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The Church is open daily for private prayer 
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Pope Francis’ Mission Statement:  To Become a Band of Joyful Missionary 

Disciples. 

Archdiocese of Detroit’s Mission Statement:  To Unleash the Gospel. 

Saint Christopher’s Parish Mission Statement:  Transform Lives in Jesus 

Christ Through the Power and Freedom of the Gospel. 

Parish Vision Statement:  Foster a Personal Encounter with Jesus. 

Pastor’s Points of Perspective.  Hello my dear brothers and sisters of Saint 

Christopher’s Parish Family.  Well everyone, it is now May 3 as I’m sure you all 

know, and once again, at the time of the writing of this article we Pastors still do 

not have any information about reopening Mass.  We only know the Archbishop 

is to have a videoconference on April 30 with all the priests, and that we are to 

receive some new guidelines on liturgy and finance.  We are hoping that we will 

be permitted very soon to open at least daily Mass, since the attendees are 

usually “socially-distanced” – but with everyone not going to work currently, a daily Mass attempt may prove 

to have “too many people” in one place.  We will just have to see when that time arrives.  Hopefully we will 

know something more by the time this goes to print.  Well, anyway, it appears we will be a week behind 

communicating what has happened, but we will do our best to communicate any changes as soon as we can.  I 

know you are all hungering for the Eucharistic Jesus and greatly desiring to be together once again, and we 

priests continue to urge our Regional Moderator weekly to let Archbishop Vigneron know that we are greatly 

anticipating feeding our flocks again.  Hopefully, this time of “Mass fast” is proving spiritually beneficial to 

your holy desires, which are constantly in need of some spiritual polishing. 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation.  This Saturday’s forecast is 65° Fahrenheit and partly sunny, so it should be 

a fine day for outdoor confessions this weekend.  We will conduct these very close to the Marian statue on the 

patio, near the Main (West) entrance to the church using our old large divider from 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm on 

Saturday, May 2.  Eventually, we will then move confessions back into the regular confessional, and I believe 

(Continued on page 2) 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, May 3 

Mass   † Ralph White  

     by Ron & Pauline Smarch 

            † Bernice & Eugene Melczarczyk  

     by Michael & Mary Byington 

  Living Members of the Marysville     

  Knights of Columbus &  

   Ladies Auxiliary 

 

  Parishioners & Territorial Souls  

                of St. Christopher  

Saturday, May 9  

Mass   Parishioners & Territorial Souls  

                of St. Christopher  

Sunday, May 10 

Mass   † Captain John Presley  

     by Elizabeth Nelson 

            † Robert Knapp  

     by Don Beauchemin 

          † Dan Jaworski  

     by Mike & Linda King 

            † Robert Rutkofske 

     by Michael & Suzanne O’Brien  

            † Lois Levandowski  

     by Michael & Suzanne O’Brien 

          † Ann Biscarner  

     by Tom & Arlene Askew 

by then we should likely be required to walk around wearing masks.  

Time will tell, as they say. 

 

New “Super Sunday” Confessions & Mass Times Beginning July 

4

th

/5

th

.  We are still planning on a “Super Sunday” Mass schedule 

experiment, which will be effective Fourth of July weekend.  This 

experimental change is due to a lack of availability of priest 

substitutes, helping reclaim Sunday for the family according to 

Archbishop Vigneron’s pastoral letter, Unleash the Gospel (UTG 

5.1.3) on Christian Family Identity (and Pope St. John Paul II’s 

Apostolic Letter Dies Domini, On Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy), 

and to respond to a cultural need for an evening Mass on Sunday for 

younger families who have their children in athletic tournaments 

and competitions that prevent them from attending Mass both on 

Saturday evenings or Sunday mornings (we are, of course, operating 

under the assumption that there will be a return to these athletic 

events and competitive tournaments after this present pandemic, but 

if not, the day of the Lord remains His Day of Resurrection, which 

is always to be honored and lived properly – read Dies Domini for 

further understanding). 

 

I am aware that this experiment, lasting for one year, may not be 

entirely desirable for everyone as it entails moving the Saturday 

evening confessions and Mass to Sunday evenings, and for that I do 

apologize.  There are many “moving parts” in life, culture and the 

Church today, and we are simply attempting to respond the best way 

we can while trying to make some plans for the future, even though 

they are changing almost daily during this time.  When all else fails, 

persevere, as the spiritual masters have taught. 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church Preface for this weekend’s 

readings to ponder.  “The Church is, accordingly, a sheepfold, the 

sole and necessary gateway to which is Christ.  It is also the flock of 

which God himself foretold that he would be the shepherd, and 

whose sheep, even though governed by human shepherds, are 

unfailingly nourished and led by Christ himself, the Good Shepherd 

and Prince of Shepherds, who gave his life for his 

sheep” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 754). 

 

Reflection Point.  Recall for a moment when a young man and a 

young woman fall in love, and then choose to commit their lives to 

one another and receive the Sacrament of Matrimony.  Everyone 

likes “new love” because it is filled with so many new experiences 

and the couple make each other so happy, and happy people bring 

more happiness into the world.  Then, as time goes on, the married 

couple begins to disappoint one another because they are not 

meeting one another’s expectations.  This rut continues in their 

married life until they are nothing more than “ships passing in the 

night.”  What happened?  Basically, they make a “rookie error.”  

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are  

present in the Most Holy Sacrament.   

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive 

You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from 

You.  Amen 
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Keep in your Prayers  

Mary Bixler 

Casey Bochonowicz Sr.  

Elizabeth Bolton 

Christine Cairns  

Mary Deising 

Steven DeMeulenaere 

Jim Engels  

Amelia Foster 

Denise Gawronski 

Karen Goodmen  

Linda King 

Alexander Kota 

Sondra Kota 

Barbara Letzgus 

Edward Letzgus 

Kim McConnell Kalvert 

Mike Murphy 

Natalie Lech Parent 

Chuck Roehl 

Dorothy Shafran 

Jim Shepherd 

Alma Stoinoff 

Terry Thomas 

Michael J. Ward 

Robert Wawrzyniak 

Sara Wawrzyniak 

 

St. Christopher’s Offering 

Parish Support since Shut-down:  

 

Envelopes & Loose ……..............................$ 28,714.00 

Online Offering ……………………………$   5,455.00 

Ash Wednesday ……………………………$        45.00 

Holy Thursday ……......................................$      545.00 

Easter ………………………………………$   5,555.00 

Total Sunday Collection………….  …......$  40,314.00 

 

Aid Central/Eastern Europe..………………$       115.00 

Catholic Relief Services……………………$      458.00 

 

 

 

Thank you for your generous support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the rookie error the couple made?  They looked to one another to make themselves happy.  You might 

think, “What’s wrong with this?  Isn’t that what couples do, make each other happy?”  And the answer is “Of 

course not.  No person can actually make another person happy.” 

 

Why the confusion?  It is simple, which voice are you listening to?  The voice of the world tells us that people 

in love make people happy, but the voice of God tells us that He is the only one who can make us happy.  

After all, where does “happiness” come from?  What is happiness?  It is the vision of God, and only the pure 

of heart shall see Him.  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  Which voice are you listening 

to? 

 

Many err in thinking that the things or people of this world are going to bring them happiness.  Instead of the 

couple looking to one another to make them happy, they both together must look to God to make each and 

both happy.  People who live worldly lives are often confused and easily led astray, and the thieves and the 

robbers will steal, slaughter, destroy and have their way with them.  But those who live their lives listening to 

the voice of the Good Shepherd live spiritual lives, and they are not led astray, because they know the Voice 

that leads them to abundant pastures, peace, and contentment – to God, which is real happiness. 

 

Perhaps you do not yet understand what I’m saying, after all, Jesus the Good Shepherd had to say it twice in 

today’s gospel.  The married couple set each other up as idols and engaged in idol worship.  Their idols failed 

to make them happy.  Yet, I am not talking about marriage, am I?  Are you confused?  What voice are you 

listening to? 

 

When times of crisis visit us in our lives, we are so accustomed to living worldly lives that we seek worldly 

solutions, we have set certain people up in the world as idols, and we expect them to deliver us.  Who are the 

idols of today?  Whose voice do you listen to?  Whose voice do you reject, judge, criticize, undermine?  Are 

you listening to the voice of the world, or the voice of the truth-telling Shepherd?  Are you being led astray, or 

are you being led to peace?  You will know which voice you are listening to by the way you are feeling. 

 

Happily, 

Fr. James 

(Continued from page 2) 

Offertory Envelope Options  We ask that, to the best of your ability, 

you continue to make your weekly offertory donations: 

1) you can mail your check into the parish office or  

2) make an online donation on the AOD.org website: go to 

www.aod.org  and select “give”.  Please note that 100% of the 

donations will be transferred into the St. Christopher account.  We are 

truly grateful for your diligent support.  Thank you! 

                          CSA 2019    

Goal $71,327   

Total Pledges……………..$  141,460.50 

Contributions Received ….$  135,583.00 

Families Supporting CSA…………...232 

 

 Please make checks payable to Archdiocese of Detroit—CSA  
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St. Christopher Catholic Church  

“Memorial Fund”  

gratefully acknowledges gifts in  

loving memory of  

 

Richard Hart 

The members of St. Christopher’s  

extend their prayers and sympathy to the  

family and friends of  

 

Dolores Black 

                       Louise Swantek 

 

Musical Musings.  On this Fourth Sunday of Easter, also known as Good Shepherd Sunday, the Gospel and 

other scripture readings point us to Jesus as the Good Shepherd.  Jesus also refers to himself as the “Gate for 

the Sheep.”  It is through Him, and Him alone, that we enter into Eternal Life.  

 

The Communion antiphon for today beautifully incorporates the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd  - 

laying down His life for His flock – with the joy of the resurrection: 

 

The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life for His Sheep, and willingly died for His 

flock, Alleluia. 

 

Good Shepherd Sunday is a day dedicated to praying for our priests.  Let us join together, especially today, 

and ask God to pour out his grace on our pastor Fr. James, and on all priests and bishops throughout the world. 

We thank you, God our Father, for those who have responded to your call to 

priestly ministry.  Accept this prayer we offer on their behalf.  Fill your priests with 

the sure knowledge of your love.  Open their hearts to the power and consolation of 

the Holy Spirit.  Lead them to new depths of union with your Son.  Increase in 

them profound faith in the Sacraments they celebrate as they nourish, strengthen, 

and heal us.   

 

Lord Jesus Christ, grant that these, Your priests, may inspire us to strive for 

holiness by the power of their example, as men of prayer who ponder Your Word 

and follow Your Will. 

 

O Mary, Mother of Christ and our Mother, guard with your maternal care these 

chosen ones, so dear to your Son.  Intercede for our priests that, offering the Holy 

Sacrifice of your Son, they may be conformed more each day to your Son, our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen 

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 

 

In the Risen Lord, 

Deidre Collins 

Music Director 

The Holy Cross-Cardinal Mooney Alumni Association in response to the uncertainty of the Corona Virus Pandemic is 

postponing both the mailing of the annual newsletter and the date of the Alumni Breakfast.  Newsletters will be mailed 

after people are allowed to gathering. The Alumni Breakfast in June 2020 is cancelled and re-scheduled for Sunday, 

September 13, 2020 following the 9:30a.m. Mass at Holy Cross Church.  The breakfast will be held in the gym as it was 

last year.      Marilynn Pavlov, President, HC-CMC Alumni Association 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Classes canceled for the remainder  

of the year  

 

SACRAMENTAL PREP 

Updates will be sent to parents of those 

preparing for sacraments. 

 

QUEST 

*see article below 

 

 

 

The Timothy Office  

is happy to help in the following areas: 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation/First 

Communion & Confirmation 

 

Religious Education/EDGE Middle School 

Formation (grades 1-8) 

 

QUEST High School Formation  

(grades 9-12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristi—Director of Religious Education 

stchrismi.dre@gmail.com 

 

Suzy—Youth Ministry 

1000michiganave@gmail.com 

 

or  

Shelley—Faith Formation Secretary  

ssenyk@stchrismi.org 

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the  

way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”  

~1 Timothy 4:12 

Honoring our QUEST Seniors   

This weekend would have been our final 

QUEST Gathering of this school year if 

we were following our regular "in-person" 

calendar.  We would be honoring our 

graduating seniors by having them stand a 

circle facing outward in the Gathering 

area.  The rest of QUEST (teens and 

adults) would be in an outer circle facing 

the seniors.  I would then go around to 

each senior individually and place my 

hand on their shoulder and simply say 

their name and wait a few moments.  During this time, the rest of the group would say a word or two that describes the gifts 

they see in that person.  Because of the random order of affirming words being spoken all around the senior in that moment, 

we affectionately call this the "honor bombardment" part of our gathering. This year, I reached out to our underclassmen 

and adults to be able to put them in print. 

 

Ian Beaufait: leader, good sense of humor, faithful, welcoming, intelligent, funny, witty, faith-filled, fortitude, wisdom, 

caring, leadership, nice, talented, resourceful, genuine, creative, kind, creative, patient, adventurous. 

 

Emily Hong: loving, kind, good leadership, caring, faithful, inspiring, kindhearted, approachable, faith-filled, peaceful, 

caring, quiet leader, smart, reverent, compassionate, wise, joy. 

 

Haila Jiddou: faithful, kind, trustworthy, caring, wise, charismatic, faith-filled, humility, gentleness, sincere, good singer, 

kindhearted, inspiring, funny, smart, serene, friendly, sweet, good-hearted, goodness. 

 

Selina Schweihofer: good sense of humor, leader, outgoing, caring, spirited, friendly, sincere, generous, full of joy, funny, 

dynamic, energetic, cool, determined, faithful, strong, tenacious. 

 

Marcus Severini: kind, good sense of humor, leader, helpful, faithful, caring, humble, humble, sincere, funny, easy-going, 

amiable, friendly, cheerful, hilarious, trustworthy. 

 

We are still hoping to meet in person later this summer to bring closure to the QUEST year and say farewell to our seniors in 

person.  I will be in touch with the teens once these plans are made. 

 

Joyfully in Christ, Suzy DeVeny—Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
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The current pandemic has temporarily altered 

the way we conduct our daily lives and  can 

cause difficulties with daily living or feelings of 

isolation.  If you would like someone from the 

church to call and check in with you or offer 

assistance (while still observing the 

required rules of social distancing) please call 

the Parish office (810) 364-4100 extension 201 

and leave a message.    

Out of all the changes that our current situation has brought, one of the most difficult for me has been not being able to 

receive the Eucharist, yet 20 years ago I wouldn't have been able to imagine that being true.  I was raised Methodist and 

believed that when I received communion it was a symbol; not the actual Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus.  For 

years I attended Mass every week with my husband and eventually our children but struggling with this belief held me 

back from converting to Catholicism.  I fell in love with so many aspects of Mass and the Catholic faith but I wouldn't 

let myself join the Church until I absolutely understood and believed in the True Presence. 

 

Finally, I spoke with my priest who helped me realize that sometimes a leap of faith is necessary and to trust that it was 

God calling me to become Catholic.  The rest of it would become clear in time.  So I followed my heart, prepared and 

joined the Church at the next Easter Vigil.  Each time I received Jesus in the Eucharist I would ask him to help me 

believe that he was truly present and he answered that prayer!  It was through the actual receiving of Jesus in the 

Eucharist that my belief grew and although I can never explain scientifically how it happens I know now in my heart 

that it does happen.  For years I thought I had to figure it all out before I could receive him physically in this Sacrament 

but God taught me that he has already figured it out for me; I need only to desire and trust in him. 

 

I hope that you, like me, are longing for the day when we can gather and receive Jesus in the very physical means of his 

Body and Blood.  I also hope that you, like me, are finding some comfort in praying the Spiritual Communion prayer 

during this time at home.   Until then please consider spending some time at church in front of the Tabernacle.  We may 

not be able to gather with friends right now but Jesus, our best friend, is still there, physically, waiting for each of us to 

just sit and spend a little time with him. 

 

This weekend some of our little ones would have been receiving Jesus for the first time in the Eucharist.  Since we have 

had to move our First Communion Mass to June 28 that gives us more time to pray for the following children that they 

may continue to fall in love with Jesus and desire to receive him in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  Please continue to 

pray for: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessings, 

Kristi Socha 

Director of Religious Education 

 

Eucharistic Miracle of Buenos Aires:  

God knew that the teaching of the Eucharist would be  

difficult for many of us to believe.  In fact, many of Jesus' 

disciples had a hard time believing it. (John 50:60) So God  

has given us miracles to help us.   

Check out The Eucharistic Miracle of Buenos Aires  

posted by Dennis Siluk Ed.d. on YouTube.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttdcfZyQrs4  

The link is also on the Eucharist page of our website.  

Kara Anglin 

Finley Badley 

Kolton Carden 

Leo DeVeny 

Abigail Dietzel 

Macy Frendt 

Lyana Harper 

Evan McClellan 

Sawyer Mitchell 

Maggie Moran 

Quinn Moran 
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In service to One. 
In service to all.
www.kofc.org

Marysville Tire & Auto
291 Range Rd. Kimball
810-364-4700
www.marysvilletire.com

Jim MacMillan   
Jeff Semrow
Family Owned

10% OFF Any
Service over $100

with this ad

#1 in Tires

THIS SPACE IS

 4-G-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0225

Home of the Marysville Knights of Columbus
WEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCES

MEETINGS • GRADUATIONS
810-364-6800

4521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 48074
BINGO EVERY SUN 1:15PM,

TUES 10:20AM & WED 6:20PM

Jim Vinckier, Agent
2801 Gratiot Blvd
Marysville, MI 48040
Bus: 810-364-9811
jim.vinckier.r6re@statefarm.com
State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

Marysville

1030 Gratiot Blvd.
(810) 364-7737

We have your fresh 
interests at HEART

CAROLAN FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Kevin B. Carolan, D.D.S.
Andrew R. Carolan, D.D.S.
~ St. Mary’s Parishioner ~

General Dentistry
901 Superior Street
810-982-7682

Eric Deising
Parish Member

810-922-0210 
St. Clair 

Chevrolet 
Buick GMC 

New and Pre-Owned Sales

 Ed Quain
 ASSOCIATE BROKER
 Cell: 810.343.6013
 Bus: 810.364.8700
 Parish Member

JONES EQUIPMENT

Sales and Service
1777 Busha Hwy.

Marysville, MI 48040
(810) 364-6400

RENTALRENTAL

INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE
www.kearnsagencymi.com

1101 Pine Grove, PORT HURON, MI  (810) 987-3330

Edw “Ted” 
Kearns Jr. 

Timothy
Kearns

Mark
Kearns

Ron 
Sutherland

Shannon
Smith

Denise
(Kearns) Richard

Matt
Kearns

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 

NEW BALTIMORE
35050 23 Mile Rd., Ste. D

586-725-4411
EAST CHINA

4014 S. River Rd
810-329-6671 

drcbrieden.com

“We create 
beautiful smiles.”

Patrick Kut, MD, is a board certified family physician,  
seeing patients of all ages, pediatric to geriatric.  
After school and work appointments available

Call for an appointment today - (810) 216-1680


