
       St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

 and Catholics on Campus Student Ministry  

 

†�

�

411 Florence St. 

Ypsilanti, MI 48197 

734.483.3360 

www.ypsilanticatholic.com 

Catholics on Campus 

 Student Ministry EMU & WCC 

www.catholicsoncampus.com 

 

Staff Directory 

 

Pastor 

Fr. Daniel Westermann 

frdansjb@gmail.com 

 

Deacons 

Dcn. Wayne Charlton 

deaconwc@umich.edu 

 

Dcn. Mark Millage 

 mmill10227@gmail.com 

 

Dcn. Gordon Prepsky 

 gprepsky@comcast.net 

 

Dcn. Curtis Scholl 

deaconcurtisscholl@gmail.com 

 

Dcn. Steve Thomashefski 

dcn.steve@gmail.com 

 

Business Manager 

John Recznik 

 johnrecznik@gmail.com   

 

Office Manager 

Laura Giles 

 sjbofficemanager@gmail.com 

 

Director of Music 

Chris Dupont  

stjohnmusicypsi@gmail.com 

 

Director of Discipleship 

Jessica Jenkins 

sjbdiscipleship@gmail.com 

 

Facilities Maintenance 

Van Vandagriff 

Eleonor Welker  

 

 

FOCUS Missionaries 

amanda.roche@focus.org 

andrew.stgermain@focus.org 

dixie.lutz@focus.org 

alek.mitchell@focus.org 

carlymitchell937@gmail.com  

 

RCIA  

Rick Mangan 

saintjohnrcia@gmail.com 

 

Religious Formation 

Becky Diachun 

religiousformation@gmail.com 

 

Hispanic Ministry 

Nely Mendez 

sjbhispanicministry@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

May 24,  2020 

�



Page 2 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church and Catholics on Campus Student Ministry 

From Our Pastor�

�

�

�

�

Dear Brothers and Sisters,�

�

Happy Solemnity of the Ascension! Today we celebrate the moment where 40 days after His resurrection    

Jesus ascends to take His seat at the right hand of the Father. (This feast is supposed to be celebrated this 

past Thursday but, for many regions in the US, it is transferred to Sunday.) We hear in the Gospel that “all 

authority in heaven and on earth” has been given to Him. As His disciples He gives us a share in that authority 

that we might make disciples of all nations, witnessing to His name with mighty signs and wonders. As we  

celebrate this feast, let us be asking the Lord for a greater faith that we might walk in the confidence of    

being sons and daughters of the Father of the universe, sent to reconcile His people to Himself.��

�

Public Masses� We are very excited about Masses opening back up to the public next week. Unfortunately, it 

will only be at 25% of our capacity, but something is better than nothing! Because we want to ensure as many 

people can attend Mass as possible, for the foreseeable future, the 1pm Mass on Sunday will be English. 

There are a few other parishes in the area that offer Spanish Masses, which have a greater capacity for seat-

ing, so we are asking our Hispanic community, which is quite small, to either take advantage of these other 

Masses or to come to Mass in English.��

�

Guidelines for Mass� We do ask that you please take a moment to review the guidelines for public Masses 

posted on our website. We realize this is an awful lot, and that it won’t quite be Mass as usual. This situation 

certainly demands our patience and charity for one another. Please, do not permit the evil one to use this 

crisis as a way to divide us here at St. John the Baptist. Rather, let us outdo one another in love.�

�

Chris DuPont� You may see from his note in this bulletin (pg. 3), that Chris is stepping down from his position 

here at the parish. We are very grateful for his many years of service in this regard. He is a very talented       

musician and while we will certainly miss him, we are excited to see what the Lord has for him in this next 

phase. May 31st will be his last official Sunday with us. Please be sure to keep him in your prayers.��

�

Food Pantry/Youth Formation� I am happy to announce the addition of Caroline Wright as our new Director 

of Food Pantry/Youth Discipleship. She is originally from the area, and the Lord has placed it on her heart for 

some time that this is where she is meant to be. It seems the Lord knows what He is doing! She has a great 

heart for the poor and looks forward to continuing and growing this great ministry. She also has a Masters  

degree in Catholic Studies from the University of St. Thomas in the Twin Cities. (My alma mater!) During this 

time of crisis, one of the great difficulties was having to shut down our food pantry. In a time when people 

have been in such great need, we have really wanted to invest and provide through this outreach. We are 

looking forward to starting up the Food Pantry again the first week of June.��

We have also asked Caroline to take over our faith formation efforts for the young people in the parish. We 

are very excited about what the Lord has in store for these two crucial areas of our life here at SJB.��

I do want to express my gratitude for the two volunteers who started the food pantry� Sarah Scholl and 

Shirley Green, as well as, Becky Diachun, who has been coordinating our Religious Formation this year. They 

all have been tremendous witnesses of selfless giving, pouring themselves out for the people around them. 

May our Lord bless them abundantly for their great generosity and continue to expand their capacity to love!�

�

Q&A� We realize there is a lot going on here, and all kinds of transition happening in the coming weeks. 

I’d like to make myself available to answer as many questions as possible. This next week, I will be doing      

another Q&A with Jess Jenkins, our Director of Discipleship. We will be on Facebook Live at 3:30pm on 

Wednesday, afterwards, the video will be posted to our YouTube channel as well. Be sure to take advantage 

of the form on the website to submit any questions you may have. See you then! �

�

�

In Christ,�

�

Fr. Dan�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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  �

  *Please note, Fr. Dan will be offering up these names  at 

a private daily Mass : 

�

   MONDAY, May 25th through May 29th�

                   No Mass Intention Listed�

�

  SATURDAY, May 30th�

                   † Mass for James Falahee Sr.                               

�          Req. by Sarah Falahee�

                              �

  SUNDAY, May 31st 

                       People of the Parish 

�

                                      �

Dear friends at St. John the Baptist,�

�

As many of you know, my life as a musician has long involved a diverse array of projects. When I’m not 

leading you in song on Sundays, I can be found playing original concerts, touring the continental U.S., engi-

neering albums in recording studios, and teaching private lessons. After a great deal of reflection, prayer, 

and careful discernment, I have decided that it is time for me to resign my position as music director, and 

dedicate my full attention to my original music pursuits. This decision was made from a place of calm and 

confidence, and was received with great grace and support from Fr. Dan and the rest of the staff. Father 

and I are working together to ensure that this transition is smooth.�

�

I feel that such a life change deserves a moment of gratitude and reflection. I’m overjoyed at the freedom 

and possibilities offered by my next chapter. I’m saddened by the loss of a season of my life that formed me 

as a musician, collaborator, leader, and member of a community.��

�

I can’t overstate how kind, edifying, and beautiful the congregants of St. John’s have been to me. Every  

single kind word, every hand�written note, every hour of donated volunteer service, every gesture of      

kindness has rooted itself deep in my bones. Please know how much I love each of you, and how grateful I 

am for the opportunity to sing, worship, and pray with you.�

�

Please know that I am still around. I’m still here to get coffee. I’m still here to share joys and sorrows. I’m 

likely available for weddings, funerals, etc., if you ask. And I’m still making a LOT of music that I hope will 

bring comfort and spiritual stillness to you, though you’ll have to experience it outside of your weekly      

Sunday routine. Though I am devoting the bulk of my energy to my original “Chris DuPont” music, private 

teaching, and audio production, there ARE devotional/spiritual music projects on my docket. My team and I 

are already planning a course of hymns records (think Sufjan meets Audrey Assad meets Bon Iver), and 

seasonal albums to celebrate advent and lent. If this is something you are craving, please stay tuned. Your 

support and belief will keep these projects alive.�

�

I hope that you are all staying safe, well, and sane during this season of isolation and uncertainty. As a   

parish family, this has been a long year for many of us. I have to salute Fr. Dan for stepping into such a   

difficult scenario last year, and handling it with grace and fortitude, even when that year closed with a global 

shutdown. Let’s continue to keep him and the rest of the SJTB staff in our prayers, and to pray unrelentingly 

for each other and the most vulnerable in our communities, as we continue to wait out this season of trial.�

�

I’m hoping you will keep in touch. I will be posting regular updates to my website at chrisdupontmusic.com. I 

will also continue to stay active and responsive from my social media accounts on facebook and instagram.�

�

Thank you, dear friends. �

Love, Chris�

�

A big THANK YOU to all of our “gardening angels” that 

have  donated plants, cleaned garden beds around the 

church, and kept flowers watered and cared for!          �

We appreciate you! �

�

Check out the new donated 

flowers planted around the 

Mary statue by the office 

door. �

�

We are looking for            

parishioners interested in 

adopting  other areas around 

the outside church property. 

If you are interested,             

please contact                         

sjbofficemanager@gmail.com�

�



Page 4 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church and Catholics on Campus Student Ministry 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION NEWS�

GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES!�

As we begin to see the light at the end of the tunnel and the doors to the outside world begin to open back up to us, let 

us remember what Christ has asked of each of us.�

�

God bless our newly confirmed as they begin this new phase of their faith journey. Filled with the Holy Spirit, may they 

make many new disciples!�

�

Confirmation Congratulations!�

Miles Heddle � St. Joseph, pray for us.�

Raymond Gabrito � Blessed Chiara Badano, pray for us.�

Danica Bitoy � St. Francis of Assisi, pray for us.�

Gavin Gentit � St. Pope John Paul the Great, pray for us.�

Sarah Parks � St. Monica, pray for us.�

Caden Do � St. John the Baptist, pray for us.�

Emma Ridley � St. Cecilia, pray for us.�

Camilla Mosher � St. Therese of Lisieux, pray for us.�

Daniel Goeckner � St. Thomas Aquinas, pray for us.�

Jonathan Holody � St. Augustine, pray for us.�

�

First Communion Congratulations!�

Miriam Kangas�

�

�

Mass Guidelines per Diocesan Directives�

The dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation will continue through July 31, 2020 at which time 

the dispensation may be extended. We plan to continue to livestream Mass even after this date for 

those who cannot attend.�

Beginning�Sunday, May 31st,�attendance may not exceed 25% seating capacity for our Par-

ish.�Parishioners will be welcomed on a first come first served basis until we reach capacity.�

�

Considerations and General Directions:�

�� If you have a�fever or have been ill in the last 48 hours,� please do not attend Mass.�

�� Please wash your hands thoroughly or use hand sanitizer before attending Mass. Also, it is asked that you 

bring hand sanitizer to use before receiving Communion.�

�� Masks/face�coverings will be required.�Please bring your own mask or face covering.��Masks must stay 

on for the entire time during Mass except for when you receive Communion. Children 6 and under will not be 

required to wear a mask during Mass.�

�� RESTROOMS�will not be available�for use. We are not able to disinfect them after each use so they will, 

unfortunately, remain locked for the present time.�

�� There will be no congregational singing and responses should be vocalized in a “soft voice”.�

�� There will be special directions for receiving Communion and the Priest will explain further at the time of 

the liturgy.�

�� Entrance for Mass will only be available through the main office door. After Mass, you may exit through that 

door or the Cross Street main doors which will be propped open by our usher team.� Please remember to 

maintain a 6 foot distance from other parishioners when entering or exiting the church.�

�� We will use a�“red, white, and blue” seating system�inside the church to maintain physical distancing for 

our parishioners. We will let you know which "color" we are using for seating for specific Masses.��

�

�

We highly encourage you to bring either�Lysol Wipes or a disinfectant spray�to wipe down your pew after 

Mass.��Please be aware that these guidelines are subject to change as we receive information from the       

Diocese of Lansing.�
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Readings of the Week 

SUNDAY’S  READINGS 

May 24th 

�

First Reading:�

All these devoted themselves with one accord to pray-

er. (Acts 1:14a)�

Psalm:�

I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in 

the land of the living. (Ps 27) or Alleluia�

Second Reading:�

Rejoice to the extent that you share in the sufferings 

of Christ, so that when his glory is revealed you may 

also rejoice exultantly. (1 Pt 4:13)�

Gospel:�

“I glorified you on earth by accomplishing the work 

that you gave me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with 

you, with the glory that I had with you before the 

world began.” (Jn 17:4�5)�

Joe McCadden� � Mike Rudisill�

Cara Wegrzyn� � Sally Lattuca� �

Rebecca MacKenzie� Craig Ramirez�

Claudia Dumas� � Andrea Oetjens�

Marty Wideman� � Brad Thomsen� �

Bruce Ridley� � Jane Turpen� �

Theresa Nestorak� Katie O’Toole�

Gladys Cervetto�     �

� � �

�

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT OUR PRAYER LIST�

  The names of the sick, homebound, and �

military personnel will run in this column for 3 months, at 

which time they will be removed.  To add a name, re�list a 

name, or remove a name, please call the parish office at 

734.483.3360.  �

 �

�

�

Please Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel:�

�

Staff Sgt. James Eberts, Jr.�

Capt. Robert Eberts, IV�

MKC Ian Gable, USCG�

CMO Mary Gable, USCG�

Capt. Kristin Mixon �

Capt. Russ Mixon�

Staff Sgt. Stacey Moore�

MAJ William Muraski �

Cayce Whitcomb, USMC 3rd Battalion 5�

Cpl.Hailey Ann Roof�

S. Sgt. Ashley Rager�

Tech. Sgt. Jay Russell�

Chief Petty Officer, Jacob Meyer�

�

�

Ordo 2020�

Book 14�

Jesus commissions his disciples to     

baptize in his name, reminding them 

that he is always present through his 

Spirit. Having ascended to his Father 

amid cries of gladness, we are to be his 

witnesses for we have been gifted with 

his Spirit of wisdom and revelation. Let 

us, therefore, live in a manner worthy of 

the call that we have received.�

�

 St. John the Baptist is on                                                      

Facebook: @Ypsilanti.catholic  

and  

Instagram: sjbypsilanti 

�

�

Readings for the week of May 24, 2020�

Sunday� Ascension: Acts 1:1�11/Ps 47:2�3, 6�7, 8�9 

[6]/Eph 1:17�23/Mt 28:16�20�

7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12�14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7�8 

[13]/1 Pt 4:13�16/Jn 17:1�11a�

Monday: Acts 19:1�8/Ps 68:2�3ab, 4�5acd, 6�7ab 

[33a]/Jn 16:29�33�

Tuesday: Acts 20:17�27/Ps 68:10�11, 20�21 [33a]/Jn 

17:1�11a�

Wednesday: Acts 20:28�38/Ps 68:29�30, 33�35a, 35bc

�36ab [33a]/Jn 17:11b�19�

Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6�11/Ps 16:1�2a and 5, 7�8, 

9�10, 11 [1]/Jn 17:20�26�

Friday:�Acts 25:13b�21/Ps 103:1�2, 11�12, 19�20ab 

[19a]/Jn 21:15�19�

Saturday: Acts 28:16�20, 30�31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7 [cf. 

7b]/Jn 21:20�25�

Next Sunday �Vigil: Gn 11:1�9 or Ex 19:3�8a, 16�20b 

or Ez 37:1�14 or Jl 3:1�5/Ps 104:1�2, 24, 35, 27�28, 

29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22�27/Jn 7:37�39. Extended 

Vigil: Gn 11:1�9/Ps 33:10�11, 12�13, 14�15/Ex 19:3�

8a, 16�20b/Dn 3:52, 53, 55, 56 [52b] or Ps 19:8, 9, 

10, 11/Ez 37:1�14/Ps 107:2�3, 4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [1]/Jl 3:1�

5/Ps 104:1�2, 24, 35, 27�28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22

�27/Jn 7:37�39. �

Day: Acts 2:1�11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29�30, 31, 34 [cf. 

30]/1 Cor 12:3b�7, 12�13/Jn 20:19�23�

Resources available! 

 

Please check out our website at 

www.ypsilanticatholic.com for resources, 

updates, and more information! 
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COMING OUT OF LOCKDOWN AND REDEEMING “NORMAL” by Rachel Bulman for Wordonfire.org�

Sheltering in place has been a blessing and a curse for so many of us. Many Lenten promises were made to reduce time on social    

media or technology use, only to be broken as scrolling the feeds became a way of keeping in touch, of seeing the trends of our 

hearts, and holding on to what sense of community we could.�

As we begin to come out of lockdown, the word “normal” has become something paradoxically strange; we do not yet know what 

“normal” actually means. Staying at home, learning new hobbies, distancing learning, etc. have become a “new normal” for many. At 

the same time, we find ourselves wishing for the “old normal” to return. The normal that feels “normal.” It will take time to develop 

the kind of normal that we all really need�a balance between leisure and work, or better said, a work that is oriented toward            

leisure.� The Mass readings throughout this time of pandemic have been ironic. It’s always remarkable to see the hand of tradition and 

the Holy Spirit scrawling salvation history across our lives even in the midst of a time that is difficult to understand. The two readings 

that seem the most apropos for me was when we walked through the desert with the Israelites and when we stood in the garden of 

the Resurrection with Mary Magdalene�the “wishing for the normal” meeting the reality of “the new normal.”�

Think of the Israelites wandering the desert after being freed from the slavery of Egypt. Their new “freedom” didn’t look like what 

they thought it would, and the Promised Land seemed so far away. So they did something completely irrational (but thoroughly     

human): they wished to return to slavery. Their blindness to the hand of God in their journey to freedom turned their song of thank-

fulness (Exodus 15) into complaints and bitterness ultimately wishing not just for slavery but even death (Exodus 16:3).��

Throughout the lockdown, I’ve mused aloud and online that I’ve enjoyed the time to slow down. One of my friends had a comical (and 

truthful) response: “I don’t mind the slowing down but I could do without the screeching to a halt!” Perhaps true for many; but I re-

member praying for more time, and while the impact of this pandemic (economically, spiritually, politically) has had many pitfalls, 

I’ve found it wise to pause and return every moment of complaint and bitterness to the song that I sang at the start of this journey, to 

be thankful for having nowhere to go, no rushing around in the morning and afternoon, for later bedtimes and sleeping in, for the gift 

of technology to virtually see our neighbors when we cannot embrace them.��

It is a natural human response to desire a return to what once was when the new realities are difficult, tiresome, and sometimes 

scary. But endurance in the midst of pain can only make the bearer stronger for the journey and inevitably changed for the better by 

journey’s end.� Think of Mary Magdalene in the garden of the tomb where Christ had been laid to rest (John 20:1�18). After the Resur-

rection, a weeping Mary ends up being the first to see the Risen Lord. And he says to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not 

yet ascended to the Father” (emphasis added). Paolo Prosperi’s reflection on this is profound:�

What Jesus is saying is not that Mary is indefinitely forbidden to hold him, but that he has to ascend to the Fa-

ther before she can touch him. In other words, the condition of the superabundant fulfillment of Mary’s desire, 

ironically enough, is the Risen Lord’s return to the Father. The Lord’s . . . ascension to the Father, is the condi-

tion for an intimacy with the Lord that is greater than Mary ever imagined possible, an intimacy more interior 

and therefore freer, and no longer troubled by physical distance. (Communio International Catholic Review, 

Vol. XLV, No. 2, “Do Not Hold Me”)��

Our holding on to what we have lost amidst the social distancing and isolation of the pandemic can be an obstacle to a greater     

freedom offered in the slowing down, the re�prioritization of goals, the quiet care of our own souls. This exchange between Mary  

Magdalene and the Risen Lord also reveals a new understanding of friendship. Physical distance does not have to be an obstacle to 

intimacy. Instead, it can be a way to understand what truly is important: interior freedom.��

Now, allow me to weave a thread through these Scriptures and musings into our pandemic reality, into “normalcy.” As we are wishing 

for a return to or a redefining of “the normal,” it is worth a re�orientation to the idea that our “normal” is being redeemed, to     

ultimately view this time as a gift, not to be abandoned when social distancing has been lifted, but to be a way to discern what     

normal actually looks like. Normal does not mean returning to the slavery of the workaday world. It doesn’t mean clinging to what 

once was. However, it does mean a renewed understanding of why you work, of what freedom means, and trusting that whatever this 

is, it is for your good.� One of the things that has helped me is to sit down with a sheet of paper and make three columns, labeled:�

�What I’ve missed during social distancing�

�What I’ve enjoyed during social distancing�

�What I don’t miss about life before social distancing�

�

Filling in each column helped me discover the building blocks to redeeming your normal while adapting to its newness.��

The Israelites had many problems, but one of those was failing to see the hand of God throughout their journey to the Promised Land. 

When their hunger pangs were deafening and their legs were weak, their gratitude turned into complaint. Listing things out can give 

you the eyes to see God’s hand throughout your journey of the “slavery” of isolation and the Promised Land that awaits you when 

social distancing is lifted. It doesn’t eliminate the current turmoil but it pushes it into the hopeful light of eternity.�Your normal after 

this lockdown should look different than your normal before this. Do not waste a moment to adapt to the new. Learn from the    

docility of Mary Magdalene beneath the command of the Risen Lord. Do not cling to what life was like before. These last few months 

have changed what your day�to�day life looks like, and much of that change needs to continue.� Don’t give into the rush of the    

workaday world. Fight for dinners together and time with your family. Keep FaceTiming and Zooming with faraway friends. Tell your 

priest how much you missed him. Leave work at work. Turn off the screens as often as you can. Get outside! Embrace the community 

that you have and reach out to help it grow. Read. Write. Pray. Make time for the things that have kept you sane during social      

distancing, and find ways to abandon the things that you have not missed in your life before COVID�19.��

Do not wish for slavery and death. Run toward what has been promised. Do not cling to what once was, but believe the promise 

of greater intimacy, greater freedom. Redeem your normal.�

Published with permission from wordonfire.org�
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