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Reading the Bible from 
 the Heart of the Church 

 
 
  

In 2019, Pope Francis made the 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time the “Word of God” 
Sunday.  It is an opportunity to think more about the place of God’s word in our 
faith journey. Many of us have a desire to know more about the Scriptures.  When 
we open the pages of the Bible, somehow, we sense that we are connecting with 
God in the Church. Despite limited proficiency in interpreting the Bible, we are not 
lost because we do not read the Bible in isolation, but within the communion of 
the Church: what we learn from weekly homilies, catechism classes, Christian 
hymns, Bible study, faith formation, fellow Catholics and Christian friends coming 
together to help us understand what we read in the Bible, though of course some 
passages remain difficult to understand. 
  

With the advent of social media, however, we have been exposed to a wider 
source of information. We may have encountered conflicting interpretations of 
the Bible coming from non-Catholic or even anti-Catholic sources. These can only 
spur us to learn even more about our Catholic faith so that we can give a reasona-
ble explanation of our faith (cf. 1Peter 3:15). 
  

This year’s theme reminds us that we need to learn to read the Bible from the 
heart of the Church. That means three things: 1. reading the Bible with reverence 
and trust, not with suspicion; 2. interpreting what we read in the Bible according 
to the time-tested understanding of the Church’s Sacred Tradition as expressed in 
the Liturgy, the Church Fathers, the Doctors of the Church and the Saints, and dis-
tilled in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC); and 3. learning from the Bible 
as disciples of Jesus Christ, sincerely trying to learn from the Master. 
  

Ultimately, reading the Bible is supposed to help us encounter Jesus Christ, the 
living Word of God. Such an encounter can be likened to a thirsty person who finds 
an abundant spring of water. Every time one is thirsty, one can drink as much as 
one can take in, but there is plenty of water that remains; and this is a good thing 
for which one should be grateful. If the spring were depleted, there would be no 
more water to quench subsequent thirst. 

  

Adapted from the Archdiocese of Singapore 
 

 

 

Confessions 
Tuesdays  10:30am 

Saturdays  12:00 Noon 
 

 

Mass Schedule 

Monday—Friday 

12:00 Noon 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass 

4:30pm 
 

Sunday 

8:30am and 11:00am 
 

 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Wednesday, Feb 2nd   

1:00pm-7:00pm 
 

 

Connect with Us 

www.Transfigsfld.org 

 

Transfigurationsfld.Flocknote.com 

Facebook.com 

TransfigurationSouthfield 

From Our Pastor, Fr. Jeff 
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Church of the Transfiguration 
25225 Code Road 

Southfield, Michigan  48033 

Office 248-356-8787     Fax 248-356-1240  

Friary 248-356-8788 
 

Parish Office Hour 
Monday -  Friday:  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Arrangements must be made at 
least six months in advance by contacting the Parish Office. 
 

Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation & Eucharist:   
Arrangements can be made by contacting the Parish Office. 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  Contact the Parish Office if you or a 
loved one wishes to be anointed. 
 

Funeral:  When your loved one passes away, please contact 
the Parish Office regarding funeral arrangements. 
 

Bulletin Article Deadline:  10:00 am on Mondays by emailing 
aburgin@transfigsfld.org 
 

Parish Registration:  Registration forms can be found in the 
Gathering Room and the main office. 
 

If you change your address, phone number, or move to 
another parish, please notify the Parish Office. 

 

Transfiguration Staff 
Br. Philip Wilhelm OFM, in Residence 

Br. Ed Gura OFM, in Residence 

 Sharon Myers, Business Manager       x3102         
 myers.sharon@transfigsfld.org 
 

 Diane Klucka, Director Of Faith Formation         x3112            
 transfigdiane@att.net   
 Stephen C. Siemion, Music Minister                    x3104              
 steve6948180@yahoo.com 
 Br. Eric Seguin OFM, Facilities Manager      x3114 
 breric.seguin@transfigsfld.org 
 Amy Burgin, Parish Secretary       x3100             
 aburgin@transfigsfld.org 
 

Transfiguration Organizations 
 

Men’s Club      John Grden                                 248-355-3953 
 

 

Knights of Columbus    Andrew Martin           734-743-5274 
Meetings: 1st Wednesday of the month, Duns Scotus Room 
3 

 

Usher’s Club     Jack Walton                  248-353-9461 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference -         
                      Debbie Eagenwest   248-416-3468 
 

Secular Franciscans     Sue Hayosh                    248-790-6066 
Meetings: 3rd Sunday of the month in the Duns Scotus Room 
 

Franciscan Outreach Program             248-356-6350 
John Grden, Director 
             Open Monday & Wednesday 
                    9:00 am - 11:30 am 

 
 
 
          Fr. Jeffrey Scheeler OFM, Family Pastor, Moderator 
 248-356-8787 x3107 (Transfiguration)  
 scheelerj@transfigsfld.org 

 

          Fr. Patrick J. Connell, Family Pastor  
 248-541-3762 (La Salette) 
 

          Fr. Paul Chateau, Family Pastor  
 248-545-2310 (Perpetual Help) 
 

          Fr. Tomas Miliauskas, Family Pastor 
 248-354-3429 (Divine Providence) 

 
 
 

 Fr. Jeremy Harrington OFM, Family Vicar 
  248-356-8787 x3101 (Transfiguration) 
  frjeremyh@gmail.com 
 
 
 Rev. Mr. Daniel M. Darga, Family Deacon 
  248-541-3762 
 Rev. Mr. Clem Stankiewicz, Retired Deacon 
  248-541-3762 
 Rev. Mr. Daniel Gonos, Family Deacon 
  248-541-3762 

              Family Clergy 
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The Evening with the 
 Franciscan Friars of  
Transfiguration Parish  
scheduled for February 
4th has been postponed. 

All 9-12th graders are invited to attend RISE! All attending 
teens must be accompanied by an adult chaperone (youth 
minister, high school campus minister, teacher, pastor, par-
ent, etc.). 
 

The event will take place on Sunday, February 6th from 
8:15am-7:15pm at Mercy High School in Farmington Hills. 
The speakers include Dr. Bob Rice, the Culture Project, Bish-
op Cepeda, and Fr. Patrick Gonyeau! Activities include key-
notes, powerful music and worship experiences, two work-
shop opportunities, small group discussion, and Liturgy! 
 

Visit www.risedetroityouth.org  
to learn more and register. 

PRE-PLANNING TOOL AVAILABLE 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

Several months ago, we became aware of 
a tool to help people organize their finan-
cial, legal, and funeral information. We 
received permission to adjust it a bit and 
share it with you. It is simply a tool that 
you, your children, or your attorney might 
find helpful. It is always wise to plan 
ahead, and to keep important information 
in an organized and easily accessible 
place; this tool may help. 

It is organized into two sections. Part one 
is a tool to gather your legal and financial 
information for estate planning; part two 
is a tool to help pre-plan your funeral. If 
you would find this helpful, you are most 
welcome to use it. You can fill it out, put it 
in a safe place, and also share it with your 
loved ones who someday may have to 
make decisions on your behalf.  

Please contact the Parish Office to obtain 
a free of charge copy. 

 ~ Fr. Jeff and Sharon 

St. Thomas Aquinas | Feast Day January 28 

One of the most famous members of the Dominican Order, 
St. Thomas Aquinas (1225 – 1274) is well-known by many for 
his theological work, “The Summa Theologiae.” Born in Italy, 
his mother wanted him to become a Benedictine and had 
high hopes that he would eventually become abbot of Monte 
Cassino, where he spent much of his youth. To change his vo-
cation, she had him kidnapped by his brothers on his way to 
Paris at the age of 19. He spent two years in their captivity. 
Despite this, nothing could shake him from his vocation to 
become a Dominican priest and he was eventually released. 
Once free, he went to Paris and then to Cologne, where he 
finished his studies with Albert the Great.   
His greatest contribution to the Catholic Church is his 
writings. The unity, harmony, and continuity of faith and rea-
son, of revealed and natural human knowledge, encompasses 
his writings. The Summa Theologiae, his last and, unfortu-
nately, uncompleted work, deals with the whole of Catholic 
theology. 
The patron saint of teachers, theologians and students, St. 
Thomas Aquinas died in 1274. His life and the impact he had 
on the whole Church, however, remains alive today.  
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January 9, 2022 
 

           Sunday Collection:       $4,838 
                   Maintenance:           $340 
     Mary Mother of God:             $63 
                         Christmas:           $850 
                            

 

Thank you for continuing to support our 
parish. We are grateful for your contin-
ued generosity! 

If you haven’t returned to Mass you can 
still mail your envelopes to the parish 
office or give online through our website: 

www.transfigsfld.org 

 

 

 

This Week In and Around Transfiguration 
 

Monday, January 24 - Sunday, January 30  2022 
 
 

Monday, January 24 thru Friday, January 28 
12:00 noon Mass 

 

Tuesday, January 25 
Confessions: 10:30 am 

 

Saturday, January 29 
Confessions: 12:00 noon 

 

Saturday, January 29 
4:30 pm Mass 

 

Sunday, January 30 
8:30 am & 11:00 am Masses 

 

Masses will continue to be livestreamed 
Facebook.com @TransfigurationSouthfield                 

 

 

Bridge Group  Monday, January 24  10-3 Dun Scotus Rm 

Knitting and Crocheting Group  Thursdays  10-Noon  DS Rm 

Choir Rehearsal  Thursdays 7pm                                                                                

Religious Education Classes - Sundays  12-1:30  

Everyday Stewardship Thoughts:  Plant Your Works in the Word 

One of the things about Scripture is that even the smallest word and shortest phrase can be critical to the overall mes-
sage. When you take a quiet moment to rest with the Word, you find how quickly the most mundane sentence can 
reach out and grab you, pulling you into a deeper contemplation of some truth you hadn’t even considered until then. 
But we often fail to “listening attentively.” Whether it’s at Mass during the Liturgy of the Word or at home poring over 
the Bible, time after time we find ourselves less mindful than we could be. Our ears accept the sounds of the words 
and our eyes glance over the shape of the letters.  
 

But are we mindful — truly? The best answer is hopefully at least sometimes. There are always tasks to be completed, 
problems weighing on our minds that we can’t quite give over to God. We lose ourselves in these things instead of in 
Scripture. We “clock in” with Bible reading instead of “diving in.”    

We can never forget that the words of the Lord are spirit and life. They are the soil that quickens the seed of all stew-
ardship. There is no mindfulness, no prayer, no graciousness, no gratitude or accountability or sense of commitment 
unless there is the Word.  So let us pray today for mindfulness, that our every action will be grounded in the law of 
God — giving it true spirit and life. 

Christmas Flowers 

The Kendick & Temple Families 

Req. by Annette Temple 
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Readings for the Week of January 23, 2022 
 

Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27/ 
  Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21  
Monday: 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26/Mk 3:22-30 
Tuesday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117: 1bc, 2/Mk 16:15-18 
Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 27-28, 29-30/Mk 4:1-20  
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/Ps 132:1-2, 3-5, 11, 12, 13-14/Mk 4:21-25  
Friday:  2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6a, 6bcd-7, 10-11/Mk 4:26-34  
Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/Mk 4:35-41  
Next Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17 [cf. 15ab]/ 
  1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Parishioners 
Chuck Ahern 
Grace Bostic 

Jeanne Cadotte 
Bob Citron 

Connie Curto 
Bill Cybulski 
Lisa Cybulski 

Robert Darwood 
Arlene Duff 

Kay Flogus-Dailey 
Deborah Durr 

Bernadette Frasier 
Florica Glodean 

Stephanie Berry Horton 
Ellen Kanaby 

Laida Laranang 
Romy Laranang 

Jane Loiselle 
Edith Mansfield 

Ann Massad 
Claude Paquette 
Joanne Paquette 
Jerry Rattenbury 
Mary Rembecki 

 
Marilyn Schepansky 

Dolores Schmidt 
Loretta Wallace 

Elizabeth Yohannes 
 

Friends & Family 
Rose Alma 

Seeketa Anderson 
Donna Armitage 

Christopher Degnan 
Marianne Degnan 

Christopher Dezenski 
Delores Doria 

Natalie Grace Duff 
Donna Frazier 

James Gilmartin 
Jack Gorro 

Peg Hoban-Cameron 
Scott Hotchkin 

Ayden Vander Hulst 
Carole Iheagwara 
Madeline Joseph 

Beverly Kado 
Diane Kaminski 

Rachel King 
Kevin Knight 

Jennifer Krukowski 
Sharie Marrs 

Annette McCormick-Matt 
Joel Petoskey 

Rev. Jerry Rankin 
Giovanni Rankin 

Bob Roman 
Ariel Simmons 

Antoinette Stubbs-Hardy 
Pam Vandalkenburg 

Phyllis Williams 
Scott Withers 

Barb Yanes 
 
 

  Military Service 
 

    Meredith A. Clark, 
                     Captain US Army 

    

                  Airmen Alexandria Rankin 
 

        Remember to pray for 
         the safety of our troops 

 

 
For residents of: 

Evergreen Nursing Center 
Franklin Terrace 

Lahser Hills 
Brookdale 

Lakeland Center 
 

Please contact the office if you have 
a family member who is currently 
serving in the armed forces and 
would like to have them included by 
name. 

We would love to celebrate with you!! 
 

Is there a milestone birthday or anniversary?  
News about your job, school, family? 

Please send us your news so we can share it with our Parish Family. 
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Mass Intentions This Week 
 
 

Monday, January 24: St. Francis de Sales 
12:00  Special Intention—In Thanksgiving                                 req. by Priscilla  
Tuesday,  January 25: Conversion of St. Paul 
12:00     +Ralph Edwards                                              req. by Thomas Harrington  
Wednesday, January 26:  Saints Timothy and Titus 
12:00  +Betty Hendrix                                                        req. by Legion of Mary 
Thursday, January 27: Weekday 
12:00  +Lillian Stubbs  
Friday, January 28:  St. Thomas Aquinas 
12:00  +Margaret Loper                                                   req. by The Batz Family  
Saturday, January 29:  Weekday 

4:30     +Guiancarlo Estupigan                                           req. by The Lim Family 
Sunday, January 30: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30     For the People of the Church of the Transfiguration 
11:00     In Thanksgiving                                                     req. by Maria Shamoun  
  
+ denotes deceased 

Sacristans 
 

January Linens:  Marie Poole 

 

January 28/29 
 

Brookdale & Franklin Terrace 
Sheila Fallon 

 
Lakeland  Center 

Diane Aman 
 

Evergreen Nursing Center 
Sr. Karen Wieleba 

 

Vigil Light Intentions 
Blessed Virgin Mary:  Special Intention 

   St. Anthony:  Special Intention 
Tabernacle Lights:  +Betty Hendrix 

Liturgical Assignments 

 Saturday 

January 29 

4:30 pm 

Sunday 

January 30 

8:30 am 

Sunday 

January 30 

11:00 am 

 

Lector Marie Poole Diane Aman Joan Cash  

Eucharistic 
 Ministers 

Cathy Faris Bona Opatich Mercellina Aguwa  

Altar 
 Servers 

Maria Meldrum Hughes Family Ominisi Sadiq  
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Over 20 Years Experience • Licensed & Fully Insured

THE ORIGINALTHE ORIGINAL
BUDGET TREE SERVICEBUDGET TREE SERVICE

*Not affiliated with any other budget tree service
Tree & Shrub removal • loT ClearingS

Tree & Shrub TrimmingSTorm Damage • FirewooD

 FREE ESTIMATES 800-964-7785 FREE ESTIMATES 800-964-7785
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

*ASK FOR AXEL OR ERIC
30% OFF 30% OFF For Seniors

with coupon • Limit 1  coupon per job • Limited time offer on coupon

A Great Experience A Great Experience 
Of  Family Of  Family 

TogethernessTogetherness

OPEN: 7AM-4PMOPEN: 7AM-4PM
7 DAYS A WEEK7 DAYS A WEEK

19355 W. 10 Mile Rd. • Southfield, MI19355 W. 10 Mile Rd. • Southfield, MI

357-3399357-3399

Servicing Transfiguration
Hot water tanks - toilets
sewers & Drains CleaneD

sump pumps

(248) 542-7850

$20.00 OFF
Any Plumbing Work

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren
313-278-0380

25685 W. 10 Mile Rd
248-356-7625

www.monuments1947.com

Royal Oak 248-541-7000 
Utica 586-731-2411

www.SullivanFuneralDirectors.com

wedding & showers 
holiday parties

reunions • banquets 
funeral luncheons

ELEG ANT BANQUET ROOM
Special Rates For Weeknights 

Cocktail Bar Available
  (248) 354-0121
 Cell (248) 877-1112

26750 west 8 mile rd • southfield
Between Beech & Inkster Rds.

– WWW.VASSELSCATERING.COM –
MICKIEVASSEL@GMAIL.COM

“WE CATER TO         LOCATION”your 

Matthew Brady 

248.515.1414
248.855.2000

Parish Member

Real Estate

Contact Dom DiPasqua to place an ad today! 
ddipasqua@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6637
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For ExcellenceFor Excellence
in Dental Carein Dental Care

Parish Members Parish Members 
since 1990since 1990

David M Clark, David M Clark, DDSDDS
Carolyn L Romzick, Carolyn L Romzick, DDSDDS

Network Providers For Blue Cross, Delta Dental, 
DHA/Assurant, Guardian, Stratose and many others

No Insurance? Ask about our C.A.R.D. Savings Program!
29330 W. Twelve Mile (E. of Middlebelt) 

248-855-4850
 www.drsclarkandromzick.com

 Heeney-Sundquist Funeral Home
 Farmington’s Catholic and Family Owned Funeral Home since 1850
 Traditional Funerals, Cremation & Memorial Services
 248-474-5200
 WWW.HEENEY-SUNDQUIST.COM 23720 FARMINGTON RD • DOWNTOWN FARMINGTON

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Come join us for a chef-prepared meal and see 
why so many seniors love to call Park House 

Southfield home. Just give us a call to let us know 
when you would like to visit and lets setup a date!

(248) 353-5835
 www.ParkHouseSouthfield.com

Enjoy Lunch On Us!

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

SENIOR DISCOUNTS

$20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE

248-213-9248
WaterWorkPlumbing.com

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

For your family’s peace of mind, contact us to begin your advanced planning

www.AJDesmond.com

Troy • Crooks Rd • 248-362-2500
Woodward 

248-549-0500
Troy • Rochester Rd
248-689-0700

25877 Lahser Rd., Southfield, MI 48033

248-352-8556
www.majesticmarket.net

Your Hometown
One-Stop-Shop

Serving Southfield 
for over 30 years!

The Academy...That Provides Education With Support
~ pre-k through 8th grade ~

English / Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies
Plus Much More!

17570 W. 12 Mile Rd., Southfield, MI 48076 | 248-423-4581 | www.crescentacademycharterschool.com

Where Lasting Memories Are Uniquely Yours

24585 Evergreen Rd., Southfield, MI 48075
248-702-5367

www.kempfuneralhome.com


