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MISSION STATEMENT of ST. RITA CATHOLIC CHURCH�

We, the people of St. Rita Catholic Parish, through the guidance of the 

H Spirit, are dedicated to serving the community in which we live by 

proclaiming, teaching, and living the Word of the Gospel so that C

love, respect, peace, and jus!ce for all will �

DECEMBER 11 & 12, 2021 

 

This Weekend! Today! 

A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

Presented by the St. Rita Choir 

Sunday, December 12, 4:00pm 

Take a break from the holiday rush to 

enjoy this beautiful and peaceful annual 

tradition! 

Livestream Available! 

Reconciliation 

Communal recon-

ciliation service will 

be December 15th 

at 6:30p.m. There will be  

4 confessors available. 

There will be NO 7:00p.m. mass on 

that evening. 

                    Christmas Masses 

December 24th:  4:00p.m. 

      6:00p.m. 

    11:00p.m. 

 

December 25th:  9:00a.m. 

   11:00a.m. 

  No 6:00p.m. Mass 

 

December 26th:  9:00a.m. 

  11:00a.m. 

 No 6:00p.m. Mass 
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High School Youth Ministry  

 

Our next meeting is December 19 from 4:30pm—

5:30pm.  We will be meeting in the church hall for 

a Christmas party. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 

December 12, 2021 

3

rd

 Sunday of Advent 

 

“From silly devotions and sour-faced saints, good Lord, deliver us!" St. Teresa of Avila 

 

We’ve all heard the adage, “Laughter is the best medicine.” In many ways, it really is. When was the last time 

you really laughed? The gift of imagination allows us to see possible things that are yet to be. Imagine a world 

filled with laughter. We take life too seriously sometimes. Fear, uncertainty, pressure, negativity, disappointment, 

and myriad other human experiences can rob us of the joy needed for laughter. God never promised us an easy 

road, and we do have to take the course of our lives seriously. However, there is a balance to be sought and a 

possible joy that can be brought even to the darkest and most challenging of encounters. 

 

St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that, “Joy is not found in the material objects surrounding us but in the inner 

recesses of the soul. One can possess joy in a prison cell as well as in a palace.” Falling in love with God, who is 

present in all of creation, allows us to bring a depth of understanding to everything we do and experience. We 

can more easily see above and beyond things while pursuing the only One who can truly satisfy our hearts. 

When we realize that God, the king of Israel, is in our midst and with us, there is no further misfortune to fear. 

We can celebrate the wonder and beauty of God’s gift of joy. It is no wonder that many saints radiate joy and 

have no reservations expressing laughter. They are happy because they have found a pearl of great price. 

 

We celebrate with joy today with hearts filled with expectation, wonder, awe, and beauty as we ready ourselves, 

even more excitedly, for the coming of our Savior. Do not fear and do not be discouraged. If you haven’t laughed 

in a while, why? Something is preventing you from expressing the magnificence of your soul and the presence of 

God who dwells within. God’s power and presence within us assures us that we are loved and kept in that pres-

ence. What more is really needed? Rejoice and laugh in the presence of God! It really is the best medicine and a 

most perfect way to convince others that God is really with us. “Go ahead, laugh! Live your life with joy and serve 

the Lord with laughter! Joy, with peace, is the sister of charity. Serve the Lord with laughter.” (St. Padre Pio of 

Pietrelcina) 

 

©LPi 

Religious Education Schedule 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 14, 202 Mass: 7pm—7:40pm 

 

Tuesday, December 21, 2021 Break 

Tuesday, December 28, 2021 Break 
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Mass Intention Requests 

Offering Mass for a special Intention is a long 

standing tradition in the Catholic Church. It is 

usually considered that special graces are 

obtained for whom the Mass is said. Masses 

are offered for many reasons, for the souls in 

purgatory, in remembrance for someone who 

is deceased, or in honor of a birthday or anni-

versary. If you would like to have a Mass said 

for someone, go to the Parish Office or call 

248-634-4841 ext. 0. They will help you with 

the dates and times which are available. 

Cards are then given to you so that you can 

mail them to whomever you choose to so 

they may also participate in the Mass. The 

stipend or offering given, signifies the sacrifi-

cial nature of giving of something of yourself 

to associate more intimately with Christ who 

offers himself in the Eucharist. 

Please Include the following in the  

Mass Intentions: 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

 

*Requested by:_______________________ 

 

*Phone _____________________________ 

*Required 

Scott Flake, Nancy Davis,  

Beth Elliott, Kailee Gal-

lagher, Bob & Louise Ken-

dall , Don Elliott, Chris 

Brown, Gregg Golden, 

Terry Showers, Pete 

Pierce Jr., Ann Czmer, Cindy Schmidt,  Vick-

ie Grabowski, Pete Buccellato,  Ron Tucker, 

Kim Simmons, Don & Rhonda Barron, Larry 

Slasinski,  Loree Ciarkowski, Michael Latrow, 

Cheryl Molina, Mary Brown, Louie Loestael , 

Catherine Corcoran, Jesse Hoorelbeke, 

Melinda Kici O’Brian, Mary Ann Skaja, Patri-

cia Murphy, Mary Garren, Bill Hartwell, Norm 

Raupp, Pat Houring, Gerrie Hoch, Carolyn 

Sawicki, Erma Boucher, Rafael Hernandez, 

Mick Smith, Gail Ward, Dan Rice, Delbert & 

Debra Herrel, Jerry Deibis, Carl Borgstrom, 

Mary Crass, Sandy & Earl Sedam, Betty 

Gajewski, Louise Sargent, Michael Kollen-

berg, Donald Smith, Ruth Ann Guluska, 

Renee Charlick, Rita Dusseau, & Kylie Osse-

ge. May they find peace, strength, and com-

fort in God's care.  

Please add/remove the following name to/

from the prayer list: 

_________________________________

_________________________________

___________________________ 

May they find peace, strength, and comfort in 

God's care.  

Requested by & Contact #:   

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

St. Rita Catholic Church  

Registration Form 

If you are not already registered and would like to be, please fill out and drop in the collection basket or mail to: 

309 E. Maple 

Holly, MI 48442 

 

Family Name_____________________________________________________________________________ Date_______________________ 

Street Address_________________________________________________________ City___________________________ Zip____________  

Contact Number___________________________ How long at this address?_________ Previous Parish_____________________________ 

 

Head of House hold: 

First Name_____________________________ M.I.____ Last Name________________________ Birth date:________________________ 

Religion: __________________Occupation: ________________________________ Place of Employment:____________________________ 

Work phone: __________________ Cell phone:__________________           E-mail:_______________________________________________ 

Spouse: 

First Name___________________________  M.I.____ Last Name____________________________   Birth date:________________________ 

Religion: __________________Occupation: _____________________________ Place of Employment:____________________________ 

Work phone: _________________ Cell phone:______________________  E-mail:_______________________________________________ 

 

Children & Birthdates 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Solemnity of Mary 

Friday, December 31st 

Mass is at 5:00p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

Saturday, January 1st 

Mass is at 4:00p.m. 

The Sunday reading will be on 

Saturday. 

 

Sunday, January 2nd 

Masses are at 

9:00a.m. 

11:00a.m. 

6:00p.m. 
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Pastor: Fr. David Blazek 

309 E. Maple St. 

Holly, MI  48442 

 248-634-4841(Office)  

248-634-4858 (fax)  

  Email: stritaholly@sbcglobal.net 

Website:  

www.stritaholly.org 

 

Office Staff 

Nicole Hagle 

Business Manager 

Fred Metz 

Rectory Office Hours: 

By phone 

Religious Formation 

 The Learning Center 

 211 Washington St. Holly, MI 48442 

 248-634-4841   

Email: stritahollyre@gmail.com 

RCIA  

Contact Rectory 248-634-4841 

Director of Music:  

Kellie Rao  248-634-4841 

Masses: 

Weekdays: Tuesday & Wednesday at 7:00pm 

Weekend Masses: 

Saturday 4:00 pm  

Sunday  9:00am. 11:00am and 6:00pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

By Appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism  

Parents must register at the Parish office to  

attend one class prior to Baptism. 

Sacrament of Marriage  

Contact  parish office 

Holly Nursing Home Ministry 

Angie LaValle       248-634-3352 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 11 

4:00pm:  Holly Runo 

Sunday, December 12 

9:00am:   Sandra Hogan 

11:00am:  Johanna Swartz 

6:00pm:    Donald Kortes 

Monday, December 13 

No Mass 

Tuesday, December 14 

7:00pm :  Milton Perry 

Wednesday, December 15 

7:00pm :   Eleanor Ennis 

Thursday, December 16 

No Mass 

Friday, December 17 

No Mass 

Saturday, December 18 

4:00pm:  Living Intention of Sherry 

  Showers 

Sunday, December 19 

9:00am:   Bev Grantner 

11:00am:  Michelle Axford 

6:00pm:    Thomas Nigg 

   

Clothes Closet & Food Pantry 

 

Even though the physical building is closed, 

ministry is ongoing. If you are in need of  

assistance or know someone in need, call 

the Rectory and leave a message. 

Voicemails are checked throughout the day 

and someone will get in touch with you. We 

are still accepting donations. You may drop 

them off at the front door of the Rectory. 

Your kindness and generosity is greatly 

appreciated during this trying time.  

 

Food Pantry’s Needs  

Toilet paper, paper towel, tooth paste, tooth 

brushes, laundry soap, shampoo &  

conditioner, juice, oatmeal,  saltine crack-

ers, oyster crackers, 

instant potatoes and easy mac. 

NO frozen foods 

Unopened/unexpired items only 

When writing checks, please make sure 

that they are made out to:  

St. Rita Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

RCIA classes have begun!! 

 

Been away for awhile and wondering 

how to return to the Church? 

Searching for a group with the same 

questions and concerns as 

yourself? Yearning to be-

come a full member of the 

Catholic Church? 

Looking to become involved 

in the Catholic Community 

at St. Rita? 

 

 

If  you answered “YES” to any of the 

above, 

Then look no further, jump in and join 

us. 

All are Welcome! 

 

For more information, please contact 

the 

Rectory at 248-634-4841 or send us 

an email at: 

 stritahollyfaithform@gmail.com 

 to get started!  

Clothes Closet & Food Pantry 

 

Please be aware, that due to our  

limited space, we are only able to 

accept donations of food and  

clothing. 

 

If you have large household items 

you wish to donate please call the 

rectory office to see if we may have  

someone in need of your item. 
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

First Corinthians and the Stewardship of Social Media 

 

“Love is patient, love is kind …” As familiar as these words are, they never seem to stray into the territory 

of becoming trite or silly. At their core they communicate a truth about us and about our Creator that nev-

er fails to inspire.  

 

But despite the fact that you’ve probably heard it at many weddings over time, First Corinthians isn’t just 

for newlyweds. It wasn’t written for married folks. It’s for every single one of us, in every state of life and 

every social situation, in every country and culture and language across the globe.  

 

Which means that First Corinthians is even for the online world. It’s for Facebook and Twitter and Insta-

gram and all the other platforms I’m forgetting ( there seems to be a new one every day, doesn’t there? ) . 

 

A sense of division — whether rooted in politics, culture or anything else — is growing in our world, and 

it’s never more obvious than when we observe interactions online. It is far easier, after all, to remember 

what love is when a human being of flesh and blood stands before us. When all we see is an avatar or a 

profile picture on a screen — especially accompanied by an opinion with which we vehemently disagree 

— even the most loving Christians can throw First Corinthians out the window. 

 

As everyday stewards we know that we are charged to be not only gracious but grateful. We receive oth-

ers but we also give thanks for what they bring to us — even if that’s an opportunity to “strive eagerly for 

the greatest spiritual gifts.” 

 

So before the next time you post anything online, I suggest giving First Corinthians a read — and re-

member, love never fails. 

 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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1136 N. Leroy, Fenton
810-629-0650

2048 N. Lapeer (M-24), Lapeer 
810-667-4553

5321 Dixie Hwy., Waterford
248-623-6831

360 S. Main St., Frankenmuth
989-652-0800

www.fentonhomefurnishings.com

Team 
Rehabilitation

Physical Therapy
	 Providing physical therapy for all
		  types of orthopedic conditions!
	 Free transportation when
		  medically necessary!

11236 South Saginaw, Suite 3
Grand Blanc, MI 48439

	 (810) 771-9222

A&M
PLUMBING

Water Heaters 
Water Softeners

Backflow Prevention
New Construction 

Remodeling
Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

Michael Hassett, Owner
248-240-0384 • Holly, MI
Over 30 years of experience!

B. Gordon Dryer
Dryer Funeral 

Home, Inc.

634-8291
101 First Street Holly, MI 48442

Since 1925

Di Natale
Accounting

& Tax Service
Albert Di Natale, Enrolled Agent & Tax Accountant

Personal, Small Business, Real Estate

14165 Fenton Rd., Ste. 104-G
810-714-4302

LEO’S CONEY ISLAND
15010 Silver Lake Parkway • Fenton

	 10% OFF
	 WITH THIS COUPON
	 Valid this location only • Not valid on any
	 Breakfast specials • Valid 1 coupon per family
	 Also bring coupon in on Sunday and receive
	 an additional 5% off

	 Phone: 810-620-8400OPEN 7AM-10PM
MONDAY-SUNDAYST. R

Creagh E. Milford, D.O. • Leonard C. Salvia, D.O. • Steven D. Belen, D.O.

Board Certified Internal Medicine 
Cardiology

Critical Care

6889 Highland Rd. • Waterford (248) 666-5200

Contact Michael Ficzner
to place an ad today! 

mficzner@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6452


