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MASS SCHEDULE�

�

Weekend Mass�

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m., 10:15 a.m. �

and 12:00 Noon �

�

Weekday Mass�

Monday, Tuesday, Friday:  �

9:15 a.m.�

Thursday Evening: 7:00 p.m.�

�

RITE OF RECONCILIATION�

Saturdays: 3:30 � 4:30 p.m.�

�

�

�

�

MISSION STATEMENT�

�

St. Gerald Roman Catholic 

Church is a welcoming, inclusive 

parish striving to be a reflection 

of Christ.  Guided by the Holy 

Spirit, we are dedicated to 

strengthening our faith through 

reverent and uplifting worship, 

serving those in need, and living 

the fullness of the Gospel with all 

God’s people.�

OFFICE HOURS�

Monday through Thursday�

9:00 a.m. �  4:30 p.m.�

�

JANUARY 9, 2022        THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD�

21300 FARMINGTON ROAD, FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN   48336�

Phone:  248�477�7470     |     Fax:  248�477�3878     |     Website:  stgeraldparish.org�

The St. Gerald Voice 

�

Roman Catholic Church 
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Monday:� 1 Sm 1:1�8/Ps 116:12�13, 14�17, 18�19/Mk 1:14�20 �

Tuesday:�1 Sm 1:9�20/1 Sm 2:1, 4�5, 6�7, 8abcd/Mk 1:21�28 �

Wednesday:� 1 Sm 3:1�10, 19�20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7�8a, 8b�9, 10/Mk �

� 1:29�39 �

Thursday:�1 Sm 4:1�11/Ps 44:10�11, 14�15, 24�25/Mk 1:40�45 �

Friday:� � 1 Sm 8:4�7, 10�22a/Ps 89:16�17, 18�19/Mk 2:1�12 �

Saturday:  1 Sm 9:1�4, 17�19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2�3, 4�5, 6�7/Mk 2:13�17��

Next Sunday:� Is 62:1�5/Ps 96:1�2, 2�3, 7�8, 9�10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4�11/Jn�

� 2:1�11 �

�

�
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I����������	 P��	�� C�����

If you know someone who could use our prayers and would 

like them added to our prayer chain, please call the Parish 

Office at 248�477�7470 or email stgeraldsecretary@yahoo.com �

and their name will be added to our prayers. �

 WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS 

J�����	 10 � J�����	 14�

�

Monday  9:15 AM�

Michael Dombe�

Requested by Thomas Horrill �

�

Tuesday  9:15 AM�

Robert Koenig�

Requested by Family�

�

Wednesday   �

No Mass�

�

Thursday 7:00 PM�

Fr. Kris and the Dobbs, Kemp, Trayer,�

Robrecht and Goderman Families�

Requested by C. Kemp�

�

Friday  9:15 AM�

Michela Vettraino�

Requested by �

Joseph and Alice Rotondo and Family�

S�. G����� O����� G����� �

Online Giving of Donations through Simple Give is 

available and simple to use.  Please visit our Parish Website 

at stgeraldparish.org and click on Online Giving to get 

started or call the Parish Office for instructions.  �

�

If you prefer to give by check or cash, collection baskets are 

located in the back of the church for your weekly donation 

or you may drop your donation in the Parish Office.  Thank 

you for your continued support of St. Gerald Parish.�

If you wish to make an offering for New Year’s 

through Simple Give you can do so now through 

January 9.  Thank you!�

�
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       5:00 PM                    January 15      Fr. Kris�

�

For�

Edward Weberlein�

Requested by �

Dennis & Sharon Weberlein�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Lector�

�

�

�

�

Isabelle Gerhart�

        8:30 AM                   January 16      Fr. Kris�

�

For�

Florence Murray�

Requested by �

Victor Winiarski�

�

Lector�

�

�

Paulette Mullen�

�

       10:15 AM                  January 16      Fr. Kris�

For�

Peter Zanotti�

Requested by �

Armanda Zanotti�

�

�

Lector�

�

�

�

�

Scott Horsburgh�

�

       12:00 PM                  January 16       Fr. Briffa�

For�

All Our�

Parishioners�

�

�

Lector�

�

�

Sharon McCarthy�

January 16, 2022�

2021 St. Gerald Contribution Statement�

If you need a copy of your 2021 contribution 

statement from St. Gerald, please send your request 

to stgeraldsecretary@yahoo.com or call 248�477�

7470.  The Parish Of%ce is open Monday through 

Thursday, from 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  With a prior 

request, statements will be available for pick up  in 

the Parish Of%ce during the hours indicated above.  If 

you are unable to pick up your statement, they can be 

emailed or mailed to you upon your request.  Please 

allow one week to process your statement.  Thank 

you!�

Please help us keep our parish records up�to

�date.  If you move, have a change of phone 

number or any other change,  please call the 

Parish Of�ce at 248�477�7470 or email 

stgeraldsecretary@yahoo.com.�
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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

R������ I  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � I� 42:1�4, 6�7 �

Thus says the LORD:�

Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with 

whom I am pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit; he 

shall bring forth justice to the nations, not crying out, not 

shouting, not making his voice heard in the street.  A 

bruised reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he 

shall not quench,  until he establishes justice on the earth;�

the coastlands will wait for his teaching.�

�

I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice, I 

have grasped you by the hand; I formed you, and set you�

as a covenant of the people, a light for the nations, to open 

the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners from 

confinement, and from the dungeon, those who live in 

darkness.�

OR:�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Is��40:1�5, 9�11�

Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God.�

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her�

that her service is at an end, her guilt is expiated;�

indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD�

double for all her sins.�

�

A voice cries out:  In the desert prepare the way of the 

LORD!  Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our 

God! Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and 

hill shall be made low; the rugged land shall be made a 

plain, the rough country, a broad valley.�   Then the glory 

of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 

together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.�

�

Go up on to a high mountain, Zion, herald of glad tidings;�

cry out at the top of your voice, Jerusalem, herald of good 

news! Fear not to cry out and say to the cities of Judah:�

Here is your God! Here comes with power the Lord GOD,�

who rules by a strong arm; here is his reward with him,�

his recompense before him.  Like a shepherd he feeds his 

flock; in his arms he gathers the lambs, carrying them in 

his bosom, and leading the ewes with care.�

�

R��&�������� P���'�

�

�

R������ II  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � A��� 10:34�38�

Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered�

in the house of Cornelius, saying:�  “In truth, I see that 

God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation 

whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to 

him.  You know the word that he sent to the Israelites��

as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is 

Lord of all, what has happened all over Judea,�beginning 

in Galilee after the baptism that John preached,��

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 

Spirit and power.  He went about doing good��

and healing all those oppressed by the devil,��

for God was with him.”�

�

OR:��

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Ti 2:11�14; 3:4�7�

Beloved:�

The grace of God has appeared, saving all�

and training us to reject godless ways and worldly 

desires and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in 

this age, as we await the blessed hope, the appearance of 

the glory of our great God and savior Jesus Christ,�

who gave himself for us to deliver us from all 

lawlessness and to cleanse for himself a people as his 

own, eager to do what is good.�

�

When the kindness and generous love of God our savior 

appeared, not because of any righteous deeds we had 

done but because of his mercy, He saved us through the 

bath of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he 

richly poured out on us through Jesus Christ our savior,�

so that we might be justified by his grace and become 

heirs in hope of eternal life.�

�

A��������

�

Gospel �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Lk 3:15�16, 21�22�

The people were filled with expectation, and all were 

asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ.�

John answered them all, saying,��

“I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I 

is coming.  I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire.”�

�

After all the people had been baptized�and Jesus also had 

been baptized and was praying, heaven was opened and 

the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like 

a dove.  And a voice came from heaven,�  “You are my 

beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”�

�
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�

If you have a fever 

or cough or are not 

feeling well, please 

stay home until you 

feel better.  

Remember it is not 

a sin to miss Mass 

because you are ill.  �

If you would like a 

name to be added 

to the Prayer 

Request List in the 

bulletin, please 

email  

stgeraldsecretary

@yahoo.com or 

call 248�477�7470.  �

Thank you!�

C���3 O�� O�� W�5����  A�� F���5��3 P���!�

When you are looking for Mass Times or other special 

events at St. Gerald, please visit our website at 

www.stgeraldparish.org or “like” our Facebook page at 

St. Gerald Catholic Church, Farmington.�

CSA 2021 C�	
��� U
�����

199 members have donated thus far.  If you have not 

donated to CSA for 2021 and need a pledge card, please 

call the Parish Office as we have blank cards available.  �

�

Our CSA goal for 2021 is $70,574.00.  Please consider 

making a donation.  We are asking each family to contribute 

$285.00 this year to meet our goal, but whatever you are 

able to donate would help us get closer to our goal.�

�

It is also important to remind you that any shortfall to the 

goal of $70,574.00 has to be made up from our savings 

account.  Your generous support of past CSA efforts at St. 

Gerald have been most appreciated.�

�

Please note the new address on the return envelope is directed 

to Minnesota.  Also, all checks should be payable to The 

Archdiocese of Detroit�CSA.  If you choose to give on�line, go 

to http://stgerald.aodcsa.org�

�

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 

to contact the Parish Office at 248�477�7470.�

2021 CSA Pledges To Date�

$70,574.00�

$52,231.00�

$18,343.00�

The priesthood:  you were made for this.  �

Accept God’s calling!  Visit:  

www.detroitpriestlyvocations.com.�

Sharmella Kerbawy� Kimberly Plonka� Art Mikkola�

Karen Bayer� Pat Centers�

Joan Goniea� Robert Bliss�

After Jesus was baptized, he saw the Spirit of 

God descending like a dove and a voice was 

heard “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 

am well pleased.”  As we give to the poor, 

we also can hear these same words.�

�

As you help those who are suffering, know in your 

heart the truth of the words “you are my beloved with 

whom I am well pleased.”�

Anna D’Orazio�

Ida Picano�

Patricia Hayes�

The Man of the Shroud Touring Exhibit will be here 

at St. Gerald Church on Saturday and Sunday, �

March 19 and 20.�
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�

“We are called to live our baptism every day, as new 

creatures, clothed in Christ.” �

� Pope Francis�

�

What reference point do you use when making decisions? Many 

times, impulse takes control and decisions are made based solely on 

emotion and desire. We all know that these types of decisions can 

often get us into trouble. When a person has a confident sense of who 

they are and a real understanding of what is important and of value, 

the likelihood of kneejerk impulsive choices diminishes. Baptism 

gives us what we need to make well informed and purposeful 

decisions. By this simple gesture, God claims us as His own and 

provides us with the identity and purpose we need to properly live 

life. �

�

It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly embrace this revelation 

and realize that we no longer have to wonder about the purpose of 

our lives or struggle to find our way. The answer of who we are in 

God has been given to us. We no longer have to fumble around, trip 

over ourselves or walk aimlessly about. Issues surrounding the 

sacredness of life, the meaning of death, the protection of those most 

vulnerable, care for the weak and the poor, offering hospitality to 

those in search of a home, the purpose and proper place of work, how 

to create a just social order, caring for creation, and understanding 

our roles as heralds and stewards are just a few of the wonderful gifts 

baptism brings. When we make decisions based on things such as 

these core Gospel truths we really act as Christ himself, revealing to 

others the new creations that we are. This is how we live our 

baptism.�

�

It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is precisely what 

baptism calls us to do. Although we are sinners, in need of mercy and 

far from perfection we are called to order our life and make decisions 

based upon the wisdom and guidance of Almighty God. He alone is 

the one who can claim us as His sons and daughters. Standing up for 

our principles will not make us popular. But who ever said 

Christianity is a popularity contest? Baptism calls us to stand up for 

that which goes against the grain of secularism. Standing in line with 

other sinners, we have our anchor to steady us in the tempests of life 

and God is very pleased. Forge ahead. There is nothing to fear. ©LPi�

E���	��	 S��P������& � �

R������Q� G�� I� Y��� O������	 M�'�����

�

I Hope I Am Like Him�

�

“Who is this Christ? Is he like you?”�

�

Perhaps you’ve heard this story, often attributed to the 

life of St. Teresa of Calcutta. A sick man asked her this 

question, as he marveled at her tireless service to himself 

and others in the name of someone named Jesus Christ. �

�

“He is nothing like me,” the saint is said to have 

answered. “But I hope I am like him.”�

�

Though the authenticity of this exchange cannot be 

verified, its message rings perfectly true: all the value of 

our stewardship lies in its relativity to the one in whose 

name we perform it. �

�

Consider the figure of John the Baptist � a magnificent, 

towering character even purely from a literary or 

historical perspective. A martyr who fed on wild locusts 

and boldly spoke truth to power � a man so great some 

mistook him for the Messiah. �

�

But why is he great? Because he prepared the way. All 

his accomplishments and escapades mean nothing if they 

are taken out of the context of salvation history. He only 

makes sense relative to Christ � and this is exactly as he 

wanted it. “One worthier than I is coming,” he insists. 

And because of that humility and that total embrace of 

God’s will, he is given one of the greatest honors in the 

New Testament � he baptizes the Son of God.  �

�

Let’s examine our lives in the light of their relativity to 

Christ. How do we prepare the way? When Christ comes 

to us, what do we do? How do we leave ourselves open 

to be actors in God’s plan?  � Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi�

If you know of anyone who may be struggling in their marriage, 

Retrouvaille is holding another Marriage Saving Weekend on 

January 14�16 in the Metro Detroit Area.  This Catholic ministry has 

been helping to save marriages effectively for 44 years.  �

�

Visit HelpOurMarriage.com for more information.�

We welcome to the  

Body of Christ  
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Please come visit our library located in the southwest 

vestibule of  the church building.  You are welcome to 

take a book home to read, all we ask is that when you 

borrow a book to be sure to sign it out.  Also make sure to return your 

book when finished, so others can enjoy it as well.  Thank You!�

SACRAMENTS 

 

Rite of Reconciliation:                        Sacrament of the Sick:         

Saturdays from   3:30-4:30PM                  Please call the office.              

 

Baptism:  

Please be aware that first time parents must attend a short baptism prep 

class prior to the baptism of their child. Arrangements for baptism may 

be made by calling the Parish Office. 

 

Matrimony:  

St. Gerald Parish is pleased to marry registered parishioners and their 

children.  Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance of 

the wedding date. Please call the Parish Office. 

 

Registration of new members:   

Please see Fr. Kris after Mass or call the Parish Office.  Registration 

forms are located on the shelf in the classroom hallway and the 

gathering space of the church for your convenience.  After you fill it out, 

just give it to Fr. Kris or drop it off in the Parish Office.  Thank  you! 

  

RCIA:  Would you or someone you know want to become a full member of 

the Catholic Church?  Please call Fr. Kris (248) 477-7470 for more 

information. 

 

WE  WELCOME YOU TO ST. GERALD CATHOLIC PARISH!   

If you are new to the area, we look forward to  meeting you personally.  If 

you have not been  active in the  practice of the Catholic faith, we 

encourage you to return.  If a previous marriage has kept you from 

receiving the Sacraments, we invite you to call the rectory at 248-477-

7470. In many cases, Fr. Kris can work with you to find a favorable 

solution.   

ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Office Hours 

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM Monday thru Thursday.  Closed Friday. 

(secretary at lunch 12:00 pm—12:30 pm) 

 

STAFF 

 

      Parish Office  (248) 477-7470 

 

Reverend Krzysztof Nowak, Pastor  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  x 203 

 

Mary Hoots, Administrative Assistant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 212      

Email:  stgeraldsecretary@yahoo.com 

 

       All other offices dial (248) 476-7677  

 

Christian Services  

Matthew Yokom:  Christian Service Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . . . x  204 

Cell:  313-205-8633 

Email:   myokom.sgp@gmail.com 

 

St. Vincent de Paul   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    x 220 

 

Education   

Mary Taylor:  Director Religious  Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  x 201 

Email:  marytaylor.sgp@gmail.com 

 

Music  Ministry 

Mary Melonio:  Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   x  222 

                                    Cell:  734-578-4179 or Email:  mmelonio@aol.com 

 

Worship Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   x 202 

Norma Battel                 

                  Email:  stgeraldworship@gmail.com 

 

Youth Ministry 

Gerryanna Luscri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x  208 

                   Email:  gerryanna.youthministry@gmail.com 

 

Maintenance                                                             Accountant    

Tom Kruger                                                                 Kim Smith 

B./0123.4 B15�

�

Question:�

At my grandson’s Baptism, the priest put a bib on the baby. I do not 

remember seeing this before. Why is this done? Is it something new? �

�

Answer:�

When an adult is baptized, there is a part in the ceremony when the 

newly baptized is vested in a white garment. It is symbolic of the 

changes that baptism brings in the life of the baptized as they are freed 

from the bonds of sin and brought into the saving grace of Christ. 

Realities that are so profound are symbolically presented so that we 

might better grasp and understand them. �

� �

Infants are often dressed in a baptismal dress, which is the baptismal 

garment. In some places, the bib is used as a kind of baptismal garment. 

At the place in the ceremony where the investiture takes place, the bib 

is used. Some are poncho�like and fit over the baby's head. Others are 

simply placed on the baby's chest. If the baby is dressed in a white 

garment, nothing else is needed. The prayer says it all: “See in your 

white garment the outward sign of your Christian dignity ... bring that 

dignity unstained into the everlasting life of heaven.” In baptism, we are 

given our purpose and goal in life as believers and this is symbolized by 

the white garment.  ©LPi�
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 Hartford &
 Ratliff Co.
 “My Comfort Experts”
 Since 1955

IndustrIal • CommerCIal • resIdentIal

32708 West 8 Mile Rd. 
Farmington, MI 48336

www.MyComfortExperts.com
(248) 471-3110

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren
313-278-0380

25685 W. 10 Mile Rd
248-356-7625

www.monuments1947.com

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service
248-213-9248 

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

BREAKFAST • BRUNCH • LUNCH
10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL

Cannot be combined with any other offer.  
Limit one coupon per table. Expires 12/31/21

248-994-7388
27909 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills

Heeney-Sundquist
Funeral Home

Farmington’s Catholic and Family Owned
 Funeral Home since 1850

Traditional Funerals, Cremation & Memorial Services

 23720 Farmington Rd
 Downtown Farmington

 248-474-5200
 Parish Members

WWW.HEENEY-SUNDQUIST.COM

CHARLES STEP
FUNERAL HOME &

CREMATION SERVICES

Charles r. step (2014)
Charles J. step 
Monty s. Wulff

18425 Beech Daly Road
313-531-1888

Contact Dave Polanskyto place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com or(800) 477-4574 x6326 
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Parkview
memorial

Cemetery
Serving the Community

Since 1926
34205 5 Mile Rd.,

Just West of Farmington Rd.

734-421-6120

 V I K I N G
 PLUMBING, INC.
 All Residential 
 Plumbing Services,
 Drain Cleaning
  and Video Inspection

Call Mark Buckhave
(248) 471-5010

Licensed Master Plumber

THAYER-ROCK 
FUNERAL HOME

33603 Grand River Ave., Farmington, MI 48335

248.474.4131
Catholic Family Owned and Operated

DON’SDON’S
 PLUMBING PLUMBING
248-349-0675248-349-0675

Expert Plumbing Sewer
& Drain Cleaning

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER
Donald J. Wood

MIKE’S
PLUMBING

Complete Plumbing
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Master Plumber
 MICHAEL J. WOOD
734-421-4633


