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Monday, January 11 

12:15 p.m. - *Special Intention for St. Benedict Staff 

Tuesday, January 12 

12:15 p.m. - Sr. Hyacinth req Fadia Sheena 

Wednesday, January 13 

St. Hilary, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

12:15 p.m. - Edward & Marguerite Maciag req family 

Thursday, January 14  

12:15 p.m. - *Special Intentions for Vocations  

Friday, January 15 

12:15 p.m. - Albert Miracle Sr. req family 

Margaret Gotz (3

rd

 Anniv.) req Laura Kerby 

Jean Husko req Bruce & Mary Sheipline 

Saturday, January 16 

4:00 p.m. - Gerry Bray req Jerry & Barb Baumgart 

Paula Felice req Barb Swartz                                                         

Sunday, January 17 

9:00 a.m. - Mae Biltz req Nancy Phelps 

Al & Roberta Rossi req family 

Wilford & Agnes Nitz req Margaret & Phil Hanson 

11:00 a.m. - Mort Flanigan req Verbanac family 

Helen & Robert Kruszewski req family 

 

 

FUNERAL NOTIFICATION… 

We developed a notification system to alert  

parishioners of funeral Masses to be held at the church 

for our St. Benedict parishioners.  

If you would like to be added to a notification list, 

please complete the information below.  You may 

drop it in the collection basket, bring it to the parish 

center or mail it to us.   

 

NAME: _________________________________________ 

 

List your email address (one email per household): 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

PH: ____________________________________________ 

 

PRAYER & MILITARY LIST UPDATE… 

Please remember to contact the Parish Office for 

any updates on your loved ones you have listed on our 

Prayer and Military list. 

We are not always aware of someone’s entry or 

completion of duty into our armed forces.  Thank you 

for keeping our lists accurate. 

24 HOUR PRAYER LINE… 

Nuns of the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament 

have a twenty-four hour prayer line.  Even if your call 

goes to voicemail, the Sisters are attentive to begin the 

requested prayers promptly.  The prayer line phone 

number is 248-626-8253. 

 

...For all active military personnel from our parish 

family: Keith Armstrong, Max Evans, Jon Hamel,  

Daniel D. McKinstry, Don Meyer, James Watson, Jr. 

PRAY FOR OUR PARISHIONERS... 

Judy DeKyser, Marge Flanigan, Phil Hanson,  

James Hildebrand, Kathy Lauinger, Albena Lipar,  

Nellie Mojica, Stan Slavsky, Mike Somerville,  

Norma Swift, Linda Tongko, Wally Wetherbee. 

...Loved ones who are ill and in need of prayer: 

Kate Banaszek, Bryan Green, Heather Halls,  

Robyn Hamilton, Jennifer Harmon, Maureen Hubble,  

Ethel Jaruzel, Dennis Jaruzel, John Kleinschmidt Jr.,  

Joy Long, Janel Nadeau, Sebastian Vincent,  

Alan Ratcliff, Gary Sheipline, Suzie Skidmore,  

Susan Smith, Rosemary Tovey, Samuel Walker Sr. 

Names run four weeks. To re-list, please call 248-681-

1534. 

JIM’S GEMS… 

With a hankering to be in better “touch” with you 

these chilly Covid days, I would like to set-up Zoom 

fireside chats with you. 

Our first chat will be Tues., Jan. 19

th

 at 7:00 p.m.  

Call the parish office regarding connecting up with us. 

As of this writing, I am not sure if we will be  

doing an hour or half-hour chats.  I would like to  

focus the sessions with questions/issues regarding  

Families of Parishes which I talked about a few weeks 

ago.  This week could you possibly call in your  

comments to the office so that I have some material in 

advance for the chat. Thanks so much, this should be 

fun. 

~Love in Him, 

Fr. Jim 
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St. Benedict Church 

80 S. Lynn St., Waterford, MI  48328 

 

Pastor - Rev. James Mayworm 

 

(248) 681-1534; Fax (248) 681-4501 

 Daytime Office Hours:  Mon. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Tues., Wed., Thurs.- 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

Fri. 9 a.m. - 12 noon. 

Closed for lunch from 12 noon – 1 p.m. 

 

Website - stbencc.org 

Face book:  St. Benedict’s Catholic Church 

 

 

Deacon Tom  Mohan - 248-761-7016 

Office Manager - Joyce Miracle 

Liturgical Minister - Connie Cunningham 

Minister of Music - Pam Tucker 

RCIA/Faith Formation Director- Gloria Armstrong  

Faith Formation Coordinator - Vicki Krier 

Youth Ministers - Deacon Tom Mohan, Julie Mohan, Mary Allan 

Business Manager - Larry Edwards 

Administrative Assistant - Rose DeAnda 

Building Manager - Greg McInally 

Maintenance - Dale McCleery, Eileen Kell  

 

 

Weekday Mass Schedule 

Mon - Fri. 12:15 p.m.   

Weekend Mass Schedule 

Saturday – 4 p.m.; Sunday – 9 :00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Holy Day Mass Schedule 

12:15 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 3:00 p.m. or by appointment 

Sacraments 

In order to get married or to have your child baptized, you must be 

a registered member of the parish.  This means that you are participating 

in the life of the parish, regularly attending Mass and using your 

envelopes. 

 

Baptisms 

Arrangements must be made at least three months prior to desired 

date.  Parents must be a registered member of the parish for 6 months. 

Marriages 

Arrangements must be made at least six months prior to desired 

date.  You must be a registered member of the parish for 6 months. 

 

Sick Calls and Communion for the Homebound 

Please call the Parish Office 248-681-1534. 

 

Faith Formation 

Grades 1-8 – Wednesdays – 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. (Oct.-May) 

 

R.C.I.A 

Mondays – 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m., Parish Center (Sept.-Easter Vigil) 

 

St. Vincent de Paul—St. Benedict Conference 

248-681-1534, ext. 206 

 

Bulletin Copy Deadline 

Friday at noon 

 

 

     Suicide Hotline (Common Ground) 

1-800-231-1127 

 

     Project Rachel Post Abortion Ministry  

1-888-722-4355 

 

National Domestic Violence Hotline 

1-800-799-7233 

 

Report Sexual Abuse Hotline 

�������������� 

JIM’S GEMS… 

9 Responses to Threat of Church Shutdowns 

Msgr. Charles Pope 

National Catholic Register  

November 9, 2020 

 

I would like to raise, once again, some urgent  

concerns about COVID-19 policies — both as a citizen 

and especially as a priest.  

Judging by the situation overseas, I think we are 

heading for trouble. As many places in Europe are  

locking down once again, pressure to do the same in 

the United States is bound to grow. The effect on many 

local communities and churches may once again  

become severe. In parts of New York, and in counties 

such as Montgomery County, Maryland, and  

elsewhere, officials are already executing or pondering 

significant lockdowns once again. 

The government intrusion into our lives has been 

immense. Its effects have been heinous, especially on 

the poor and small business owners who own and run 

restaurants, bars, theaters, the travel and tour industry, 

and so on. Associated with these businesses are many 

workers, suppliers and supporting industries. 

Families and churches have been deprived of the 

worship central to their mission, and of many rites of 

passage and celebration that help build and sustain 

them. Depression, suicide, alcohol and drug abuse,  

deferred medical and dental treatment, divorce and 

loneliness all rose sharply in the times of lockdown.  

Yes, lengthy lockdowns mandated by governments 

worldwide have been odious and severe in their effects. 

The costs seem clearly to outweigh the possible benefits. 

And despite lockdowns and more severe mask man-

dates, COVID numbers are still rising in many places. 

The heavy hand of government seems to hold all 

the cards. As a citizen of this land I am deeply  

concerned that we have ceded our rights to govern-

ment officials out of a fear that far outweighs the actual 

threat, and that we have accepted mandates that don’t 

even seem to work. I do not say we should abandon all 

mask-wearing or other efforts to curb COVID, but the 

time has come to ask serious questions and demand real 

answers before governments demand lockdowns once 

again. The history of the world shows we should  

always be wary of intrusive and oppressive  

government, whether national, state or local.  

Given what we know about this virus, its relatively 

low death rate and increasingly treatable quality, it 

seems far wiser to do what we have done in previous 

pandemics: isolate and protect the sick, the vulnerable 

and those known to be contagious; let others get back 

to work; and let life resume where human flourishing is 

possible. 

As for the Church, permit me the solemn warning 

that we cannot simply do what we did before in the 

first shutdown. Here are nine points to consider if  

further restrictions are imposed: 

 

~Continued on page 5~ 
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JIM’S GEMS… 

Continued from page 3 

 

1. If more lockdowns are threatened, we ought to 

proactively resist them, exhausting every chance to  

engage officials, and if necessary exhausting every legal 

appeal to the highest level possible.  

2. As an essential first argument, I would ask our 

bishops to demand from public officials clear evidence 

that our church gatherings have been a source of 

COVID spread. They should seek to establish a coalition 

with Protestant and Jewish communities wherever pos-

sible in this regard. Recall that we currently follow pro-

tocols that the government said would “permit” us to 

reopen and curb the spread. We have complied. Hence, 

proof should be demanded that we have been a cause 

of COVID spread.  

3. If evidence is not forthcoming from government 

officials, we should demand legal hearings to insist that 

our gatherings (with proper safety protocols presumed) 

are essential to our religious liberty and to the care of 

souls who need sacraments, instruction and spiritual 

healing. While some courts have reacted negatively to 

religious liberty arguments, others have ruled in favor 

of this basic right from God recognized by our First 

Amendment.  

4. The bishops should further insist that we not be 

equated with bars and restaurants where people sit 

closer to each other and engage in face-to-face conver-

sation. Rather, people sit in pews, socially distanced, 

while wearing masks and interacting far less.  

5. The bishops should similarly assert that the care 

of souls is just (if not more) essential to human  

flourishing than food, wine and spirits they can get at 

grocery and liquor stores, which these government  

officials call “essential.” 

6. If perchance these approaches fail and we a  

legally forced again to cease public liturgies, the bishops 

should allow their clergy greater leeway in dispensing 

the sacraments in smaller settings, beyond the Mass.  

Confessions too should be widely offered.  The practice 

of some (though not most) bishops to order churches 

locked and to forbid the giving of sacraments under any 

circumstances was to many Catholics heinous and  

draconian.  People need the Lord.  Sacraments are  

essential, and bishops should encourage priests to  

creatively use every opportunity to extend them within 

legal restrictions. 

7. For all of the clergy, we should limit the “make a 

spiritual Communion” advice.  It’s good advice only for 

those who cannot receive Communion in some other 

way.  There is no reason we cannot give Communion 

outside of Mass.  While some cite liturgical norms  

linking Holy Communion with Mass, this is only a norm 

and it can be bent for a serious reason, such as we  

already do when someone is sick. 

8. Even if a new shutdown demands we cannot 

attract a large crowd over a certain number, we must 

allow priests to celebrate Mass for that small number 

and to offer Communion to others who come through 

the Church in small numbers in a given stretch of time 

on Sunday or other designated days.  But please,  

bishops, so not suspend all public Masses, even if  

numbers are egregiously limited to 10 people.  The 

Mass should still be offered publicly while the Church 

continues to fight for larger numbers in our larger  

parishes. 

9. Please, good bishops, fight for us!  The  

sacraments are too important to simply cancel the  

availability. 

Sadly, with the way we handled the first shutdown, 

many people got the message, “Your physical health is 

more important than your spiritual health.:  Meanwhile 

they were permitted to go to more “essential” places 

like supermarkets, liquor stores, bike repair shops and 

the like.  Many also took part in large protests and 

other sorts of gatherings.  

Yes, people got the message that the Church, the 

sacraments and the Sacred Liturgy just aren’t all that 

critical.  We had few if any answers for them and  

referred them to folks in the white lab coats while  

waiting for government officials to tell us when, with 

what numbers and even how we could say Mass and  

distribute Holy Communion.  We largely feared to 

teach on the meaning of suffering and death which the 

Scriptures so powerfully set forth, or to summon our 

faithful to eschew excessive fear. 

We are now seeing the bitter fruits of our failure  

to be with our people, out in the streets and fields if 

necessary.  Only 30% on average have returned to 

Mass.  Some, due to health reasons, should not return 

yet.  But there are surely many who have simply 

slipped away, and will likely stay away unless we  

reestablish contact with them and remind them that 

Holy Communion and the Sacred Liturgy are essential 

for them. 

Jesus says, “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 

Man and drink his blood, you have no life in 

you” (John 6:53).  Jesus is our manna to get us through 

the desert of this world to the promised land of 

heaven.  Without this food we perish. 

Confession should be widely available for God’s 

people.  Churches should stay open for private prayers 

and smaller devotions.  A locked church is a countersign 

and delivers the message, “We are not here for you 

now in this crisis.” 

Please, good bishops of the United States, hear the 

cry of one pastor, but a pastor who has heard the cries 

of many of God’s people.  If the government engages 

in further lockdowns, as is happening in Europe again, 

fight for us.  Go to court and demand evidence  

that churches are deadly threats.  Even if we lose,  

do everything possible to keep the sacraments and the 

liturgy available to God’s people.  Give your priests 

room to be creative within the law. 

 



Michael A. Evans, Manager
Funeral Director

Max A. Evans, Jr.
Pre-Arranged Funeral &
Markers & Monuments

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED”
5391 Highland Road

Waterford, Michigan 48327
Telephone (248) 673-1213

McNab’sMcNab’s

HardwareHardware
“Your Neighborhood Hardware Store”

Family owned & operated
3681 Elizabeth Lake Rd. • (248) 682-8200

mcnabshardware.com

TheClarkston Royal OPEN 24 HOURS

DAILY SPECIALS • Wi Fi • CATERING AVAILABLE
Senior Specials 2p-6p M-F • Dinner Specials Daily

6540 Dixie Hwy 248-620-3333

  (248) 682-7949
 Fax (248) 682-0402
 1325 Huron Rd.
 Waterford, MI 48328
 10% Off w/ coupon 
 not  valid with any other coupons
 Food only

 4-G-5-4  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0219

 Licensed & Insured
 Serving the Tri-County Area
 Free Estimates
 “Your Outdoor Specialist”
 Commercial / Residential

Complete Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping
24hr Snow Plowing & Ice Control

(248) 670-1565 • LakesideLawn@comcast.net

L a w n  &  L a n d s c a p e

TRAVIS GAUTHIERTRAVIS GAUTHIER

 Knights of Columbus
 St. Benedict Council 13485

Meetings: 3rd Monday of Month
Come see what we’re about!

Call: JOE BISHOP @ 248.789.0931

1055 W. Huron St. Waterford, MI
(248) 681-1050

Nothing Brings People Together Like Good Food & Drink

10% OFF
Coupon on food only. 

Not valid with other coupons. 
Valid Sun- Thur only.

WATER SOFTENERS • DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS • BOTTLED WATER • SALT • FILTERS

810.632.2000
872 N. Old US 23, • Brighton

248.642.2000
7766 Highland Rd, • Waterford

BeauchampWater.com

Contact Judee Nelson to place an ad today! 
jnelson@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6319 

BOILER & HEAT EXCHANGER REPAIRS • QUALIFIED BOILER MAKERS WELDERS

PURVIS & FOSTER, INC.
KEITH R. ARNOLD

purvisfoster@yahoo.com
9640 GRINNELL ST., DETROIT, MI 78213

(313) 924-0538 • FAX (313) 924-0921
purvisfoster.com

Dr. Steven Rollins
2335 Pontiac Lake Rd. Waterford MI 

248-681-3600 
summitdentalwaterford@gmail.com
summitdentalgroup.com 

60 S. Lynn Ave. Waterford, MI 48328
248-682-5000 • momentumacademy.org

GSRP-7th grade
Register your child today!

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
24 Hr. Emergency Service

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

248-213-9248

St. Benedict Church
stbencc.weshareonline.org

“One of the largest and finest Family Owned funeral homes in Oakland County.”

SIMPSON - MODETZ
FUNERAL HOME

5630 PONTIAC LAKE RD
WATERFORD, MI 48327

(Between Airport & Crescent Lake Roads)

(248) 674-4181

Bryan’s
NEIGHBORHOOD CONEY

3861 Elizabeth Lake Rd • Waterford

(248) 681-1739

Open:
M-Sat 6am-3pm
Sun 7am-3pm

Dr. Patricia 
Schmidt, DO

Thank you all for your 
years of support! 

Em: cth2111@gmail.com


