— e :
i ’u-‘-‘!-,'y "NL—ff: L k wucom:i}e

Mission Statement

St. Matthias Parish is commitied to becoming a prayerful community
by celebrating the Sacraments together, and supporting the parish and one another
by sharing the time, talents and treasures God has given us.
Through prayer and good works we will strive to grow in peace and unity with God and our community.

~Christmas Schedule ~

Monday— Thursday, December 27-30, 2021-
Offices Closed

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,

December 28.29 & 30
9:00 am Mass

Friday, December 31, 2021-New Year’s Eve-

7:00 pm Mass
t{, fﬂ [ H “ I_ Y [ A M | [ Y Saturday, January 1, 2022— New Year’s Day-
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“After three days they found him in the temple, 4:30 pm Mass
ke Sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them Sunda\g.Januall\'/Iv 2, 2022-
»and asking them questions, and all who heard him. : : 11-:1(3)% frnn Missi
1:00 Spanish Mass
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M were astounded at his understanding and his
o answers. - Lk 2 4647
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25

8:30 a.m.~

T John, Frances & Betty Straka— by Jackie Straka
T Jan Siemen— by Family

11:00 AM.-

T Tommy Dembeck— by Alice Carter

¥ Nancy Yang Family — by Family

¥ Jacob Family— by Family

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26

8:30 am. ~

T Howard & Della Finkel- by Finkel Family

T Dorothy Pagoto— by Agnes

T Jan Siemen

11:00 a.m. ~

T Janet Siemen— by Hans & Rose Medina

T Lucjan Stolarczyk— by Wife, & Family

v T Gensor & Krisak Families— by Gensor Family

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28
T Frank Gensor— by Gensor Family

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29
T Christine Loucks— by Terese Pauken
T Roger Valade St.— by Anna Pawlitz

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30
T Anne Spearing— by sistet, Fran
T Tom Spearing— by sister, Fran
¥ Vocations

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31
7:00 p.m.
T Wanda Michalski— by Family

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1

4:30 p.m.

T Giuseppe, Robert and Flora Orsini— by Andy & Antoinette
Ceccacci

T Tony Dubosh— by Don & Barbara Klukavy

T Tommy Dembeck— by Frank & Alice Singer

T Jean Willis— by Family

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2

8:30 a.m. ~

T Betty Straka— by Denise Macker

T Veronica & Craig Chione— by John & Barbara Klukavy
11:00 a.m. ~

¥ Our Family of Parishes

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25
8:00 AM. HOLY ROSARY
8:30 A.M. MASS
10:30 A.M. HOLY ROSARY
11:00 A.M. MASS
1:00 P.M. SPANISH MASS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26
8:00 A.M. HOLY ROSARY
8:30 A.M. MASS
10:30 A.M. HOLY ROSARY
11:00 A.M. MASS
1:00 P.M. SPANISH MASS

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28
8:40 A.M. HOLY ROSARY
9:00 A.M. MASS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29
8:40 A.M. HOLY ROSARY
9:00 A.M. MASS
8:00 .M. AA AND AL-ANON

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30
8:40 A.M. HOLY ROSARY
9:00 A.M. MASS

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31
7:00 P.M. MASS

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1
3:00 P.M. CONFESSIONS
4:00 P.M. ROSARY
4:30 P.M. MASS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2
8:00 A.M. HOLY ROSARY
8:30 A.M. MASS
10:30 A.M. HOLY ROSARY
11:00 A.M. MASS
1:00 P.M. SPANISH MASS

Teockly Sehedile
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Pfc Aaron C. Alley/Army

Spc Melissa Alston/Army

Larissa Brown/ Air Force

Pvt Alexander Bayadich/Marines
Sgt. Michael J Borg/ Air Force
Larissa Brown,/ Air Force

Sgt Andrew Chapoton/Army
SMSgt Mark Darling/Air Force
Pvt Brandon Dodson/Marines
Capt David G. Fox/Army

Sgt. Jeffrey FrameArmy
A/Sgt Brandon Gadde/Air Force
Pvt Aaron B. Goebel/Army

Sgt Andrew W. Goebel/Army
Thomas A. Goebel/Marines Recruit
T/Sgt Glenn Harbaugh/ Air Force
Austin Inman/Navy
Adam Karas/ Air Force

Cpt. Michael Kelvin/ Air Force

1st Lt. Christina Kelvin/ Air Force
1st Lt. Timothy Kelvin/ Air Force
Paul Koss/Marines
Jack W. Manning, Jr./Navy
%gt Daniel Mills/ Army

eti Priebe/Navy Reserves

Capt Christopher Ray/Matrines
Cpt. Jonathan Recor/ Air Force
CW?2 Joseph Recor/Army

E5S/Sgt Scott J. Resk/Air Force
SSgt John Salvio/ Air Force

Steven Schatzberg/Army

Gunnery S/Sgt Jonathan Stampor/
Marines

S%[Gerald (Jake) Stier/ Army Reserves
CMSgt Gerald Szydloski/ Air Force
Spec Michael K. Weber/Army
Pvt Douglas Wojtowicz/Army

Spc Peter Zelenak/Army

Aunt Linda
Jamie Adams
Adrienne Akers
Mary Angeles
George Azara

Deborah Baranski
John David Battani
Gerri Beaupre

Craig Bierl

Atlene Bolday
Susan Bousson
Ian Bredy
Thomas Breen
Andrew Bruzewicz
Ramond Busha
Josie Campbell
Darrin Campis
Kimberly Cameron
Debbie Carey
Amanda Celeste

Gary Chapp
Sue Clements
Chatles Cole

Margaret Conflitti
Ilene Coppola
Sam Coppola
Kevin Coppa

Maurice Coschino

Thomas D’Alleva
Mary Danielak
Keith Daniska
Arthur Decker
Helen Decker

Carol Deel

Kendra Deman
Jacob Deman

Tom Dembeck

Julie Demuynck
Bill Doherty

John Dombrowski

Philip Duncan
Susan Dzwonkowski
Garrett Fantin
Mary Foley
Pati Fons
Ann Francis
Linda Gates
Edward Gawronski
Judy Gerdes
Chantal Giacalone
Jackie Gianino

Ryan Glashauser

Corey Goff

James Michael Goldwater
Art Gonzalez

Alison Greiwe
Krystyna Griffith
Dorothy Grunwald
Mark Grunwald
Geri Gura

Phyllis Hagerman
Arthur Halperin
Loretta Hart
Garrett Henderson
Decker James Hilbert
Daniel Himm
Greg Hopkins
Eric Huey
Albert Hundt
Chris Iacona
Connie Idikowski
Joan Iwanski
Dolores Jakubowski
James Jakubowski
Ronnie Jones
Mary Kaltz
Marlene Kanthook
Atlene Karas
Emily Karas
Evelyn Karas
Kenneth Karas
Martha Karas
Frank Kengel
Veronica Kern
Patsy Kletcha
Irene Kocis
Mikey Komlosan
Thomas Komlosan
Marianna Kozlowski
Jason Krosnicki
Edward Malarick
Jeff Malarick
Sharon Malarick
Susan Mangiapane
Jimmy Mathison
Phyliss Marek
Jerry Marino
Suzette Marconi
Frances Marshick
Jim Marshick
Irene Matkowski
Christine McCauly
Kenneth McGuire
Melinda McNamara
Darryll Mech Family
Grace Militello
Michael Misiewicz
Nancy Mitchell
Mary Moleski
Colette Mollise
Frances Moran
Bill Mullaly
Tom Murray
Vatasha K. Napier
John Niedowlika
Theresa O’Connor
Michelle Pardee
Joseph Placek

Richard Placek
Joseph Recor
Terri Reetz
Barbara Richards
David Richards
Ramona Romero
Angela Rivers
Robert Rudzki
John Saba
Stella Sabatell
Chrissy Salade
Salvatore Saputo
Paul Schaefer
Pat Scogins
Kyle Scott
Dennis Selengowski
Stephanie Serafimovski
Tahlia Serafimovski
Michael Serafino
Anne Shaw
Betty Showler
The Smith Family
Judy Smith
Gerald Stevens
Larry Stevens
Adam Stolarczyk
Mac Sullivan
Debbie Swecker
Torrey Swider
Walter Szatkowski
Bill & Donna T.
Peter Timinsky
Gianna Marie Timinsky
Lynda Thull
Linda Tobin
Peter Tocco
Nhi Tran
Olivia Kelly Tsvetkoff
Kathy Turlo
Stafford Vanhattum
Aaron Vejtus
Anthony Vitale
Vokes Family
Randy Washinski
Stephanie Wesson
Peter Wiegand
Dave Williams
Greg Wilk
Mary Wodzenski-Hulse
Fred Wolfe
Pat Wolfe
Trever Zimmerman
Mary Ziskie
Mike Ziskie
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer for
St. Matthias but don't have much time? How about
joining our Lector group! You will get the following:
training, a workbook to practice from and an
explanation of your readings, setting your own schedule,
select the Mass you want to read at and
THE MOST IMPORTANT THING is proclaiming
our Lord's word to the parish community. Right now I
am in desperate need for readers at the 4:30 Saturday
and 8:30 Sunday Masses. You must be at least 13 years
old please. If you have a medical issue and cannot climb
the steps to the Ambo, you can read from the pew.
If this sounds like something you would like to do
please call me; Denise 586-566-7546. This is a land line
so please do not text me. Thank you and God bless.

SUNDAY’S READINGS

FIRST READING:
"I prayed for this child, and the LORD granted my request,
Now |, in turn, give him to the LORD;
as long as he lives, he shall be dedicated to the LORD.”
NsSm 1:27-28)

PSALM:
Blessed are they who dwell in your house, © Lord. (Ps 84)

SECOND READING:

Sce what love the Father has bestowed on us
that we may be called the children of God.

And so we are. (1JIn 3:)

GOSPEL:
After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting in the midst of the teachers,
listening to therm and asking therm questions. (Lk 2:46)

ST. STEPHEN

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 26, 2027

Sunday. Tha Holy Family
Maonday S John, Apostie and Evangelist
Tuaesday: Tha Holy Innocants, Martyrs
Waeadnesdoay SL Thomas Baecket, Bishop and Martyr
Friciay: S5t Sylvester |, Pope;, Naw Year's Eve
Saturday: New Yaars Day, Mary, The Holy Mothear of God
World Day of Peasce -
Next Sunday. Thae Epiphany of the Lord; Sts. Basil tha Great and sa B nt of the Week

Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church The Acts of the Aposties tells the story of St

Stephen, the first Christian martyr. A man
filled with grace and power, he worked
Great wonders among the people Some
Jows debated with St Stephen but could
NOot Mmatch his wisdom and spirit. Eventually,
a charge of blasphemy was brought up
against him, and the local population
demanded that he be tried and sentenced,
He was seized and carried before the
Sanhedrin

Despite the danger he faced, in front of the
Sanhedrin and his accusers, St. Stephen
gave a long speach about the history of
Israel and the blessings that God had given
upon His chosen people. He talked about
haw Israel had becorme disobedient despite
God's abundant mercy. This enraged his
accusers, and eventually the crowd dragged
hirm cut of the city and =stoned hirm to death.

Evern in his final moments, St Stephen
dizplayed great forgiveness and even asked
Gad not ta hold the sins of his attackers
against them. Hundreds of years after his
daath, he is still a role model for us to follow.

THE HOLY FAMILY




Church of St. Matthias, Sterling Heights Page 5

Director: Jeresa Fortuna

586-731-0650 ext.107

Larry Gillick S.J. ,Creighton online ministries shares: The story of the birth of Jesus,
as told to us by Luke, is full of joy in the midst of great conflict and sadness - even irony and rejection. It prepares us
for the scandal of the cross by helping us see, in such a beautifully told story, that Jesus' mission is revealed to us, in
how he came to us - in poverty and humiliation. There, in the hay, we begin to know. There, in the manger, we begin
to understand. Our God is revealed to us by coming in the lowliest of possible places. It is a meditation for our whole
lives. This story is here to bring us light in the midst of any darkness, poverty, rejection, emptiness, sinfulness we
experience. By reminding us of where he comes, the Good News is also a revelation of who we are. We are the
"people who walk in darkness." We are people who experience parts of our lives as dry and unwelcoming as that
hay. We are people who, on our own, not only fail to know and understand; we are capable of
tremendous infidelity and stubborn independence.

We get our word "manger" from the Latin (and so French, Italian, Spanish) root, which means simply "to eat." Jesus
comes, into the greatest place of our poverty, not only to be "with us" but to nourish us. The manger can be the place
we go this Christmas to be fed with the acceptance, love, and peace we need. There is no place of darkness in which
we need ever feel alone. There is no situation, no loss, no tragedy that need ever leave us empty.

There is no sin, no matter how selfish that will ever leave us apart from God's love.

We have prayed, "Come, Lord Jesus. Come and visit your people. We await your coming. Come, O Lord." Now, our
eyes are opened to the wondrous joy of his coming to us in that manger 2,021 years ago, so that we will know and
understand his coming to us in our hunger today, and ultimately so that we will long for his final coming to bring us to
the banquet that has been prepared, to fill all our longing.

The spaceless and timeless infinite Mystery invites the world and each one of us to receive, beginning with the
stable-birth, this double-intent, this declarative statement about the Giver and the receiver, namely the universe and
each of us. The Giver, the Sender, the Revealer, the Wrapper, the many-named Lover, is come to us to be received.
We are asked to unwrap what the Teller is saying about all human life and our share of that mystery. When | take Jesus
tenderly and seriously, then | equally take my self and yourself tenderly and seriously. Gifts usually come with cards
and notes making explicit the revelation. We grow to understand what is exactly being expressed.

The major problem with Christmas and the celebration of God'’s love made visible in Christ is that we cannot totally
take it all in at once as we can do with a gift of handkerchiefs from a loving aunt or socks from a neighbor. These gifts
are clear, definite, easily received and forgotten. Mary, Joseph the shepherds, the kings, the whole cast of characters
could receive only parts to be pondered, treasured in their minds and hearts. We too are frustratingly so limited while

we kneel and watch and listen. We do need socks and handkerchiefs as little reminders and glimpses into what the

Christmas Giver is trying to offer. The Timeless has permanently taken up space, to give us space and time to receive

just what we can, but there is always more to be unwrapped and received. Imagine that!

=

» FAMILY

CHRISTMAS

THE SAVIOR IS BORN
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St. Vincent de Paul Society

The SVDP volunteers want to thank our parishioners who have
responded to our request for the needs of our pantry in the past.
We are again in the need of some items as follows:

Needed Items

Breakfast Cereal— Canned Soup, Veggies or Pasta - Rice or Pasta Mixes—
Jello or Pudding -- Pancake Mix or Syrup -- Saltine Crackers

Thank You again and may God Bless You All!

~ 2021 CSA Has Begun ~
Our CSA goal this year is $42,680.00

CSA Update as of December 16, 2021
Total Gifts.................175
Goal....covviniiiiiinn $ 42,680.00
Total Pledged............ $ 40,102.00
Difference. ...............($ 2,057.21)

Help us reach our goal!
Thank You so Much!!

NEW (YEAR

St. Matthias Catholic Community
12311 Nineteen Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48313

Parish Office: (586) 731-1300
Fax: (586) 731-2576
Email:
parishoffice@stmatthiascatholicchurch.com
Website:
www.stmatthiascatholicchurch.com

Family Clergy

Moderator-
Fr. Joe Mallia- St. Kieran

Pastor in Family
Fr. Roman Pasleczny- St. Lawrence

Family Parochial Vicar
Fr. Paul Graney- St. Lawrence

Weekend Mass Times:
Confessions: Saturdays: 3 p.m. until all heard
or by appointment.

Saturday 4:30pm— Sunday 8:30am & 11:00 am
1:00pm Spanish Mass

Parish Office Hours:

Monday thru Thursday: 8 am-1 pm

Closed Fridays

Priest- Fr. Francisco Restrepo

Parish Office  ..........ccooovviieinnne, 731-1300
Bookkeeper: Jacki Lenard...................... 731-1300
Maintenance: .............ccccceeevvvieeciiee e 731-0654
Jose Fuentes - Pauleta Pashki
Director of Music Ministries....................... 731-1300
Faith Formation Office ..................... 586- 731-0650
Finance Council - 731-1300
Chairperson: Carmelita Badia

Sue Kirouac

Dave Barth
Worship Commission
Lectors: Denise ZImKieWicz............ccccoveeeeennnne 566-7546
Christian Service
Director: Teresa Fortuna.................. 731-1300 X107
Baptism Preparation: Teresa Fortuna
Christian Women :
Catholic Services of Macomb ............ 586-416-2300
Pregnant & inneed? ...........ccc.co. 1-800-848-LOVE
Project Rachel Post Abortion Ministry1-888-722-4355
Domestic Violence Hotline .............. 1-800-799-7233
Protective Services (CHILD & ADULT)..1-877-412-6109
St. Matthias/St. Vincentde Paul  ............... 739-2922
Abigayle Ministries............ccovrnieniinennns 586-323-1411

Baptism: Contact Parish Office.
Marriage: Arrangements are to be made
six months prior to the wedding date.

1 UNLEASH
| THE GOSPEL
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Nicholas Leone .
& Associates, P.C. (ﬂd
Vision is a Special Gift

Protect it with Good Eye Care

39400 Garfield, Suite 103
Clinton Twp., MI 48038

(586) 286-6550

NicHoras LEONE, M.D.
OPHTHALMOLOGIST

Open: Mon-Fri, 10-5:30, S

cards accepted
9
8 Jewelerd. .o
« TRULY WHOLESALE
o CUSTOM DESIGN WORK
« JEWELRY & WATCH REPAIR

« LICENSED TO BUY UNWANTED GOLD JEWELRY

Watch Battery *3.99 with this ad!
SALES HELP WANTED!

42337 Garfield Rd. / Clinton Township 586-226-3722

ewelers.com

All major credit

THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE

at 10-3:30, closed Sunday

/¥ @uﬁh&
SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.

WE'RE H

EIE YUURSELF BHIHG YI]UR PASSIUH

'r r “

* Paid Training

s Some Travel

» Work-Life Balance

* Full-Time with Benefits
» Serve Your Cammunity

IBi

Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

LET US
PLACE
YOUR AD
HERE.

3-D-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800- 477 4574 o www.4lpi.com

A PAINTING
Garfield g anal $ervice . .
COMPLETE AUTO MOTIVE REPAIR Interiors & Exteriors
& 24 HOUR TOWING Satisfaction Guaranteed

(586) 549-7819

Senior Discount

(586) 286-1357

16933 CANAL ROAD, CLINTON TOWNSHIP

CROW YOUI
BUSINESS T
SUPPORT YOUR

'GOMMUNITY
Adyorfise Hore!

8i  CONTACT US AT 800 4??45?4

NEVER MISS A BULLETIN ! |

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

15-0123



LICENSED & INSURED
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts - 24 Hr. Emergency Service

586-501-8479
WaterWorkPlumbing.com

. $20 OFF ANY SERVICE .

Every life is unigue.
Its celebration should be too.

www.SullivanFuneralDirectors.com

| ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Dom DiPasqua to
place an ad today!
ddipasqua@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6637

ALL ABOUT

(248) 542-7850

$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work

RESURRECTION Funeral Home
2, Rebecca Manzella, Manager

www.resurrectionfh.com
40800 Hayes Rd. at 18 Mile Rd.

412-3000

Tomala Legal
Proud to support
St. Matthias

SIRCE 1906

?%ullivaﬂ & Son

FUMERAL DIRECTORS

Roval (ak 248-541-7000
Utica 586-731-2411

586-405-4712
www.tomalalegal.com

Your Family Deserves Peace of Mind
Contact me to set up your family's legacy

Linda DiMarino ¢ 586-412-6228
18201 Clinton River Rd. e Clinton Twp.

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary ® Food Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

WEINGARTZ

WEINGARTEZ. COM

hosize
ADT ;f;a-irél:'d SafeStreets

Dr. Vasilios Gikas, D.O.

“Welcoming New Patients”

¢

SILAEI M E

LR b Bl Ll o

43455 Schoenherr Ste, 2
53950 Van Dyke Avenue
48801 Romeo Plank  (586) 726-4823

Beaumont Affiliated Physician
www.silverpinedocs.com

FREE

AD DESIGN
OF THIS SPACE
® CALL

800.477.4574

i -
Stay connected to our foith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

3-D-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

15-0123



