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“... their hearts are far from me.”

The Pharisees and their predecessors had formulated many rules, which
they felt would help people keep God’s law. But the letter of the law can
become everything, and its spirit nothing. Jesus challenges the Pharisees
to recognize that they have gone off track. “This people honors me with
their lips,” he quotes, “but their hearts are far from me.” Probably Jesus’
purpose is to recall the Pharisees to their duty—reminding them that inte-
rior dispositions have more value than pious exterior actions. Mark’s pur-
pose may have been different, since he seems to have written for the
Christian community in Rome, which was partly Gentile. Mark may have
been chiefly interested in what Jesus said about Jewish dietary laws.

And what is the Church’s purpose in presenting this Gospel reading to us
today? Although we might have the attitudes that Jesus warned against—
exterior piety, interior vice—this Gospel could have another message for
us: Where is our heart? Where do our thoughts roam? What do we do for
enjoyment, and how often? Are we addicted to some substance or activi-
ty? A person can be addicted to far more than tobacco, drugs, and alco-
hol. Other addictions, for example, could be greed, envy, and other vices
mentioned in this Gospel passage, as well as certain foods or favorite
types of novels, films, TV shows, and other forms of entertainment. Not
all diversions are addictions, but if they interfere with our responsibili-
ties—the duties of our state in life—they become problematic. In all this,
how much room is there for God? It’s a challenge to keep God in the
forefront of our lives. The First Commandment states: “you shall not
have other gods besides me” (Ex 20:3). Following this commandment
can be difficult, because we don’t see God. Praying, reading Scripture
and spiritual books, and contemplating nature or sacred images are all
means of keeping in touch with God, so that he may never find our hearts
“far from” him.

Our desire should be to want to give the Lord God the place in our lives
that He deserves and carry out the duties of our state for love of Him. Let
us pray to overcome any addictions or diversions that interfere with our
relationship with God or with our other responsibilities. God is the reason
and goal of our existence. May our deepest desire be to stay close to Him.

Deacon Kevin

worship in service to God and neighbor.

phuc vu tha nhan.

Parish Mission Statement: The Combined Catholic Community of Our Lady of Grace and St. Cletus, led by Jesus Christ
and His Good News, endeavors to be renewed in Spirit, grow in faith, and live the Gospel. We invite all people to join us in joyful

St Mang ciia Gido Xt: Gido xtr két hop hai cong doan Cong gido Dtiic Me Ban On Lanh va Thanh Cletus, dudi su dan dat cua
Chua Giésu Kit6 va anh sang Phic 4m, quyct tAm doi méi trong Chua Thanh Than, dé cung nhau tang truéng trong duc tin, song
chung ta dé loan bao Tin mung. Gido xr Xin moi goi tat ca moi nguoi dén cung hoan hi hi¢p thong trong viéc tho phuong Chua va
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Minister’s Schedule Sept. 4th & Sept. 5th

4:00PM 9:00AM 12:00PM
Presider |Fr- Hoang Fr. Hoang Fr. Hoang
Deacon Dcn. Kevin Decn. Kevin
N/A N/A N/A

Extra.

EMs

Lectors Volunteer Volunteer Dang Duyen
Nguyen Thanh Son
Hoang Bich Nhung

Altar Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer

Servers

Hospitali- | Volunteer Volunteer Cuc Phan

ty

Mass Intentions

Mon. Pé]:l ust 30th

:30am
+Maggie Frankland by Ron & Rebecca Frankland
August 31st

:00 pm
Pray I%or family souls by Quoc Nguyet, +Soul of Joseph
Kevin Nguyen Dan by wife & Phuong My
Seé)tember Ist
8:30 am

Tues.

Wed.
Pray for vocations to the religious life

Thur. September 2nd
8:?0 am

+Those who have died from Coronavirus

Fri. Seytember 3rd
8:30 am

For the people of the parish

Sat. Se:Ptember 4th
8:30 am

For the deceased parishioners of Our Lady of Grace

4:00 pm
+J. am%s Reed by family, +-Ben, +Becky, & +Anne Wickard
by Ron & Rebécca Frankland

September 5th The 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 am
+Joseph & +Rose Chmura by daughter

12:00 pm

+Soul of Genevieve Ton Nu Nhung Dich,

+Soul of Phao Lo Nguyen Huu Dat,

+Soul of Maria Vu Thi Vinh, +L.H. An Ton Nguyen Huu
Dich by the Ngo’s,

For family peace & health, success at work, +souls of
Daminh & Teresa by Yen Tran,

All Intentions announced today.

Sun.

FOR THOSE IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS
Sophia Adams, Julie Ambris, Richard Barner, Joanne
Bergmoser, Janet Bishop, Andrew Bisson, the Boyce
Family, Richard Brochu, Don Bruzdewicz, Christine
Buhay, Gloria Castro, Erika W. Cavanaugh, Ruth Ann
Clancy, Rita Dahmen, Shawn Doan, Anne Doan, Laurie
Dodge, Pat Drobek, Alantra Dulkiewicz, John Fornelli,
Al Fracassa, Caroline Fredal, Mary Fromm, Thomas Gaj-
da, Sylvia Gentile, Rose Giacolone, Lorraine Gianfermi,
Weldzl Gilbert, Gregg Golden, Christine Gorski, Euncik
Gorski, Larry Gorski, Marie Gregory, Carl Hahn, Maria
Hang Ha, Rob & Chelsea Hartman and baby girl, Becky
Hertzberg, Julie Hertzberg, Rose Jenion, Louise Heyza,
Melissa Jones, Susan Joseph, Carol Karain, Tom Kijek,
Susan Korolowicz, Ann Koval, Dennis Krass, Judy
Kupiec, Margaret Kurkowski, Gregory Kruk, Suzanne
Kyc, Charna Latosz, Sue Loffreda, Lynn Macieczni,
Anthony and Jan Mazzenga, Keith McCrudden, Brian
McGee, Julie McLachlan, Annette Lesperance Momney,
Veronica Morrison, Linda Nardechia, Thuan Maria Ngu-
yen, Sean Norris, Gordon Olis, Lorraine Osinski, Leon-
ard Parada, Mark Parks, Anita Parks, Mary Ann
Pazdiora, Callan Pen, Kristen Peterson, Nancy Phillips,
Judy Pienta, Joann Plachta, Amy Raggio, Lagrimas
Saens, Audrey Salet, Rosa Maria Santos, Kay Schutte,
Gary Sheretko. Theresa Terzo, Batolomeo Dinh Tran,
Tham Thi Tran, Patricia Waligora, Thaeer H., Matthew
M., Lillian H., Anna Warner Mayes, Krisztina Kortuesi,
The Haio family, The Arabbo family, Maria Kim Vu,
Leilani Ware, John Wessels, Suzanne Wessels, Pat
Wojnarowski, Sophia, Karyn Suwinski, Leilsni Ware.
Angela Yancey, Cheryl Ymiszewski, Yvette Zubeck, and
all home bound brothers and sisters, that God’s healing
hands will touch them. To update, call the office at
586-55-1313.

Cau cho ciac Anh Chj Em
dang mang bénh tai tu gia,
nha thwong hay cac vién
dwong lao:

Anh Tho, c6 Anna Huong, ¢6 Terésa Linh,
ong Bach, anh Thac Lam, anh M¢1, anh
Phérd Tran Thai, ba Maria Lé Thi Hong, ¢
Maria Kim Vii, ¢c6 Maria Ng6 Thi Thu Thuy,
John Fornelli (fo nel lee), ba Bao Lé, ong
Dung Nguyén, ¢6 Van Tran, ba Nguyén Thi
Loi, anh Ha Dién Quang, c6 La Vonne, anh
Pat L¢, co Nguyén Thi Lan, anh Phong
Dang, Bac Anné Bang Thi Thuan.
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COVID, Catholics and Conscience

Michael Warsaw August 20, 2021

As uncertainty grows over the rise of Delta-variant COVID-19 cases in the United States, one fact is
abundantly clear: Divisions over how best to deal with the spread of the virus are deeper than ever.

A glance at the patchwork of U.S. state policies across the nation related to the recent coronavirus surge
demonstrates the stark divides. Washington state, for example, announced Aug. 18 that all teachers and staff
in any public, charter or private school would be required to be fully vaccinated as a condition of
employment. To the opposite extreme, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott issued an executive order July 29 that banned
government entities from requiring vaccinations. The governor has also prohibited school districts from
issuing mask mandates. As many as 14 states have mask mandates either for everyone or for the
unvaccinated. The District of Columbia and 21 states have some form of COVID-19 vaccine mandates. By
the end of July, states introduced more than 155 legislative measures to ban employer-mandated vaccines,
school mandates or vaccine passports.

The polarization is deep and is affecting communities, workplaces, families and the Catholic Church in the
U.S. Amid the confusing and often-contradictory policies being hotly debated, respect for deeply held
religious beliefs and the primacy of conscience is absolutely essential so that Catholics and others have the
freedom to grapple prudently with the decisions they need to make to protect themselves and their loved ones,
as well as the common good. One heartening development, compared to the actions that were undertaken in
many U.S. states during the pandemic’s earlier stages, is that the ability of governments to unjustly restrict the
right to worship has been sharply curbed this time around. California — one of the states that transgressed
most egregiously against religious freedom in its pandemic policies — recently agreed to a permanent
injunction that requires the state to refrain from reimposing discriminatory restrictions against church worship
services. In the future, in keeping with Supreme Court precedents arising from cases launched against unjust
COVID-19 policies that targeted worship in California and elsewhere, any preventive measures imposed on
churches must be applied equally to other institutions deemed to be “critical infrastructure” or “essential
services.”

Similarly, on the other side of the nation, New Hampshire Gov. John Sununu signed a bill designating houses
of worship as “essential services.” Consequently, they are now protected against facing stricter restrictions
than those imposed on commercial enterprises like hardware and liquor stores — which, unlike churches,
were allowed to remain open during the state’s initial round of lockdowns.

This growing consensus going forward in favor of protections for houses of worship is great news for faithful
Catholics, who suffered profoundly from long weeks of enforced separation from the Eucharist and the other
sacraments during last year’s initial pandemic church closures.

Unfortunately, there is no similar consensus nationwide regarding the equally-contentious issue of conscience
exemptions from COVID-19-mandated vaccination. And as inoculation rates continue to lag in many U.S.
jurisdictions, and Delta-variant case counts continue to ratchet upwards, a range of civil authorities, private
employers, hospitals and other institutions, including some Catholic universities and health-care organiza-
tions, have moved to impose vaccination.

Since last year, despite considerable agreement among a wide range of Catholic authorities, including the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and the U.S. bishops’ conference, that the vaccines can be re-
ceived without moral culpability, a substantial number of pro-lifers, both Catholic and non-Catholic, have
objected for reasons of conscience to the vaccines currently available because all three now approved by the
FDA for emergency use in the United States utilized abortion-derived tissues in their manufacturing process
or in testing. The lack of consistent criteria for conscientious objection to mandatory-vaccination policies has
raised much concern. In general, vaccination should not be mandatory, even if it is strongly recommended for
public-health reasons. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith confirmed this in its December

2020 instruction on the morality of COVID-19 vaccines, stating that “vaccination is not, as a rule, a moral
obligation and that, therefore, it must be voluntary.”

In the face of the ongoing spread of COVID-19 and various local pressures, U.S. bishops cont. pg. 4
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fim. pg. 3 have taken varying approaches to the problem of COVID-vaccine mandates. The Archdiocese
of New York instructed its priests not to provide religious-vaccine-exemption letters to parishioners. New
York Cardinal Timothy Dolan’s decision was subsequently joined by a number of bishops, includ-

ing Archbishop José Gomez of Los Angeles, the current president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,
and Chicago Cardinal Blase Cupich.

But, amazingly, Bishop Mark Seitz of El Paso, Texas, went even further, announcing that his diocese would
itself impose mandatory vaccination for all local Church employees and volunteers, with exemptions available
only for health reasons and seemingly without any conscience provisions.

Other bishops have reached the opposite conclusion and are granting religious exemptions to vaccinations. The
Catholic Conference of Colorado published an Aug. 7 letter endorsing conscientious exemptions, along with a
template letter for the use of individual Catholics who object to such vaccines. A similar position has

been articulated by the South Dakota bishops.

Two important non-episcopal Catholic authorities, the National Catholic Bioethics Center (NCBC) and

the Catholic Medical Association, have also sided publicly in favor of religious and conscience objections. The
NCBC'’s continuing support for conscientious objection reportedly provoked Cardinal Cupich, one of the most
strident episcopal advocates of COVID-19 vaccination, to pressure the NCBC’s board to retract its position.
The board members rightly refused, but on Aug. 17, the NCBC released an additional statement stressing that

it’s “extremely important to embrace both respect for the common good and conscience.”

While it’s true U.S. bishops have taken vastly different decisions on the very specific question of priests or
Church officials providing religious-exemption letters to Catholics who request them, leaders like Cardinal
Dolan and Archbishop Gomez are not opposing the primacy of conscience — the foundational moral principle,
articulated by the Second Vatican Council in Dignitatis Humanae, that individual Catholics have the right to
follow their consciences if they remain convinced that getting vaccinated is morally wrong. In fact, the Archdi-
ocese of New York memo noted the sincerity of the concerns of those who are “strongly pro-life and very loy-
al to the teachings of the faith,” and it specifically stated that “any individual is free to exercise discretion on
getting the vaccine based upon his or her beliefs.”

The bishops who are declining to grant religious-exemption letters are not doing this to override conscience.
Instead, they are prioritizing the judgments of Pope Francis and many other Church leaders that, because of
this pandemic’s gravity, protection of the common good should incline most Catholics toward viewing vac-
cination as a moral responsibility and an act of charity.

In light of the significant effort from Catholic leaders to encourage COVID vaccinations and, at the same time,
to guard against the very real threats of overreach through vaccine mandates, twofold action is needed: We
must stand together for the primacy of conscience, despite disagreement over specific religious-exemption let-
ters; and all Catholics must prudently and prayerfully reflect on Church teaching about the morality of the vac-
cines and our duty to contribute to the protection of vulnerable members of society. Sound moral judgments
must always be made with fully formed consciences, in light of Catholic teaching, in examination of facts, and
in prayer.

The COVID-19 pandemic from the beginning has stirred great anxiety and division. Until the courts inter-
vened to protect believers from the damaging restrictions on worship last year, our religious freedom was un-
fairly and unnecessarily compromised by public authorities. We must be united as believers so that the same
overreach isn’t repeated when it comes to respecting our conscience rights. We must stand guard. We must
both rightly form our conscience and also defend our freedom to use it.

God bless you!

Thong Bio Announcements

#*Gi¢ Chiu va Nhan Phép Lanh Thanh Thé 6PM— |~ Recitation of the Holy Rosary & Chaplet of

8PM mdi chiéu thi Tw tai Nha Tho ctia Gido Xt tiéng g\l]g?;,esﬂggg at 9:25am in Church

Anh. ** Holy Hour of Adoration with Benediction

#** Hoi Man Coi: Lan chudi Man Cbi ngay sau Thanh Every Wednesday evening, from 6:00pm to 8:00pm

L& tai Nha nguyén Thanh Cletus, moi Quy OBACE in Church. . . ..

tham du. ** Bible Study—Biblical Walk through the Bible Timeline
Bible Study convenes at 7:00pm in the Church meeting on
Thursdays.

Facebook: giaoxuducmebanonlanh warren
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Welcome New Parishioner

2Ot Tuyet Hieu Nguyen

P oNYET Senoat s

G- ARSUND = T e
ROSARY

Exaltation of the Foly Crass
Novena
Novena dates: September 5-13

Feast Day: September 14

Jesus, Who, because of Your burning love for us, willed to be crucified and to shed Your Most Precious Blood
for the redemption and salvation of our souls, look down upon us and grant the petition we ask: (mention your
request).

We trust in Your Mercy. Cleanse us from sin by Your Grace, sanctify our work, give us and all those who are
dear to us our daily bread, lighten the burden of our sufferings, bless our families, and grant to the nations so
sorely afflicted Your Peace, which is the only true peace, so that nu obeying Your Commandments we may all
come at last to the glory of Heaven.

(Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.)

Parish Guideline: With good intention to welcome others to Huwéng din: Xin luu y quy vi du dinh d6n nhan Bi tich Rua
worship and pray with our Church, we ask the invited person, with | tdi hay Hon ph01 nén vui long ghi danh gia nhap Gido xur va
your free will, be registered in our Parish for at least three (3) sinh hoat véi Cong doan it nhit ba (3) thang trude khi chun bi
months in order to schedule for the Sacrament of Matrimony or thu tuc gidy to. Néu khong 1a thanh vién ciia Gido xi, quy vi bat

Baptism. Otherwise, a letter of permission is definitely required bugc phai cé thu iy quyén cua Cha sé ctua quy vi.
from your Pastor.

Sacrament of Baptism of a Child: Second Saturday of the
month after 4:00 PM Mass. Arrangements are to be made at least
one (1) month in advance. Contact the office for the date of train-
mg. N . .
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Arrangements | Tan tong (RCIA): xin lién lac v6i Truong Ban Giao ly
are to be made with our Director Religious Education (DRE) for (DRE).

the further assistance. Bi tich Hon ph01 Luat ctia Téng Gido phan doi hoi phai sip
Sacrament of Matrimony (Marriage): Arrangements are to be xep véi Gigo xt it nhat sau (6) thang dé chuén bi.

made at least six (6) months in advance. See Parish Guideline. .

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Please notify the office ]3113t11§h Xike diu b¢nh nhan: Xin lién lac Van phong: 586-755
for prayers and receiving of the Anointing of the Sick: 586-755- ™77 7
1313. Khan cap: 586-755-5490

Bi tich Rira tdi tré em: Thr bay tuan thir hai trong thang

sau 1& 4:00 pm. Xin nop don trong van phong Gido xur trudc mot
(1) thang. Xin tiép xuc Vian Phong dé biét chi tiét tham dy 16p
chuan bj rira toi.

Facebook: giaoxuducmebanonlanh warren
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CaATHOLIE SERVWICES AlMmEadl

Goal: $ 31,019

Received as of 8-23-21: $12,405

Balance Remaining: $ 18,614

Completed: 4 O %

The Archdiocese of Detroit encourages individuals to report clergy sexual abuse of minors and others. Individ-
uals may contact local law enforcement authorities or to AOD by calling Victim Assistance Coordinator at 866
-343-8055 or emailing vac@aod.org. In addition, the Michigan Attorney General’s office can be contacted at
844-324-3374 (Monday-Friday, 8am to 5pm) or email at aginvestigations@michigan.gov

i

2021

Reporting Sexual Abuse

Trinh Bao Lam Dung Tinh Duc

Moi ¢4 nhan c6 thé lién lac co quan thyc thi phap luat hoéc trinh bao qua téng gido phan Detroit bang cach
goi sb dién thoai 866-343-8055 cuia vin phong diéu phdi vién hd tro nan nhan hodg lién lac qua thu dién tir
vac@aod.org. Ngoai ra, duong ddy néng mién phi 844-324-3374 cua van phong tong chuéng ly Michigan c6
the lién lac tur thur hai dén thir sau tir 8 gi0 sang dén 5 gio chiéu, hodc qua hop thu dién tir aginvestiga-
tions@michigan.gov.

Welcome to New Parishioners!

If you are not currently registered, please take a moment to fill this out and return it to an usher, the parish

office, or you may drop it in the collection basket, thank you
Name:

Phone:
Address:

New Parishioner

Update Parish Information
Moving/please remove from registry

Would like to speak to the pastor

Xin BDon Chao Thanh Vién Mgai!
Né&u OBACE chua la D thanh vién cda Gido x&, xin danh mét vai phat dién vao don |:| xin gia nhap nay

va trao lai cho cac thira tic vién tiép [] tan, vdn phong Gido x&, hodc bd vao vo thu [ ten hang tuan
chan thanh cadm on.

Tén ho: Phone:

Dia chi:

Thanh vién méi [ ] B6 tiic h6 so thanh vién
D3 di chuyén noi khac/xin I8y s6 thanh vién ra. [ ] T6i mudn gdp Cha x

Hin

Facebook: giaoxuducmebanonlanh warren
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Words on the Word
August 29, 2021 — Food for the Hungry

When capitalism and neighborly outreach come together, the result can be a beautiful thing.

The Detroit News reported a few weeks ago on the efforts of a woman and her niece to operate a
vegan-based “mobile café.” But the business model for this particular food truck is not typical; here,
they charge those who can afford to pay for their fare, in order to make money that can be used to
prepare food for those who cannot afford to pay.

“I come from outreach ministry,” the entrepreneur/Samaritan is quoted in the story as saying, “so
charging for food was weird to me and it took a minute for me to ascertain my worth.

“But people in the suburbs and stuff, they can afford the elite veganism that I offer. So we sell it
to them, and we feed the people in the city of Detroit, or wherever. We don’t discriminate.”

What a unique and refreshing perspective; one that creates a win for everyone involved. Those
with the means can purchase outstanding food. Those without the means can benefit from receiving
the same outstanding food.

“I’m not trying to get rich,” the woman went on to say. “I just want to feed people. Yes, we sell
food, but each plate we serve has a purpose...it’s to give back to somebody who can’t afford to pay.”
That admonition to help our neighbors is within each of us, we’re reminded in today’s second

reading.

“Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you and is able to save your souls,” St.
James writes. “Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding yourselves. Religion that is pure
and undefiled before God and the Father is this: to care for orphans and widows in their affliction and
to keep oneself unstained by the world.”

© 2021, Words on the Word
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