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Sowers of the Seed 
 

The Baptism of the Lord –a baptism of fire and the spirit. 
 

Marge Sears 

 

 
This feast ends the Christmas liturgical season. The birth of Jesus is so often depicted as idyllic and sweet but, in reality, Jesus was born in an ani-
mal stall with his people denigrated by the greatest and most oppressive empire, Rome. We don’t learn anything more about Jesus after his appear-
ance in the temple at 12 until these scriptures today – except that he grew in wisdom and grace. Eighteen years later, he appears at the Jordan River 
where John is baptizing. All the promises of previous generations are about to be fulfilled (Isaiah and Ps. 104). “Here is your God who will give you 
food and good things when you open your hands.” The people (we too) wait with blessed hope for “The grace of God to appear and to be saved by 
the bath of rebirth and renewal of the Holy Spirit” (Titus).  
 
Like the birth of Jesus, we know the life of Jesus will not be idyllic and sweet. He is about to shoulder his mission (his Father’s business) which 
would bring him exclusion, threats from religious and political powers and eventually a cruel death on the cross. Perhaps He spent those previous 
18 years growing and deepening his relationship with the Father, which he continued by constantly going off to pray so that he was ready to fulfill 
his destiny and thus fulfill God’s promises to us.   
 
So that day at the Jordan, after others were baptized, Jesus stepped into the water, prayed and asked John to baptize him, too. God then anointed His 
Son with the Holy Spirit and fire and told him (which he also tells us constantly), “You are my beloved Son/daughter in whom I am well pleased.” 
Do we hear that message and remind ourselves of that every day?  Have we grown in that strong relationship with God since our baptism? Are we 
ready to follow Jesus in even the less sweet and idyllic times? Can our baptism be lived every day, a baptism of Spirit and fire, to bring about God’s 
promises in our world? 

 

The mission of Sowers of the Seed is to deepen parishioners' relationship with God, the Word and the parish community. We would love to hear if 
you have read this SOS article and if it touched your spirit in any way. Please reply by text, if possible, to 248-225-0564. God bless.  

Bulletin Deadlines: 
So we can best serve all parishioners and ensure we meet publication deadlines, articles for the bulletin and 
Gesu Electronic Updates must be submitted at least  14 days prior to the publication date. Mass  
announcements should be received 7 days in advance. Request for mass announcements, electronic updates 
and the bulletin should be submitted via email and sent to communications@gesudetroit.org  

 
 
 

Annual MLK Commemoration: Environmental Justice 
 

Our annual Martin Luther King, Jr. commemoration will take place 
virtually on Tuesday, January 18th, 2022 from 7-9pm.  
 
Our speaker will be Theresa Landrum, a community organizer and 
activist who has fought for environmental justice for over  
twenty years. She will lead an interactive conversation under the top-
ic: Making Dr. King’s Dream Real: Environmental Justice  Detroit Style.  

 
The zoom link to this event is in the Gesu Electronic Update.  
Copies of the flyer are at the entrances to the Church.  

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Examen: Care for Creation/Environmental Examen  

 
The health of the planet we live on is one of the 
most critical issues of our time. In Laudato Si, Pope 
Francis called on all of us to protect and restore 
God’s Creation. How has Gesu responded to that 
call? What do we do well, and how can we do 
more? Please join the Green Team and other 
parishioners to discuss these questions and more at 
an upcoming Parish Examen on the environment. 
It will be held January 23 in the Parish Center after 
the 10:30 Mass. In preparation for the meeting,  
parishioners are invited to respond to questions 
posted on large posters in the social area of the 
church. Please stop by there to add your thoughts.  

 
For more information, call the Parish Center or  

Cathy Lee (248-722-1256) 

Gesu’s Recipes of Love 
Rose’s Chocolate Macaroons 

 
2 sq. bitter chocolate  1 tsp. vanilla flavoring 
Butter (size of an egg)  1 cup flour 
1 cup sugar  1 tsp. baking powder 
2 eggs   1 cup powdered sugar 
 
Melt bitter chocolate and butter; let mixture cool. Add sugar, eggs and vanilla 
flavoring and stir. Add flour and teaspoon of baking powder; and mix well. 
Cool. Roll into golf-size balls. Roll into powdered sugar. Bake at 350 degrees 
for 10 minutes.  

-Bill Hickey 
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Please pray for those asking for our prayers 
 
  

 
Lucille Allen   Tinney Barnes                                                  
Dan Mioduszewski  Clarice Hardaway                                        
Mellowees Hart   Mia Lamb              
Shirlee Sullivan   Ann Kerwin                                   
Sylvia Scales   Judy Betts              
Juana Salinas   Eugene Gray                           
Gabrielle Jordan   Mare Creer              
Carol Stanley   Edith Walker              
Gladys Harper   Leo Brennan              
Betty Jefferson   Helene Rucinski               
John Bishop   Dawn Fraiser-Green             
Joseph Tillman   Tamara Fresh              
Rosemary Little   Stella Walker                                 
Lloyd sanders 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

January 10– Eleanor S. Lindeman (by Carolyn Price) 
January 11-  James Maurer+ (by Joe Maurer) 
January 12-  Bruce Thibault+ (by Gesu) 
January 13-  Rita Pavlosky+ (by Gesu) 
January 14-  Catherine McCarthy+ (by Gesu) 
 
+ Indicates Deceased 
*Mass offered by Gesu  for those on the prayer list 
 
If you would like to have a mass offered for a loved one please  
contact the parish office. The suggested donation is $10 

 
Sign Up for the Gesu Electronic  
Update by scanning this code. 

OR 
Call the Gesu Parish Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Every year the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament  
celebrates the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with a prayer service 
and memorial mass.  In 2022, we are pleased to announce that the 
celebrant will be Fr. Phil Cooke, S.J.  The mass will take place at 

11:00 am on Monday, January 17th at the Cathedral. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent and Christmas Feedback 
 

The Worship Commission would like to hear your thoughts 
regarding our Advent and Christmas masses. A link to a sim-
ple survey will be available in the electronic update scheduled 

to be sent out on Friday, January 7. Otherwise, feel free to 
send a message to Fr. Jeff with your thoughts. 

In 2022 we want to celebrate the life events and successes of our 
parishioners. If you are interested in sharing personal life events with 

the Gesu community please send an email to  
communications@gesudetroit.org.  

We look forward to hearing your stories!  

Gesu Church 
MISSION STATEMENT 

“We worship joyfully and serve humbly as the Spirit leads us.” 
 

Church Office & Mailing Address 
17180 Oak Drive, Detroit, 48221 

Phone:  (313) 862-4400 
Email:  info@gesudetroit.org 

                         Website:  www.gesudetroit.com 
 

Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday :  9am - 4pm Closed Friday 

 
Pastor     Fr. Phillip Cooke, S.J. 
Associate Pastor   Fr. Jeff  Dorr, S.J.  
Director of Operations   James Hart 
Director of Finance  Kevin Prost 
School Principal   Brian O’Rourke 
Parish Council Chair  Curt Klueg 
Parish Council Secretary  Michelle Thomas 
Finance Council Chair  William Felosak 
Christian Service Chair   Rosa Tinetti 
CGS Director   Laura Silveri 
Parish Life Chair    June Porter 
Adult Faith Formation  Pat Jones 
School Board Chair  Leticia Sampson 
Administrative Assistant  Ryan Brown 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Weekday Mass:    Monday through Friday, 5:30 pm  
Weekends:  Saturday, 5:00 pm 
         Sunday, 8:00 am & 10:30 am 
Secular Holidays:  Mass at 9:30 am  
Holy Days:  Mass at 5:30 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
    Saturday’s 4:00-4:45 pm in the church 

Or by appointment with one of the priests. 
 

Emergency After Hour Number for Priest 
call 313-915-0068.  

 
 

School Office & Mailing Address 
17139 Oak Drive, Detroit, 48221 

Phone: (313) 863-4677 
Fax: (313) 862-4395 

  www.gesuschool.udmercy.edu 
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Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE
313-558-8757

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

SENIOR DISCOUNTS

WISE AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE, INC.

Serving the Community Since 1953
Complete Service on American & Import Vehicles

Certified Mechanics 

(313) 341-2555

TOWING

AUTO REPAIR

10400 W. Seven Mile Rd.
(Between Wyoming & Meyers)

Detroit, MI 48221

  Hours:
7:30 to 5:30 Mon.- Fri.
Paul or Mark

Contact Michael Ficzner to place an ad today! 
mficzner@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6452

James H. Cole, Jr.*
1928-1991

\Karla Maria Cole, Director

James H. Cole
Home for

Funerals, Inc.
Brice Green

Headstone Counselor

MAIN CHAPEL
2624 West Grand Blvd.

Detroit, MI 48208

873-0771
NORTHWEST CHAPEL

16100 Schaefer Hwy.
Detroit, MI 48235

835-3997
Gail A. Washington, Manager

Woodward
248-549-0500248-549-0500

Troy • Crooks Rd
248-362-2500248-362-2500

Troy • Rochester Rd.
248-689-0700248-689-0700

For your family’s peace of mind, contact us to begin your advanced planning

www.AJDesmond.com

1224 S. Main St. • Royal Oak, MI

248-542-6600
www.mainfloorcarpetoneroyaloak.com

Proud
 to have 
carpeted
Gesu 

Church!

Complete Line of Fixtures,
Chandeliers, Lamps & Fans
We Feature Generac & Cutler Hammer Generators

CAN’T FIND IT? WE HAVE IT!
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES
Open 6 days • 313- 341-0416
10227 West 8 Mile Rd (On 8 Mile Between Meyers & Wyoming)

www.murraylighting.com

Our Philosophy Is Honesty,
Our Strategy Is Service


