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Founded in 1788

Vision Statement. To Welcome. To Inspire. To Transform. To Serve.
- .
A Note From Father David

As we have come to the traditional end of summer, we move into the more “regular” time of the
program and school year. However, instead of a clear calendar of upcoming events, our calendar is
meager, and we will continue to judge how to plan activities and events depending in part on how the
pandemic proceeds. Let us continue to make a commitment to practicing those behaviors that most have
a consensus help to slow the spread of the virus, for our own and others’ health and safety. It will be
more challenging as the temperatures cool. Let us not forget to continue to make creative efforts to reach out to those
who are disconnected, afraid, and lonely. The small acts of kindness and care can mean so much, as well as contribute
to the unity in our human family that we sorely need. I appreciate so deeply the continued commitment of our
dedicated parishioners and parish staff, as we have fewer people present and involved in the church.

I would like to publicly thank Deacon Zaid for helping us in this time of transition with the recent retirement of our
director of faith formation, Mrs. Mary Quick. He is working with our catechists to move into this new year of faith
formation until a new director is hired, hopefully this fall. I also thank Rebecca Mester, who is helping out in the faith
formation office while Shannon Wood is giving attention to her family needs at this time.

Finally, I am so grateful to Mrs. Marilyn Laboe who has been so diligent and dedicated in managing the parish office
in this time of transition following the departure of Karen. We hope to have someone in place in the office soon.

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL

This year’s CSA is kicking off now since everything was delayed due to the pandemic. Many of you have already
received a mailing directly from the archdiocese asking for your support for the CSA, with a short note from me
included. The archdiocese has updated the handling of the CSA so that they are taking on most of the work of the
logistics, with less work for us at the parish office level. So, unlike in the past, all communications and donations are
handled directly with the archdiocese, including your initial pledge or gift. All mailings include an addressed and
postage paid envelope with your response card. Please use this card and send it to the archdiocese; do not send or
bring it to the parish office. Be assured that the response card includes the identification of the parish, so that your gift
is credited to St. Mary. All gifts received beyond our target, which is reduced, in light of the pandemic, stays with the
parish for the organ maintenance fund. There are other options for giving if you do not want to use surface mail. This
is indicated on the response card. If you give, you will not receive further mailings, but rather a thank you, which will
come from me through the parish office.

This year’s CSA video may be viewed in the parish website. It explains what you are supporting when you give to
the Catholic Services Appeal. Thank you for your consideration. I truly believe in the CSA, as I and the parishes I
have served, have and continue to benefit from the services and resources the CSA supports, so that the Church can
carry out its mission in this time and place.

THIS WEEK

On this third Thursday of the month, we will have a holy hour of Eucharistic adoration with exposition at St. John
the Baptist at 9:00 am, concluding with benediction at 10:00 am. All are welcome as we spend time with our
Eucharistic Lord Jesus and beg for His blessings and guidance for us in all of our needs and the needs of the Church
and world.

See our Mass Schedule on page 2

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, a Catholic community of faith, proclaims Jesus Christ through prayer, worship,
celebration of the sacraments, ongoing care for those in need, lifelong faith formation and stewardship of our time, talents and treasures.
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Please contact the parish office or Fr. David
with inquiries about the Sacraments at:
734-241-1644 or
parishoffice@stmarymonroe.org

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION/

CONFESSIONS

Saturday, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. Reconciliation

room is in the left sacristy door behind the

altar. The sacrament is available upon re-

guest from one of the priests.

In addition to regular confession times,

arrangements can be made by calling

the parish office.

MARRIAGE
At least one individual must be a member
of St. Mary Church. A minimum of six
months previous notice is required before
the wedding date. Please phone the parish
office for more information.

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF
ADULTS (RCIA)
Anyone interested in inquiring about our
faith, or anyone interested in becoming a
Roman Catholic Christian please contact
the parish office.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS
Please contact the parish office for baptism
dates at least one month in advance.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
The Sacrament is available upon request
for persons who are seriously ill, scheduled
for a medical procedure, or with a chronic
condition. A person can be anointed as
often as their condition warrants.

For Advertising in our Bulletin!

MILLER'S NU-TECH

PLUMBING & HEATING
15340 S. Telegraph Rd.

www.millersnutech.com

734-241-5817

We're glad you came to join with us in our
worship time today.
We hope that you have felt God's love in a
new, refreshing way.
We look forward to seeing you
again next week!

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTIONS

The Protection of the Oceans
That politicians, scientists, and economists
work together to protect the world’s seas

and oceans.
I T T T cceruermine 1
I MASS SCHEDULE :
| DAILY MASS TIMES |
| Monday St. Michael at 8:15 am |
| Tuesday St. John at 8:15 am I
| St. Mary at 6 pm I
| Wednesday  St. Mary 8:15 am I
| Thursday St. John 8:15 am I
I St. Mary 12:15 pm I
| Friday St. Michael 8:15 am I
| WEEKEND MASS TIMES |
| Saturday  St. Mary 4:30 pm I
| St. Michael 5:00 pm I
I St. John 5:30 pm I
| Sunday St. Mary - 7:30 am, 10:00 am, I
| - Spanish Mass at 2:00 :

St. Michael - 8:00 am, 10:30 am

St.John-9:00am, 11:30 am |
|

TELEVISED SUNDAY MASSES
1 5:00 amChannel 11, WTOL Toledo
: 6:00 amChannel 2, WJBK Fox Detroit

|
I 8:30 amChannel 20, WMTD

| LIVESTREAM MASSES

: Masses will continue to be livestreamed to
I Facebook every Sunday from either
I St. Mary at 10:00 am

or St. John at 11:30 am.
I The September 20th mass will be
I livestreamed from
I St. Mary Church at 10:00 am
I Following the livestream, these masses are |
I archived and are available to watch from |
| each website and will not require a |
| Facebook account. I
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MASS INTENTIONS PRAYER REQUESTS

FOR THE SICK AND Karen O’Brien IHM Care Center

Tuesday, September 15th UNEMPLOYED Tom Opperman Joyce Eby
6:00 pm Mass Danny Adams Darlene Parran Pascal Flameygh
t Ray Cooley Donna Ahlgram Tom Parsons Mary Foshag
Antonio, Jaclyn & Baby Zayden & Zander Perry Mary Gallagher
Wednesday, September 16th Aleman Beverly Preston Rose Mary Kennedy
8:15 am Mass Nina Arcabascio William & Cecile Jean Waybright
t Mary Sue Terrasi Joe Balk Prusaitis Wellspring Lutheran
Eva Barno Martha Rais Home
Thursday, September 17th Donald Barton Jim Raymo ‘ Dolores Bodine
12:15 pm Mass . Ron Bentley Andrea Redich Barbara Matthews
t Suzanne Scheick Edward Bitz R'achelle Reed Joyce Stein
Amanda (Ghigo) Llnda'Roberts Don Toeppe
Saturday, September 19th Blanchett Dennis Rowan
3:00 pm - Confessions Marvin Boes Jim Schmitz

Vivian Schwartz
Cynthia Smith

4:30 pm Mass - Father Giancarlo
t Julie, Thelma, & Joseph LaHood, Sr.

Roseann Bork
Addi Bressler

t Tom Westover Ryan Bruck Shirley Sommerville OUR MEN & WOMEN
Jacob Bullard Eric Sottile IN THE MILITARY
Sunday, September 20th Jeff Clark Krystal Space Sr A Bri Ayers
7:30 am Mass - Father David Larry Cornell Don Toeppe Capt Adam M. Gagnon

t Joseph W. Kull
T Frank Smith, Jr.
t Dale Zeemer

For the Intentions of Jay and Kathy

Jondro

10:00 am Mass - Father David

T Jack Laboe

2:00 pm - Spanish Mass Father Giancarlo

Ruben Cortez

Sam & Jane Cusumano
Shirley Edmonds
Steve Elder

Ken Fleming

Racheal Frederick
George

Joyce & Gerry Gallagher
Diane Gress

Alicia Hall

Fox Handler

Kate Herr-Maletich
Nick Mester

Dorothy & Larry Tomasik
Mark & Theresa Tom
Dan Trouse

Sophie & Bekka Turner
Charlie VanWashehnova
Wendy Willis

Carl Wilson

Randy Wylie

Debra Yensch

Michael Yensch

Pfc Joshua Gusten

LCpl Richard Hall

Ssg Nathan lhrig

Ssgt Dakota Klocek
Seaman Robert Kull
A1C Hunter Larnhart, USAF
Alexander Lehr

Lt Zachary Manor

Ssgt Matthew Marshall
Ssgt Jonathan R. Martin
PV2 Bailey Mehki

Sgt Jason Mell

M/Sgt Tim Okkerse,

i Air Force
Rob Milosch THOSE IN NURSING

PARISH OFFICE HOURS [RRia SOMES OR Lt Hunter A Smith
David Huntley ASSISTED LIVING Jami Tatro W2
The parish office is open for necessary Dave Jondro Alice Lorraine Care Center LCpl Nicholas Tipper
business during the following hours until  Richard Kirby John Kuras §p| ?GVOF ? Tli_Per
further notice. Frank Kolakowski Brookdale vt Trevor Tomkinson

Sr A Brennen Werr

Linda Krueger
Debbie Lancaster
Andrea Lewandowski
Lawson Lindner

Monday 8:30 am - 4:00 pm
(closed between noon & 1:00 for staff lunches)
Wednesday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Joanne Bondy
Jeanne Byron

Brookdale-Ann Arbor

(no lunch closure) Karl Mathe Beulah May
Friday 8:30 am - Noon Kit Maxwell Cambrian, Tecumseh
Joann Mehki

Please be aware that a mask will be
required and there is a limited capacity
allowed into the office.

Thank you for understanding
and for your cooperation.

Melvin Jasper
Richard Metric

Linda Nash Miller
Bill Minney
Roger Minney
Peggy Nicholson

Elderly Solutions
Nancy Reaume

Fountain View
Lorraine Young
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Sept. 19th & 20th 4:30 Mass 7:30 Mass 10:00 Mass
EME Mary Jo Godfroy Donna Banker Russell Krueger
Mark Manor Jan Cousino Joanne Minney
GREETERS: Lorie Bronson Fred Fedorowicz Mar!Iyn Appner Falor
Jackie Steinman
LECTORS Tim Anteau . A.nn Laboe Matt Hehl
Frank McAuliffe Rick Montcalm Robyn Thompson

LAY LEANINGS By Deacon Mike Stewart © 2020 Mike Stewart Email: layleanings@gmail.com Used with permission

A friend was sharing her sadness over the fact that their youngest son had just gone off to college. Their daughter
had been in college for two years, and this couple was about to embark upon that phenomenon we affectionately
refer to as, ‘the empty nest.” As my friend and | talked, | realized the extraordinary ironies that work on us as we
prepare for that profound change in our lives, and what actually occurs when it happens.

When our kids are young, the house is typically full of something teetering between excitement and complete
chaos. Our lives are not our own. Our personal dreams and ambitions, our hobbies and our schedules are
handed over to the labor and delivery nurse when that baby is laid in our arms for the first time. ‘We’ll get back to it,” we
lament, after the kids are a ‘little older.” In the ensuing years, we dream of that day of emancipation; freedom to spend time
doing something other than cooking, cleaning, taxiing, and refereeing. If we’re fortunate, we sneak away for a rare weekend by
ourselves with visions of raucous partying and kid-like behavior. We all know, of course, what really happens; as we sit pre-
occupied, watching our cell phones and wondering whether some cataclysmic event has consumed our kids. That’s the first
sign that we’re probably not ready for the empty nest.

Have you ever watched a bird build a nest? We have a large pine tree in our yard, and it’s a favorite home to many birds.
Before momma bird takes up roost, the nest is painstakingly built to just the right proportions, piece-by-meticulous-piece. It’s
finished just in time for the baby birds to arrive, and from there they are fed, nurtured, and protected. Try going near a nest
full of baby birds and you’ll know what | mean. Once they are grown and can fly, they leave the nest, and when the last baby
bird has left, so too does the mother. The nest is left empty. The job of the nest and of the parents is done. The parents move
on, and when the next big gust of wind comes along, you'll find the nest on the ground ready to be discarded.

It’s a bit sad, | think, and | have a feeling that this image is what makes it so hard for us to let go of our
kids when the time comes for them to build their own nest. Unlike birds, we can’t wait for our kids to
leave the nest; but when they do, we mourn the silence.

It might help to realize that God understands this contradiction in our lives. When we come into this
world, we leave God’s nest, and like us, God can only stand back and pray that his children will make
the choice to return to the nest someday. Like God, we have to let go, but we have to do so in faith,
hope, and trust in the One from whose nest we came and will one day return.

Train the young in the way they should go; even when old, they will not swerve from it. Proverbs 22:6

—_‘_—
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FROM THE DESK OF DEACON ZAID

"Lord, | am nothing but a block of wood: set fire
toit. "
- St. Frances de Sales

This is one of my favorite quotes by the saints. It
speaks to many realities faced in the Christian life, one of
which | believe is more common and widespread than we
acknowledge -- that people feel ill-equipped to serve in the
Church, because of whatever obstacle they believe prohibits
them from serving. Yet, from the scriptures, we know that
Jesus does His greatest work with His weakest instruments.
The entire Bible is filled with stories of people who, according
to worldly standards, were not fit to serve, yet the Lord's
standards are different.

One of my favorite verses in scripture is from 1 Samuel
16:7, "Man looks at the outward appearance, but God looks
at the heart." The Lord has affirming words for everyone that
regardless of our age, gender, handicap, weakness, or self-
doubt, God can use that to bring glory to His name and to the
world. So, whenever doubts come into our head, or when we
feel unfit to serve, let us remember that we are nothing
but a block of wood and, with
the grace of God, we can be-
come effective ministersin a
world that desperately needs
to see people who embrace
their vocation and who live it |
with fire, zeal, and confidence.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP

Life is not always easy on us and it can be hard to figure out the next step to take in our
journey. We can even become immobilized by indecisiveness and fiear about making the
wrong move or choosing the incorect path. | think of the song, Should | $tay, or Should

| Go, as & mantra for many times in my life, Should | stay in this house, this job, or this
car? Should | go here or there? When those times of decision surface, | usually turn to my
wifee, my friends, or even my children. Talking it out can help, and their perspectives give
me more data to consider. When | lean on others to help me make a decision, it helps me
become mare confident in my choices,

Discerning the will of God is not easy either, Rarely do we understand God's calling clearly
at first. God's calling is ahways maore easily discerned within a community of faithiul
disciples. Qur stewardship way of life can suffir greatly if we refuse to allow others to
assist us in the process of discermment, What gifts or talents are needed for the task at
hiand? Where do | fit best into God's plan? Where is God leading me? No one should have
to decide the answers to these questions alone. We need to always lean on the Body of
Christ to help us see the path that God has laid before us. Without a little help along the
journey, over time we might find ourselves stuck in the same place where we started.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MT5
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ST. VINCENT De PAUL

T Pantry Needs

~Hygiene Products™
Shampoo, hand and dish soap, deodorant,
razors, shaving cream

The challenge in today’s Gospel, is to forget how others
have behaved toward us and to look to God’s way of loving
and forgiving. Our focus must be on God.

Is there a neighbor or friend of yours who is in temporary

need because of a loss of a job or an illness? Please leave a
message for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul...we want to
help!

Know that you are a constant in all our prayers.
P.S. Want to know more about our Society?
Please send me an e-mail at: jstbernard2017 @comcast.net.

Visit our website at www.svdpstmarymonroe.org

HABITAT FOR HUMMANITY
-
VY Dabitat
Don’t just hear the Gospel, live it!

St. Mary, Monroe is sponsoring an opportunity to “Shelter
the Homeless”. We are organizing a Habitat for Humanity
building crew for September 19, 2020, 8 am — 3 pm.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we can only allow six
volunteers on the building site at 2467 Grand Blvd., in
Detroit Beach. We ask that all volunteers bring their own
face masks to wear for the day.

Please contact Fred Fedorowicz for more information @
(734) 243 4344 or fedorowicz@sbcglobal.net. Lunch,
hardhats and safety glasses provided; no experience
necessary.

RCIA

Are You a Seeker? Come and See

The RCIA journey of faith begins with your

guestions Non-Catholic? Not baptized? No
matter which faith tradition you come from, of from none at
all, or were baptized Catholic but have no formation, we
invite you to come and explore the
Catholic faith. We’ll tell you about the “RCIA”, the journey
of faith known as the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Every Thursday evening, our door is open to those who want
to inquire. Drop in —no obligation, no commitment, no
pressure. We meet in the Heritage Hall at 6:30pm. For
more information call:
Deacon Mike Stewart (dcnmike@stmarymonroe.org) or
Lorie Bronson (lorieb@stmarymonroe.org).
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IHM SPIRITUALITY CENTER
Savwdnm 9{( M&:A conversation

on Systemic Racism, Climate Change
and why the statement “I Can’t Breathe”
is echoing across the planet with Joni Scott

WEBINAR
Saturday, Sept. 19, 2020
9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Registration Deadline: Sept. 11

Suggested Offering: $25

To register, contact River House at
riverhouse@ihmsisters.org or 734-240-5494

AVE MARIA UNIVERSITY

Generous University Scholarships & Opportuni-
y ty for a Free College Visit: Attention high
school seniors! Ave Maria University (near Na-
ples, FL) is offering the Michigan Scholar-

ship ($28,000 over 4 years) and the Michigan Homeschool
Scholarship ($36,000 over 4 years) to local Catholic stu-
dents, making an authentic Catholic education truly afford-
able. Additional institutional and federal aid are available.
You are also invited to participate in the 2020 AMU Michi-
gan Fly-In, which is a FREE college visit to AMU TH, Oct.
29 - SUN, Nov. 1, including airfare, lodging, food, etc. Lim-
ited spots available! For more information or to apply for
the Fly-In, visit www.avemariafoundation.org.

HELP OUR MARRIAGE

Your Marriage can be saved...

... and be better than ever!

800-470-2230

HelpOurMarriage.org

Helping marriages rediscover the LOVE since 1977
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2™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SUNDAY SEPTEMEBER 13, 2020
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"FORGIVE

L
"Lord, if my brother sins
against me, how often must
| forgive? As many as seven
~ times?” Jesus answered, “I say
to you, not seven times but b

1

seventy-seven times.”
MATTHEW 18:21-22
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IN THE SPIRIT OF GIVING

A Call for Help!

Many among us have been going without
When they were homeless and their future in doubt.
They needed a bed instead of the floor,
And some basic needs, and a little more.
If you can share some time
Without reason or rhyme,

And if a truck you own
We’'ll build up your muscle and bone
By moving furniture to and fro.

And before you know
You'll be helping those who are without
To let them know they are cared about.
We grow in grace by doing a good deed
And helping those in need.

So please join us at “In the Spirit of Giving”
And increase your quality of living
With others you will be
So come to the Powerhouse and see
How much fun it can be!

Please call 734-241-6088
And join with others who are willing to partake
In the Spirit of Giving
To help others with their quality of living!
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