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St. William Parish Community 
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ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

Upcoming Dates 

USHERS SCHOLARSHIP 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

Camp Ozanam  & Bundle Days 

. . .and more! 

As we continue through the 

Easter Season, the Church does 

not want us to lose sight of our 

journey toward Pentecost, which 

is the last and greatest day of 

Easter.  (The Resurrection is such an important event, that 

we can’t compress its celebration into just one day:  

Easter goes on for fifty days!)  On the last day of Easter, 

Pentecost, we celebrate the Spirit.  And it is the Spirit�

Jesus' gift to us from the Father�who directs our 

individual lives, brings the Church to life, and sends us on 

mission as disciples.  This is quite evident in the readings 

at Mass, both on Sunday and through the weekdays.  

Pentecost is already "anticipated" in these days after 

Easter Sunday.  �

As Church, and as individuals within the Church, we 

never quite know where the Spirit will lead.  As Jesus told 

Nicodemus, “The wind blows where it will.  You hear the 

sound it makes but you don’t not know where it comes 

from, or where it goes.  So it is with everyone begotten of 

the Spirit.” (John 3:8)  In the Greek language the same 

word, pneuma, means both “wind” and “spirit”.  Jesus is 

talking on a different “level” for those who are listening!  

Well, not knowing exactly where the Spirit is leading us, 

the important thing is for us to be 1) prayerful, 2) open, 

and 3) expectant.  Then, the Spirit has a free hand to 

accomplish His work in our lives.  If you do that, you can 

be assured that somehow He's going to use you to touch 

someone else’s life, allowing you to witness in some way 

about how the power of the Lord’s Resurrection has 

affected your life.  If the person you are addressing is also 

open to the Spirit, that person can be led to the love of 

Christ.  Not a bad day’s work.  (And you thought you had 

your day already scheduled!)  Keep praying for that 

special person you know who needs to come [back] to the 

Church.�

As long as you're praying, I have a few more 

suggestions for your intercession.  There’s seven of them.  

Perhaps you can choose one for each day of the week to 

(Continued on page 3)�
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�

Eucharistic Exposition, 

Benediction & Rosary 

Tuesday 

April 27

th

 

7:00 pm 

The “One-Hour Challenge!” 

To have a happy, peaceful life, it is important that we 

have our lives in order, with our grateful response to 

God for his gifts being our top priority.  That is how a 

disciple responds in the areas of prayer, family, 

�nance, and service.   

If you need help to put balance in your life, take the 

“one-hour challenge”:  Each week, spend at least… 

�One hour in prayer and worship.   

�One hour, special, focused on your family or other 

important relationship. 

�One hour’s wage (if you have a job) for the Lord.  No 

job?  Then give what seems right for you. 

�One hour in service.  (Helping another, or working for 

some cause.) 

It’s important to be speci�c in what steps to take in 

order to ensure that each “hour” actually happens!   

May God bless you! 

EDUCATION CENTER 

135 O'Flaherty Street�

�

Office of Faith Formation          (248) 624-1371 

Dir. of Rel. Ed.   Dcn. Michael McCrandall              Ext. 307 

Dir. Of Initiation  Mrs. Nancy Thomas        Ext. 306 

Youth Ministry  Mrs. Karen Trojniak       Ext. 308 

Music Ministry Dir.  Mr. Bill Richart       Ext. 310 

Administrative Asst.     Mrs. Lisa Geoffrey        Ext. 342 

 

School Office      (248) 669-4440 

Principal  Mrs. Betsy Gabrish        Ext. 303 

Secretary         Ext. 302 

   

 

CYO Sports 

Athletic Director                                                  ad@saintwilliam.net 

Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  Many issues can be 

taken care of with a phone call, 248-624-1421. 

 

Registration 

For many reasons it is important to be formally registered as a 

parishioner. Contact the rectory for friendly help.  Ext. 341 

 

Baptism 

To begin the preparation process for Baptism please call Deacon Bob 

Dreyer at 624-1421, ext. 345.  Baptisms are normally scheduled the 

first and third Sundays of the month.�

 

Marriage 

To celebrate a valid marriage Catholics must have the help of a priest 

or deacon. Call at least six months in advance. 

 

Funeral 

Please contact the parish office to make arrangements. 

 

Ministry To The Sick 

We are happy to visit the sick and provide anointing. Please contact the 

Parish Office at 624-1421.  

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday 4:30 pm, . 

Sunday *10:00 am (*also Live-streamed) 

and Sunday 12:30 pm  

Tues., Wed. & Thur., 8:00 am 

RECTORY 

Email:  Rectory1@stwilliam.com�

531 Common Street         (248) 624�1421�

�

Pastor  Rev. Michael G. Savickas  Ext. 346 

Deacons  Rev. Mr. Bob Dreyer Ext. 345 

 Rev. Mr. John Liddle  

 

Baptisms Dcn. Bob Dreyer Ext. 345 

 

Business Office     Ext. 341 

  

Business Manager  Mrs. Deborah Diviny  Ext. 349 

Administrative Asst. Mrs. Lisa Geoffrey Ext. 342 

 

Pastoral Assistant  Mrs. Karen Sommers 

  248-624-8870 Ext. 344 

 

Maintenance:  (248) 669-5522  

Supervisor  Mr. Dave Colby � Ext. 312 

Since Sunday Masses have been reduced to the public, 

contributions have greatly declined.�

If you are in a position to help, automatic giving can 

be easily arranged online.  Go to Faithdirect.net, or 

follow the link from �

our website, www.stwilliam.com.�

O�ertory Report 

(The �scal year begins July 1)�

*This does NOT represent needed income, but only 

the amount we expected would actually come in. 

Note:  For clarity and accuracy, this report now 

shows reconciled month-end balances. 

� Collected� Budgeted*� Over/(Under)�

As of Mar., 2021� *$617,508�  $749,997� ($132,489)�
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focus on:�

�� Pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the 

whole Church of the Archdiocese of Detroit.  Next 

Pentecost it will be FOUR YEARS since the 

Archbishop released his pastoral letter on 

evangelization, Unleash the Gospel.  Like the 

disciples gathered in the upper room, “devoted to 

constant prayer” as they awaited the Spirit before 

they could begin their mission of proclaiming the 

Good News, (Acts 1:14), now’s the time to 

intensify our prayer!  May we all come to embrace 

the direction given by our Archbishop!  �

�� Pray for our children who will be making their First 

Holy Communion on May 1, that they will grow in 

their hunger for Jesus in the Eucharist.  �and pray 

for their families who need to bring them to Church 

each week!�

�� Pray for the young people who will be confirmed by 

Bishop Robert Fisher on May 21.  May they be 

open to the Spirit, and to whatever vocation God 

has in mind for them.  �

�� Pray for vocations!  Pray especially for vocations to 

the priesthood, since the priest shortage is going to 

get much worse unless there is a strong uptick in 

men applying to the seminary�and even then it will 

take a number of years of steady growth to fill in for 

the priests who are reaching, or are beyond, 

retirement age.  But also pray for ALL vocations 

within the Church�which includes those called to 

marriage, as well as others who are called to a 

single life.  �

�� Pray that those who are called to consider some 

position of professional lay ministry within the 

Church will respond to the Spirit.  This too, is a 

vocation and is a particular need within the Church 

at this time.  And we should pray that both young 

people�and those considering a second career�

will give this vocation some serious consideration.  �

�� Pray for our parishioners who are now able to 

return to Mass.  There are some who are reluctant 

due to legitimate medical concerns, and there are 

others who perhaps have become “comfortable” 

with being away.  Pray that they will be drawn back 

to Eucharist.  �And pray for all our faith�filled 

parishioners, whose job it is to invite them home.  �

�� Pray for my Pastoral Advisory Team.  This group of 

six dedicated men and women meet with me for 

(Continued from page 1)�

Pray the Rosary 

  Our Legion of Mary members invite you 

to join them Tuesday evenings at 6:30 pm 

to pray the Rosary.   

  All are welcome to stay after and attend 

their brief meeting and learn more about the Legion 

�

�

Bake Sale 

May 1

st

 & 2

nd 

after all Masses! 

Membership Meeting 

Our membership meeting will be May 5

th

  

at 6:30 PM in lower Zepf Hall. 

Mother’s Day Card Sale 

April 24

th

 & 25

th

 

May 1

st

 & 2

nd

 

Father’s Day Card Sale 

June 5

th

 & 6

th

 

June 12

th

 & 13

th

 

Rosary Altar Society�

prayer and discussion for 2 to 4 hours each week, 

trying to discern the will of the Spirit for our Parish, 

keeping our goal of evangelization front and center in 

all our parish efforts.  �

As a matter of fact, in general, pray for a further 

outpouring of the Spirit on our parish this Pentecost!  

But don't stop praying after May 23

rd

!  I have personally 

made it a practice to pray each night for our parish and I 

invite you to make this a feature of your daily prayer 

along with me.  Pray for the various ministries within 

our parish�and that people will be willing to extend 

themselves in the stewardship of Service.  Pray for the 

financial support of the Parish�that we will have enough 

resources to do the things the Lord wants us to do.  Pray 

for the parishioners.  Pray for the people you love.  You 

even get to toss in a prayer for your pastor!�

� � � � In Jesus,�

� � � � Fr. Michael�
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USHERS  COLLEGE  SCHOLARSHIP 

Once again it is time for high school 

seniors to apply for the Ushers 

College Scholarship. 

Applicants may obtain an application from 

any usher.  The directions for applying are 

on the application form.  We encourage all 

parish member high school seniors to apply. 

Deadline for applying is May 2

nd

.  Please 

read and follow the instructions. Any 

questions?  Please contact Bob Dolder 248-

318-5913.  Good luck! 

Camp Ozanam 

Our parish St. Vincent de Paul Conference 

is blessed to share an opportunity with 

families struggling (�nancially or su;ering 

some other hardship such as divorce, 

separation, death of a loved one, etc.) with 

children between the age of 8 and 14.  If this 

applies, we’d like to o;er your child(ren) the 

opportunity to attend Camp Ozanam this 

summer for free.  Camp Ozanam provides 

children the chance to experience a free 

week of summer residential camping.  

Children will enjoy the great outdoors, 

making new friends and life-long memories 

this summer at Camp Ozanam! 

Please contact Melani by leaving a 

message for her at the parish oBce, 248-624

-1421. 

Bundle Days are coming! 

With the arrival of spring in Michigan, 

most of us are looking forward to getting 

back to normal, and putting this pandemic 

in our rear-view mirror.  To that end, your St 

Vincent de Paul conference is happy to 

sponsor Bundle Day weekend collection 

drive on May 15

th

 & 16

th

. 

We will be accepting clean, useable 

clothing, linens, shoes and accessories, as 

well as kitchen items and other household 

goods.  Please do not bring TV’s or 

electronics but small appliances are 

accepted.  Your goods may be dropped o; 

before and after all Masses or really 

anytime all weekend, as our members 

monitor the truck regularly, in order to keep 

things neat and organized.  Thank-you for 

your patience and generosity!  

St. Vincent de Paul Society�

Hospitality 

Committee 

*April Update!* 

   We do hope that 

everyone had a Spiritual Lent and a Blessed 

Holy Week and Easter this year.  It was so nice 

to see so many friends and fellow parishioners 

returning to Church to celebrate this most 

special feast!  Please pray for those Initiated at 

the Easter Vigil that they may continue to 

grow in their Faith. 

We hope that everyone who received one 

of our ‘Evangelizing Messages’ with their Fish 

Fry dinners found them to be uplifting and 

meaningful!  Maybe someone who was 

thinking about returning to Mass, did!  

As we move forward from Divine Mercy 

Sunday toward Pentecost, we should be 

praying especially for the children who will be 

receiving their First Holy Communion and 

Con�rmation in May, both signi�cant 

milestones in our Catholic Faith!  

As always, we are looking for Parishioners 

to become part of the Hospitality Committee.  

Each of us can turn to another and welcome 

them in the name of the Lord.  Consider joining 

us in that endeavor.  God Bless!  
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Knights of Columbus�

Knights of Columbus  

Tootsie Roll Drive Update! 

The Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive 

supporting people with Intellectual Disabilities 

was held March 26

th

-28

th

, 2021 at various Walled 

Lake, Wixom, and Commerce Township 

locations!  What a TREMENDOUS OUTPOURING 

of support was realized in those 3 days!  With a 

Goal of $4,500 for the Drive, we blew right 

through that and collected $7,200!!  We had 27 

Knights and Family members helping and we 

kept the intersections well manned throughout 

the 3 days.  The following Organizations 

bene�ted from this Drive:  Michigan State K of C 

Charities - $1,440; St. William School - $2,880; 

WL Schools Special Olympics - $1,440; and St. 

Francis on the Lake Camp - $1,440.  If you put 

some monies in one of our cans – THANK YOU 

VERY MUCH!  

 

 

Knights of Columbus  

Sunday Breakfast Update! 

The Knights of Columbus are preparing to 

restart our monthly Breakfasts on May 2

nd

, 2021!  

We know everyone is looking forward to this 

event, but here’s a few things you need to know.  

As stated before, we are going to hold it 

OUTSIDE by the Convent, weather permitting!  

We plan to have small tables located in the 

grassy areas but YOU will need to bring a lawn 

chair (saves us from having to move chairs 

across the street from Zepf!)  We’ll be cooking 

and serving under a dining My and the menu will 

be pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, maybe 

donuts from Nino’s, plus co;ee and juice!  We’re 

asking for a ‘Free Will’ donation for this 

Breakfast!  We are depending on GOOD 

WEATHER so continue praying so that we can 

make this event happen!  

�

52 SUNDAYS�

A Guide to Reclaim the Lord’s Day  

for Faith & Family 

Take T ime to  Chat �

�� In today’s Gospel story, Jesus asked his disciples 

why they were troubled. Why do you think they 

were troubled? �

�� Share a time when you went to Jesus when you 

were troubled. �

�� Why did Jesus ask the disciples to look at his 

hands and his feet? �

�� St Fidelis of Sigmaringen helped the poor and 

oppressed. Why is it important for us to help the 

poor?�

 Fami ly   Fun �

Playground Fun�

In today’s Gospel, the disciples were “incredulous for 

joy.”  Playgrounds bring great joy to children.  

Celebrate the joy of the season at a playground in 

your favorite park or a new park that you’ve always 

wanted to visit. �

TALKING POINTS � �

First Reading:�

The author of life you put to death,�

   but God raised him from the dead; �

of this we are witnesses. (Acts 3:15)�

Psalm:�

Lord, let your face shine on us. (Ps 4)�

Or Alleluia.�

Second Reading:�

He is expiation for our sins,�

  and not for our sins only but for those of the �

  whole world. (1 Jn 2:2)�

Gospel:�

“Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer 

and rise from the dead on the third day and that 

repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be 

preached in his name.” (Lk 24:46�47)�

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Family�

The Domestic Church�
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WHY DO WE DO THAT? -  

Question: Do children need to receive the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation before their First Communion? 

Answer:  

For centuries the Catholic Church has taught that a 

person needs to be in a state of grace (free from mortal 

sins) in order to worthily receive the Eucharist. To that 

end, Catholics should make an e8ort to celebrate the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation any time they recognize 

the need for the sacrament (and in keeping with the 

precept of the Church that asks that we celebrate this 

sacrament at least once each year).  

In the case of children preparing for their First 

Communion, the Code of Canon Law is very clear that 

they should also celebrate the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation before receiving the Eucharist for the :rst 

time: “It is the responsibility, in the :rst place, of parents 

and those who take the place of parents as well as of 

the pastor to see that children who have reached the 

use of reason are correctly prepared and are nourished 

by the divine food as early as possible, preceded by 

sacramental confession” (Canon 914).  

While some might question the signi:cance of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation — especially in the case of 

children who might not fully understand the reality of 

sin or the meaning of the sacrament itself — a child’s 

“First Confession” can be a wonderful time for families 

to re@ect together on the quality of their relationships, 

how they put their faith into practice, and, when it is 

possible, to celebrate the sacrament as a family. In the 

end, the celebration of these two sacraments marks 

important moments in the spiritual journeys of children 

and we hope their “First Confession” and “First 

Communion” help instill in them a love of the 

sacraments of the Church. 

©LPi 

Right to Life — Lifespan 

Third Time is the Charm 

Once again, the current restrictions on the number of people allowed 

to attend a function has caused us to move the date of our Celebrate Life! 

dinner.  The new date is October 12, 2021.  We still have Diamond and Silk 

as our speakers.  There is no charge for this fundraising event.  Those 

already registered must let us know if they can still come on this new date 

and we will accept requests from those who might like to join us but were 

not previously registered.  For detailed information, please call the 

LIFESPAN oCce, 248-816-1546. 

USCCB Word of Life�

“Christ invites us to trust in his invisible grace that prompts us to the 

generosity of supernatural charity, as we identify with everyone who is ill: 

‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, 

you did for me’ (Mt�25:40).”��

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith   

“Samaritanus bonus: On the Care of Persons in the Critical and 

Terminal Phases of Life”. (© 2020, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used 

with permission. All rights reserved.)  

St. Vincent de Paul Society � Third Sunday of Easter�

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus explains that the meaning of the scriptures.  Like the disciples, when we o8er 

and receive forgiveness our hearts burn because we encounter the risen Christ within us.   

Have you considered answering the call to “help the poor 'nd forgiveness and healing in their life” by joining the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul?  
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A Community of Faith, Family, and Learning                                    Betsy Gabrish, Principal      248-669-4440 

www.stwilliam-school.com 

“We exist to provide a school environment in which Christ is encountered and  

Discipleship is fostered through the teaching and practice of Catholic Tradition,  

values and doctrine, while challenging each student to academic excellence.” 

OUR MISSION 

Kroger Community Rewards 

Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

Choose St. William School 

Our School ID is NS244  

SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 

Amazon Smile 

Start each shopping session at   

http://smile.amazon.com 

Select St. William School as charity 

We will receive 0.5% of all  

eligible purchases 

Box Tops for Education 

Clip Board 

NEW! Earn Box Tops  via 

Phone App  

www.boxtops4education.com 

Preschool-8th grade 

upcoming 

events 

       April�

   3-7  Staff Appreciation Week 

   22  Earth Day 

   29 No School-Professional Dev. 

         May�
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Intercessory Prayers 

Intercessory prayer boxes have been placed in 

the tower entrances.  Our Intercessory Prayer 

Teams will lift your intentions up in prayer for two 

weeks.  You may also email your prayer requests by 

clicking the link on our website, www.stwilliam.com.  

All prayer requests are kept con:dential. 

Happy are those who have died in the Lord; 

let them rest from their labors for their good 

deeds go with them—Rev. 14:13 

Joe Wanielista  

Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 

All-powerful and ever-lasting God, your Son 

accepted our su8erings to teach us the virtue of 

patience in human illness.  Hear the prayers we o8er 

for our sick brothers and sisters.  May all who su8er 

pain, illness, or disease realize that they have been 

chosen to be saints and know that they are joined to 

Christ in his su8ering for the salvation of the world.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Mass Intentions:�

Tuesday, April 20

th

�

8:00 am�

Ray & Marie Hibbeln (D) family; Ryan Mele (SI) 

Karen�

Wednesday, April 21

st

�

8:00 am�

Rick Mitchell (D, 1 yr. Anniv.) Amy; Judith Woznicki 

(D) Roger; Anthony Vitale (D) family�

Thursday, April 22

nd

�

8:00 am�

Dave Kozora (D) wife; Sara Tripodi (D) friend�

Saturday, April 24

th

�

4:30 pm�

Jack & Beatrice Ryan (D) famiy; Robert & Hilda 

Koss (D) family; Dave Kozora (D) K of C; Joe Schuld 

(D) wife; Fidelis D’Silva (D) family; Sadler�Geoffrey 

families (L&D); Scott & Lisa Geoffrey (SI, 28th 

Anniv.) family�

Sunday, April 25

th

�

10:00 am�

Members of St. William Parish (L&D)�

12:30 pm�

Ray & Marie Hibbeln (D) St. William Parish; 

Antoinette Morelli (D) Karen Sommers�

Readings for the week  

Sunday:  Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9 [7a]/1 

Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48  

Monday:  Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 

[1ab]/Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday:  Acts 7:51—8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b 

and 8a, 17 and 21ab [6a]/Jn 6:30-35 

Wednesday:  Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/

Jn 6:35-40 

Thursday:  Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/Jn 

6:44-51 

Friday:  Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 6:52

-59 

Saturday:  Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 

[12]/Jn 6:60-69 

Next Sunday:  Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 

28, 29 [22]/1 Jn 3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18 

�Andrew Hailo 

�Avery Carducci 

�Barbara Carducci 

�Bobbi Farmer 

�Bonny Mesaros 

�Cathy Vanderhovel 

�Chris Rivers 

�Christine McCarthy 

�Dan Lessard 

�Dennis Ryan 

�Dianne Gravett 

�Dolores Hollis 

�Ellen Dawson 

�Ellie Azzato 

�Henry Reinhardt 

�Jackie Wolverton 

�James Miller 

�Janie Wolverton 

�John Benedict 

�John Shubsda 

�Jonathan Medonis 

�Kimi Stephens 

�Lucille Colussi 

�Norma Kirk 

�Pam Balogh 

�Pat Grams 

�Ryan Mele 

�Sandy Bruckner 

�Sharon Ryan 

�Stephanie Kozlowski 

�Trevor Monfette 

�Val Colussi 

 

 

Residents of: 

�Bloom:eld Villa 

�Brookdale 

�First & Main 

�Henry Ford 

�Maple Manor 

�Novi Lakes 

�Serenity 

�Sunrise Senior Ctr. 

�Waltonwood 
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Live the Liturgy 

When the greeting “Peace be with you” is sincerely o8ered to a 

person, it can resonate very deep within, bringing comfort and 

reassurance.  When someone possesses the power to bring peace, 

it brings us to a place of safety and :lls us with joy.  The 

resurrected Christ has this power.  God can open our minds so that 

we can more fully understand the meaning of Sacred Scripture and 

God’s compassionate, loving, tender, and untiring embrace 

constantly present and o8ered to people throughout history.  

Without the anchor of truth that only God can provide, we can 

easily become startled and terri:ed at the sight of what life brings 

us.  Being open to God’s o8er of peace, we can turn away from old 

habits and short-sighted vision and experience the gladness and 

joy of God’s gift.  Only then can what is wounded and broken be 

mended and reconciliation achieved.  We are the resurrection 

witnesses called to proclaim the Good News. 

©LPi 

Gospel Meditation 

Third Sunday of Easter 

We often act out of ignorance.  Armed with the best 

of intentions, we think we are seeing clearly and 

correctly, but we are not.  We don’t always understand 

the full meaning of things and only perceive part of the 

truth.  Hence, our judgments and actions can be 

impaired by myopic, incomplete, or erroneous 

perceptions.  The meaning of life, understanding of 

human experience, and negotiating life’s challenges 

can all become skewed without proper understanding 

and vision.  The resurrection of Christ is the corrective 

to our incomplete and limited view of life.  Looking at 

things with the eyes of faith brings a depth of clarity 

and understanding to how we see God, ourselves, 

others, and the world. 

Even the disciples struggled with their limited 

understanding and ignorant perceptions.  It was only 

when Jesus opened their minds to understand the 

Scriptures that their eyes were opened.  It was their 

“aha” moment when everything clicked.  We all want 

the substance of our lives to come together, make 

sense, and have meaning.  This is easier to achieve 

when things are going positively and life is good.  It is 

when su8ering, disappointment, death, hardship, and 

injustice enter the picture that things can become 

unsettled and disoriented.  Our faith in the goodness 

and love of God is tested.  We tend to shift our focus on 

these diCcult and challenging moments and do not see 

them within the greater picture of how God intends life 

to unfold.  We can gain, from the passion and 

resurrection of Christ, the clear vision we need in order 

to move away from ignorance to enlightenment. 

We need our “aha” moment when everything comes 

together and clicks.  It can come in a @eeting instant 

when we feel totally connected with God, where we 

:nd ourselves, others and all of creation.  It is a moment 

when all is right and good, regardless of how diCcult 

our journey.  Our “aha” moment assures us that God is 

here, right with us, in us and around us bringing us a gift 

and blessing we can receive nowhere else:  peace.  In 

those brief sacramental encounters when we are lifted 

up out of ourselves and centered, we can hear God say, 

“peace be with you,” and we feel secure.  It’s all okay.  

The resurrected Christ has the power to bring this gift 

to us.  Some people, as they are facing their deaths, 

remark about this peace.  When looking into the 

window of eternity, they experience a depth of joy and 

are amazed at God’s goodness and closeness.  We are 

called to be witnesses to this Good News. 

©LPi 

A Family Perspective  

by Bud Ozar 

The apostles were afraid of 

Jesus until he ate with them and 

they touched him.  In your 

family the ordinary acts of 

eating together, touching, 

embracing not only con�rm our 

love for each other, but also 

celebrate God’s presence in 

your family.  These ‘ordinary’ 

moments contain the 

‘Extraordinary.” 



Everyday Stewardship — How to Fail Your Way to Heaven 

You know what are some of my favorite moments in Scripture?  The little “Easter eggs” of Jesus’ 

humanity, things like Jesus falling asleep, Jesus drawing in the sand, Jesus playing with kids.  And 

how about Jesus rising from the dead, appearing to his disciples and saying, “So, have you got 

anything to eat?” 

It’s right for us to always keep in mind that Jesus is God.  But we also have to remember that he 

was man.  He got hungry.  He cried when he felt sad and laughed when he felt happy.  He got tired.  

He got bored.  

Because he was God, none of those feelings ever led him into sin, like they do us.  He never 

spent a car ride trying to pass the hours by seeing how annoyed he could make his older sister.  He 

never smacked Peter over the head for saying something really stupid.  But he did unleash some 

Biblically righteous anger on those traders in the temple, didn’t he?  And he wasn’t shy about calling 

Peter “a Satan” when his friend tempted him to take the easy way out.  

It’s the tightrope walk we all try to balance every day, honoring our human emotions while still 

answering God’s call to be better.  Being perfect isn’t the domain of the Christian — that’s the domain 

of Christ only.  Trying and failing, then trying again (and failing again) and again and again?  That’s the 

domain of the Christian. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS.  ©LPi 
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• Custom mixed-touch up paint.

• Custom filled Aerosol cans.

TAKE CARE OF YOUR HEALTH! YOU DESERVE IT!
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24 Hour Emergency Service • *ASK FOR AXEL OR ERIC

30% OFF 30% OFF For Seniors
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Owner
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Helping create strategies for retirement, 
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 For a free retirement checkup or
 college funding plan, visit
 www.equivestfinancial.com
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