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Tuesday - October  13 

12:15 p.m. - Eduardo Lagman req Erlinda Navarro 

Steve Matras req Roman family 

Thursday, October 15 

St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin & Doctor of the Church 

12:15 p.m. – Mort Flanigan req Barry & Lynette Hay 

Saturday, October 17 

St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop & Martyr 

4:00 p.m. - Guilio Bernero req Felicia Calabrese 

Sunday, October 18 

9:00 a.m. - Guilio Bernero req Jon & Susan Herzfeld 

11:00 a.m. - Mort Flanigan req Phillip & Linda Strong 

Joseph & Theresa Pham req Roman family 

Patricia Rompa (1

st 

Anniv.) req St. Benedict Parish 

Geraldine Sheipline req Bruce & Mary Sheipline 

 

...For all active military personnel from our parish 

family: Keith Armstrong, Max Evans, Jon Hamel,  

Daniel D. McKinstry, Don Meyer, James Watson, Jr. 

PRAY FOR OUR PARISHIONERS... 

Phil Hanson, Lee Haslinger, James Hildebrand,  

Albena Lipar,  Nellie Mojica, Ed Scheett, Stan Slavsky, 

Norma Swift, Linda Tongko. 

...Loved ones who are ill and in need of prayer: 

LaGail Asbury, Kate Banaszek, Bryan Green, Heather 

Halls, Jennifer Harmon, Ethel Jaruzel, John 

Kleinschmidt Jr. George R. McMullen, Jr., Janel 

Nadeau, Sebastian Vincent, Alan Ratcliff, Gary & Cathy 

Ratkos, Suzie Skidmore, Samuel Walker Sr. Names run 

four weeks. To re-list, please call 248-681-1534. 

LISTENING TO GOD’S VOICE IN PRAYER 

FMA Focus 

September 2020 Vol. 54 

 

All through the various lives of the saints we have instances of them listening to God’s voice. Today and in the 

past at the great Shrines of Lourdes and Fatima, we hear of children who have listened to a beautiful lady who 

turned out to be Mary. What distinguished them? Not holiness, no, nothing except innocence and the willingness to 

listen to Mary’s voice. We should be ready to listen to God’s voice in prayer. When we suffer, the loss of a job, the 

loss of a promotion, and worst of all the loss of a loved one, we often are tempted to say “God is not listening.” 

Even though in our hearts we know God is always listening. “And if we know that He hears us in regard to  

whatever we ask, we know that what we have asked Him for is ours.” (Jn. 1:5) The caveat – what we ask must be 

according to God’s will. He knows better than we do where our lives should head, and where our paths merge with 

His. So, we know He is listening. How can we listen more closely and give God the time He deserves? Well one 

way is to turn away from the screen, the TV, the tablet or the phone. All of these intrusive devices take our divided 

attention. Do you know it is reported the average number of times people refer to their phone is more than 200. 

That is more than 200 times a day, just on your phone. So when we pray, especially in times of strife or stress, do it 

in solitude, or quiet, without distractions. Silence is something that makes many people uncomfortable. But it is the 

best way to communicate with God. Choose a familiar prayer at first, the Our Father, The Memorare, or the Act of 

Contrition. Take time during the day to say each prayer and listen afterward to your own thoughts. Really hear 

every word. Make it your first action in the morning and last action at night. Bookend your day with the Lord. You 

will find you come to thirst for the interaction. Find time during the week to say a decade or two of the rosary. 

Contemplative time is needed in our busy lives and while it tends to unnerve, at first, we think there are so many 

more important items to check off our lists, in truth, there are not. What, honestly, is more important than your 

spiritual health and life? It is a habit we can pick up by doing. That famous phrase of Samuel’s in the Bible is our 

prayer. “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” Try to listen in prayer at least once a day 
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St. Benedict Church 

80 S. Lynn St., Waterford, MI  48328 

 

Pastor - Rev. James Mayworm 

 

(248) 681-1534; Fax (248) 681-4501 

 Daytime Office Hours:  Mon. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Tues., Wed., Thurs.- 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

Fri. 9 a.m. - 12 noon. 

Closed for lunch from 12 noon – 1 p.m. 

 

Website - stbencc.org 

Face book:  St. Benedict’s Catholic Church 

 

 

Deacon Tom  Mohan - 248-761-7016 

Office Manager - Joyce Miracle 

Liturgical Minister - Connie Cunningham 

Minister of Music - Pam Tucker 

RCIA/Faith Formation Director- Gloria Armstrong  

Faith Formation Coordinator - Vicki Krier 

Youth Ministers - Deacon Tom Mohan, Julie Mohan, Mary Allan 

Business Manager - Larry Edwards 

Administrative Assistant - Rose DeAnda 

Building Manager - Greg McInally 

Maintenance - Dale McCleery, Eileen Kell & Jeff Rowland 

 

 

Weekday Mass Schedule 

Mon. - Fri.  12:15 p.m.   

Weekend Mass Schedule 

Saturday – 4 p.m.; Sunday – 9 :00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Holy Day Mass Schedule 

12:15 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 3:00 p.m. or by appointment 

Sacraments 

In order to get married or to have your child baptized, you must be 

a registered member of the parish.  This means that you are participating 

in the life of the parish, regularly attending Mass and using your 

envelopes. 

 

Baptisms 

Arrangements must be made at least three months prior to desired 

date.  Parents must be a registered member of the parish for 6 months. 

Marriages 

Arrangements must be made at least six months prior to desired 

date.  You must be a registered member of the parish for 6 months. 

 

Sick Calls and Communion for the Homebound 

Please call the Parish Office 248-681-1534. 

 

Faith Formation 

Grades 1-8 – Wednesdays – 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. (Oct.-May) 

 

R.C.I.A 

Mondays – 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m., Parish Center (Sept.-Easter Vigil) 

 

St. Vincent de Paul—St. Benedict Conference 

248-681-1534, ext. 206 

 

Bulletin Copy Deadline 

Friday at noon 

 

 

     Suicide Hotline (Common Ground) 

1-800-231-1127 

 

     Project Rachel Post Abortion Ministry  

1-888-722-4355 

 

National Domestic Violence Hotline 

1-800-799-7233 

 

Report Sexual Abuse Hotline 

�������������� 

GOSPEL MEDITATION… 

28

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

God gives us an invitation to have an abundant life. 

The banquet is ready, and the tables are set. Come! 

There is so much to attend to in the everydayness of 

our lives. We have plans, after all. There is never 

enough time and so much that needs to be done. There 

is work, children, and grandchildren, paying the bills, 

planning for retirement, figuring out the details of our 

next vacation, making sure we are on top of our game 

with work, planning social engagements, answering 

emails, texts, and getting our latest pictures on  

Facebook. There is always something. What is this 

about some banquet? 

I need another party and commitment like a hole in 

the head. I can’t manage what I already have, and 

someone is asking me to do more! Seriously? I saw the 

invitation; I think it came in the mail the other day. Did 

I leave it on the table? Oh wait, it may have gotten 

thrown away. I can’t remember. In any case, I’m  

managing things pretty well on my own, I think. 

Thanks for thinking of me, but no thanks. My life is 

only as good as I make it and I have to be sure that all 

is in order! Oh, another invitation came today! This 

guy’s being persistent. Now, I’m getting angry. I wish 

he would just leave me alone and stop with this  

invitation nonsense. 

I woke up feeling a bit unsettled this morning. The 

kids have left the house, the grandchildren are busy 

with their lives, my retirement fund is losing ground, 

I’m worried about my health, folks have moved away, 

and I find myself alone. I am unhappy. I remember  

getting an invitation some time ago to a banquet  

promising new life and life in abundance. Did I miss  

something? I think I may have. I am finally discovering 

that life is not about me and my world. I think I’ve  

ignored the God who made me and the God who is the 

reason for my life, my hope, and my joy. It’s always 

been about me. I have not really discovered Eternal 

Love. 

Is the invitation still open? Can I come to the  

banquet? I think I’d like to come. 

PARISH COUNCIL… 

Our next Parish Council meeting will be held on 

Thursday, November 5

th

 at 6:00 p.m. in the social hall.  

Food and drink will be provided. Masks will be  

required and social distancing will be observed. 
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP… 

Respond with Love 

 

Do you remember a time when you spent much 

time or money on a surprise or gift for someone else 

and they failed to appreciate it? We do open ourselves 

up to disappointment if our expectations do not match 

the response. Perhaps we reached down deep to share 

a part of ourselves only to encounter apathy and  

insensitivity. That can hurt even if the person ignoring 

our gesture meant no ill will toward us. 

What must God feel like when we fail to respond 

to what He has done for us. We probably do not  

purposefully slight God, but perhaps we are so  

busy and mindless that it becomes impossible to be  

responsive and mindful. We can miss the gift of God 

which is right before our eyes. 

It is very difficult to be a good steward if we do  

not intentionally choose to be mindful. We miss the 

important stuff in life, and we neglect those placed in 

our path as gifts to enrich our lives. If we are to live as 

Jesus asks, we must work on focusing our eyes of faith 

on the things that matter and the gifts we have been 

given. If we are made in the image of God, I suppose 

we can guess how God might feel when His gifts are 

not acknowledged, or His love not returned. If I reflect 

on the One who loves me more than anyone, how can 

I choose to not offer my love in return? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

JIM’S GEMS… 

Alliance Defending Freedom 

The Legal Implications of the Johnson Amendment 

October 17, 2017 

 

In 1954, the U.S. Congress amended (without  

debate or analysis) Internal Revenue Code Section 

501(c)(3) to restrict the speech of nonprofit, tax-exempt 

entities, including churches. Before the amendment 

passed, there were no restrictions on churches speaking 

about politics and voting, with the exception of a 1934 

law preventing non-profits from using a substantial part 

of their resources to lobby for legislation. 

The 1954 amendment, offered by then-Senator  

Lyndon Johnson, stated that non-profit tax-exempt 

entities could not “participate in, or intervene in 

(including the publishing or distribution of statements), 

any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to 

any candidate for public office.” Since the amendment 

passed, the IRS has steadfastly maintained that any 

speech by churches that the IRS could construe as  

supporting or opposing candidates for government 

office, including sermons from the pulpit, can result in 

the loss of tax-exempt status. 

Historically, churches frequently spoke for and 

against candidates for government office. Such sermons 

date from the founding of the United States, including 

those against Thomas Jefferson for being a deist and 

sermons opposing William Howard Taft as a Unitarian. 

Churches have also been at the forefront of most of the 

significant societal and governmental changes in our 

history, including ending segregation and child labor, 

and advancing civil rights. 

Alliance Defending Freedom firmly believes that the 

Johnson Amendment unconstitutionally restricts speech 

by censoring the content of a pastor’s sermon. Here are 

some of the key reasons why the amendment is uncon-

stitutional: 

 

�� The amendment violates the Establishment Clause 

by requiring the government to excessively and  

pervasively monitor the speech of churches to ensure 

they are not transgressing their bounds. In so doing, the 

government must determine when truly religious speech 

becomes impermissibly “political.” But the government 

has no business making such decisions.�

�� The amendment violates the Free Speech Clause 

because it requires the government to discriminate 

against speech based solely on its content. For example, 

if a church’s speech concerns a retiring politician, it is 

allowed; but, if it relates to a politician seeking  

reelection, it is not. The Supreme Court has consistently 

invalidated this type of discrimination based on speech’s 

subject matter or content.�

�� The amendment also violates the Free Speech 

Clause by conditioning the receipt of a tax exemption 

on refraining from certain speech. Put simply, if a 

church wants a tax exemption, it cannot speak freely on 

any and all issues implicated by Scripture. This is an  

unconstitutional condition on free speech.�

The amendment violates the Free Exercise Clause as 

well because it substantially burdens a church’s exercise 

of religion. The government does not have a  

compelling reason to burden a church’s religious  

teaching in this way. 

 

After the 1954 Johnson Amendment, churches faced 

a choice: speak freely on all issues addressed by  

Scripture and potentially risk their tax exemption, or 

remain silent and protect their tax-exempt status.  

Unfortunately, many churches have silenced their 

speech, even from the pulpit. Ironically, after 60-plus 

years of the IRS strictly interpreting the amendment, 

there is no reported situation where a church lost its tax

-exempt status or was punished for sermons delivered 

from the pulpit. Nonetheless, the law remains un-

changed and many churches remain silent due to the 

IRS’s interpretation of the amendment. 



Michael A. Evans, Manager
Funeral Director

Max A. Evans, Jr.
Pre-Arranged Funeral &
Markers & Monuments

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED”
5391 Highland Road

Waterford, Michigan 48327
Telephone (248) 673-1213

McNab’sMcNab’s

HardwareHardware
“Your Neighborhood Hardware Store”

Family owned & operated
3681 Elizabeth Lake Rd. • (248) 682-8200

mcnabshardware.com

TheClarkston Royal OPEN 24 HOURS

DAILY SPECIALS • Wi Fi • CATERING AVAILABLE
Senior Specials 2p-6p M-F • Dinner Specials Daily

6540 Dixie Hwy 248-620-3333

  (248) 682-7949
 Fax (248) 682-0402
 1325 Huron Rd.
 Waterford, MI 48328
 10% Off w/ coupon 
 not  valid with any other coupons
 Food only

 4-G-5-4  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0219

 Licensed & Insured
 Serving the Tri-County Area
 Free Estimates
 “Your Outdoor Specialist”
 Commercial / Residential

Complete Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping
24hr Snow Plowing & Ice Control

(248) 670-1565 • LakesideLawn@comcast.net

L a w n  &  L a n d s c a p e

TRAVIS GAUTHIERTRAVIS GAUTHIER

 Knights of Columbus
 St. Benedict Council 13485

Meetings: 3rd Monday of Month
Come see what we’re about!

Call: JOE BISHOP @ 248.789.0931

1055 W. Huron St. Waterford, MI
(248) 681-1050

Nothing Brings People Together Like Good Food & Drink

10% OFF
Coupon on food only. 

Not valid with other coupons. 
Valid Sun- Thur only.

WATER SOFTENERS • DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS • BOTTLED WATER • SALT • FILTERS

810.632.2000
872 N. Old US 23, • Brighton

248.642.2000
7766 Highland Rd, • Waterford

BeauchampWater.com

Contact Judee Nelson to place an ad today! 
jnelson@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6319 

BOILER & HEAT EXCHANGER REPAIRS • QUALIFIED BOILER MAKERS WELDERS

PURVIS & FOSTER, INC.
KEITH R. ARNOLD

purvisfoster@yahoo.com
9640 GRINNELL ST., DETROIT, MI 78213

(313) 924-0538 • FAX (313) 924-0921
purvisfoster.com

Dr. Steven Rollins
2335 Pontiac Lake Rd. Waterford MI 

248-681-3600 
summitdentalwaterford@gmail.com
summitdentalgroup.com 

— PHYSICAL THERAPY—
Free Screenings for All

248-247-1586
Parishioner

4764 Dixie Hwy., Ste. 150 • Waterford

60 S. Lynn Ave. Waterford, MI 48328
248-682-5000 • momentumacademy.org

GSRP-6th grade
Register your child today!

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
24 Hr. Emergency Service

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

248-213-9248

St. Benedict Church
stbencc.weshareonline.org

“One of the largest and finest Family Owned funeral homes in Oakland County.”

SIMPSON - MODETZ
FUNERAL HOME

5630 PONTIAC LAKE RD
WATERFORD, MI 48327

(Between Airport & Crescent Lake Roads)

(248) 674-4181

Bryan’s
NEIGHBORHOOD CONEY

3861 Elizabeth Lake Rd • Waterford

(248) 681-1739

Open:
M-Sat 6am-3pm
Sun 7am-3pm

The Center for Transforming Health

Dr. Patricia Schmidt, DO
Ph# 248-481-7287

Fax# 248-562-3136

Email: cth2111@gmail.com


