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Sowers of the Seed 

Fill Us with Your Love, O Lord, And We Will Sing for Joy! 

David Gryniewicz  

 

 

 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 If I’m honest, the story of the rich young man in  
today’s Gospel has always terrified me. Many times in my life I 
have asked myself his question: “what must I do to inherit  
eternal life?”  What must I do to be righteous?  …to be good 
enough? ...to be at peace with God and myself?  Do I have to 
pray enough, or scrupulously avoid certain sins?  Do I have to 
fight hard enough against injustice or make a big enough  
difference in the world? Perhaps I’m not the only one who 
struggles with these questions. 
 
 And here comes Jesus, like “a sharp, two-edged 
sword” to answer our question by setting a brutally high bar: 
you must sell everything you have and give to poor, leave  
everything, and follow!  And we go away, sad. 
 
 But look again:  Jesus looked at the man and loved 
him, penetrating the “reflections and thoughts of his heart” not 
like the blow of a sword, but the delicate cut of a healing  
scalpel.  “you are lacking in one thing.”     Jesus didn’t answer 
the question, because it is the wrong question.  Not “what must 
I do?” but “what do I love?”  Instead of adding one more law or 
command, he gently pointed to the great emptiness at the center 
of the man’s diligent life of striving.  What he really loved were 
his riches and security; eternal life was just the ultimate form of 
riches and security to be gained by his striving. 
 
 He was lacking the love that tastes and sees the  
goodness of the Lord, that finds the treasure hidden in the field 
and joyfully runs to sell all and buy the field.  With this love, 
we will joyfully give what we have to serve God’s beloved 
poor and gladly leave anything that holds us back from being 
with Jesus.   We will inherit eternal life, because this love IS 
eternal life.  
 
 But how can I gain this love?  “For human beings it is 
impossible, but not for God.  All things are possible for God” 
 

Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!   
 

The mission of Sowers of the Seed is to deepen parishioners' 

relationship with God, the Word and the parish community. We 
would love to hear if you have read this Sowers of the Seed 

article and if it touched your spirit in any way. Please reply by 

text if possible to 248 225-0564. God bless . 

 

WELCOME 
 

The Gesu Parish community would like to  
extend a warm welcome to all of our visitors and 
guest. We are grateful to have friends and family 

that have come from near and far to witness  
Fr. Phil Cooke, SJ profess his final vows to the  
Society of Jesus. We also ask for you to pray for 

those that could not physically be here with us to-
day but are with us in spirit!  

Peace be with you! 

 
Hello Gesu Parishioners, 
 
As we enter the month of October, fall is upon us. It is indeed 
my favorite time of the year, especially here in Michigan where 
God does a tremendous job painting beauty across this land in 
the leaves, sunsets and the autumn blue skies. 
 
October is also the month of missionary discipleship. Every 
month our Holy Father has a specific prayer intention. While 
last month's request was for us to prayerfully live "an  
environmentally sustainable lifestyle," (as we appropriately 
celebrated during the Season of Creation) this month's is for 
the evangelization for us Catholics to become missionary  
disciples. Pope Francis' prayer states, "We pray that every  
baptized person may be engaged in evangelization, available to 
the mission, by being witnesses of a life that has the flavor of 
the Gospel." In a video on missionary discipleship by Francis, 
he also states, “Let us remember that the mission [of 
 discipleship] is not proselytism, the mission is based on an 
encounter between people, on the testimony on men and  
women who say, “I know Jesus, and I would like you to know 
him too.” 
 
Last Sunday, we  discussed "missionary discipleship” with 
some parishioners after mass.  The word "disciple" is not  
something in which we Catholics are accustomed. However, it 
is a crucial and foundational word because all of us, men and 
women, are called to discipleship, here and now, today. The 
word is used a lot, but we don’t always understand its meaning. 
To be a disciple is to be a learner. To be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ is to be engaged in a lifelong process of learning from 
and about Jesus the master and Jesus the teacher. 
 
I want to be a lifelong learner and follower of Jesus. I want to 
humble myself and ask him to continue to teach me how to live, 
how to love, how to enter more fully into His kingdom, not 
mine. Do you want to be his disciple, too? Will you follow 
Christ and become a lifelong learner with me? I hope you will 
join us. There is no better, no greater, and no more exciting 
journey!  
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Fr. Phil SJ 

So we can best serve all parishioners and ensure we meet publication deadlines, articles for the bulletin and Gesu Electronic Updates must be 
submitted at least  14 days prior to the publication date. Mass announcements should be received 7 days in advance. Request for mass  
announcements, electronic updates and the bulletin should be submitted via email and sent to communications@gesudetroit.org  
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Gesu Church 
MISSION STATEMENT 

“We worship joyfully and serve humbly as the Spirit leads us.” 
 

Church Office & Mailing Address 
17180 Oak Drive, Detroit, 48221 

Phone:  (313) 862-4400 
Email:  info@gesudetroit.org 

                         Website:  www.gesudetroit.com 
 

Summer Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday :  9am - 4pm Closed Friday 

 
Pastor                               Fr. Phillip Cooke, S. J. 
Associate Pastor   Fr. Jeff  Dorr, S. J.  
Director of Operations   James Hart 
Director of Finance                Karen Carlton 
Dir. of Mission & Engagement Christina Hall                
School Principal                  Brian O’Roruke 
Parish Council Chair                Curt Klueg 
Parish Council Secretary  Michelle Thomas 
Finance Council    William Felosak 
Worship Commission Chair Allen Jones 
Christian Service Chair   Rosa Tinetti 
CGS Director   Laura Silveri 
Parish Life Chair    June Porter 
Adult Faith Formation                      Pat Jones 
School Board Chair   Leticia Sampson 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Weekday Mass:    Monday through Friday, 5:30 pm  
Weekends:  Saturday, 5:00 pm 
         Sunday, 8:00 am & 10:30 am 
Secular Holidays:  Mass at 9:30  
Holy Days:  Mass at 5:30 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
    Saturday’s 4:00-4:45 pm in the church 

Or by appointment with the Pastor 
 

Emergency After Hour Number for Priest 
call 313-915-0068.  

 
 

School Office & Mailing Address 
17139 Oak Drive, Detroit, 48221 

Phone: (313) 863-4677 
Fax: (313) 862-4395 

 
Please pray for those asking for our prayers 

  
Lucille & Luke Allen                   Tinney Barnes                                                 
Dan Mioduszewski                       Clarice Hardaway                                        
Tolhurst  Family                            Mellowees Hart            
Mia Lamb              Shirlee Sullivan             
Donald Harris                                Rita Pavlosky          
Ann Kerwin                                    Sylvia Scales                  
Judy Betts              Juana Salinas                          
Eugene Gray                           Gabrielle Jordan                         
Mare Creer              Carol Stanley  
Gladys Harper               Leo Brennan 
Betty Jefferson              Helene Rucinski  
Shirley Robinson             Hirami Family 
John Bishop                           Dawn Fraiser-Green 
Joseph Tillman              Tamara Fresh            
Rosemary Little              Stella Walker              

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

October 11-  Sara Salinas (Maria Salinas)  
October 12– Family and Friends of Fr. Phil Cooke (Gesu)  
October 13– Carl and Maureen Peters (Kamie Cicinelli) 
October 14–  Hedwidge Maurer + (by Joe Maurer) 
October 15–  TBD 
 
+ Indicates Deceased 
*Mass offered by Gesu  for those on the prayer list 
 
If you would like to have a mass offered for a loved one please  
contact the parish office. The suggested donation is $10 

 
Sign Up for the Gesu Electronic  
Update by scanning this code. 

OR 
Call the Gesu Parish Center 

Crossroads Volunteers are Needed for Oct. 24 
 

Gesu’s annual meal for Crossroads Soup Kitchen is coming 
up Sunday Oct. 24th.  Volunteers will be needed in two shifts.  
The first shift is from 8:30-11:30 am and the second shift is 
from 11:15 am- 2:30 pm.  
 
We are in need of 18 volunteers for each shift.  
 
Crossroads is located at 2424 West Grand Blvd, Detroit.   
We will be making soup, sandwiches, and preparing to serve 
about 350 clients. 
 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, clients will pick up their meals 
at the door and will not be seated in the dining room as in the 
past. All volunteers need to wear masks. 
 
Sign up to volunteer in the back of the social area or online 
via the link in the Gesu electronic update.  
 
If you have additional 
 questions please contact  
Tim Renaud at 248-850-7378   

Jesuit Examen Conversation 
 

So far we have gathered to discuss three Jesuit Examen  
topics: The Faith that Does Justice, Missionary Discipleship and  

Liturgy, Worship & Community. There will be additional small 
group conversations that continue throughout the year along with  

opportunities for the community to provide written feedback in 
multiple ways.  We want to thank everyone that has participated 
so far and we ask for continued prayers throughout this process.  

 
The Parish Examen is primarily intended to help the community  
reflect upon how we engage and champion five essential elements of 
Jesuit parish ministry. We engage in prayerful reflection in order to 
detect God’s presence and discern his direction for us. The Examen 
is an ancient practice in the Church that can help us see God’s hand 
at work in our whole experience 

  
For more information contact Christina Hall  at 313.862.4400 



WISE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, INC.
Serving the Community Since 1953

Complete Service on American & Import Vehicles
Certified Mechanics 

(313) 341-2555

TOWING

AUTO REPAIR

10400 W. Seven Mile Rd.
(Between Wyoming & Meyers)
Detroit, MI 48221

  Hours:
7:30 to 5:30 Mon.- Fri.

Paul or Mark

James H. Cole, Jr.*
1928-1991

Karla Maria Cole, Director

James H. Cole
Home for

Funerals, Inc.
Brice Green

Headstone Counselor
MAIN CHAPEL

2624 West Grand Blvd.
Detroit, MI 48208

873-0771
NORTHWEST CHAPEL

16100 Schaefer Hwy.
Detroit, MI 48235

835-3997
Gail A. Washington, Manager

 1224 S. Main St.
 Royal Oak, MI
 248-542-6600
www.mainfloorcarpetoneroyaloak.com
Proud to have carpeted Gesu Church!

19000 Woodward • Detroit
1 block South of 7 Mile Rd.

(313) 368-3020 • Open 24 Hours

Closed 
Sundays & 
Holidays

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0066

CITY OIL CHANGECITY OIL CHANGE
ALL MAKES & MODELS

18200 Livernois Ave.
(between 6 & 7 Mile Rd.)

313.862.4940 - 313.862.4942313.862.4940 - 313.862.4942
Drive Thru - No Appointment 

Necessary!

 Our Philosophy Is Honesty,
 Our Strategy Is Service

Complete Line of Fixtures,
Chandeliers, Lamps & Fans
We Feature Generac & Cutler Hammer Generators
CAN’T FIND IT? WE HAVE IT!
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES
Open 6 days • 313- 341-0416
10227 West 8 Mile Rd (On 8 Mile Between Meyers & Wyoming)

www.murraylighting.com

For your family’s peace of mind, contact us to begin your advanced planning
www.AJDesmond.com

Woodward
248-549-0500248-549-0500

Troy • Crooks Rd
248-362-2500248-362-2500

Troy • Rochester Rd.
248-689-0700248-689-0700

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE
313-558-8757• WaterWorkPlumbing.com

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Licensed & Insured Master PlumberSENIOR DISCOUNTS

Contact Michael Ficzner
to place an ad today! 

mficzner@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6452


