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The Church is open daily for private prayer 
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Parish Offices will be closed until May 4th
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Pope Francis’ Mission Statement:  To Become a Band of Joyful  

Missionary Disciples. 

Archdiocese of Detroit’s Mission Statement:  To Unleash the Gospel. 

Saint Christopher’s Parish Mission Statement:  Transform Lives in Jesus 

Christ Through the Power and Freedom of the Gospel. 

Parish Vision Statement:  Foster a Personal Encounter with Jesus. 

 

Pastor’s Points of Perspective.  Hello my dear brothers and sisters of Saint 

Christopher’s Parish Family.  Since this is the “Pastor’s Points of Perspective” 

section I’m going to write about this interesting word, “perspective,” since it is 

something that I believe is lacking in response to the corona virus pandemic.  So, 

perspective, what is it?  If we ask Siri to define it, she will give you a drawing 

definition first in terms of “view,” that is, of an object that is drawn.  The second 

definition Siri will show and tell you is the one I wish to draw attention to, which 

is, a particular attitude toward or way of regarding something; a point of view.  That’s why this article is called 

“Pastor’s Points of Perspective” because I’m the Pastor, and – for some reason – people are interested in 

hearing my point of view on things, or my perspective, which is why I write. 

 

As any geometry teacher will know, many times a “point of view” determines what one sees, and understands, 

but not what the thing they are seeing actually is.  For instance (classic example), pick up a pen as if you were 

going to write with it, then look at it.  You essentially have the pen representing, geometrically speaking, a line 

segment.  Taking the pen and rotating it about 90 degrees to the position that you can only see the top of the 

pen (or the ball point), one will see, geometrically speaking, a small circle, or a point, or perhaps a set of 

concentric circles.  In the first example of the line segment you have one “point of view,” or perspective, and 

in the second, you have a completely other “point of view,” or perspective that makes the exact same thing 

look totally different, which brings me to my point, or perspective – people, in particular leaders, of the 

Church, government, and health care operations, appear to be seeing things from only one single perspective 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Sunday, April 19 

Acts 2:42-47 

1 Pt 1:3-9 

Jn 20:19-31 

Monday, April 20 

Acts 4:23-31 

Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday, April 21 

Acts 4:32-37 

Jn 3:7b-15 

Wed, April 22 

Acts 5:17-26 

Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday, April 23 

Acts 5:27-33 

Jn 3:31-36 

Friday, April 24 

Acts 5:34-42 

Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday, April 25 

1 Pt 5:5b-14 

Mk 16:15-20 

Sunday, April 26 

Acts 2:14, 22-33 

1 Pt 1:17-21 

Lk 24:13-35 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, April 19 

Mass   † Robert Knapp  

     by Ted & Veronica Wessel 

            † Sam Serra 

     by his family 

          † Dan Jaworski 

     by Mike & Linda King 

            † Irma Trasko  

     by Rose Shulte 

            † Arnie Luciani 

     by Ron & Pauline Smarch 

          † Lois Levandowski 

     by Maureen & Rob O’Mally 

Monday, April 20 

Mass   † William Brush  

     by Bill & Dee Brush 

Tuesday, April 21 

Mass   † Lucille Bellinger  

     by Katie Cowhy 

Wednesday, April 22   

Thursday, April 23 

Mass   † Sally Eagen   

     by Amanda & Mara Armstrong 

Friday, April 24 

Mass   † Elizabeth Luciani  

     by Don Beauchemin 

Saturday, April 25 

Mass   † Diane Ressler  

     by Kit Whitsitt 

            † Joe Roehl 

     by Mary O’Brien 

          † Deborah James  

     by Dave & Heather Stadler  

Sunday, April 26 

Mass   Vocations to the Priesthood &   

                 Religious Life 

  Parishioners & Territorial Souls  

                of St. Christopher  

regarding COVID-19. 

 

Basically, the one short-sighted perspective our leaders seem to be 

acting upon, is that “social distancing saves lives,” and this has been 

their quite dramatic response, and just for the record, no one really 

knows for sure that social distancing is actually saving lives or 

“flattening the curve.”  Is this the only way to look at and respond to 

the COVID-19 pandemic?  Well, if you learned anything from our 

pen experiment above, then you certainly could guess rightly that it 

is quite obvious that there are several perspectives to consider.  

What about the perspective of “this is only going to resurge again in 

six months, and then what will be our response then?”  Shut 

everything down again?  What about the perspective of “herd 

immunity,” where large populations of people develop the natural 

immunity to a disease by being infected with it naturally – would 

this be a possible response?  Why not?  There are benefits, for 

instance, we could have our children and young adults back in 

school and college, and we could all be at work.  We could also be 

back in Church, at the Holy Mass, and life would still be going on 

as usual.  Perhaps another perspective is that this whole thing could 

run through the human race much quicker if we were not “social 

distancing.”  Is not social distancing simply prolonging our 

sufferings in every way (this is another perspective to consider).  As 

you can see, the list goes on and on when it comes to a point of 

view, or perspective.  How would you have responded to the 

pandemic? 

 

The last part of the Siri definition also stated that perspective is a 

true understanding of the relative importance of things; a sense of 

proportion.  That true understanding of the relative importance of 

the response in a sense of proportion is truly what I believe is 

lacking.  Is anyone out there really thinking critically about this 

pandemic response, or is everyone just running on fear?  Relative 

importance is a phrase that captures how all things are interrelated 

given a particular response; and proportion is a word that captures 

that “cost-benefit” result (in other words, is the cure worse than the 

disease?). 

 

There are some major concerns I have with the response to this 

pandemic, the first is the suspension of the Holy Mass.  A priest is 

ordained for the very purpose of celebrating Mass for the public.  

Priests are also ordained to anoint the sick, which is quite difficult 

these days given that we may not be able to enter a facility.  Priests 

are not considered to be essential workers.  Christians, religious 

people, but mostly as it seems Catholics in particular, are having 

their religious liberties violated.  All human beings under “Stay 

Home – Stay Safe” governmental order are having their civil rights 

violated. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Now, I am not usually an alarmist, but it may be time to sound the alarm.  I am very concerned about the smell 

of socialism in the air that is occurring right before our eyes.  The governments’ response has been nothing 

short of creating a dependency on government.  Socialism is created by a need for dependence and bigger 

government to micromanage every person’s life, which is being created by shutting down most businesses and 

many people unable to earn income on their own.  Capitalism is dying right in front of us.  Soon, we will have 

government handouts in the form of stimulus checks – perfect – all I have to do is stay indoors and the 

government is going to pay me!  And by the way, when you are unemployed and there is no work, the 

government will pay you, but you have to work where they tell you if you want those check to keep coming.  

And then when you cannot afford to live the way you have been living because the government does not pay 

you enough, then they will simply tell you where you should live. 

 

I will say this, it is very obvious that this condition we are living is not the way God created us – and this 

should be the biggest red flag for what’s wrong with the COVID-19 pandemic response.  God has created us to 

gather, for community, for one another, for expressing God’s Love in the world by the way we love our 

neighbor.  We can’t live God’s love if we don’t have neighbors to practice love on (not that they’re going to be 

dead, but that we cannot come into contact with them).  I do not claim to have the answers, but I will say that 

there are a few points of perspective that is not being talked about much, namely, the fact that most people 

who get the corona virus will recover, most people will have a range of symptoms from severe to none at all, 

and some will die, but not as many as they think, and certainly not as many as those from abortion, heart 

disease, cancer, addiction or influenza A or B.  Perspective, my brothers and sisters.  We need perspective, not 

fear, and just a touch of faith to pull through this.  Hopefully those in charge will be able to gain the proper 

perspective, a true understanding of what is most important for our human living in our country today, and a 

very healthy sense of proportion for whatever course of action they consider.  Please pray intensely for 

government, church and healthcare leaders. 

 

Offertory Envelop or On-Line Giving?  During this time of the coronavirus pandemic, the Archdiocese has 

made it possible to support your local parish via “on-line giving” through a partnership with Our Sunday 

Visitor.  Last weekend’s link in the bulletin is correct, and in addition to that link I have also found a slightly 

simpler method of making a donation to Saint Christopher’s parish.  One can also go to www.give.aod.org and 

then click on “make a gift to your parish” and you will arrive at the same location as described in last 

weekend’s and this weekend’s bulletin.  Either way will get the job done. 

 

We are making it possible to pay all ten of our employees at their full salary, wages and benefits despite the 

fact that some may not all be working their usual hours, so if you can continue to support our parish 

financially, then please do so.  Remember also that donations to the 2019 CSA will be most financially 

beneficial to us through the end of May 2019.  Please select “2019 Catholic Services Appeal” Fund, and “St. 

Christopher Parish, Marysville” to “give on behalf of” under “Gift Information” when you make your 

transaction.  If you would like to use the United States Postal Service and drop your offertory in the mail, then 

this option is also of course still available.  We cannot thank you enough for your faithful generosity.  Thank 

you so much. 

 

Reminder:  New “Super Sunday” Confessions &Mass Times Beginning July 4

th

/5

th

.  For now, we are still 

planning on this “Super Sunday” Mass schedule experiment, which will be effective Fourth of July weekend.  

This experimental change is due to a lack of availability of priest substitutes, helping reclaim Sunday for the 

family according to Archbishop Vigneron’s pastoral letter, Unleash the Gospel (UTG 5.1.3) on Christian 

Family Identity, and to respond to a cultural need for an evening Mass on Sunday for younger families who 

have their children in athletic tournaments and competitions for most of the weekends (we are, of course, 

operating under the assumption that there will be a return to these athletic events and competitive tournaments 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The members of St. Christopher’s  

extend their prayers and sympathy to the  

family and friends of  

Kaila Agostino 

    

Congratulations Kyle Miotke! 

First Honors:   

Minimum of 3 A’s—no grade lower than a B 

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School  

Musical Musings.  This Second Sunday of Easter, now known as Divine Mercy Sunday, used to be 

commonly referred to as “Doubting Thomas Sunday,” as the Gospel reading for this Sunday in all three years 

of the liturgical cycle, A, B, and C, is the account of Our Lord’s appearing to His apostles in the upper room, 

and inviting St. Thomas to touch his wounds. (John 20: 19-31). This appearance of Our Lord occurred eight 

days after His resurrection, which is the reason that this account is read on the octave (eighth) day of Easter. 

 

The Divine Mercy image, which was revealed to St. Maria Faustina in 1931, also reflects this appearance of 

Our Lord; the image depicts our Lord in His glorified state, with His glorious wounds still visible. 

 

This relatively new Feast, established by St. John Paul in the Jubilee Year, 2000, is a celebration of the Mercy 

of God, which was poured out on mankind in the death and resurrection of Our Lord, and revealed to the 

apostles at the appearance of Our Lord to His apostles in the upper room on the octave day of His resurrection. 

Our Lord, in His revelations to St. Maria Faustina in the early part of the 20

th

 Century, revealed His Mercy as 

His greatest attribute.  A plenary indulgence, and remission from all punishment due to one’s sins, is granted 

to those who, on this day, go to confession, receive Holy Communion, venerate an image of the Divine Mercy, 

and are detached from sin.  Our risen Lord, through this devote on, and through this feast of Divine Mercy 

invites the faithful to renew, and deepen their trust in His merciful Love. 

 

The Communion motet for this Sunday is based on the words of our Lord to St. Thomas: 

 

Quia vidisti me, Thoma, credidisti: beati qui non viderunt et crediderunt.  Alleluia. 

 

Because thou has seen me, Thomas, thou has believed: blessed are they who have not seen, and yet have 

believed.  Alleluia. 

 

Happy Divine Mercy Sunday! 

 

Deidre Collins 

Music Director 

Offertory Envelope Options  We ask that, to the best of your 

ability, you continue to make your weekly offertory donations: 

1) you can mail your check into the parish office or  

2)    make an online donation on the AOD.org website: go to 

www.aod.org , select “give”, select “Parish Online Offertory” in 

the “Fund” box of the Gift Information section and select “St. 

Christopher Parish – Marysville” in the “Please Direct my gift to” 

box.  You can pay by credit card or a debit to your bank account.  

Please note that 100% of the donations will be transferred into the 

St. Christopher account.  We are truly grateful for your diligent 

support.  Thank you very much. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Classes canceled for the remainder  

of the year  

 

SACRAMENTAL PREP 

Future preparation meetings will be 

determined at a later date.  

 

QUEST 

*see article below 

 

 

 

The Timothy Office  

is happy to help in the following areas: 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation/First 

Communion & Confirmation 

 

Religious Education/EDGE Middle School 

Formation (grades 1-8) 

 

QUEST High School Formation  

(grades 9-12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristi—Director of Religious Education 

stchrismi.dre@gmail.com 

 

Suzy—Youth Ministry 

1000michiganave@gmail.com 

 

or  

Shelley—Faith Formation Secretary  

ssenyk@stchrismi.org 

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the  

way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”  

~1 Timothy 4:12 

Divine Mercy Sunday!  

What is Divine Mercy? How have I experienced God's abundant Mercy?  Here are the 

thoughts of our teens. 

 

I experienced God's mercy during my first real confession.  I remember it so clear.  I was in 6th grade and St. Stevens was 

hosting a retreat for families so my family and I went.  I remember sitting there with the priest feeling an overwhelming 

feeling I can't describe (and I was super new to the faith).  I think I'll never forget that depth of love I experienced.  

-Sarah 11th grade 

 

Divine Mercy is the unconditional mercy that God gives to us when we sin and it's a result of Jesus dying on the cross for 

us.  The most profound experiences I've had of God's mercy have been at Reconciliation when I the priest absolves me of 

my sins. 

-Emily 12th grade 

 

To me, Divine Mercy means being loved and forgiven by God, through all of my mistakes and faults, and God forgives 

through our countless sins.  A moment of gratitude I can remember is after any Confession, just feeling the weight lifted off 

my heart.  

-Mae 10th grade 

 

Divine mercy is kind of like a second (or third or many more) chance that God gives us.  I feel that He wants us to learn 

some things on our own and so does not always punish us for the bad things that we do.  For example, I suppose that I 

never received punishment for being ungrateful.  I think that might be God's way of telling me that that should be 

something that is automatic to me. 

- Ian 12th grade 

 

QUEST continues to meet virtually to connect for all high school teens: 

SUNDAYS @ 8-9pm ProjectYM Youth Nights - watch at projectym.com/watch 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS @ 7-8:30pm Alpha Youth for QUEST - contact Suzy for Zoom link.  

 

1000michiganave@gmail.com (Email) 

QUEST @ St. Christopher (Facebook) 

 

Joyfully in Christ, 

Suzy DeVeny 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
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Send Your Guardian Angel To Mass 

O holy angel at my side,  go to the church for me.   

Kneel in my place at holy Mass where I desire to be.   

At offertory in my stead take all I am and own and place it as a  

sacrifice upon the Altar throne.    

At the holy consecration bell, adore with Seraph’s love my Jesus  

hidden in the Host come down from heaven above.   

That when the priest communion takes, bring my Lord to me that 

His sweet heart may rest in mine, and I His temple be.  

The current pandemic has temporarily altered 

the way we conduct our daily lives and  can 

cause difficulties with daily living or feelings of 

isolation.  If you would like someone from the 

church to call and check in with you or offer 

assistance (while still observing the 

required rules of social distancing) please call 

the Parish office (810) 364-4100 extension 201 

and leave a message.    

Since we are living through an unprecedented time where schools, public masses, religious education classes, 

sports, and extracurricular activities are all cancelled and many parents are working from home we are 

spending much more time together.  This can bring more stress AND more joy...depending on the day!   One 

way to focus on the joy is to learn to view our family as the domestic church.  The family is described as the 

domestic church because it is in our family where we first experience the love of God and see the presence of 

Jesus.  Our children and grandchildren are always watching us and they see where we spend our time, money 

and energy; this is how they learn what we value.  This week I am offering one way we can structure our 

homes or our days to reflect the love we have for both God and our Catholic faith and that is through prayer. 

 

• Make sure to provide concrete opportunities during the day for prayer.  Morning, mealtime, and 

bedtime prayers are certainly part of that but don't miss those spontaneous moments that can 

lead to prayer such as praying for a forgiving heart after a sibling squabble, for creativity when 

the boredom of being confined gets to be too much, or in thanksgiving when we notice a 

blessing in our life.  It is good to talk to Jesus as a friend since this helps us grow in our 

relationship with him. 

• Pray the Rosary or start praying a novena.   A novena is a traditional Catholic daily prayer that 

lasts for 9 days where you ask our Lord to answer a specific need/request.   If you're unfamiliar 

with these prayers there are great resources online that can teach you. 

• Grandparents, if you're able to connect with your grandchildren via phone, Zoom, or FaceTime 

take that opportunity to pray with them right then and there.  Having you pray with them 

instead of just for them is powerful! 

• Create a prayer board (or wall).  Use thumbtacks or sticky tack to hang up photos of people to 

pray for with notes for specific needs.  Add sticky notes when prayers are answered.  Children 

can add their drawings of what they are grateful for including nature, people, and things.  This 

makes a great visual for you all to gather around and pray. 

 

By incorporating different methods of prayer into your family life you are helping to build a strong foundation 

of faith for not only yourself but your children and grandchildren.  I miss seeing all of you and until we can all 

gather again I remain.... 

 

Prayerfully yours, 

Kristi Socha 

Director of Religious Education 
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Keep in your Prayers  

Mary Bixler 

Casey Bochonowicz Sr  

Elizabeth Bolton 

Christine Cairns  

Mary Deising 

Steven DeMeulenaere 

Jim Engels  

Amelia Foster 

Denise Gawronski 

Karen Goodmen  

Alexander Kota 

Sondra Kota 

Barbara Letzgus 

Edward Letzgus 

Kim McConnell Kalvert 

Mike Murphy 

Natalie Lech Parent 

Chuck Roehl 

Dorothy Shafran 

Jim Shepherd 

Alma Stoinoff 

Terry Thomas 

Michael J. Ward 

Robert Wawrzyniak 

Sara Wawrzyniak 

Keep our Military in Your Prayers 

MK1  EJ Anglebrandt, U.S.C.G. 

SFC Shelby Bixler, U.S. Army 

Major Clayton Cruickshank, U.S.A.F. 

Lt. Mark Cruickshank, U.S.A.F. 

CPL Nicolas Deland, U.S. Marines  

A1C MacKinley Eckert, U.S.A.F. 

A1C Marshall Eckert, U.S.A.F. 

PFC Jordan Garijo, U.S. Army 

Pvt. Nathaniel Nelson Hohf, MI N’tl Grd  

Sgt Joe Kilbourne, U.S. Army 

Cpl Michael Knowles, U.S. Army 

Sgt Mario Nowicki, U.S. Army 

 PO2 David Patchel, U.S. Navy 

Capt Chelsea Patino, U.S.A.F. 

Capt Taque Patino, U.S.A.F. 

CPT Lt Eric Reder, U.S. Army 

C4 Jacob Redlawski, U.S.A.F. 

Cpl Nick Rosales, U.S. Marines  

LCpl John Russ, U.S. Marines 

Sgt Curtis Senyk, U.S. Marines 

 LCpl Randy Washburn, U.S. Marines   

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift of Fr. James.  Through him, we experience your presence 

in the sacraments.  Help Fr. James to be strong in his vocation.  Set his soul on fire with love for your people.  

Grant him the  wisdom, understanding, and strength he needs to follow in the footsteps of  Jesus.  Inspire him 

with the vision of your Kingdom.  Give Fr. James the words he needs to spread the Gospel.  Allow him to      

experience joy in his ministry.  Help him to  become an instrument of your divine grace.  We ask this through 

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest.  Amen. 

SUPER SUNDAY OPTIONS  

OPTION A 

 

 

OPTION B 

 

 

OPTION C 

 

Sunday  

 

Sunday  

 

Sunday  

Mass 8:00 AM 

�

Mass 8:30 AM 

�

Mass 7:30 AM 

Religious Ed 9:30-10:45 AM 

�

Religious Ed 10-11:15 AM 

�

Mass 9:30 AM 

Mass 11:00 AM 

�

Mass 

11:30 AM 

�

Religious Ed 10:45AM-12:00PM 

Confessions 4:00 PM 

�

Confessions 4:00 PM 

�

Confessions 4:00 PM 

Mass 5:30 PM 

�

Mass 5:30 PM 

�

Mass 5:30 PM 

Super Sundays Survey :   Please submit your vote to the Parish office.  

   �  Option A� � �  Option B� � �  Option C 

The next available Mass(es)  at St. Christopher’s will be the weekend of May 9th & 10th! 

Saturday, May 9, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. and Sunday May 10, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.  

after this present pandemic).  There are many “moving parts” in life and culture today, and we are simply 

attempting to respond the best way we can each day, while trying to make some plans for the future, even 

though they keep changing.  We will persevere – and with hope – for the Lord has resurrected and is victorious 

in us over the whole world! 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church Preface for this weekend’s readings to ponder.  “The disciple of Christ 

must not only keep the faith and live on it, but also profess it, confidently bear witness to it, and spread it:  “All 

however must be prepared to confess Christ before men and to follow him along the way of the Cross, amidst 

the persecutions which the Church never lacks.”  Service of and witness to the faith are necessary for 

salvation:  ‘So every one who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is 

in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven” (Catechism 

of the Catholic Church, paragraph 1816). 

 

In Prayer, 

Fr. James 

(Continued from page 3) 



In service to One. 
In service to all.
www.kofc.org

Marysville Tire & Auto
291 Range Rd. Kimball
810-364-4700
www.marysvilletire.com

Jim MacMillan   
Jeff Semrow
Family Owned

10% OFF Any
Service over $100

with this ad

#1 in Tires

THIS SPACE IS

 4-G-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0225

Home of the Marysville Knights of Columbus
WEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCES

MEETINGS • GRADUATIONS
810-364-6800

4521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 48074
BINGO EVERY SUN 1:15PM,

TUES 10:20AM & WED 6:20PM

Jim Vinckier, Agent
2801 Gratiot Blvd
Marysville, MI 48040
Bus: 810-364-9811
jim.vinckier.r6re@statefarm.com
State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

Marysville

1030 Gratiot Blvd.
(810) 364-7737

We have your fresh 
interests at HEART

CAROLAN FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Kevin B. Carolan, D.D.S.
Andrew R. Carolan, D.D.S.
~ St. Mary’s Parishioner ~

General Dentistry
901 Superior Street
810-982-7682

Eric Deising
Parish Member

810-922-0210 
St. Clair 

Chevrolet 
Buick GMC 

New and Pre-Owned Sales

 Ed Quain
 ASSOCIATE BROKER
 Cell: 810.343.6013
 Bus: 810.364.8700
 Parish Member

JONES EQUIPMENT

Sales and Service
1777 Busha Hwy.

Marysville, MI 48040
(810) 364-6400

RENTALRENTAL

INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE
www.kearnsagencymi.com

1101 Pine Grove, PORT HURON, MI  (810) 987-3330

Edw “Ted” 
Kearns Jr. 

Timothy
Kearns

Mark
Kearns

Ron 
Sutherland

Shannon
Smith

Denise
(Kearns) Richard

Matt
Kearns

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 

NEW BALTIMORE
35050 23 Mile Rd., Ste. D

586-725-4411
EAST CHINA

4014 S. River Rd
810-329-6671 

drcbrieden.com

“We create 
beautiful smiles.”

Patrick Kut, MD, is a board certified family physician,  
seeing patients of all ages, pediatric to geriatric.  
After school and work appointments available

Call for an appointment today - (810) 216-1680


