
Parish Mission:  “To live the Good News so joyfully, that we can’t help but proclaim it!” 

Walled Lake, Michigan 48390 August 23, 2020 www.stwilliam.com  

St. William Parish Community 

This is the fourth 

installment of articles about 

the new initiative in our 

Archdiocese that will create  

“families of parishes”.   

Since all parishes are going to be involved, and 

since this new structure has the potential for 

creating significant changes in how parishes 

operate, I want everyone to be aware and 

informed.  Previous articles can be accessed by 

clicking on the “bulletins” tab on our parish 

website.  �

As mentioned in previous articles, but deserving 

of being highlighted once more, is that in all the 

changes that will be brought about by becoming a 

member of a Family of Parishes, the one thing that 

absolutely will NOT change is our commitment to 

Mission.  Mission, more and more, must drive our 

decisions, and is in fact the reason why we are 

attempting this new paradigm:  that it may help us 

address our Mission.  We are sent by Jesus Christ 

to make disciples.  All we do is in service to 

unleashing the Gospel.  �

Another re�cap from previous articles is the 

timeline for making the transition.  By Advent of 

this year (November 29 is the First Sunday of 

Advent), the proposed groupings of parishes to 

create each Family is to be presented to the 

Archbishop for his approval.  The actual 

implementation of the Families will come in two 

waves after that.  The first wave will begin 

preparation in January of 2021 and will launch in 

July of 2021.  The second wave will begin 

preparation in January of 2022 and will launch in 

July of 2022.  Which Families will be in which 

(Continued on page 3)�

Inside this week . . . 

Be The Fire - An evening of  

adoration, praise, healing 

K of C Pancake Breakfast 

Eucharistic Adoration, Benediction & Rosary 

. . .and more! 
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The “One-Hour Challenge!” 

To have a happy, peaceful life, it is important that 

we have our lives in order, with our grateful 

response to God for his gifts being our top priority.  

That is how a disciple responds in the areas of 

prayer, family, �nance, and service.   

If you need help to put balance in your life, take 

the “one-hour challenge”:  Each week, spend at 

least… 

�One hour in prayer and worship.   

�One hour, special, focused on your family or 

other important relationship. 

�One hour’s wage (if you have a job) for the Lord.  

No job?  Then give what seems right for you. 

�One hour in service.  (Helping another, or working 

for some cause.) 

It’s important to be speci�c in what steps to take 

in order to ensure that each “hour” actually 

happens!   

May God bless you! 

EDUCATION CENTER 

135 O'Flaherty Street�

�

Office of Faith Formation          (248) 624-1371 

  

Dir. of Rel. Ed.  Dcn. Michael McCrandall              Ext. 307 

Dir. Of Initiation  Mrs. Nancy Thomas        Ext. 306 

Youth Ministry  Mrs. Karen Trojniak       Ext. 308 

Music Ministry Dir.  Mr. Bill Richart       Ext. 310 

Administrative Asst.     Mrs. Lisa Geoffrey        Ext. 305 

 

School Office      (248) 669-4440 

  

Principal  Mrs. Betsy Gabrish        Ext. 303 

Secretary         Ext. 302 

   

 

CYO Sports 

Athletic Director                                                  ad@sainttwilliam.net 

RECTORY 

Email:  Rectory1@stwilliam.com�

531 Common Street         (248) 624�1421�

�

Pastor  Rev. Michael G. Savickas  Ext. 346 

Deacons  Rev. Mr. Bob Dreyer Ext. 345 

 Rev. Mr. John Liddle Ext. 350 

 

Baptisms Dcn. Bob Dreyer Ext. 345 

 

Business Office     Ext. 341 

   

 

Business Manager  Mrs. Deborah Diviny  Ext. 349 

 

Christian Service:  Mrs. Karen Sommers 

  248-624-8870 Ext. 344 

 

Maintenance:  (248) 669-5522  

Supervisor  Mr. Dan Sutton � Ext. 312 

Offices Closed 

The parish o�ces are now closed . 

We will be monitoring phone messages and 

emails.  You may leave a message on the main 

phone line (248) 624-1421, or email any sta# 

member from the sta# list found on this page 

and on our website:  www.stwilliam.com. 

Registration 

For many reasons it is important to be formally registered as a 

parishioner. Contact the rectory for friendly help.  Ext. 341 

 

Baptism 

To begin the preparation process for Baptism please call Deacon Bob 

Dreyer at 624-1421, ext. 345.  Baptisms are normally scheduled the 

first and third Sundays of the month.�

 

Marriage 

To celebrate a valid marriage Catholics must have the help of a priest 

or deacon. Call at least six months in advance. 

 

Funeral 

Please contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Ministry To The Sick 

We are happy to visit the sick and provide anointing. Please contact the 

Parish Office at 624-1421.  

Since Sunday Masses have been closed to the 

public contributions have greatly declined.�

If you are in a position to help, automatic giving 

can be easily arranged online.  Go to 

Faithdirect.net, or follow the link from �

our website, www.stwilliam.com.�

O�ertory Report 

(The &scal year begins July 1)�

*This does NOT represent needed income, but 

only the amount we expected would actually come 

in. 

Note:  For clarity and accuracy, this report now 

shows reconciled month-end balances. 

� Collected� Budgeted*� Over/(Under)�

As of June, 2020� $193,099� $1,115,000� ($161,901)�

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday 4:30 pm, . 

Sunday 10:30 AM (also Live-streamed)  
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waves will be announced during Advent of 2020.   

This timeline will allow for over a year of 

collaborative discernment before our first Families 

of Parishes officially come together.  �

I don’t know which wave St. William Parish will 

be in, although I would not be surprised if we are 

asked to be in the first wave, since our parish and 

the other parishes that are likely to be in our new 

Family (as far as I know at this point) are already 

well�functioning.  That should allow us to focus on 

how we can better address our Mission by sharing 

unique strengths with each other, rather than 

having to deal with various crises such as financial 

insolvency or a lack of leadership.  Leadership, by 

the way, does not simply mean “pastors”, but also 

means that each parish has in place a Leadership 

Team (we call ours my “Pastoral Advisory Team”) 

that meets frequently with the pastor to help him 

stay focused on Mission.  Another area of 

leadership is that there is a high�functioning 

Finance Council.  Each parish should also have a 

Parish Pastoral Council that oversees the activities 

of various Commissions, whose job it is to keep the 

main areas of parish life vibrant.  All these Councils 

and Commissions are mostly made up of 

parishioners, with a Staff person or two to help.   

And yes, a parish needs committed and talented 

Staff members, as well.  In the new Family of 

Parishes, each parish will keep its own Finance 

Council and Parish Council.  �

In each Family one priest handles administration 

for all parishes in the family with help from a Parish 

Finance Officer.  (That’s a new position.)  Other 

priests in the Family are largely freed from 

administrative tasks to be able to focus on other 

areas of pastoral ministry.  This one priest may be 

a “moderator” of the other pastors in the Family�or 

it might even be that he would be appointed as the 

canonical pastor of more than one parish, and the 

other priests would function as “assistant 

pastors” (who, officially, are called “parochial 

vicars”).  �

While the details must be worked out during the 

discernment phase, it is hoped that Finance 

Councils will work as a team to advise the pastor/

moderator as well as the one Finance Officer who 

works for all the parishes in the family.  It is 

similarly hoped that the Parish Pastoral Councils 

(Continued from page 1)�

�

Eucharistic Exposition, 

Benediction & Rosary 

Thursday 

September 17

th

 

7:00 pm 

will work as a team.  It is anticipated that there will 

be one staff for the parishes in the family.  (At this 

point, I don’t really know what that means, other 

than I expect that it would have to involve more 

people than typically staff a single parish.  Perhaps 

some roles could be efficiently handled by a single 

person or even a team.  For example, one 

bookkeeper might serve several parishes, and there 

could be a team of two or more Youth Ministers.)  �

Big question:  Which parishes might be in our 

Family?  The diocese proposed initial groupings for 

consideration, which I think had the value of 

instilling a sense of urgency:  “This is going to 

happen, let’s get serious and talk about it!”  Initially, 

Prince of Peace Parish and Our Lady of Refuge 

Parish were proposed to become a Family with St. 

William Parish.  However, after discussion with my 

Pastoral Advisory Team, it seems that we would 

have a more effective Family if, instead, we were to 

be grouped with Holy Family Parish and St. James 

Parish, both in Novi.  It was later noted that St. 

Joseph Parish in South Lyon would probably need 

to join the group due to their relative isolation, being 

a parish that geographically borders the next 

diocese.  At this point I am only in preliminary 

discussions with the pastors of the other parishes, 

who, in turn, will want to discuss the advisability of 

this grouping with their own leadership teams.  �

In addition to offering monthly online meetings of 

priests and bishops, the Archdiocese is offering our 

priests the opportunity to have online panel 

discussions with priests from other dioceses who 

have already adopted this new approach to ministry.  

I intend to participate in the next one, and I look 

forward to gaining some insights from their 

experience.  I’ll keep you posted as I learn more.  

Keep praying!�

� � � � � In Jesus,�

� � � � � Fr. Michael�



www.stwilliam.com 

Page 4 

�

�

CONGRATULATIONS 

AUGUST WINNERS! 

St. William Ushers Club Raffle 

First Place:  $125�

Joshua Davio�

Ticket # 1105 sold by Jim Thatcher�

�

Second Place:  $75�

Gale Hurst�

Ticket # 1085 sold by Tom Moersch�

�

Third Place $50�

Chris Bushaw�

Ticket # 1044 sold by Tom Hahn�

2020 tickets now on sale!  See any usher! 

Newly Baptized 

�

Welcome  

Enzo Everett Virga 

�

Become the Fire 

Friday, September 4, 2020 

7:00 pm 

 

St. William Catholic Church 

531 Common St. 

Walled Lake, MI 48390 

 

PLEASE wear a mask and observe social distancing!! 

 

An evening of adoration, praise, healing.  St. William Catholic Church of 

Walled Lake, MI hosts the prayer group from St. Scholastica Parish in 

Detroit!  Preaching by Fr. Jim Lowe.  Music led by Bill Richart and The 

Friends.  Come and be blessed!  The ministry will be live-streamed at 

stwilliam.com.   

A Family Perspective  

by Bud Ozar 

21

st

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Like Jesus in today’s gospel, we are seen by 

others in di#erent ways.  Perhaps the name our 

family gives us is closest to our true identity. 

They know us best. Who do they say you are? 
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Readings for the week  

Sunday:  Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 

[8bc]/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 

Monday:  Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 

17-18 [12]/Jn 1:45-51 

Tuesday:  2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 

11-12, 13 [13b]/Mt 23:23-26 

Wednesday:  2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 

128:1-2, 4-5 [1]/Mt 23:27-32 

Thursday:  1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 

[1]/Mt 24:42-51 

Friday:  1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11 

[5]/Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday:  1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-

6ab, 15ab and 17 [cf. 15ab]/Mk 6:17-29 

Next Sunday:  Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-

6, 8-9 [2b]/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 

Pancake Breakfast 

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a Pancake Breakfast 

following the 10:30 Mass, Sunday, Sept. 6

th

.  Inclement weather will 

cancel the event. 

The breakfast will be held between the rectory and the convent 

(parking area where we 

host the Parish 

Picnic).  Bring your own 

chairs. 

There will be a free 

will o$ering to help o$set 

the fundraisers that we 

have had to cancel this 

year. 

�

�

Diving into the beauty of the Faith has never 

been easier; at home, on the go, or from any 

internet connected device. 

Discover thousands of books,  audio talks, 

movies, documentaries, and studies . . . There 

is something for every member of the family 

to help them grow closer to Christ and His 

Church. 

Over 4,000 titles - now available on 

almost any device! 

Want to create a new FORMED account with your 

parish or group? 

1. Visit FORMED.org 

2. Click Sign Up 

3. Select “I Belong to a Parish or Organization” 

4. Find your parish by name or zip 

5. Enter your email—and you’re in! 

 

Visit FORMED.org or search for “Formed” on your 

favorite app store 

USCCB Word of Life�

“God’s love�individual, 

real, unchanging�is the true 

source of our worth, identity, 

and dignity. It really is not a 

question of who we are, but 

rather�whose�we are. 

Because his love will never 

change, nothing can reduce 

our God�given dignity, and 

nothing can diminish the 

immeasurable worth of our 

lives.”��

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life 

Activities 
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Right to Life—LIFESPAN 

At Home Abortions 

A U.S District Judge in Maryland agreed 

to suspend a rule that requires women visit a 

hospital or clinic, during the pandemic, to receive 

the abortion drug mifepristone.  The drug may 

now be mailed or delivered to the woman.  It is 

claimed that this drug is safe but as many as &ve 

to seven percent of woman who take it end up in 

the emergency room.  Such complications do not 

even consider the emotional toll delivery of the 

baby at home may cause.  For more information, 

please call the LIFESPAN o�ce, 248-816-1546 

Hospitality House Food Donations 

Update! 

During the present COVID crisis, Hospitality 

House Food Donations are still being accepted 

and picked up each week on Thursday morning! 

We Thank ALL those who have donated food 

items throughout this time at the Parish! Please 

continue to do so but be aware of a couple of 

things – 1) Please DON’T LEAVE FOOD on the 

bench by the East Tower entrance, place it in the 

bin in the Activity Center hallway. We’ve had to 

throw away a number of bags over the last few 

weeks due to HEAT SPOILAGE and LEAKAGE! 2) 

Please DON’T LEAVE ANYTHING PERISHABLE – 

meats, dairy products, fruits, etc in the bin, it is 

also being THROWN OUT as SPOILED FOOD! If 

you would rather make a cash donation, please 

drop o# at the rectory -- PLEASE DON’T leave 

cash/checks in the food bin. Thanks in advance 

for your generosity!  

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

21

st

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Like Peter in today’s Gospel, we can &nd that 

when we open our eyes to see, our ears to hear 

and our hearts to experience Jesus’ presence in 

our daily lives, God reveals himself to us. 

Have you considered answering the call 

to help serve the poor by joining the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul? 

Bundle Days are Back Again! 

Our SVdP Thrift Stores are open!  Nearest one to 

us is Waterford; 5395 Dixie Hwy (next to Our Lady of 

the Lakes), 12 miles away.  They are short sta*ed so 

if donating call -rst, 248-623-2780 to see if they are 

accepting that day or make an appointment.  If you 

can wait (patience is a virtue), our next Bundle Days 

is scheduled for September 19-20.  We would love 

for it to be as successful as the June one was! 

Our blue bin is accepting bags of clothing but is 

only emptied every 2 weeks, again due to the lack 

of drivers for the collection trucks.  If you know 

someone looking for employment, they are hiring 

@SVDPDET.org. 

St. Vincent de Paul News 
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A Community of Faith, Family, and Learning                                    Betsy Gabrish, Principal      248-669-4440 

www.stwilliam-school.com 

“We exist to provide a school environment in which Christ is encountered and  

Discipleship is fostered through the teaching and practice of Catholic Tradition,  

values and doctrine, while challenging each student to academic excellence.” 

OUR MISSION 

Kroger Community Rewards 

Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

Choose St. William School 

Our School ID is NS244  

SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 

Amazon Smile 

Start each shopping session at   

http://smile.amazon.com 

Select St. William School as charity 

We will receive 0.5% of all  

eligible purchases 

Box Tops for Education 

Clip Board 

NEW! Earn Box Tops  via 

Phone App  

www.boxtops4education.com 

upcoming 

events 

      AUGUST�

26 First Day of School K-8 

  SEPTEMBER�

   8  First Day of School for 

         3year & JK Program 

Prayer for a New School Year�

God of wisdom and might,�

We praise you for �

the wonder of our being,�

for mind, body and spirit.�

Be with our children as they �

begin a new school year. �

Bless them and their teachers �

and staff. Give them strength �

and grace as their bodies grow; �

wisdom and knowledge to �

their minds as they search �

for understanding and peace �

and zeal to their hearts. �

We ask this through �

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.�

�

from ‘Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers’�

�

�



www.stwilliam.com 

Page 8 

�

�Alvin Chartrand 

�Amy Kupovits 

�Andrew Hailo 

�Anna Marie Howard 

�Bill Davis 

�Carol Lyons 

�Heather Herriges 

�Jarrett Rogers 

�Jenny Schalle 

�John Collisi 

�Margaret Dolder 

�Marion Elwart 

�Marty Lada 

�Michael Zalac 

�Ray Walsh 

�Rose Cawson 

�Sally Dreyer 

�Sean DiAenderfer 

�Sharon Oberst 

�Sharon Godfrey 

�Trevor Klein 

�Wanda DiPonia 

 

 

Residents of: 

�BloomBeld Villa 

�Brookdale 

�First & Main 

�Henry Ford 

�Maple Manor 

�Novi Lakes 

�Serenity 

�Sunrise Senior Ctr. 

�Waltonwood 

Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 

All-powerful and ever-lasting God, your Son 

accepted our suAerings to teach us the virtue of 

patience in human illness.  Hear the prayers we oAer 

for our sick brothers and sisters.  May all who suAer 

pain, illness, or disease realize that they have been 

chosen to be saints and know that they are joined to 

Christ in his suAering for the salvation of the world.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 

The Choice of Stewardship 

What does it mean to be a good steward?  Does 

it mean to be an active parishioner, or something 

more? Are we better stewards because we give 

more in terms of our money and time to our parish, 

or are we called to do even more than that? 

The truth is that stewardship is a way of life.  We 

are not simply called to be active parishioners, but 

instead be active disciples all the time.  In fact, what 

we learn to do in our parish should serve as 

preparation for the mission -eld of the world.  What 

have we really done if we only act like disciples of 

Jesus Christ while we are assembled with others 

who claim to be the same? 

The choice before us is to give of ourselves in all 

aspects of our day and life.  The call of Jesus will 

come in our everyday lives with our co-workers, 

family, and friends more often than it will within our 

parish community.  First, if we can’t become good 

stewards when we are among those who proclaim 

Jesus as Lord, how will we be able to do so when 

we are with those who are non-believers?  Second, 

when our muscles of gratitude, generosity, and 

graciousness are strengthened within our parish 

community, we are more able to meet the 

challenges of this world.  However, we do not 

become good stewards by accident.  We must 

always choose to live this way.  What will you 

choose? 

 —Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 

Live the Liturgy 

To stand in the presence of God is to stand in 

the presence of incomprehensible mystery.  We 

are people of proofs and facts.  With good 

reason, we are becoming more doubtful of what 

presents itself to us, as technology makes it 

easy to fabricate false images and distort what 

is actually true.  What we think is real actually 

may not be.  We become skeptical.  Does this 

skepticism a#ect our relationship with God?  To 

have faith in God means that we must be willing 

to trust in the absence of full knowledge.  To 

know the mind of God means we would know 

God himself, and that is impossible.  To 

acknowledge Jesus as the Christ means we 

acknowledge that the reality and presence of 

an incarnate God has a fundamental claim on 

who we are.  When we name this truth, we 

participate in a depth of knowledge that 

stretches us far beyond the scope of our minds.  

It brings us to silence, which is the only way to 

touch our soul. 
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SUNDAY’S READINGS 

First Reading: 

“I will place the key of the House of 

David on Eliakim’s shoulder; 

when he opens, no one shall shut 

when he shuts, no one shall 

open.” (Is 22:22) 

The Lord condemns Shebna (a scribe 

under King Hezekiah) for ignoring 

Isaiah’s prophetic warning and 

elevates Eliakim with “a seat of honor.” 

How well do you listen to prophetic 

voices? 

Psalm: 

Lord, your love is eternal; do not 

forsake the work of your hands. (Ps 

138) 

Second Reading: 

Oh, the depth of the riches and 

wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How inscrutable are his judgments 

and how unsearchable his ways! 

(Rom 11:33) 

We hear today Paul’s concluding 

remarks from Romans 9:11 (re/ections 

on God’s plan of salvation for Jews and 

Gentiles). Paul contends that God’s 

ways are beyond our understanding. 

Do you �nd this comforting or 

unsettling? 

Gospel: 

“And so I say to you, you are Peter, 

and upon this rock I will build my 

church, 

and the gates of the netherworld 

shall not prevail against it.” (Mt 

16:18) 

Jesus informs Peter that his confession 

of him as “the Messiah, the Son of the 

living God” is divinely inspired. How do 

you imagine Peter personally reacted 

to the news of this revelation? 

—————————————— 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 

1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 

Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 

1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.        ©LPi 

Gospel Meditation 

The only way to know God 

is to love God.  Our minds will 

never fully grasp the mystery 

of God, but our hearts and 

souls can learn to love the 

mystery.  Years ago, when life 

had a more innocent quality to 

it, we believed what we were 

told or witnessed, unless there 

was direct evidence otherwise.  

This was especially true if the 

information came from 

someone in authority.  In a 

sense, we were a bit more 

gullible on one hand but also 

more trusting on the other.  The 

latter is an admirable quality 

that sadly can be eroded when 

we realize we have been duped.  

With education and 

technological advances, we Bnd 

ourselves more skeptical and 

less likely to too quickly accept 

and believe what we see and 

hear. 

For all of the good that social 

media can do, it can also easily 

distort reality and truth.  

Photoshop and a myriad other 

technological truths can add to, 

fabricate, and make even the 

non-existent seem real.  It is 

amazing.  How far do we allow 

this obviously justiBable 

skepticism to take us?  

Questioning and doubting are 

healthy elements of any good 

relationship as long as we don’t 

allow them to turn us away 

from a deeper experience of 

love and encounter.  If we 

cannot get our minds around 

something or empirically justify 

or prove it, we tend to declare it 

a hoax, untrue, or unauthentic 

and walk away.  The very same 

trust that can quickly be eroded 

is exactly what is essential for 

all of our relationships, 

especially our relationship with 

God. With all things and people 

that make a profound claim on 

us, we have to trust in the 

absence of knowledge. Full self

-investment involves plunging 

completely into the unknown! 

Simon Peter said to Jesus, 

“You are the Christ, the Son of 

the Living God.” Peter came to 

this knowledge, which is not 

“head knowledge” because of 

the relationship he shared with 

Jesus and what God was able to 

reveal in and through that 

relationship. Peter simply 

“knew” because of love that this 

is who Jesus really is. The silent 

exchange of love between 

friends, and not an intellectual 

exercise of the mind, brought 

Peter to this place. When we 

stop and think about it, there 

are many things in life that we 

simply know but do not 

completely understand. When 

someone sacriBces their own 

well-being for another, it may 

not make intellectual sense 

when examined. But it makes a 

world of sense when it is carried 

out. The vastness of reality and 

an encounter with 

incomprehensible mystery all 

lead us to profound silence 

where we simply know 

something to be true. Have you 

trusted enough to allow your 

relationship with God to bring 

you to this place or are you still 

too skeptical? 

 ©LPi 



Priestly Ordination of Men 

Question: 

Why are only men allowed to be priests or 

deacons in the Church? 

Answer: 

One of the most debated and — in some circles 

— contentious teachings of the Church is that only 

men can be ordained as priests and deacons. Critics 

see it as a way of strengthening a patriarchal 

system in which women have little or no voice. 

Those who support this teaching look to New 

Testament teaching (where we read of Jesus 

choosing only men to be apostles) and the long-

standing practice of the Church. This was certainly 

the perspective of St. John Paul II who, in his 1994 

apostolic letter, Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, closed the 

discussion on the possibility of ordaining women as 

priests. 

In the letter, he re=ected on the dignity of 

women and their call to share in the life and mission 

of the Church, but he concluded by solemnly 

declaring that “the Church has no authority 

whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women 

and that this judgement is to be de-nitely held by 

all the Church’s faithful” (no. 4).  

This position has been upheld by Pope Francis in 

interviews, most notably as he returned from his 

2016 visit to Sweden. 

The ordination of women to the diaconate is 

another question and one which is being studied. In 

2016, Pope Francis created a 12-member 

commission to study the question from several 

perspectives (theological, liturgical, historical, etc.). 

The commission issued an initial report for Pope 

Francis who later said that the commission had not 

yet produced a “de-nite response” to the question 

because of a lack of agreement on the role of 

female deacons in the Early Church.  

For now, however, regardless of what changes 

might come from ongoing study and debate, the 

Church continues to reserve ordination to the 

diaconate to men only, recognizing a vital link 

between the diaconate and the priesthood and the 

lack of certainty about the presence and function of 

female deacons throughout history. 

©LPi 
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