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From Our Pastor�

�

�

�

�

�

Dear Brothers and Sisters,�

�

Happy Divine Mercy Sunday! This special second 

Sunday of Easter, Pope John Paul II designated as a 

Sunday where we celebrate the gift of His Divine 

Mercy. This was inspired by revelations given to St. 

Faustina, a nun in Poland in the last century. If you 

are not familiar with her story or any of her writ-

ing, I highly encourage you to spend some time 

with it. To summarize, we are simply reminded of 

the immensity of God’s mercy for us. All we need 

to do is bring our sins to Him, and He is ready and 

willing to wipe them away.��

�

I’m sure that this current state of affairs has been 

very difficult for all of us. To be honest, I have 

even been tempted to become discouraged or 

downhearted. However, as I come to the Lord in 

prayer, I am reminded of His goodness and faith-

fulness. We are not invited to just simply survive 

this quarantine, He wants us to thrive! That is, to 

enter more deeply into the mystery of His mercy. 

Know of my prayers for you, that we might all re-

ceive this grace in abundance this week.�

�

Adoration� A reminder that we will have walk up 

adoration available through a window into the   

office from Monday�Friday from 12�3. We will     

potentially be offering this over the weekends, as 

well. Be sure to take advantage of this opportunity 

to spend some time with the Lord. �

�

In Christ,�

Fr. Dan�

Dear Friends,�

Since the start of the stay at home order, we have 

seen over 70 parishioners sign up for Online     

Giving. Many more have continued using their en-

velopes and have mailed them to us. To all of you 

that have continued to support us financially or in 

prayer, we want to say THANK YOU!��

As you are aware, these unprecedented times 

have brought many financial challenges to our 

parish as our regular giving has dropped signifi-

cantly. If you have not done so, please prayerfully 

consider making a donation to our parish. If you 

have any questions on signing up for Online Giving 

(secure, electronic, giving program used by most 

parishes)�  please email me directly at         

johnrecznik@gmail.com. We now also have a   

Paypal option on our online giving page as well!

Envelopes can continue to be mailed to us, of 

course, at 411 Florence Street, Ypsilanti, 48197.��

We realize that many of you may be impacted by 

the current economy, either in your employment 

or ability to give financially. Please be assured of 

our prayers for you, dear parishioners, during this 

time. If you have a specific prayer request, please 

drop us a line and let us know. We are here for 

you as a parish staff!��

May the peace of the RISEN CHRIST be with you 

and your loved ones this Easter season!��

John Recznik, Business Manager�
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� � � � � � � � � Photo Credit: Michelle Gerlach via Instagram�

�

�

Images from our first outdoor walk up Adoration on 4/16�
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  �

  *Please note, Fr. Dan will be offering up these names  at 

a private daily Mass : 

�

   MONDAY, April 20th�

                   † Mass for Mike McCully�

                    Req. by Leanna McCully�

�

  TUESDAY, April 21st�

                  † Mass  for Therese Jones�

                  Req. by Walking With Purpose �

                  Bible Study Group Members�

�

  WEDNESDAY, April 22nd�

                  For Healing for Robert Berarducci�

                  Req. by Joe and Mary Firn�

�

  THURSDAY, April 23rd�

                  † Mass  for Patricia Quinn�

                  Req. by SJB Staff  �

                  �

  FRIDAY, April 24th�

   �

  SATURDAY, April 25th�

                 † Mass for John Slicker�

                 Req. by Camilla & Christopher Slicker�

                              �

  SUNDAY, April 26th 

                       People of the Parish 

�

                                      �

�

ALLELULIA! IT IS DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY!�

�

We are still celebrating the resurrection of our Lord. While 

we should be excited beyond measure with this news, we 

may find ourselves bogged down in the present�day reality 

of this difficult time. We may find that, like Thomas, we 

are doubting in the resurrection of Jesus and His very 

presence in our lives. Reread today’s second reading if you 

need to have the doubt shaken away. “…rejoice, although 

now for a little while you may have to suffer through vari-

ous trials, so that the genuineness of your faith…even 

though tested by fire, may prove to be for praise, glory, 

and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ…1 Pt 1:6�7�

�

We can still receive the graces promised through The Di-

vine Mercy. Known as making an act of Spiritual Commun-

ion, God will give you all the graces you need because of 

your great trust in Him. God does not abandon anyone. He 

is especially close to the broken�hearted and those bound 

by disease, sin, despair, loneliness, or physical handicaps. 

He IS with us.�

�

FROM OUR GOSPEL WEEKLIES PROGRAM�

Connecting Gospel & Doctrine �

Why does Thomas refuse to believe Jesus is risen? What 

causes him to change his mind? What do you believe about 

Jesus? What Church traditions for celebrating Easter help 

you understand your Christian faith?�

�

Catholic Faith Word/Phrase �

Easter� the day the Church celebrates Jesus’ Resurrection 

from the dead. Easter is the high point of the Liturgical 

Year.�

�

With My Family�

Pray� Alleluia! I am filled with joy that Jesus has been 

raised from the dead. Help me, God, to share my joy with 

others. Amen.�

Think� How do I share the Good News of Jesus’ Resurrec-

tion with others?�

Act� At this time when we can not be with everyone we 

love, remember to stay connected. Call someone you 

haven’t been able to see. Share the hope of the            

Resurrection with everyone.�

�

�

Becky Diachun�

Faith Formation Coordinator�

religiousformation@gmail.com�

Your Financial Support�

�

Thank you for your continued donations to St. 

John the Baptist! There are three easy ways to 

donate, please visit www.ypsilanticatholic.com 

and click on the Online Giving tab for              

more information!�

�

�� Online Giving �

�� PayPal (new!)�

�� Mail your pledge envelopes to our address at   

411 Florence Street, Ypsilanti, MI 48197�

�

�

�

�
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Attention College Students!!!�

Want to get involved in a community with fellow Catholics 

on campus? Interested in joining a Bible study? Inspired to 

dive deeper into the Faith? �

Contact one of your FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic 

University Students) missionaries to see how �

you can get involved!�

�

amanda.roche@focus.org�

andrew.stgermain@focus.org�

dixie.lutz@focus.org�

alek.mitchell@focus.org�

carlymitchell937@gmail.com��

CAMPUS CORNER�

Prayer for Spiritual Communion:�

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You       

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 

to be separated from You. Amen.�

�

Do	you	need	Assistance	during	this	

Time?�

�

Emmaus	Health	Partners, in cooperation with 

Be	Love	Revolution, are responding to the call 

to be Christ’s light in this time of crisis with the 

Emmaus	Help	Line! �

Our    volunteers can help you locate the  resources 

you need: groceries, academic  tutors, creative    

ideas for children, or just a friendly voice to offer 

prayer, support, and combat loneliness.�

 Email requests at  �

https://emmaushealthpartners.org/ �

or call toll free at 734�	348�5237 �

and leave a voice message. �

A volunteer will get back to you within 24 hours. �

�

How to Pray the Chaplet  

of Divine Mercy 

�

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed 

forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy opened 

up for the whole world. O Fount of Life,         

unfathomable Divine Mercy,�

envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out 

upon us.�

�

(Repeat 3 times) O Blood and Water, which 

gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a     

fountain of Mercy for us, I trust in You!�

�

Our Father, Hail Mary and the Apostle's Creed�

�

For each of the five decades�(On each “Our   

Father” bead of the rosary, pray)�

�

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, 

Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our 

Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and 

those of the whole world.�

�

(On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads, pray)�

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy 

on us and on the whole world.�

�

Concluding prayer�(Repeat 3 times)�

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, 

have  mercy on us and on the whole world.�

�

Optional Closing Prayer�

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the 

treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly 

upon us and increase Your mercy in us, that in 

difficult moments we might not despair nor    

become despondent, but with great confidence 

submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love 

and Mercy itself. �
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Readings of the Week 

SUNDAY’S  READINGS 

 

First Reading:�

They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of 

heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all the 

people. (Acts 2:46b�47a)�

�

Psalm:�

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love is 

everlasting. (Ps 118) or Alleluia�

�

Second Reading:�

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a new birth 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead. (1 Pt 1:3�9)�

�

Gospel:�

Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe      

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 

have not seen and have believed.” (Jn 20:19�31)�

Please Pray for our Sick and Homebound:�

�

Joe McCadden� � Mike Rudisill�

Cara Wegrzyn� � Sally Lattuca� �

Rebecca MacKenzie� Craig Ramirez�

Claudia Dumas� � Andrea Oetjens�

Marty Wideman� � Brad Thomsen� � �

Theresa Nestora�� Jane Turpen�

Gladys Cervetto� � Katie O’Toole    Bruce Ridley�

� � �

�

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT OUR PRAYER LIST�

  The names of the sick, homebound, and �

military personnel will run in this column for 3 months, at 

which time they will be removed.  To add a name, re�list a 

name, or remove a name, please call the parish office at 

734.483.3360.  �

 �

�

Please Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel:�

�

Staff Sgt. James Eberts, Jr.�

Capt. Robert Eberts, IV�

MKC Ian Gable, USCG�

CMO Mary Gable, USCG�

Capt. Kristin Mixon �

Capt. Russ Mixon�

Staff Sgt. Stacey Moore�

MAJ William Muraski �

Cayce Whitcomb, USMC 3rd Battalion 5�

Cpl.Hailey Ann Roof�

S. Sgt. Ashley Rager�

Tech. Sgt. Jay Russell�

Chief Petty Officer, Jacob Meyer�

�

�

Ordo 2020�

Book 14�

�

Thomas believed because he saw the risen Jesus.    

Although we have never seen him, we believe in 

him. We give thanks to the Lord for this gift of 

faith, especially when we gather for the      

breaking of the bread and the 

prayers.�

�

�

 St. John the Baptist is on                                                      

Facebook: @Ypsilanti.catholic  

and  

Instagram: sjbypsilanti 

�

Readings for the week of April 19, 2020�

�

Sunday: Acts 2:42�47/Ps 118:2�4, 13�15, 22�

24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3�9/Jn 20:19�31 �

�

Monday: Acts 4:23�31/Ps 2:1�3, 4�7a, 7b�9 

[cf. 11d]/Jn 3:1�8�

�

Tuesday: Acts 4:32�37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd�2, 5 

[1a]/Jn 3:7b�15�

�

Wednesday: Acts 5:17�26/Ps 34:2�3, 4�5, 6�7, 

8�9 [7a]/Jn 3:16�21�

�

Thursday: Acts 5:27�33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17�18, 

19�20 [7a]/Jn 3:31�36�

�

Friday:  Acts 5:34�42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13�14 [cf. 

4abc]/Jn 6:1�15�

�

Saturday: 1 Pt 5:5b�14/Ps 89:2�3, 6�7, 16�17 

[2]/Mk 16:15�20�

�

Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22�33/Ps 16:1�2, 5, 7

�8, 9�10, 11 [11a]/1 Pt 1:17�21/Lk 24:13�35�

Resources available! 

 

Please check out our website at 

www.ypsilanticatholic.com for resources, 

updates, and more information! 
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Origin of Divine Mercy Sunday, the Divine Mercy image, and the Chaplet 

�

Saint Faustina: Mankind’s need for the message of Divine Mercy took on dire urgency in the 20th 

Century, when civilization began to experience an “eclipse of the sense of God” and, therefore to 

lose the understanding of the sanctity and inherent dignity of human life. In the 1930s, Jesus chose a 

humble Polish nun, St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, to receive private revelations concerning Divine 

Mercy that were recorded in her Diary. St. John Paul II explains:�

This was precisely the time when those ideologies of evil, nazism and communism, were 

taking shape. Sister Faustina became the herald of the one message capable of off�

setting the evil of those ideologies, that fact that God is mercy�the truth of the merci-

ful Christ. And for this reason, when I was called to the See of Peter, I felt impelled to 

pass on those experiences of a fellow Pole that deserve a place in the treasury of the 

universal Church.�

��� ~ Pope Saint John Paul II, Memory and Identity (2005)�

Divine Mercy Sunday: St. Faustina’s Diary records 14 occasions when Jesus requested that a Feast of 

Mercy (Divine Mercy Sunday) be observed, for example:�

My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast 

of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that 

day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces up-

on those souls who approach the Fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession 

and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. 

… Let no soul fear to draw near to Me. … It is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated 

on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount 

of My Mercy.�(Diary, no. 699)�

On May 5, 2000, five days after the canonization of St. Faustina, the Vatican decreed that the     

Second Sunday of Easter would henceforth be known as Divine Mercy Sunday.�

�

The Image:� Jesus appeared to St. Faustina in a vision, with his right hand raised in a blessing and 

his left touching his garment above his heart. Red and white rays emanate from his heart,            

symbolizing the blood and water that was poured out for our salvation and our sanctification. The 

Lord requested that “Jesus, I trust in You” be inscribed under his image. Jesus asked that his image 

be painted and venerated throughout the world: “I promise that the soul that will venerate this im-

age will not perish” (Diary, no. 48) and “By means of this image I will grant many graces to 

souls” (Diary, no. 742).�

�

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy: The Chaplet was also given to St. Faustina with this promise: 

“Encourage souls to say the chaplet which I have given you” (Diary, no. 1541). “Whoever will recite 

it will receive great mercy at the hour of death. … Even if there were a sinner most hardened, if he 

were to recite this chaplet only once, he would receive grace from My infinite mercy. I desire that 

the whole world know My infinite mercy” (Diary, no. 687).                                                   

(Instructions for its recitation are provided on page 4 of this bulletin)�
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