Our Lady of La Salette Parish
Our Mission Statement
We, the Roman Catholic Family of Our Lady of La Sale!e, have the
living and welcoming presence of Jesus Christ as the center of our life,
especially in the Eucharist. Through worship, the proclama"on of the
Gospel, service, and the work of the New Evangeliza"on, we con"nue
the reconciling ministry of Jesus Christ.
Berkley, Michigan

March 22, 2020

“It’s the Mass that matters”
In early 20th century England, a politician used a rallying cry
ag
against
English Catholics at a time when they were largely
os
ostracized.
This rallying cry found a ready audience, not only
wi those sympathetic to the politician’s anti-Catholic position,
with
bu also among Catholics themselves. These Catholics turned
but
th politician’s words into a slogan that succinctly expresses the
the
es
essence
of their faith: “It’s the Mass that matters.”
It
It’s the Mass that matters. How those words touch a chord in
Am
American Catholic hearts today, when so many now find
th
themselves unable to attend Holy Mass. The state of emergency
cr
created by the COVID-19 (“coronavirus”) outbreak has made it
im
imprudent,
in the judgment of many Church leaders, medical
ex
experts
and politicians, to celebrate public Masses for the next
fe weeks.
few
There are many good articles already articulating the reasoning behind the suspension of public Masses, as
well as offering inspiring advice about how to make a spiritual communion and to spend the Lord’s Day at a
time when participation in Mass is impossible. In this article, I would like simply to reflect a bit on !" $%& '&
!" M()), the greatest gift we have from God in this life.
This is an extremely difficult time for Catholics who love and depend on the Mass, which is the “source and
summit” of our lives as followers of Christ and members of his Church. But good fruit can come even from
such heavy crosses, perhaps especially from our heaviest crosses. And one kind of good fruit we can
cultivate now is a renewed love for the Sacrifice of the Mass and a hunger for the sacrament of Holy
Communion.
About 20 years ago, I had the tremendous blessing of visiting Ireland for the first time. Being 100 percent
Irish, I had always wanted to visit the land of my ancestors. And as I was touring the country, I was very
much impressed by all of the predictable experiences: the graciousness of the Irish people, the beauty of the
landscape, the neat stone churches and cobblestone streets and even a few Irish pubs. But the object that
provoked the greatest sense of wonder in me was something I never would have predicted.
One day, I was touring a village church in County Clare with some Irish relatives of mine, distant cousins. It
was the church in which my great-grandmother had been baptized and received her first Holy Communion.
In the back of the church they showed me what they described as a “wheelbarrow chapel.” What I saw was a
wooden-frame chapel mounted on a platform of about 4 feet by 8 feet, with wheels and handles more or less
like those of a wheelbarrow.
I had never seen such a thing before, so of course I asked my cousins what the purpose of this unusual
chapel was. They told me the story of a time, during the English occupation of Ireland, when the celebration
of Mass was strictly forbidden.
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The penalty for those caught attending Mass was the seizure of their food vouchers. The vouchers were
government-issued tickets redeemable for what was the only food available in Ireland at the time. Lose the
vouchers, and your family lost its food: a very simple, and very severe, penalty.
But the people of this village, like so many people throughout Ireland, were good enough to treasure spiritual
food more than physical food. And so they built the wheelbarrow chapel. Late at night, the people would pull
the chapel down to the seaside — the only place that offered even a reasonable degree of secrecy. There,
under the cover of darkness, a local priest would step up into the cramped chapel and celebrate the Mass in
sotto voce, a voice so low as to approach a whisper, for the villagers huddled around their tiny new parish
church.
We can only imagine the contrast between the intensity of the prayers of the Mass as they welled up in the
hearts of those people and the soft murmuring of their actual voices. And we can only imagine the devotion
with which they received the Bread of Life, knowing it was at the risk of losing their only earthly bread.
Stories of celebrating Mass under conditions of persecution are many and riveting. Persecution was such a
regular part of life in the early Church that there was a name used for the hidden nature of the Mass:
the disciplina arcani, or “discipline of the secret.” And this need to “go underground” has been a recurring
theme throughout the centuries, even down to our own age in places where practicing the Catholic Faith is
forbidden. The late-Jesuit priest Fr. Walter Ciszek, who was a prisoner in Soviet prisons and Siberian labor
camps for 23 years, from 1940-63, tells the story of a rare opportunity he had to celebrate Mass while in the
Dudinka prison camp.
In his book With God in Russia, Fr. Ciszek writes:
“That first night, they brought us a half liter of soup apiece and two hundred grams of kasha, plus hot
water. We wolfed it down. Then everyone collapsed on the plank bunks like a company of dead
men. After years in prison with little exercise, this first day of hard work had been torture. My
muscles were too numb even to ache; every sinew felt like a piece of twine that had been unwound
and shredded into string …Toward the end of the first week in Dudinka, Fr. Casper came looking for
me in the barracks one night. Some of his Poles had told him there was another priest in the camp.
He found me before I had a chance to look him up and asked me if I wanted to say Mass. I was
overwhelmed! My last Mass had been said in Chusovoy more than five years ago. I made
arrangements to meet him in his barrack the next morning as soon as the six o’clock signal
sounded.
“The men in Fr. Casper’s barrack were mostly Poles. They revered him as a priest, protected him,
and he tried to say Mass for them at least once a week. They made the Mass wine for him out of
raisins … the altar breads from flour ‘appropriated’ in the kitchen. My chalice that morning was a
whiskey glass, the paten to hold the host was a gold disc from a pocket watch. But my joy at being
able to celebrate Mass again cannot be described.”
Today, in an age when many people are tempted to prefer flashy church services with very obvious emotional
outreach, now is a good time for us to see with fresh eyes the beauty and the genius of the Mass, in which
the most powerful mysteries of God are communicated to mere mortals, by
means of a ritual beautiful enough to be fittingly celebrated in the majesty of St.
Peter’s Basilica, but also simple enough to be celebrated in a wooden chapel
mounted on a wheelbarrow on the beaches of Ireland; a ritual grand enough to
be celebrated by hundreds of thousands of people at every World Youth Day,
but also brief enough to be memorized, so that devout priests could write the
prayers down from memory and celebrate with only a few huddled prisoners in
a Soviet labor camp; a ritual contemporary enough to be celebrated in each of
our parish churches, in situations normally free of any palpable tension, but
also traditional enough that we do — in substance — the very same thing done
2,000 years ago by Our Lord, on that night of unspeakable tension, when He
would be betrayed by one of His best friends, the night before He would
die for us.
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“Do this in memory of me,” Jesus told His apostles that night. And the gift, mystery, and the duty of the Mass
first entrusted to the apostles has been handed down from generation to generation of Catholics ever since,
down to our own day. Each Sunday, we have the inestimable privilege to gather not merely to remember
what Jesus did, but to do what He did. And we “do this” in the kind of remembrance of Him that makes
Him present to us once again — present in a way that is more perfect, more complete than any other way we
find Jesus present in our world. It is what Pope St. John Paul II has called the presence of Jesus par
excellence in our world.
In our time, of course, we face, not the swords or guns of persecutors, not the fear of capture or starvation,
but only a little inconvenience, the need to give up just a little time: sacrifices so small that those who have
been persecuted would certainly pray, and perhaps would even weep, for us if they knew how easily our
generation is distracted from what is essential.
Yet now we face an acute suffering, a deprivation the likes of which none of us who are lifelong Americans
have ever known. Public Masses have been suspended, and we are invited to fast, and pray, and to discover
once again the riches of divine grace we have too often taken for granted.
And so, may we who under the ordinary circumstances of our lives enjoy the privilege of celebrating Holy
Mass in peace and freedom never be tempted to use words like “boring” to describe it! May we never again
think of other things as more important, but, rather, may our hearts burn with thanksgiving for the awesome
gift of celebrating Mass, of receiving Jesus’ Body and Blood, and, to use the words of St. Paul, of proclaiming
the death of the Lord until he comes, the death that, at every Catholic altar, brings us new life.
Fr. Charles Fox is a priest of the Archdiocese of Detroit currently assigned to the theology faculty of
Sacred Heart Major Seminary. He is also a weekend associate pastor at St. Therese of Lisieux
Parish in Shelby Township and chaplain and a board member of St. Paul Evangelization Institute,
headquartered in Warren.

Prayer List

Amy Allen, Nidhal Asfar, Joyce Beacome, Paul
Baldes, Kelly Bonner, Brian Boychuk, Julie
Brooks, Mary Beth Bullock, Flo Cameron,
Christine Carter, Robert Czene, Carol Darga,
James Devroy, John Dipzinski, Bernie Dipzinski,
Al Drake Judy DuLong, Michael Dunne,
Josephine Fantuzzi, Burton Farbman, John Favre, Gary Foster, D. J.
Fraser, Ria Goudswaard, Patricia Grundy Amelia Hale, Sr. Elizabeth
Harris, Andrew Hojnacki, Joanne Holden, Ed Horvath, Jeanie Jedrzejek,
David Johnston, Spencer Jozefowicz, Amber Kaczmarek, Alex Kade,
Laura Kelley, Lloyd Lewis, Alma Locke, Gerald Mahrle Sr., Diane
McManamy, Cathy McPhee, Michael McClellan, Dorothy Misner,
Richard Misner, Dennis Moser, Brian Morency, Susan Molloy, Mary
Munro, Paulaire Novotny, Amanda O’Connor, Donald Oleksinski, Ron
Owens, Cheryl Paesano, Pat Paholak, John Pohland, Sabah Razzuki, Jan
Richards, Joel Rivera, Dorothy Rivers, Loretta Roberts, Martha Denise
Roberts, Arnold Robinson, Margaret Robinson, Del Rogers, George
Rogers, Bonnie Roland, Bonnie Ruffins, Sr. Janet Schaffran, William
Scholes, Patricia Sides, Joseph Simler, Marie Simon, Jordan Singer,
Ivy Skrelja, Betty Smith, Carol Smith, Leslie Smith, Paul Smith,
Michael Smithingell, Erin Smithingell, Janice Stanichuk, John Steele,
Terry Turner, Shirley Tyldesley, Cameron Wasiluk, Hattie Watson,
Frank Wilson, Terry Wilson, Betty Wimmer.

As we all temporarily participate in the
Mass online or via television, you and
your families are encouraged to make a
daily Spiritual Communion by praying:

My Jesus,
I believe that you are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament.
I love you above all things
and I desire to receive you in my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment
receive you sacramentally,
Come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace you
as if you were already there
And unite myself wholly to you.

We place these persons and all who are ill before the Lord in prayer.

Never permit me to be

To add or remove a person from our prayer list, please call the parish office,
(248) 541-3762 or send an e-mail to bulletin@lasalette-church.org.

Amen.

separated from you.
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Scripture Passages
for the week

M!!" M#$%# A&#
Maria Ana and her brothers receive one
meal a day at school, so that they can focus
on achieving their dreams. How was
educa!on important for your future? How
can you we ensure that all young people
have a chance to be educated?
Visit crsricebowl.org for more.

Sunday, March 22, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Lent
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/
Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/
Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41
Monday, March 23, 2020
Lenten Weekday
Is 65:17-21/
Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b/
Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday, March 24, 2020
Lenten Weekday
Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/
Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday, March 25, 2020
The Annunciation of the Lord
Is 7:10-14; 8:10/
Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11/
Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38
Thursday, March 26, 2020
Lenten Weekday
Ex 32:7-14/
Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/
Jn 5:31-47
Friday, March 27, 2020
Lenten Weekday
Wis 2:1a, 12-22/
Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23/
Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday, March 28, 2020
Lenten Weekday
Jer 11:18-20/
Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12/
Jn 7:40-53
Sunday, March 29, 2020
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Ez 37:12-14/
Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/
Rom 8:8-11/
Jn 11:1-45
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Fact checkers at the Washington
Post newspaper (not pro-life
friendly) confer a yearly list of
their “Pinocchio’s”—statements
that are either outright lies or that
cannot be proven. This year they
awarded “four Pinocchio’s”,
meaning completely false, to the
former president of Planned
Parenthood, Leana Wen when she
stated that “thousands of women
died from abortions” before Roe v
Wade. There is really no need to
make abortion any more
devastating that it is.
One woman’s death from an
abortion is too many. But keep in
mind that in almost every abortion
there is a death—the baby. Words
have meaning.
For more information, please call
the LIFESPAN office,
(248) 816-1546.
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Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas.
We fly to you today as your beloved children.
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son,
as you did at the wedding in Cana.
Pray for us, loving Mother,
and gain for our na!on and world,
and for all our families and loved ones,
the protec!on of your holy angels,
that we may be spared the worst of this illness.
For those already afflicted,
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance.
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful,
wipe away their tears and help them to trust.
In this !me of trial and tes!ng,
teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be pa!ent and kind.
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts.
We come to you with confidence,
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother,
health of the sick and cause of our joy.
Shelter us under the mantle of your protec!on,
keep us in the embrace of your arms,
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen.
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Archbishop José H. Gomez.

Page 6

The La Salette News, Berkley

OUR LADY OF LA SALETTE
2600 Harvard Road
Berkley, Michigan 48072-1597
(248) 541-3762 / Fax (248) 541-4250

www.lasalette-church.org
office@lasalette-church.org

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Send bulletin articles by 12 Noon on the
Monday before the issue date to
bulletin@lasalette-church.org
Online Giving (Electronic Contributions)

https://www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=311
Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) Online Contributions
olls.aodcsa.org

Baptisms
Contact Deacon Darga for baptism information.
Confession/Sacrament of Reconciliation
Contact Fr. Connell.
Marriages
Contact one of the clergy to make arrangements.
Communion and Sick Calls Please notify us of
critically ill, hospitalized, or homebound persons
who desire pastoral care.
PASTORAL TEAM
Rev. Fr. Patrick J. Connell, Pastor
(248) 877-0216 / frredbeard@icloud.com
Rev. Mr. Daniel M. Darga, Pastoral Associate
Ext. 11 / dmdarga@lasalette-church.org
Rev. Mr. Clem Stankiewicz
church.org

(248) 953-8088 / cstankiewicz@lasalette-

Br. Al Mascia, OFM, Coordinator of Faith Formation

www.lasalette-church.org
During the COVID-19 pandemic and the
temporary suspension of public Masses in the Archdiocese of Detroit,
Our Lady of La Salette Parish still needs your support.
Although we are not celebrating Mass as a parish community, we
still have a need to pay our staff, maintain the church building,
and, importantly, continue our outreach ministries.
We ask that, to the best of your ability, you continue to make
your weekly offertory donations, either by mailing them to the parish at
2600 Harvard Road, Berkley, MI 48072 or via our website,
www.lasalette-church.org/online-giving.html

Ext. 13 / amascia@lasalette-church.org
Mr. Peter A. Rogers, Minister of Music

Ext. 17 / progers@lasalette-church.org
Mrs. Kathy Fox, Executive Administrator
Ext. 14 / kfox@lasalette-church.org
PARISH OFFICE STAFF
Ms. Joyce Snyder, Secretary
Ext. 10 / jsnyder@lasalette-church.org
Mr. Gabe Darga, Bookkeeping Assistant, Secretary
Ext. 36 / gdarga@lasalette-church.org
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L.J. RODGERS

NorthPointe Foot & Ankle

(248) 542-7850

$20.00 OFFany plumbing work

Dr. Lee Hoffman, Dr. Brian Kissel,
Dr. Charles Kissel, Dr. Aimee Popofski
Exceptional Foot Care for the Entire Family
Supporting the Berkley Community for 40 years

27901 Woodward Ave., Berkley 248.545.0100

MichiganFootCare.com

Home Improvements, LLC

ROOFING & SIDING
Licensed
& Insured

• Trim & Seamless Gutters
• Storm & Replacement Windows

(248) 399-1233

www.ljrodgers.com

Huntington Woods & Farmington Hills

0% Financing available to qualified buyers

Voted Best Auto Repair 2015-2018
by ClickonDetroit Vote4TheBest
WE REPAIR DOMESTIC & IMPORTS

• Oil Change Service Pkg • A/C
• Advanced Diagnostics • Tires
• Computer Diagnostics • Belts
• Maintenance & Batteries • Brakes
• Shocks & Axles
• Mufflers
• Radiators
• Heaters
• Alignment and more...

27201 Woodward Ave, Berkley
northernautorepairs.com
(248) 548-6748 • (248) 548-9666

3-D-4-3

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today!
dpolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0117

Dorothy A. Pasikowski, DDS
Family & Cosmetic
Dentistry

THE ORIGINAL

B udget T ree S ervice

Over 20 Years Experience • Licensed & Fully Insured
*Not affiliated with any other budget tree service

2867 W. 12 Mile Rd. • Berkley

(248) 547-7110

www.dorothypasikowski.com

T ree

www.BandBcollision.com
919 S Main St • Royal Oak

T ree & S hrub R emoval • L ot C learings
& S hrub T rimming • S torm D amage • F irewood

FREE ESTIMATES

800-964-7785

24 Hour Emergency Service • *ASK FOR AXEL OR ERIC

30% OFF For Seniors

with coupon • Limit 1 coupon per job • Limited time offer on coupon

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help
$20 OFF ANY SERVICE
248-213-9248 • WaterWorkPlumbing.com

David L. Manzo, M.D.
Ophthalmologist

Gincy George, O.D.

Optometrist
• General Ophthalmology
• Laser Vision Correction
• Cataract/Implant Surgery
• Glaucoma
• Pediatric Eye Exams
• Optical Shop
• Expert Contact Lens Fitting

SENIOR DISCOUNTS

621 West 11 Mile Road • Royal Oak, MI 48067
248-541-4200 • www.manzoeyecare.com

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

3372 Coolidge Hwy.
Berkley

(248) 545-4000
Voted Top 13 Gas Station
Restaurant in the US
-thrilllist.com

Burial/Cremation Services

Serving the La Salette Community
for Over 75 Years!

(248) 398-6500

2125 Twelve Mile Rd.
Berkley, MI 48072
www.sawyerfuller.com
3-D-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0117

