phrase that means “God, save your 

people!”�

Jesus� A Hebrew name that means “God saves” �

Holy Week� In the Liturgical Year, the week preceding 

Easter. Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday and culminates 

in the memorial of Christ’s Passion, Death and Resurrec-

tion. Passion� another word for Jesus’ suffering before he 

died on the Cross.�

�

With My Family�

Pray� God, help me to be selfless like Jesus and out oth-

er people’s needs before my own. Amen.�

Think� How do I stand up for my friends?�

Act� Lead your family on a walk through the Stations of 

the Cross. The stations mark Jesus’ difficult journey to the 

place where he was crucified. Notice the many people 

who helped Jesus when he needed it. Since we can’t do 

this together in Church, be creative and find a way to do 

it at home. �

Here is a link for coloring pages: �

http://www.thecatholickid.com/stations�of�the�cross�

coloring�pages/�

Here is a USCCB link for prayers and instructions:�

http://www.usccb.org/prayer�and�worship/prayers�and�

devotions/stations�of�the�cross/scriptural�stations�of�the�

cross.cfm�

�

�

Becky Diachun�

Faith Formation Coordinator�

religiousformation@gmail.com�
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Readings of the Week 

SUNDAY’S READINGS,  APRIL 5th 

�

Processional Gospel:�

“Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the   

highest.” (Mt 21:9b)�

�

First Reading:�

The Lord GBC is my help, therefore I am not         

disgraced. (Is 50:7a)�

�

Psalm:�

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? (Ps 

22)�

Second Reading: He humbled himself, becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross. (Phil 2:8)�

�

Gospel:�

But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and gave 

up his spirit. And behold, the veil of the sanctuary�

was torn in two from top to bottom. (Mt 27:11�50�

51)�

Please Pray for our Sick and Homebound:�

�

Joe McCadden� � Mike Rudisill�

Cara Wegrzyn� � Sally Lattuca� �

Rebecca MacKenzie� Craig Ramirez�

Claudia Dumas� � Andrea Oetjens�

Marty Wideman� � Brad Thomsen� � �

Theresa Nestorak�� Jane Turpen�

Gladys Cervetto� � Katie O’Toole� Bruce Ridley�

� � �

�

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT OUR PRAYER LIST�

  The names of the sick, homebound, and �

military personnel will run in this column for 3 months, at 

which time they will be removed.  To add a name, re�list a 

name, or remove a name, please call the parish office at 

734.483.3360.  �

 �

�

Please Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel:�

Staff Sgt. James Eberts, Jr.�

Capt. Robert Eberts, IV�

MKC Ian Gable, USCG�

CMO Mary Gable, USCG�

Capt. Kristin Mixon �

Capt. Russ Mixon�

Staff Sgt. Stacey Moore�

MAJ William Muraski �

Cayce Whitcomb, USMC 3rd Battalion 5�

Cpl.Hailey Ann Roof�

S. Sgt. Ashley Rager�

Tech. Sgt. Jay Russell�

Chief Petty Officer, Jacob Meyer�

�

�

Ordo 2020�

Book 14�

�

Jesus, humbling himself out of 

love for us, did not shield his face 

from buffets and spitting, but  

offered his life on the cross. He 

relied on his Father’s love.�

�

�

 St. John the Baptist is on                                                      

Facebook: @Ypsilanti.catholic  

and  

Instagram: sjbypsilanti 

�

For the week of April 5, 2020�

�

Sunday: Mt 21:1�11/Is 50:4�7/Ps 22:8�9, 17�18, 19�

20, 23�24 [2a]/Phil 2:6�11/Mt 26:14�27:66 or 27:11�

54�

�  �

Monday: Is 42:1�7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13�14 [1a]/Jn 12:1

�11�

� �

Tuesday: Is 49:1�6/Ps 71:1�2, 3�4a, 5ab�6ab, 15 and 

17 [cf. 15ab]/Jn 13:21�33, 36�38�

�

Wednesday: Is 50:4�9a/Ps 69:8�10, 21�22, 31 and 

33�34 [14c]/Mt 26:14�25�

�

Thursday: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1�3a, 6a, 8b�9/Ps 

89:21�22, 25 and 27 [2]/Rv 1:5�8/Lk 4:16�21�

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1�8, 11�

14/Ps 116:12�13, 15�16bc, 17�18 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1 

Cor 11:23�26/Jn 13:1�15�

�

Friday: Is 52:13�53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12�13, 15�16, 17, 

25 [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14�16; 5:7�9/Jn 18:1�19:42�

�

Saturday: �

Vigil: Gn 1:1�2:2 or 1:1, 26�31a/Ps 104:1�2, 5�6, 

10, 12, 13�14, 24, 35 [30] or Ps 33:4�5, 6�7, 12�13, 

20�22 [5b]/Gn 22:1�18 or 22:1�2, 9a, 10�13, 15�18/

Ps 16:5, 8, 9�10, 11 [1]/Ex 14:15�15:1/Ex 15:1�2, 3�

4, 5�6, 17�18 [1b]/Is 54:5�14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5�6, 11�12, 

13 [2a]/Is 55:1�11/Is 12:2�3, 4, 5�6 [3]/Bar 3:9�15, 

32�4:4/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 36:16�17a, 

18�28/Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 [42:2] or Is 12:2�3, 4bcd, 5

�6 [3] or Ps 51:12�13, 14�15, 18�19 [12a]/Rom 6:3�

11/Ps 118:1�2, 16�17, 22�23/Mt 28:1�10�

�

Next Sunday:�Acts 10:34a, 37�43/Ps 118:1�2, 16�17, 

22�23 [24]/Col 3:1�4 or 1 Cor 5:6b�8/Jn 20:1�9 or Mt 

28:1�10�
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The Revolutionary Message of Palm Sunday�

By Bishop Robert Barron�

�

The texts that Christians typically read on Palm Sunday have become so familiar to them that they probably don’t sense 

their properly revolutionary power. But no first�century Jew would have missed the excitement and danger implicit in 

the coded language of the accounts describing Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem just a few days before his death.�

�

In Mark’s Gospel we hear that Jesus and his disciples “drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount 

of Olives.” A bit of trivial geographical detail, we might be tempted to conclude. But we have to remember that pious 

Jews of Jesus’ time were immersed in the infinitely complex world of the Hebrew Scriptures and stubbornly read every-

thing through the lens provided by those writings.�

�

About five hundred years before Jesus’ time, the prophet Ezekiel had relayed a vision of the “Shekinah” (the glory) of 

Yahweh leaving the temple, due to its corruption: “The glory of the Lord went out from the threshold of the house (the 

temple) and stopped above the cherubim. The cherubim . . . rose from the earth in my sight as they went out . . . They 

stopped at the entrance of the east gate of the house of the Lord; and the glory of the God of Israel was above 

them” (Ezek. 10:18�19). This was one of the most devastating texts in the Old Testament. The temple of the Lord was 

seen as, in almost a literal sense, the dwelling place of God, the meeting�place of heaven and earth. Thus even to im-

agine that the glory of the Lord had quit his temple was shocking in the extreme. However, Ezekiel also prophesied that 

one day the glory of God would return to the temple, and precisely from the same direction in which it had left: “Then 

he brought me to the gate, the gate facing east. And there, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the east; 

the sound was like the sound of mighty waters; and the earth shone with his glory” (Ez. 43:1�2). Furthermore, upon the 

return of the Lord’s glory, Ezekiel predicted, the corrupt temple would be cleansed, restored, rebuilt.�

�

Now, let’s return to Jesus who, during his public ministry, consistently spoke and acted in the very person of God, and 

who said in reference to himself, “You have a greater than the temple here.” As they saw him approaching Jerusalem 

from the east, they would have remembered Ezekiel’s vision and would have begun to entertain the wild but thrilling 

idea that perhaps this Jesus was, in person, the glory of Yahweh returning to his dwelling place on earth. And in light of 

this, they would have understood the bewildering acts that Jesus performed in the temple. He was, in fact, another 

Ezekiel, pronouncing judgment on the old temple and then announcing a magnificent rebuilding campaign: “I will tear 

down this place and in three days rebuild it.” Jesus, they came to understand, was the new and definitive temple, the 

meeting�place of heaven and earth.�

�

And there is even more to see in the drama of Jesus’ arrival in the Holy City. As the rabbi from Nazareth entered      

Jerusalem on a donkey, no one could have missed the reference to a passage in the book of the prophet Zechariah: 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and vic-

torious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zech. 9:9). A thousand years before the 

time of Jesus, David had taken possession of Jerusalem, dancing before the Ark of the Covenant. David’s son Solomon 

built the great temple in David’s city in order to house the Ark, and therefore, for that brief, shining moment, Israel 

was ruled by righteous kings. But then Solomon himself and a whole slew of his descendants fell into corruption, and 

the prophets felt obligated to criticize the kings as thoroughly as they criticized the temple. The people began to long 

for the return of the king, for the appearance of the true David, the one who would deal with the enemies of the nation 

and rule as king of the world. They expected this new David to be, of course, a human figure, but something else rather 

surprising colored their expectation�namely, that through this human being, God would actually come to rule the    

nation. Here are just two passages, chosen from dozens, that express this hope: “For I am a great king says Yahweh of 

hosts, and my name is reverenced among the nations” (Malachi 1:14); and “I will extol you, my God and King, and bless 

your name forever . . . Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all genera-

tions” (Psalm 145). So to draw these various strands together, we might say that the biblical authors expected Yahweh 

to become king, precisely through a son of David, who would enter the holy city�not as a conquering hero riding a 

stately Arabian charger, but as a humble figure riding a young donkey. Could anyone have missed that this was exactly 

what they were seeing on Palm Sunday? Jesus was not only the glory of Yahweh returning to his temple; he was also the 

new David, indeed Yahweh himself, reclaiming his city and preparing to deal with the enemies of Israel.�

�

He fought, of course, not in the conventional manner. Instead, he took all of the dysfunction of the world upon himself 

and swallowed it up in the ocean of the divine mercy and forgiveness. He thereby dealt with the enemies of the nation 

and emerged as the properly constituted king of the world. And this is why Pontius Pilate, placing over the cross a sign 

in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew announcing that this crucified Jesus is King of the Jews, became, despite himself, the first 

great evangelist!�

�

And so the message, delivered in the wonderfully coded and 

ironic language of the Gospel writers, still resonates today: 

heaven and earth have come together; God is victorious;   

Jesus is Lord.�

�

�

�

�

Used by permission from wordonfire.org�

�
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