
 A Kean Perspective: “A Story Within a Story”
Last week we saw Jesus calm the Sea of Galilee before crossing to the other 
side.  There he performed a miracle on a possessed man and then went back 
again near the region where he started.  That’s where we pick up again in this 
week’s gospel, and we hear about a story within a story.  Jesus is immediately 
greeted by a synagogue official, Jairus, and is asked to bring his healing min-
istry to the man’s daughter.  Jesus is in the middle of traveling to the man’s 
house when a woman seeks out Jesus to touch the hem of his garment.  She 
is immediately healed.  

Though St. Mark’s gospel is the shortest of the four gospels, at times he gives 
the most details.  The story of the woman with the chronic hemorrhage is a 
perfect example.  In Matthew’s version it is uncertain whether or not the wom-
an even touched the tassels of Jesus’ garments.  St. Luke’s gospel gives more 
details than Matthew, but his version is noticeably shorter than Mark’s ver-
sion.  For example, St. Luke omits the part about how the doctors only made 
the woman’s problem worse.  The reason is obvious, St. Luke was a doctor!  

The existence of the many specific details are a reminder that St. Mark received his stories straight from the leader 
of the apostles, St. Peter, when St. Mark visited him in Rome.  Though the apostle St. Matthew wrote the first gos-
pel, students of his did almost a complete rewrite in order to incorporate almost all of St. Mark’s gospel into the 
new version.  Experts speculate that the first version of St. Matthew’s gospel would have been very Jewish in style 
and would have been arranged as a series of “lists” to record sayings of Jesus, his parables, and other teachings.  
St. Mark was the best gospel for telling the narrative story of Jesus.  Telling the story of someone is a powerful way 
to give a picture of who the person is.  This fact must not have been lost on the early Christians.  When the gospel 
of St. Mark burst on the scene, it was at least 20 years after the death of Jesus.  Though many Christians had their 
own memories of Jesus, most would not have met Jesus in His ministry or would only have had limited experiences 
recalling maybe one or two details.  

When one reads St. Mark’s gospel, one meets Jesus.  One can meet the other characters, too.  St. Mark makes this 
woman with the hemorrhage a likable figure, a great witness of faith.  She also stands out because the story comes 
within another story.  It somehow makes her even more memorable and inspiring.  St. Luke gets the point.  He 
not only includes most of St. Mark’s material in his gospel, but also, he brings his style and powerful narration to 
the birth of Jesus.  St. Luke researched his sources; he met the Blessed Virgin Mary and took down her stories.  Of 
course, St. Luke needed St. Mark’s gospel, inspiration, and his story telling style in order to bring forth his beautiful 
version.  The talented redactors of St. Matthew’s community did a similar thing to come up with the version of “St. 
Matthew 2.0”.  

The most amazing and miraculous thing of these three gospels, along with St. John’s gospel, is that they foster an 
encounter with Jesus.  It was the hunger of the early Christians to meet Jesus that brought forth these gems of the 
Catholic Church.  Of course, we not only meet Jesus in these gospels, but we can know about the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, a little bit about St. Joseph, and even this courageous woman who approached Jesus to be healed.  No other 
ancient or current books have such power, for no other book is meant to introduce the reader to the Son of God 
himself and what he did in this world!

 –Fr.Jim Kean

June 27, 2021   •   The 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time



NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Ezekiel 2:2-5
Psalm: 123:1-2, 2, 3-4
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Gospel: Mark 6:1-6

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK
6/27/21 at 6:00pm -  Deceased members of the  
 Homan and Prost Families

6/29/21 at 12:15pm - Sean Robinson

6/30/21 at 12:15pm - Fr. Steve Mateja

7/1/21 at 7:15pm - Marie Robinson

7/2/21 at 12:15pm - Fr. Paul Onyebuchi

7/3/21 at 9:00am - Thomas & Kathleen Addis

PARISH CONTACTS
Administrator/Pastor: 
Fr. Jim Kean, jkean13@stjoelo.org

Associate Pastor: 
Fr. Drew Mabee, 248-373-6457 ext. 3101, 
frdrew@sjfcup.com

Buildings / Grounds / KofC #5452:
Ron Schoenstein, 248-652-2856

Campus / Outreach Ministries:
catholiccampusministry@sjfcup.com

Data/Records Coordinator: 
Linda Guilbert, 248-373-6457 ext. 3103
records@sjfcup.com

Finance Manager:
Lori Rafferty, 248-373-6457 ext. 3109
busmgr@sjfcup.com

Marketing / Communications:
marketing@sjfcup.com

Prayer Companions: 
Jeannie Daly 248-373-6457, prayer@sjfcup.com

Technology: 
Marv Johnson, mjohnson@sjfcup.com

ST. JOHN FISHER CHAPEL 
U N I V E R S I T Y  P A R I S H

3665 Walton Boulevard 
Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

Phone: 248-373-6457 
(with specific extension)

Web: www.stjohnfisherparish.org 
Facebook.com/SJFCUP

MASS TIMES

Tuesday: 
12:15pm Mass 

Wednesday: 
12:15pm Mass 

Thursday: 
7:15pm Mass 

Friday: 
12:15pm Mass 

Saturday: 
8:30am Mass 

Sunday: 
10:00am & 6:00pm Mass 

CONFESSION TIMES
Tuesday, 1:05-1:50pm (Drive-thru) 

Thursday, 6:00pm in Church 
Saturday, 9:00am in Church

PRAYER & DEVOTIONS 
Eucharistic Adoration 
1:00pm every Tuesday 
6:00pm every Thursday 

Parish Rosary
8:00am every Saturday



  RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

FAMILY NEWS
It was announced at St. Joseph Church last week that 
Fr. Steve Mateja will be delayed in coming to join the 
St. Joseph crew until his replacement from India is able 
to travel (covid restrictions). Fr. Paul Onyebuchi has 
been temporarily assigned to help out at St. Joseph.

FINANCE UPDATE

OFFERTORY REPORT
Lori Rafferty

Our Offertory is the primary 
source of funds for our day-to-

day operations. Donations through our  online giving 
program are deposited daily.  

For the week ending June 20, 2021:
Envelopes: $1,599
Electronic: $1,896
Total: $3,495

For Fiscal Year July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021
YTD Offertory Collected: $278,667
YTD Offertory Budgeted: $408,398
Over/(Short) from Budget: ($129,730)

GUEST WRITER

“A BIGGER BOAT”
Fr. John Carlin

Lately, I have had a lot of people 
asking me for advice on where to 

find a good examination of conscience or how best to 
examine your conscience before going to confession. 
Some of the basic things like lying, stealing, or cheating 
are obvious — it’s easy to remember to confess those. 
But what about when I have no mortal sins to confess 
(that I know of) but I still want the grace of the sacra-
ment and to grow closer to God? Where should I start? 
Well, you’re in luck! In this 800 part series, I will describe 

every possible sin that someone can commit. NOT! That 
would take away too long (over 15 years — I did the 
math) and ultimately wouldn’t help you examine your 
conscience. It would just be a checklist but not a way to 
hear the Lord – which is what conscience is.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) describes 
conscience as an inner voice/messenger of God, an 
awareness of the truth written on our hearts. “When he 
listens to his conscience, the prudent man can hear God 
speaking“ (CCC 1777). Conscience is our moral compass; 
just as a needle is connected to magnetic North and 
points toward it, so our conscience is our connection to 
God, always pointing toward Him, showing us the way 
to the Father. It is how we know right from wrong and 
why we feel guilty when we ignore our conscience or 
act against it. That’s why it is so important to properly 
form our conscience by spending time in prayer and by 
educating ourselves on the Church’s moral teachings. 
Our hearts naturally seek to do what is right and just 
— that’s how God made us — but sometimes we can 
confuse our own wants/desires with what is good and 
true. Like a compass surrounded by magnets can pull 
the needle in many different directions, so the people 
we surround ourselves with or the habits we form can 
confuse our conscience into thinking evil is good and 
good is evil (Is 5:20). 

Prayer is essential for a moral life. It re-focuses us on 
what is most important — our relationship to God and 
the good He made us for. Ven. Fulton Sheen, in talking 
about the moral decline of any civilization says that, 
without faith, the decline of morality will continue “be-
cause they have lost the vision of the heights from which 
they had fallen“. That’s what prayer does; it reminds us 
of the heights and goodness and holiness the Lord calls 
us to and made us for. The Catechism continues that, 
“It is important for every person to be sufficiently pres-
ent to himself in order to hear and follow the voice of 
his conscience. This requirement of interiority is all the 
more necessary as life often distracts us from any reflec-
tion, self–examination or introspection“ (CCC 1779).

All this to say that a proper examination of conscience is 
always preceded by prayer and assisted by the habit of 
a prayerful life. Over these next few weeks, we will con-
sider our own conscience, its formation, and how best 
to examine it so that we can better prepare ourselves 
for the Sacraments of Confession and receiving Christ 
in the Eucharist.

God love you!



TOTAL PAINTING
All Facets of Painting

Drywall • Drywall Repair
Jeff Kerre

248-651-8238

COMPLETE BANQUET FACILITIES
Off-Premise Catering

www.rivercrestcatering.com

Patio/Outdoor Ceremony Site
652-6706

900 W. Avon Road, Rochester, MI

THE ORIGINALTHE ORIGINAL

Budget tree ServiceBudget tree Service
*Not affiliated with any other budget tree service

Tree & Shrub removal • loT ClearingS

Tree & Shrub Trimming • STorm Damage • FirewooD

 FREE ESTIMATES 800-964-7785 FREE ESTIMATES 800-964-7785
24 Hour Emergency Service • *ASK FOR AXEL OR ERIC

30% OFF 30% OFF For Seniors
with coupon • Limit 1  coupon per job • Limited time offer on coupon

Over 20 Years Experience • Licensed & Fully Insured

 • Medical • Cosmetic & Surgical Institute • 
 DR. CHRISTOFER N. BUATTI  
 Board Certified Dermatologist/ MOHS Surgeon
 1-888-DR-CHRIS (372-4747)
 Same Day Appointments Available
 www.oaklandhillsdermatology.com
 2251 Squirrel Rd., Suite 200, Auburn Hills

Parishioners

 4-D-5-4  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0051

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
 24 Hr. Emergency Service

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

248-213-9248

 

WORLD CLASS AUTO DETAILING
CERAMIC COATING SPECIALISTS

81 Mill St. Rochester
248-656-2159

www.classicappreciation.com

Contact Michael Ficzner to place an ad today! 
mficzner@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6452

248-270-0179
929 W. University Dr., Ste. 101

Rochester, MI 48301

Rochester Real Estate 
can help at every step of 

selling your house
Full marketing, listing and closing services 

from a broker who is also a real estate attorney
Call today to find what your

home is worth!

FORTUNAREALTORS.COM

BOB GILLAM
b.gillam42@gmail.com

313.600.3125
 Member K of C #5452
 supporting St. John Fisher
 First Responder 
 Rebate Program


