
3700 Harvey Lake Rd, Highland MI 48356 �

December 13th, 2020 � 3rd Sunday of Advent�

Wayne States Universally�

  'Twas the night before Christmas and all through the 

house... You’ve heard this Christmas classic more *mes 

than you can count. And yet, we enjoy it every *me as 

much as when it was first read to us. Some have ob-

served that there is a lot of Advent hiding in Clement C. 

Moore's poem. We start with the children nestled in 

their beds. Now look at the early Advent Mass readings 

to see what God says about waking from our sleep. The 

reindeer that lead the sleigh could be the prophets of 

old, clearing a path and making the rough ways smooth. 

Then there's St. Nicholas himself, dressed in fur, "all tar-

nished by ashes and soot." It might be a stretch, but one 

could make the case that it represents John the Bap*zer: 

His camel hair clothes covered in the dust and grit of the 

desert. �

�

  It doesn’t appear that Mr. Moore had these symbols in 

mind in when 1823 he wrote the poem. Yet, the poem 

does remind us to keep searching for God; Even when 

and where we least expect to see. him. In a year when 

we learned that we can make due with much less, rather 

than exhaus*ng ourselves in the annual fight against 

rampant consumerism, let's use our energy this year to 

be Advent treasure hunters. To keep seeking, rather, for 

deeper meanings hidden within our customs and tradi-

*ons. With the help of God and guidance from the Holy 

Spirit, we may be surprised by what we find.�

�

  We are certainly not going to find spiritual benefits in 

holiday clearance sales, but we can find hidden ways to 

serve God and our neighbor through these days of prep-

ara*on. In the remaining days of this holy season, open 

the door of your heart. In doing so, you just might find 

what you’ve been looking for all along: The Prince of 

Peace wai*ng to be born in your heart each and every 

day.� �

This year, 5 Christmas Masses are planned. Christmas 

Eve, 4 p.m., 6:30 p.m. and 10 p.m. Christmas Day 9 a.m. 

& 11 a.m. If it is your family tradi*on to aBend the 4 

p.m. on Christmas Eve, in light of the pandemic and to 

avoid overcrowding, please consider aBending one of 

the other Masses. Your help in this regard is much ap-

preciated.      �

�

Take Care, Be Well,�

Fr. Wayne�
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Christmas Offertory�

The contribu*ons you make for Christmas is the one annual collec*on that is 

not assessed 7% for the Archdiocese, as is the case in all of the other offertory 

collec*ons of the year. We are able to keep the en*re Christmas collec*on, as 

long as the dona*ons come in two weeks before or two weeks aFer Christmas 

in your Christmas envelope.�

Holy Spirit Church�

Calendar at a Glance�

�

Monday, December 14�

10am�2pm�Office Open�

11am�AA�

�

Tuesday, December 15�

10am�3pm�Office Open�

10am�Women’s Prayer Group�

�

Wednesday, December 16�

9am�Mass�

10am�3pm�Office Open�

6:30pm�RCIA�

�

Thursday, December 17�

9am�Mass�

10am�3pm�Office Open�

�

Friday, December 18�

9am�Mass�

�

Saturday, December 19�

5pm�Mass�

Holiday Basket Sale�

�

Sunday, December 20�

9am�Mass�

11am�Mass�

Holiday Basket Sale�

�

�

�

�

For those who are s*ll hesitant to come into 

church, we purchased a low cost, short range ra-

dio transmiBer. Mass can be heard on 105.7 FM 

from a vehicle in the parking lot. Unofficially, 

we’re calling it WHSH. (Holy Spirit, Highland).�

Mike’s Musings�

St. John of the Cross was a Priest and Doctor of the Church. He died in Ubeda, 

Spain, on December 14, 1591, was canonized in 1726 and declared a Doctor of 

the Church in 1926. Together with St. Teresa of Avila, he is an outstanding 

teacher of the asce*cal and mys*cal life. He was born John de Yepes at Fon*-

veros, a town between Salamanca and Avila. His father had been disowned by 

his family for marrying beneath his social class and it is possible that he was of 

Jewish decent, as was St. Teresa of Avila. However, John's father died before 

John was one year old and as a result his mother moved to Medina del Campo 

in order to earn a living. There, John studied under the Jesuits and also served 

as an appren*ce for various trades, ending up as a male nurse. John entered the 

Carmelite Order in 1563, and aFer his novi*ate was sent to Salamanca for fur-

ther studies. When he returned to Medina del Compo for his first Mass, he met 

St. Teresa of Avila, who convinced him to join her movement for the reform of 

the Carmelite friars and nuns. John changed his name from John of MaBhias, to 

John of the Cross, and threw himself wholeheartedly into the work of the re-

form, which eventually resulted in the separa*on of the Discalced Carmelites 

(barefooted, or unshod, a term applied to religious congrega*ons of men and 

women who wear sandals as a form of austerity, such as, St. John of the Cross, 

Augus*nians, Clerks of the Holy Cross, Carmelites, St. Francis and St. Clare), 

from the Calced Carmelites. He was even kidnapped and held prisoner at Tole-

do. Discalced Carmelites today number around 4,000 religious. AFer holding 

numerous important posi*ons among the Discalced Carmelites and aFer wri*ng 

his major trea*ses and poems in mys*cal theology� The Ascent of Mt. Carmel, 

The Dark Night of the Soul, The Spiritual Can*cle, The Living Flame of Love� he 

died at Ubeda, as he had predicted, just as the friars were beginning the mid-

night Office.�

�

Yours in Christ�

Deacon Mike�
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Parish Vision: To Be Christ to All.�

Our Mission Statement: Led by the Holy Spirit, we accompany others to encounter Jesus, �

to give witness to Him, and to grow as missionary disciples.  �

�

�

                                                

Weekly Report�

�

Parish Target ……….………………………….……………….$73,817�

Pledged ……………...……………………………….…………..$56,322�

Amount Needed to Reach Goal……….……….……...$17,495�

Thank you for your generous response. �

Please	Prayerfully	Consider�

Adoring	in	Our	Chapel�

We are looking to have the following hours imme-

diately filled.�

� �

Sunday�� 3�4AM, 2�3PM�

Monday� 2�3AM, 3�4AM�

Wednesday� 2�3AM, 3�4AM, 4�5AM, 2�3PM�

Thursday� 5�6AM, 9�10PM�

Friday� � 5�6AM�

Saturday� 5�6AM, 11AM�12PM, 12PM�1PM�

� � �

COVID Cleaning Schedule�

Weekdays 12PM�1PM closed for cleaning�

�

We are always looking for substitute adorers. 

Please call,  Jenna Konarzewski 248�891�1623�

Or Autumn Woodcox 248�872�6607�

The Christmas Wafer (Oplatek)�

The Christmas wafer commemorates a 

custom many centuries old. It is a tradi-

*on among Polish, Slovak, and many 

Lithuanian families, which has been 

adopted by many other ethnic groups. 

The tradi*on is as follows:�

�

AFer grace is said and before siNng 

down to the Christmas Eve (or Christ-

mas Day) meal, all present share the wafer as a symbol 

of love, brotherhood, innocence, and Christ. The father 

(or oldest person present) breaks the wafer with his wife 

(or next oldest person) exchanging wishes for heath and 

happiness. The Oplatek is then broken with others, be-

ginning with the oldest child, also sharing wishes for hap-

piness, health, and good fortune. When the wafer is ac-

cepted, a willingness to forgive and forget is expressed; 

when it is offered to another, a willingness to share is 

denoted.�

�

To help con*nue this beau*ful tradi*on of love and 

peace of the Christmas season, we have Oplatek availa-

ble in the office.�

�

Christmas Eve 

Thursday, December 24th 

Mass—4:00 pM 

Mass—6:30pm 

Mass—10:00pm 

 

Christmas Day 

Friday, December 25th 

Mass—9:00 am 

Mass—11:00 am 

 

 

Holiday office hours 

Closed December 24th—January 3rd 

Christmas 
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Medita#ons for December 13�

John 1:6�8, 19�28�

�

There is one among you whom you do not recognize. 

(John 1:26)�

�

Today is Gaudete Sunday, or “Pink Candle” Sunday, as 

some children call it. It’s a day for rejoicing, to rejoice 

“without ceasing” and “in all circumstances,” St. Paul 

tells us (1 Thessalonians 5:17�18). But why rejoice today? 

Because Jesus is near!�

�

In today’s Gospel, some Jewish leaders are interroga*ng 

John the Bap*st about who he is. John replies that he 

isn’t the Christ who would come to save Israel. He is 

merely tes*fying to him, proclaiming, “Make straight the 

way for the Lord” (John 1:23). But then he turns the con-

versa*on toward them. “There is one among you,” John 

says, “whom you do not recognize” (1:26).�He�is the Mes-

siah. He is so holy that John wouldn’t even un*e his san-

dal. John hoped that they would rejoice that the Messiah 

was near�but these men couldn’t see him.�

�

Jesus is near to us too, but some*mes we have trouble 

recognizing him. In the flurry of our Christmas prepara-

*ons. In our grieving over a deceased loved one. In our 

worries about the future. Our faith tells us that Jesus is 

there, but it feels hard to sense his presence in our 

midst. Even John had trouble: “I did not know him,” he 

says later, but “now I have seen and tes*fied that he is 

the Son of God” (John 1:33, 34).�

�

So who makes the difference? The Holy Spirit. Jesus calls 

him the “Spirit of truth” who guides us to all truth (John 

16:13). The Spirit is the One who makes Jesus present to 

us and helps us understand who he is. John tried to show 

his ques*oners that they were missing something im-

portant. Similarly, the Spirit can open our eyes so that we 

don’t miss seeing Jesus present in our lives.�

�

Jesus isn’t hiding; he gave us the Spirit so that everyone 

can know him. And that’s a reason to rejoice.�

�

“Open my eyes, Holy Spirit. Help me to recognize Jesus 

today.”�

Weekly Offertory Collec#on�

Date           __  Actual          Budget         Over / (Under)�

12/06               $     8,931    $    9,885           ($  954)�

Y�T�D                $231,977     $227,355           $4,622�

This report is based on the Offertory Collec*on line in 

the budget. It includes weekly envelopes, loose and chil-

dren’s collec*on, holy day collec*ons, and online giving. 

It does not include Chris*an Service, fuel, or kitchen 

fund envelopes, the Christmas collec*on, Parish fund-

raisers, grants received, CCE tui*on and fees, or other 

miscellaneous income. It is based on a yearly budget 

where we an*cipate the expenses of the Parish. Just 

because there may be a deficit here, it does not mean 

the Parish is opera*ng at a deficit. To Feel free to direct 

ques*ons to the Parish Finance Council. �

�

The weekly offertory is the life�blood of any parish. We 

have u*lity bills to pay, a large physical plant to main-

tain, staff that we have hired to run our day�to�day op-

era*ons, youth to teach, worship and music ministry to 

support, Chris*an Service neighbors to help. We need 

everyone who can to put something in the offertory bas-

ket each week. We are so grateful for all who do give 

weekly and are consistent contributors. �

�

Readings for Sunday, December 20�

2 Sm 7:1�5, 8b�12, 14a, 16 |�

Rom 16:25�27 | Lk 1:26�38 �

Check us out on Facebook�

Church�of�The�Holy�Spirit��

�Highland,�MI�

Jason Dull & Family�

Morgan Ellio��

Barbara Eschrich�

James Gibson�

Ruthie Glover�

Gonder Family�

Juliann Heidt�

Jim Kelly�

Ken Kost�

Joe Kubani�

John Laskey�

Maurie Luther�

Roberta Luther�

John Matchinski�

Carole Ma�son�

Tom Mitch�

Ed Meyer�

Jeane�e Moran�

Jeff Mummery�

Don Owens�

Josephine Polcyn�

Michael & Pam Polcyn�

Anthony Pilarz�

Cole T. Quirolo, F3�

Joanne Rabideau�

Sylvia Ramirez�

Audrey Schilkey�

Joe & Joey Segedy�

Be�y & Ken Simmons�

Ray Siri�

Lynn Smith�

Courtney Thompson�

Linda Tudman�

Terese Tuohey�

Louie Weglarz�

Debbie Adams�

Greg Azzoli�

Jeannine Aubry�

Alice Beckner�

Brooklyn Bridson�

Amanda Burger�

Kevin Burger�

Joe Camilleri�

Jim Carr�

Jim & Theresa Cerretani�

Margaret Chenier�

Dan Cole�

Jennie Collins�

Nancy Cooper�Bass�

Gayle Crawford�

D’Ambrosi Family�

Pascual Della Torre�

Gen Demey�

Steve Demey�

The names of the sick will be removed in 6 weeks. To re�list, or to add 

a name, please call the parish office at 248�887�5364.  �
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Meet Our Extended Family�

St. Lucy�

Feast Day December 13�

We do not know much about 

the life of St. Lucy as it has 

been lost to history. We 

know that from the earliest 

*me of the Church, her name 

has been held in high regard. 

She, like St. Cecilia, dedicated 

her en*re life to God from an 

early age. She lived during a 

*me of great persecu*on and 

was eventually killed for her faith. We know that she was 

tortured during her execu*on by having her eyes plucked 

out. When she is depicted in art, she is always shown 

holding her eyes on a plaBer as a sign of what she 

suffered for Christ. Martyrs are oFen depicted showing 

some aspect of the death they endured as a reminder to 

us that what was painful in this life, when endured for 

love of Jesus, is transformed into victory and God’s glory 

in heaven. �

52Sundays.com 

Explore the Sunday Gospel �

He came to tes*fy to the Light 

JN 1:6�8, 19�28 A man named 

John was sent from God. He 

came for tes*mony, to tes*fy to 

the light, so that all might be-

lieve through him. He was not 

the light, but came to tes*fy to 

the light. And this is the tes*-

mony of John. When the Jews 

from Jerusalem sent priests and 

Levites to him to ask him, “Who 

are you?” He admiBed and did 

not deny it, but admiBed, “I am not the Christ.” So they 

asked him, “What are you then? Are you Elijah?” And he 

said, “I am not.”“ Are you the Prophet?” He answered, 

“No.” So they said to him, “Who are you, so we can give 

an answer to those who sent us? What do you have to 

say for yourself?” He said: "I am�the voice of one crying 

out in the desert, 'make straight the way of the Lord,'" as 

Isaiah the prophet said.” Some Pharisees were also 

sent.�They asked him, “Why then do you bap*ze if you 

are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?” John an-

swered them, “I bap*ze with water; but there is one 

among you whom you do not recognize, the one who is 

coming aFer me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to 

un*e.” This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, 

where John was bap*zing �

Christian Service Corner 

We are in need of the following items:�

Juice boxes or boBles of juice, Beef Stew, �

Salad Dressing, Mayo, Granola Bars, Dish Soap, Syrup, 

Corn, Peas, Pasta Sauce, Diapers: Sizes  5 & 6�

Pull�Ups size 4/5 Toddler�

Take Time To Chat�

1.� �What does it mean for John the Bap*st to “tes*fy to 

the light”? �

2.� Do you think it was hard for John to admit that he 

wasn’t as important as Jesus? �

3.� What is different at Mass during Advent? �

Family Prayer �

Renewal of Bap*smal Promises In prepara*on for the 

coming of Christ, recite the promises you or your par-

ents made for you at your bap*sm. It is good for dad (or 

mom) to ask the ques*ons and for each child to respond 

individually. Responses are in bold. Parents can ask each 

other these ques*ons as well. �

�

Do you reject Satan? I do. �

�

And all his works? I do. �

�

And all his empty promises? I do. �

�

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth? I do. �

�

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was born of the Virgin Mary was crucified, died, 

and was buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated 

at the right hand of the Father? I do. �

�

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrec*on of the body, and life everlas*ng? I 

do. �

�

God, the all�powerful Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has 

given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and 

forgiven all our sins. May he also keep us faithful to our 

Lord Jesus Christ for ever and ever. Amen �
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Mass	Intentions�

Church of the Holy Spirit�

3700 Harvey Lake Road �

Highland, Michigan 48356 �

248�887�5364    Fax: 248�889�1374�

www.holyspirithighland.com�

�

(Vicariate of the Lakes)�

�

Rev. Wayne Ureel, Pastor�

Michael Somervell, Deacon �

�

Mass Schedule�

�

SATURDAY � 5:00 p.m., SUNDAY � 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

HOLY  DAY � 9:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.�

CONFESSIONS � Saturday, By Appointment Only�

�

Parish Offices�

Business Manager:�

 Kay Young � Kayoung@holyspirithighland.com………..248�887�5364�

Pam Glover � Glover@holyspirithighland.com………......248�889�5888�

 Fax……………………………………….………………………...………..248�889�1374�

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m. �2:00 p.m. Mon.�Thur.�

RCIA: Ron Shankin…...…..………...…..……………..…….248�245�1608�

Stephen Ministry: ………………………...………………….248�887�5364�

ChrisDan Service: Gayle Greene………………………...248�887�1441�

�

Faith Forma2on�

Director of Faith FormaDon: �

 Jillian Peck � Jillian@holyspirithighland.com………248�887�1634�

�

Youth Ministry & SAGS�

Julie Owens………………………………..………….………….248�887�0027�

Jojo Kind………………………………..…….…………………..248�887�0027�

Email………….…………...………………..TAG@holyspirithighland.com�

 �

 Minister of Music �

David Popovits � Music@holyspirithighland.com…810�629�8807�

�

Pastoral Council�

Meets the 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. �

Bap2sms�

Contact Deacon Mike at 248�887�8813                             �

Marriages�

Contact Fr. Wayne 6 months before your wedding date.�

�

Bulle2n Deadline: Thursday at noon�

�

Changing your address or phone number?  Please no2fy the office 

when making these changes.�

�

Saturday, December 19:�

5:00 p.m. � Mary Pat Chynoweth�

�

Sunday, December 20:�

9:00 a.m. � Mike Perrera�

11:00 a.m. � Cindie Audia�

Lector	Schedule�

Monday, December 14�

Nm 24:2�7, 15�17a | Mt 21:23�27     �

�

Tuesday, December 15�

Zep 3:1�2, 9�13 | Mt 21:28�32      �

    �

Wednesday, December 16�

Is 45:6b�8, 18, 21c�25 | Lk 7:18b�23      �

  9:00 a.m. (PPP) Fred & Phyllis Ruggles�

  9:00 a.m. Inten*ons of the Muldoon & Winters Family�

�

Thursday, December 17�

Gn 49:2, 8�10 | Mt 1:1�17     �

  9:00 a.m. (PPP) Fred & Phyllis Ruggles�

  9:00 a.m. Our Parish�

  �

Friday, December 18�

Jer 23:5�8 | Mt 1:18�25      �

  9:00 a.m. (PPP) Fred & Phyllis Ruggles�

  9:00 a.m. Deceased  Members of the �

� � Ciemiega & Hobbs Families�

  9:00 a.m. +Bill Devers�

�

Saturday, December 19�

  5:00 p.m. (PPP) Fred & Phyllis Ruggles�

  5:00 p.m. +Vincent Spampinato�

  5:00 p.m. +Rebecca Pirie�

�

Sunday, December 20�

  9:00 a.m. (PPP) Fred & Phyllis Ruggles�

  9:00 a.m. Diane Helou�Birthday Blessings�

  9:00 a.m. +Ka*e Leddy�

11:00 a.m. (PPP) Fred & Phyllis Ruggles�

11:00 a.m. In Thanksgiving�
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~ Parish Member ~

Roofing & Remodeling, Inc.
(248) 889-5164 • (810) 227-9792

For all your roofing needs
www.renovationsroof.com

Huron Valley Furniture

684-2265 | Downtown Milford
www.huronvalleyfurn.com

Your Headquarters For 
Amish Hardwood Furniture

EYECARE CONNECTION
QUALITY EYEWEAR/PERSONAL SERVICE

2942 E. Highland Rd. (248) 887-4175
In Highland Corners at Duck Lake Rd.

 9135 Highland Rd. Ste 7 (248) 666-9700
White Lake • East of Fisk Rd.

233 S. Milford Rd. • Highland, MI 48357
Phone: 248-887-9392
www.fragmentsstore.com

• LOW WAIT TIMES 
• CONVENIENT LOCATION AND HOURS 
• WALK-INS WELCOME 
• WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

2786 E. Highland Rd, Highland, MI 48356 
Located at the Corner of Duck Lake And Highland Rds 248-887-7877 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
248-698-9700 fax: 248-698-1950

9260 Elizabeth Lake Road • White Lake, MI 48386
service.mi@mulliganheating.com • www.mulliganheating.com

MULLIGAN 
HEATING, INC.

2948 E. Highland Ave, Highland 
 — 248-529-6644  —

LOONEYLOONEY
BAKERBAKER

TheThe

THIS SPACE IS

WATER SOFTENERS • DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS • BOTTLED WATER • SALT • FILTERS
810.632.2000

872 N. Old US 23, • Brighton

248.642.2000
7766 Highland Rd, • Waterford

BeauchampWater.com

 • Septic Tanks
 • Excavating
 (driveways, basements)
 • Drain Field Work

Let The King Clean Your “Throne”Let The King Clean Your “Throne”
Over 20 Years Experience

(248) 887-7261(248) 887-7261

Elton Black & Son Funeral Home
Offering compassionate services to parish families for over 57 years

 Highland Chapel Union Lake Chapel
 248-889-1500 248-363-7135

Funeral Directors:
William Wozniak • Drew Kasprzyk • Anna M. Buresh • Samantha Bone

 Kevin L. Trovini
 realtor®, rene, cmrs
 

(928) 848-2204
TroviniRealtorMI@gmail.com

VETERAN
Parish Member

“Caring for You, like Family!”
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 A&M PLUMBING
 Water Heaters • Water Softeners
	 Backflow	Prevention
	 New	Construction	•	Remodeling
	 Free	Estimates	•	Senior	Discounts

 Michael Hassett, Owner
 248-240-0384 • Holly, MI

Over	30	years	of	experience!

ZELONY WELL DRILLING
Residential - Commercial - Irrigation

WELLS - PUMPS - TANKS
2 to 6 Inch Wells

Emergency Service Available
Phone Answered Live 24-7

 Parish Member 248-887-0303

Contact Judee Nelson to place an ad today! 
JNelson@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6319 

Holy Spirit Church
www.holyspirit-highland.com

The Neighborhoods of White Lake   
Long-Term Assisted Living, Rehabilitation & 
Wellness And Memory Care In White Lake  

NeighborhoodsofWhiteLake.org  (248) 618-4100

BOGIE LAKE
GREENHOUSE INC.

Annuals • Perennials
1525 Bogie Lake Rd.

White Lake
248-887-5101


