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We celebrate today the 245

th

 birthday of our country. It is an occasion that should cause us to give thanks to God for 

the blessings of liberty, precious blessings which have been won for us by those who have stood up, fought, and 

even died that we might be free. On this day, we are also emerging from the pandemic that has caused so many 

trials, upended so many lives, and taken so many loved ones from us. We owe a special debt of gratitude to the 

scientists who have developed the vaccines that are now protecting us and enabling us to return to a semblance of 

normal life. 

 

Along with these blessings, we are unfortunately in a time of great political polarization, perhaps deeper than at any 

time in decades.  Six months ago, we saw a violent attack on the Capitol aimed at interfering with the official counting of the electoral 

votes by Congress. Whatever one’s political views, such actions cannot characterize our approach to advancing them. 

 

Our founding fathers, while they were passionate about democracy, were also passionate about handling differences through 

reasoned debate. The Declaration of Independence, while rhetorically stirring, is also an eminently reasonable document, arguing 

that a legitimate government is one that derives its powers from the consent of the governed. That consent is expressed by voting for 

our leaders, whether local, state, or national. Attempts to make it more difficult to vote can only weaken our democracy. 

 

We need to recognize that there will always be differences of opinion among us, but we must resist the calls to view others as 

enemies, or even wish them harm. Death threats to election officials and their families, for example, are inexcusable. We need to 

examine our own assumptions, as well as those of others, with a critical eye, and not listen only to those who agree with us. 

 

Isaiah said that we must reason together. He did not say that whoever shouts the loudest wins. 

May God give us the patience, the courage, and the persistence to seek peace among ourselves, even among our disagreements. 

May God bless America and preserve our democracy! 

  

                        HOMETOWN SCORN 

                        14th Sunday in Ordinary Time [B] 

 

Despite the swelling crowds from Jesus’ remarkable demonstrations of divine power, today’s Gospel account 

describes a hometown reaction that is less than enthusiastic (Mark 6:1-6).  

 

Jesus’ own townsfolk only are able see Him as one of their own and nothing more. They remind one another 

they know Jesus’ mother and His family (v. 3). They are unable to recognize the presence of God in Jesus’ 

words and actions. Jesus only is viewed as one of their local people, not permitting God to be the Mystery that must always 

be.  

 

This moves Jesus to utter his famous phrase: “A prophet is not without honor except in his native place and among his own 

kin and in his own house” (v. 4). 

 

How true these words ring in many of our own situations. There remains a tendency to cut down the charismatic person who 

harbors the courage and vision to raise questions to the established order. There remains stubborn insistence both within the 

Church as well as beyond Her to cling desperately to what can be controlled, ignoring and dismissing far too many good and 

gifted people.    

 

The Kingdom of God cannot break into a world which refuses to see the presence of God even in the most habitual and 

familiar people and events.  

 

The experience of Jesus in his own hometown often is repeated in the experience of Jesus in the hometown of His Church. 

Stubbornly insisting we know how things should be in our minds and hearts hardens us against God’s mysterious workings 

and prophetic voices that surprise and unsettle. Intentional disciples tirelessly seek to find God in all things, rising above their 

own comfort and allowing God’s ways to astonish.  

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Nearly 20 years ago, my Aunt Joan donated her kidney to my dad. Aunt Joan was the youngest of the six Nuss kids and my dad was 

the oldest. Her loving generosity gave my dad an extra 11 wonderful years of life.  

 

Friends, I recently became aware of long-time Little Flower member Michael Dastoli who is in need of a kidney 

transplant. Michael was one of the very first people I met when I arrived at Little Flower and I remain grateful to him for 

his acceptance of me along with the entire Dastoli family whose impact upon our parish is lasting. Please join me in 

praying for Michael and all of those who are battling life-threatening illness. I also am eager to share Michael’s blood 

type is O-positive and if anyone wishes to learn more about possibly helping Michael, please call the Ohio State 

Comprehensive Transplant Center at (800) 293-8965, option #3.   

FATHER CHRIS HUDGIN, OSFS � ASSOCIATE PASTOR�

�

FATHER DAVE NUSS�

�
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ENGAGING DISCIPLES�

Fireworks! It is a little hard for me to 

adjust to the fact that I already heard 

fireworks at least two weeks before the 

Fourth of July! Perhaps it has served as a 

helpful reminder that July was quickly 

approaching. 

 

Fireworks are quite interesting when you 

think about it.  I seek them out for enjoyment and 

admiration. Their beauty can be breathtaking. They can 

also serve as a wonderful catalyst for bringing groups 

together – after all, who goes out to an isolated spot and 

sets off fireworks just for themselves? On the other hand, 

fireworks can be startling. If I am not expecting them, they 

can even be frightening. If I do not know the source of the 

loud noise, it can be quite jarring. In either case, I do not 

think of fireworks as being an everyday occurrence; they 

seem to mark an occasion as a special event or 

celebration. 

 

So, too, in the spiritual life, I can experience fireworks – 

those special graces through which God seeks to get 

my attention. I may go out seeking these graces, looking 

for the consolation that accompanies them. At other times, 

when I least expect it, they may startle me. I may be taken 

off guard by a particularly tender memory that touches the 

very core of my being. I may be jolted by a conviction 

based on a Gospel reading I hear. I may experience the 

felt presence of God in a somewhat unexpected way. God 

speaks to me in a variety of ways, and sometimes the 

fireworks of His love and mercy may be His way of 

getting my attention or an expression of His grace that 

simply cannot be contained! 

 

Imagine the joy of our Loving God when He sees us 

delighting in the fireworks of grace He sends into our 

lives! What fireworks have you experienced lately? 

�

For our Sick 

Hold these sick in Your healing love... 

Genelle Hardy-Hayden, Elaine Konz, Daroll Billick, Carrie 

Billick, Jim DeRaedt, Fran Rogalski, Matt Steffin, Juanita 

Blankenship, Melissa Capponi, Anthony Silvestri, Joan Hoag 

Gilliland, Michael Dastoli, Rodolfo Barboza, Shirley 

Szalkowski, Savanna Wylie, Mindy Koralewski, JoAnn Miller, 

Kathleen Kennedy, Luette Pawlaczyk, Mary Burchette, Lila 

Szparka, Joseph Feustle, Terry M., Jennifer Albaugh,  Ayden 

Carter Reams, JoAnn Kennerly, Benita Hartman, Joseph 

Hartman, Tim Brunner, Matthew Ward, Tim Keating, Linda 

Lea Barron, Richard Madrzykowski, Rose Koralewski, Marie 

Sharp Bryant, Edward Czechowski, Jr, Jim Ochs, Mitch 

Gaynor, Bob & Carol Caswell, Kathy Healy, Tiffany Parent, 

Barb Spears, Bernard Leite, Rusty Szkowny, Alice Resnick, 

Wanda Beczynski, Terry Szperski, Laura Fullum, Jim Tierney, 

Jackie Polzin 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER�

For our Military 

Bless and protect these military who  

serve  us with honor and dignity... 

Frederick Geck; Christine Farynaz, Patrick Langenderfer, 

Dylan Coy, Brianna Vargo, Aidan Barnovsky, Christopher 

Davis, Kevin Jenq, Samuel Nusbaum, Stephen Kretz, Jason 

Arndt, Kevin Kretz, Dustin Jeffrey, Chase Rogalski, Joseph 

Diehl, Shane Kohtz, Ciara (Gentle) Stevenson-Knight, Corey 

Browne,  Kevin W. Smith, David M. Lambert, Chelsea 

Holmes, James Jagodzinski, Dominique & Nate Davis, James 

Waddington, Patrick Bishop, Luke Tillman 

SACRED SCRIPTURE IN CONTEXT 

 

Ezekiel 2:2-5 

In the First Reading, the prophet Ezekiel is sent precisely to those in the community who have instigated scandal; 

that is, those described as deserters, apostates, obstinate, rebels and hard of heart. Notice carefully that political 

compromise is not God’s command to the prophet for there can be no compromises with any of them. The 

prophet is compelled to make known God’s truth and is unconcerned about the success or failure of his mission – 

only delivering God’s message.  

 

Mark 6:1-6 

People in Jesus’ hometown cause scandal in the Gospel Reading. While they are amazed at Jesus’ teaching, 

they cannot figure how where he got it. Even though they admit Jesus’ words and actions are far beyond them, 

they rebuff Him by their knowledge of His family and His earlier life among them. After all, they say, He is nothing 

more than an ordinary carpenter.    

 

For our Recently Baptized 

Strengthen the faith of these newly baptized  

 

Callan Christie 

Son of Matthew and Kathryn 
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ACTS: All women who have made the ACTS retreat at any 

time over the past eight years are invited to join a discussion 

and sharing on “You Are Enough" (What Women of the 

Bible Teach you about your Mission and Worth)” by Danielle 

Bean. The group will meet in the St. Francis Room each 

Tuesday in July (and Aug. 3) from 7:00-8:00pm. It is not 

necessary to purchase the book or to attend every session. 

Come, and share in the community that is ACTS here at 

Little Flower! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORMED: We here at Little Flower have been blessed with 

the priestly service of several Oblates of St. Francis de 

Sales: Father Tom Landgraff, Father Chris Hudgin, and 

several others who have helped out over the years. Through 

them, we have been graced with the spirituality of this gentle 

and strong Friend of God. 

In this four-part series, St. Francis De Sales: Character of 

a Christian, Dr. Ben Akers and Dr. Christopher O. Blum sit 

down to discuss St. Francis de Sales, his best-known work 

The Introduction to the Devout Life, and the character of a 

Christian revealed through his life’s witness and writings. We 

hope you enjoy this new series on an incredible counter-

reformation saint who truly is a gift of God to the universal 

Church and from whom we can learn much today.  https://

watch.formed.org/st-francis-de-sales-character-of-a-christian  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are excited that we can offer our Youth Faith 

Formation programs IN PERSON in the fall. Please visit our 

parish website www.littleflowertoledo.org 

to access the easy online registration form. The same form 

is used for Catechesis of the Good Shephered (K-5th Gr.) 

and Purpose (6th-8th Gr.) Further instructions and a 

calendar will be available later this summer. THANK YOU!                                  

www.littleflowertoledo.org/nextgen/children or  

www.littleflowertoledo.org/nextgen/middleschool. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the week of July 4, 2021 

Sunday: Ez 2:2-5/Ps 123:1-2, 2, 3-4 [2cd]/2 Cor 12:7-10/Mk 

6:1-6a 

Monday: Gn 28:10-22a/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15 ab [cf. 2b]/Mt 

9:18-26 

Tuesday: Gn 32:23-33/Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 15 

[15a]/Mt 9:32-38 

Wednesday: Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Ps 33:2-3, 10-

11, 18-19 [22]/Mt 10:1-7 

Thursday: Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Ps 105:16-17, 18-

19, 20-21 [5a]/Mt 10:7-15 

Friday: Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40 

[39a]/Mt 10:16-23 

Saturday: Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7 [cf. 

Ps 69:33]/Mt 10:24-33 

Next Sunday: Am 7:12-15/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/Eph 

1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13 

 

�

     Liturgical Publications, Inc. 

 

                 

  �

  �
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PARISH HAPPENINGS�

Little Flower Men:  Another great night coming up as we 

resume in-person fellowship at July Men's Night  --

  Saturday,  July 10 -- 7-9pm in-person in the St. Francis 

Room.  We'll share an engaging talk from former NFL player 

Matt Birk called The Intersection of Faith and Football.  As a 

former center for the Minnesota Vikings and Baltimore 

Ravens, Matt shares his story about the special place football 

has had in his life in bringing him back to his Catholic 

faith.  With his gift of humor and candidness, Matt reminds us 

that much like football, the fundamentals of our faith never 

change.  What does change is the extent to which we allow 

those fundamental teachings to be the center of our life and to 

guide us as strong men of faith in our world.  Appetizers and 

drinks will be provided, so come and enjoy plenty of fellowship 

with other Christ-centered men as we strengthen each other 

to be the spiritual leaders God calls us to be.  Also . . . mark 

your calendar for the next Men's Night -- Saturday, August 

14 -- 7-9pm (location to be announced 

soon).  Questions?  Email to Ed Gillig, Eric Zatko or Paul 

Figliomeni at lfmensnight@gmail.com.       

 

 

 

 

 

BOY SCOUTS: The Boy Scouts – Troop 

222 – are once again meeting on Monday 

evenings at 6:30pm. If you are interested in 

learning more about scouting either as a 

scout participant or as a volunteer, please 

contact Jim Bishop at 419.531.1907. 

 

 

�

 

 

 

The Little Flower Men's Club's Red Smith Scrambles Golf 

Outing, The date is Saturday, August 14, held at Whiteford 

Valley with a 8am shotgun start.  The price is $65 per golfer 

which would include golf fees, cart, steak luncheon, 

beverages, team and door prizes.  If you would like to support 

this social event and can captain a team of four (men, women 

or mixed), please contact Bob Darmofal at 419-536-9955 or e

-mail Bob at  rtdarm@bex.net.  If you want to be a Hole 

Sponsor for $40, or are able to donate a door prize or two, 

contact Tom Coy at 419-902-6525 or at tjcoylf@aol.com. 

"Thank You" for your support! 

  �

�

  

Everyone is welcome to attend an open meeting for 

information on the annual Rummage sale on July 14, 2021 

in the St Francis Room at 1:00pm   Please plan on 

attending if you plan to volunteer, assist workers or have 

any helpful input.  Hope to see you there!  

 

Drop off dates are July 22 and 23 

 

Sale dates are July 29, 30 and 31.  

 

 

The emergency Covid restrictions have been lifted in Ohio and 

operations at the St Vincent de Paul Society are approaching 

normal. We are now accepting and distributing gently used 

summer clothing as well as housewares! Our food pantry is 

continuing to serve twice a week which is a big help to those 

who do not receive government benefits but have not quite 

returned to full employment. We continue to see a rise in 

requests for financial aid for those threatened with evictions or 

utility shut-offs. In the past year, we have given a record amount 

of money for those struggling with financial issues. Many were 

unable to work due to child-care issues, especially those with 

school-age children. Others found their usual avenues of income 

closed to them as hours and jobs were cut back. Now many of 

our neighbors are looking for new jobs and finding it difficult to 

meet monthly expenses in the interim.  

 

Many within our parish boundaries were unable to access grant 

monies earmarked for help because a large section of our parish 

lies outside the city of Toledo boundaries and the guidelines 

required them to live within the city limits.  The financial aid 

counselors at St. Vincent de Paul 

offer a listening ear, referrals to other 

agencies where appropriate, and bill 

payment as needed. Our neighbors 

are very grateful for all we do. Very 

often they offer us, and you our 

benefactors, a heartful thank-you and 

God bless you for all your help! The 

SVdP volunteers heartily echo that 

sentiment. 

 

 

I want to thank all those who attended the 11:00 Mass and 

reception on June 13 and helped me celebrate the 40

th

 

anniversary of my ordination to the priesthood. Thanks 

especially to those who took the time to send a card or gift. 

I have enjoyed the last ten months at Little Flower getting to 

know you. I feel  blessed to be a part of this community! 

Fr. Chris  

  �

  �

FATHER CHRIS HUDGIN�
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MASS SCHEDULE�

 

Saturday, July 3 

7:30 am  Men’s Bible Study (SFR) 

3:00 pm  Confessions (SFR) 

4:30 pm   Mass - Florence Stieber; Louis A. Silvestri; Rodrigo 

  Martinez, Sr. 

Sunday, July 4 

 8:30 am   Mass - John Paszek; Louise Queenen; Mike 

  Kolodzaike 

11:00 am  Mass - Ed McDermott; Rose and Vincent Glorioso; 

  Living Intention for Delbert Ray Blankenship 

 4:00 pm   Confessions (SJPII)   

 5:30 pm   Mass - Little Flower Parishioners 

Monday, July 5 

PARISH OFFICES CLOSED�

 8:15 am   Mass - Spinelle Family; Maria Hurtado 

 Tuesday, July 6 

 8:15 am   Mass - Larry and Kathryn Allegrini 

 6:30 pm   Bingo (OCC) 

 7:00 pm   Women’s ACTS Book Study (SFR) 

Wednesday, July 7 

 8:15 am   Mass - Vera Ott; Jesse Cortez 

 8:45 am   Adoration 

 6:00 pm   Holy Hour for Life  

 6:30 pm   Rosary 

 6:50 pm   Benediction 

 7:00 pm   Confessions (SJPII) 

Thursday, July 8 

 7:00 pm  Mass - Paul Steman 

Friday, July 9 

Saturday, July 10 

 7:30 am  Men’s Bible Study (SFR) 

 3:00 pm  Confessions (SJPII) 

 4:30 pm  Mass - Florence Stieber; Dick Gasiorowski; Bernie 

  Albert; Paul Hock; John and Irene Sobota 

 7:00 pm  Men’s Night (SFR) 

Sunday, July 11 

 8:30 am   Mass - Little Flower Parishioners 

11:00 am  Mass - Terry Stewart; Stephen J. Kaptur; Larry 

  Allegrini 

 4:00 pm   Confessions (SJPII) 

 5:30 pm   Mass - Benita Nowowiejski 

 

 

A1,2,3 � Atriums�

CH � Church�

EDC � Ext. Day Care Room�

SJPR � Saint John Paul II Room�

MMR � Music Ministry Room�

NX � Narthex�

LFC � Conference Room�

PH � Parish House�

SBG � St. Benedict Gallery�

SCR � St. Clare Room�

SFR � St. Francis Room�

OCC � O’Grady Community Center�

OCR � O’Grady Comm. Room�

FACILITIES ROOM KEY�

MASS TIMES AND SACRAMENTS�

�

Mass Times 

Saturday: 4:30 pm 

Sunday: 8:30 am; 11:00 am; 5:30 pm 

Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday: 8:15 am Thursday: 7:00pm 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 

Wed 7-8pm; Sat 3-4pm; Sun 4-5pm 

 

Baptism 

Please contact the Parish Center. 

 

Marriage 

Please contact the Parish Center at least six months 

prior to your wedding date. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

If you or a loved one are seriously ill or facing surgery, 

please contact the Parish Center. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Wednesday 8:45am-6:00pm | Holy Hour for Life 6:00pm 

�

�

419.537.6655; Fax: 419.537.1469 

www.littleflowertoledo.org;  

Office open Monday-Thursday9a-5p; Friday 9a-1p 

 

Father Dave Nuss, Pastor  

 dnuss@littleflowertoledo.org 

Father Chris Hudgin, OSFS, Associate Pastor 

 chudgin@littleflowertoledo.org 

Deacon Doug Bullimore, Permanent Deacon,    

 dbullimore@littleflowertoledo.org 

Tom Williams, Director of Music and Liturgy 

 twilliams@littleflowertoledo.org 

Sister Marilyn Marie Ellerbrock, SND,  

 Director of Faith Formation and Evangelization

 mellerbrock@littleflowertoledo.org 

Liz Stieber, Director of Finance and Operations 

 lstieber@littleflowertoledo.org 

Deb Kelleher, Coordinator - Catechesis of the Good 

 Shepherd 

 dkelleher@littleflowertoledo.org 

Laurie Fitzpatrick, Administrative Assistant 

 parishcenter@littleflowertoledo.org 

Lexy Burzynski, Sacramental Administrative Assistant 

 lburzynski@littleflowertoledo.org 

Missy Gillig, Bookkeeper 

 mgillig@littleflowertoledo.org 

Jim Woods, Pastoral Care of the Sick  

 jwoods@littleflowertoledo.org 

 

Saint Benedict Catholic School 

419.536.1194; www.stbenedicttoledo.org 

Office open Monday-Friday, 8:00 am – 3:30 pm 

Patrice Tscherne Principal 

 ptscherne@stbenedicttoledo.org 

Lyn Willinger, Administrative Assistant 

 lwillinger@stbenedticttoledo.org 

Little Flower Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

419.531.5268; Open Wednesday & Friday, 10a – noon 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday noon 

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM�

To report any suspected or actual sexual abuse of a minor by Diocesan 

personnel: http://toledodiocese.org/page/protecting�youth�victim�

assistance. �

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available in the 

� St. John Paul II Room Wed 7�8pm; Sat. 3�4pm�

and Sunday 4�5pm�


