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The Church is open daily for private prayer 
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Pope Francis’ Mission Statement:  To Become a Band of Joyful Missionary 

Disciples. 

Archdiocese of Detroit’s Mission Statement:  To Unleash the Gospel. 

Saint Christopher’s Parish Mission Statement:  Transform Lives in Jesus Christ 

Through the Power and Freedom of the Gospel. 

Parish Vision Statement:  Foster a Personal Encounter with Jesus. 

 

Pastor’s Points of Perspective.  Hello my dear brothers and sisters of Saint 

Christopher’s Parish Family.  His Excellency, Archbishop Allen Henry Vigneron, 

has issued new liturgical directives for the Archdiocese of Detroit by way of the 

following letter to the faithful, which has been reprinted here for your convenience.  

The specific guidelines follow his letter; or you may link to it electronically below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 4, 2020 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

As the Body of Christ, the Church in all her sons and daughters has been enduring a time of severe trial. As we 

continue to practice social distancing to limit the spread of coronavirus, I write today with deep gratitude for all of 

you, the faithful of southeast Michigan, who have been walking the path of love for one another, particularly the 

most vulnerable among us, by sacrificing your ability to gather together for Mass during these last several weeks. 

Thank you for your witness and your faith. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Sunday, May 10  

Acts 6:17 

1 Pt 2:4-9 

Jn 14:1-12 

Monday, May 11 

Acts 14:5-18 

Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday, May 12 

Acts 14:19-28 

Jn 14:27-31a 

Wed, May 13 

Acts 15:1-6 

Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday, May 14 

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26 

Jn 15:9-17 

Friday, May 15 

Acts 15:22-31 

Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday, May 16  

Acts 16:1-10 

Jn 15:18-21 

Sunday, May 17  

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 

1 Pt 3:15-18 

Jn 14:15-21 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, May 10 

Mass   † Captain John Presley  

     by Elizabeth Nelson 

            † Robert Knapp  

     by Don Beauchemin 

          † Dan Jaworski  

     by Mike & Linda King 

            † Robert Rutkofske 

     by Michael & Suzanne O’Brien  

            † Lois Levandowski  

     by Michael & Suzanne O’Brien 

          † Ann Biscarner  

     by Tom & Arlene Askew 

Monday, May 11  

Mass   Special Intentions for Lexi Kot  

Tuesday, May 12 

Mass   † Robert Troy  

       by Terry, Matt & Ann Troy & Sara Tait 

Wednesday, May 13 

Thursday, May 14 

Mass   † Karen Choate   

     by Sharon Choate 

Friday, May 15 

Mass    † Michel & Geraldine   

  VanMaldeghem  

     by Jeff & Lori Malinowski 

Saturday, May 16 

Mass    † Joe Roehl  

     by Ted & Veronica Wessel 

  † Deborah James  

     by Dave & Heather Stadler 

  Special Intentions for Richard  

    & Linda Karas  

     by the Kalbaugh family  

Sunday, May 17 

Mass   Vocations to the Priesthood  

       & Religious Life 

          Parishioners & Territorial Souls  

                    of St. Christopher 

Many of you have shared your sadness and devoted desire to return to 

Mass. Please know that I listen to your longing for the Eucharist and 

have taken them to prayer as I have discerned each step of the 

Archdiocese of Detroit’s response to this global pandemic. I share your 

desire to return to normal liturgical life and reestablish the rich spiritual 

and communal life of our parishes and schools. 

 

We are grateful to God that public Masses are once again becoming a 

possibility in a few other dioceses less affected by the pandemic. While 

we do not yet have a firm date when it will be safe to resume public 

gatherings here, please know that we continue to monitor the incidence 

of coronavirus in southeast Michigan and are following the lead of 

local health officials and civil authorities. We will resume public 

Masses, and other parish events, when we are confident that doing so 

will not pose undue risk to the health and well-being of the members of 

our community. 

 

Meanwhile, let us look with joyful hope toward some more gradual 

returns to normalcy. Last week, we published updated liturgical 

guidelines allowing for the celebration of weddings, funerals, and 

baptisms, as long as these gatherings adhere to current social 

distancing practices. Families wishing to postpone these events until it 

is safe to gather in larger numbers are welcome to do so, except when 

there is danger of death and baptism is urgently necessary. 

 

It is important to note that the sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation 

has not been prohibited during the pandemic in the Archdiocese of 

Detroit and pastors have been encouraged throughout to use their 

discretion to determine how to safely administer this sacrament to the 

faithful. Likewise, Anointing of the Sick and the pastoral care of the 

sick and the dying have continued as clergy are able and with respect 

for individual hospital or home policies. For more information about 

all these guidelines and other resources, please visit www.aod.org/

emergencyresponse. 

 

It is my fervent prayer that we will gather again soon for Mass, in one 

form or another. We know that this return will look and feel 

different from what we are used to experiencing. As we move forward, 

we must remember God’s unending love for us and his ability to bring 

good from our trials. He created each of us to live in this moment, 

during this pandemic so that we might give witness to our confidence 

in the good news of the Lord’s victory over suffering and death. Please 

pray that I may rise to this challenge, as I will pray for you. 

 

Let us also continue to pray for our heroic health care workers, for 

those who are ill or who have died from the virus, and for their 

families. We entrust them and our entire Archdiocese into the loving 

care of Our Lady of Lourdes, patron of the sick. To this end, I invite 

all to join me for a Rosary and renewal of the consecration of our 

Archdiocese to Mary, live-streamed at 7 p.m. Wednesday 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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St. Christopher’s Offering 

Parish Support since Shut-down:  

 

Envelopes & Loose ……...............................$ 35,972.00 

Online Offering ……..…...............................$   6,060.00 

Ash Wednesday …..……...............................$        45.00 

Holy Thursday …….......................................$      585.00 

Easter ……………..……...............................$   6,185.00 

Total Sunday Collection…..........................$  48,847.00 

 

Aid Central/Eastern Europe..…….…………$       115.00 

Catholic Relief Services……….…………...$       478.00 

 

Weekly Average ……………………..…… $     6,105.88 

 

 

 

Thank you for your generous support! 

 

on Facebook and online. With this prayerful act we unite ourselves once again with the faithful of Canada and 

Latin America to entrust all our nations to the Blessed Mother. Through her intercession, may God bring about an 

end to the pandemic and grant healing and protection to the people of southeast Michigan and beyond. 

 

Please know of my prayers for you and our whole State of Michigan during these days. Asking the intercession of 

Our Lady of Lourdes, I remain 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

The Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron 

Archbishop of Detroit 

 

UPDATE FOR APRIL 30, 2020 – These directives are in place effective May 1, 2020 and remain in place until 

further notice. 

• Public Mass continues to be suspended until further notice. 

• If pastors are able to keep them clean, churches may be kept open and available for private prayer and 

intercession. Each pastor should determine the maximum number of people allowed in the church at any one 

time based on size, layout, ability to socially distance, and ability of the parish to clean the facility regularly. 

• Parish offices should remain closed and employees, as they are able, to work from home. 

• Weddings and Baptisms are permitted if certain criteria are met but require individual permission of each 

instance, with the exception of item 3 below. 

 1.  For weddings, the officiant should complete the form emailed to the priest to request permission.  

 2.  For baptisms, the presider should complete the form emailed to the priest to request permission.  

 3.  Where there is a danger of death, the individual should be baptized and (if it is a priest baptizing)  

 confirmed. 

• Funerals are permitted under the following conditions: 

 

In a Parish Church: A Funeral Mass or Funeral Liturgy Outside of Mass may be celebrated with no more than 10 

people present. 

 1.  This number should be strictly enforced by the pastor, with the assistance of the funeral director. If this 

 small number cannot be adhered to, a priest should offer Funeral Masses without a congregation available 

 to the family via livestream. 

 2.  All the faithful present should wear masks. 

 3.  Holy Communion is not to be distributed to the faithful during Funeral Masses. It is fitting to lead the 

 faithful in a Prayer of Spiritual Communion at that time.  

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Offertory Envelope Options  We ask that, to the best of your ability, 

you continue to make your weekly offertory donations: 

1) you can mail your check into the parish office or  

2) make an online donation on the AOD.org website: go to 

www.aod.org  and select “give”.  Please note that 100% of the 

donations will be transferred into the St. Christopher account.  We are 

truly grateful for your diligent support.  Thank you! 

                          CSA 2019    

Goal $71,327   

Total Pledges……………..$  141,885.50 

Contributions Received ….$  136,638.00 

Families Supporting CSA…………...232 

 

 Please make checks payable to Archdiocese of Detroit—CSA  
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St. Christopher Catholic Church “Memorial Fund”  

gratefully acknowledges gifts in  

loving memory of  

 

Anna M. Kern 

Kim Stephenson 

The members of St. Christopher’s  

extend their prayers and sympathy to 

the family and friends of  

 

Gordon Ziriada 

 

Musical Musings.  This year the Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 10, 2020, coincides with Mothers’ Day. Normally on this 

day at our parish, we would honor Our Lady as our true mother by crowning her statue. Since public gatherings are still 

not allowed due to the pandemic, this might be a good time to have a family May crowning.  If you have a statue of the 

Blessed Virgin at home, you can make a simple crown from flowers that might be in your garden, or wild flowers that 

you might find on a walk.  There are many ideas on the internet on how to go about having your own home May 

crowning.  This is a lovely way to strengthen the domestic church in unity and prayer under the patronage of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary.  Hopefully your May crowning will include singing some favorite hymns in honor of Our Lady. 

 

Salve, Mater Misericordia is a beautiful 11

th

 century chant in honor of Our Lady.  Renowned 20

th

 century church 

musician, composer, arranger, and conductor Richard Proulx arranged this chant for four voices. You can find a superb 

recording of it here: ������������	
������
���������������������. 

 

And the original Latin and English translation below: 

May our Mother Mary be near us and bring us closer to her Son each day; and may we soon be together again at Holy 

Mass to receive Him with hearts made pure through her powerful intercession. 

 

Deidre Collins 

Music Director 

Salve, Mater misericordiae, 

Mater Dei et Mater veniae, 

Mater spei et Mater gratiae, 

Mater plena sanctae laetitiae, 

O Maria! 

 

Salve, decus humani generis. 

Salve, Virgo dignior ceteris, 

quae virgines omnes transgrederis 

et altius sedes in superis. 

O Maria! 

 

Salve, felix Virgo puerpera: 

Nam qui sedet in Patris dextera, 

Caelum regens, terram et aethera, 

Intra tua se clasit viscera. 

O Maria! 

 

Esto, Mater, nostrum solatium: 

Nostrum esto, tu Virgo, 

gaudium, et nos tandem post hoc exsilium, 

Laetos juge choris caelestium. 

O Maria! 

Hail, Mother of mercy, 

Mother of God and Mother of pardon, 

Mother of hope and Mother of grace, 

Mother, full of holy gladness. 

O Mary! 

 

Hail, honor of the human race. 

Hail most worthy Virgin 

because thou overcomest all virgins 

and art seated of in highest honor. 

O Mary! 

 

Hail, blest Virgin yet bearing child: 

For He Who sits at the Father's right hand, 

The ruler of heaven, of earth and sky, 

has sheltered Himself in thy womb. 

O Mary! 

 

Become, O Mother, our solace: 

Be for us our source of joy, 

and at the last, after this exile, 

unite us with the praising celestial choir. 

O Mary! 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Classes canceled for the remainder  

of the year  

 

SACRAMENTAL PREP 

Updates will be sent to parents of those 

preparing for sacraments. 

 

QUEST 

*see article below 

 

 

 

The Timothy Office  

is happy to help in the following areas: 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation/First 

Communion & Confirmation 

 

Religious Education/EDGE Middle School 

Formation (grades 1-8) 

 

QUEST High School Formation  

(grades 9-12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristi—Director of Religious Education 

stchrismi.dre@gmail.com 

 

Suzy—Youth Ministry 

1000michiganave@gmail.com 

 

or  

Shelley—Faith Formation Secretary  

ssenyk@stchrismi.org 

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the  

way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”  

~1 Timothy 4:12 

Spiritual Motherhood & Alpha Youth Retreat 

 I have been blessed to be a spiritual mother to the teens of QUEST for the past 

decade.  Mothers journey with, listen to, pray for, guide and love their children. 

Spiritual motherhood is similar and is something many of us are called to during 

different seasons of our lives.  God brings young people into the lives of many 

women to allow us to be spiritual mothers to them. In our current situation, spiritual motherhood is even more important and perhaps 

more challenging, but well worth it! 

  

QUEST (High School Formation) has been meeting online twice a week since March and engaging in an Alpha Youth program.  For 

those who may not be familiar, it includes 13 video session nights with small group discussion on matters of life, faith, and 

relationship with Jesus - all from a younger person perspective. A “weekend away” retreat focused on the Holy Spirit is part of this 

process. Whereas I see great value in having retreats for time away with God to experience refreshment, solitude, prayer and 

focused conversation, every retreat I have ever experienced has been in-person.  The extra challenge was that this retreat had to be 

online.  After much prayer, preparation and a spirit of adventure from all involved, we moved ahead and realized the Holy Spirit is 

always ready for spiritual closeness even in the midst of social distance.  

  

The Alpha Youth Retreat summary from the perspective of Linda (another QUEST spiritual mother):  

“Our retreat included games, worship music, and online videos with small group discussion. Teens also had some silent time for 

reflection and writing in their journals. During this time, each teen was invited, one at a time, into breakout rooms for individual prayer 

with the adult leaders. Our Alpha Youth retreat was all about the Holy Spirit and inviting Him into our lives. Teens asked for prayers 

for many things including clarity in decision making, peace, patience, and understanding of this new world around them.” 

  

Meeting these teens and the Holy Spirit on this retreat was only one way the spiritual mothers of QUEST journey with and pray for 

our young people. I encourage all women to embrace the spiritual motherhood opportunities God brings their way. Pray for the young 

people in your life.  Listen to them.  Share your stories with them. Let them know that they matter.  Be the person you needed in your 

life at their age – the rewards could be eternal. 

  

Joyfully in Christ, 

Suzy DeVeny 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry 

 

QUEST continues to meet virtually to connect for all high school teens: 

SUNDAYS @ 8-9pm ProjectYM Youth Nights - watch at projectym.com/watch 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS @ 7-8:30pm Alpha Youth for QUEST - contact Suzy for Zoom link.  

1000michiganave@gmail.com (Email) 

QUEST @ St. Christopher (Facebook) 
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Keep in your Prayers  

Mary Bixler 

Casey Bochonowicz Sr.  

Elizabeth Bolton 

Christine Cairns  

Mary Deising 

Steven DeMeulenaere 

Jim Engels  

Amelia Foster 

Denise Gawronski 

Karen Goodmen  

Linda King 

Alexander Kota 

Sondra Kota 

Barbara Letzgus 

Edward Letzgus 

Kim McConnell Kalvert 

Mike Murphy 

Natalie Lech Parent 

Chuck Roehl 

Dorothy Shafran 

Jim Shepherd 

Alma Stoinoff 

Terry Thomas 

Michael J. Ward 

Robert Wawrzyniak 

Sara Wawrzyniak 

Keep our Military in Your Prayers 

MK1  EJ Anglebrandt, U.S.C.G. 

SFC Shelby Bixler, U.S. Army 

Major Clayton Cruickshank, U.S.A.F. 

Lt. Mark Cruickshank, U.S.A.F. 

CPL Nicolas Deland, U.S. Marines  

A1C MacKinley Eckert, U.S.A.F. 

A1C Marshall Eckert, U.S.A.F. 

PFC Jordan Garijo, U.S. Army 

Pvt. Nathaniel Nelson Hohf, MI N’tl Grd  

Sgt Joe Kilbourne, U.S. Army 

Cpl Michael Knowles, U.S. Army 

Sgt Mario Nowicki, U.S. Army 

 PO2 David Patchel, U.S. Navy 

Capt Chelsea Patino, U.S.A.F. 

Capt Taque Patino, U.S.A.F. 

CPT Lt Eric Reder, U.S. Army 

C4 Jacob Redlawski, U.S.A.F. 

Cpl Nick Rosales, U.S. Marines  

LCpl John Russ, U.S. Marines 

Sgt Curtis Senyk, U.S. Marines 

 LCpl Randy Washburn, U.S. Marines   

Happy Mother's Day!  Today I'd like to share some reflections from the book "52 Sundays" that was published by the 

Archdiocese of Detroit.  This is an excellent resource that contains not only the Sunday Gospel but information on 

saints, questions, recipes, prayers, and fun activities. Although the hard copies of the book are sold out you can sign up 

for the weekly email or download a digital version at https://www.52sundays.com/. 

 

MEET OUR EXTENDED FAMILY 

The Blessed Virgin Mary (Feast Day January 1) 

 

Mary is the mother of Jesus, the Son of God. She was conceived without sin to her parents St. Joachim and St. Anne, 

and she was married to St. Joseph.  The Church celebrates the following events of her life:  her Immaculate Conception 

(December 8), the visit by the angel Gabriel, who told her she would become Jesus’ mother (March 25), her visit to her 

cousin Elizabeth who was pregnant with John the Baptist (May 31), and her Assumption into heaven (August 15).  All 

of these are celebrated as feast days in the liturgical year. Mary is our spiritual Mother and is considered the Queen of 

Heaven.  Mary prays on our behalf to her son Jesus.  She is the patron saint of all humanity. 

 

• Today is Mother's Day. Think about your mom or the Blessed Mother, and share something for which you are 

thankful.  

 

FAMILY FUN 

 

• Create a family "photo booth" picture session.  Set up an area for the photo session.  Create a background with 

sheets, table clothes, or just use a blank wall.  Have each family member collect items to contribute for people to 

wear, hold, or use in their pictures.  People can take pictures on their phones or with their cameras.  Be sure to share 

them with others and on social media using #52Sundays.  Pictures can be goofy, silly, or serious.  If you have a 

wireless printer, get some photo paper and use an app, like Pic Stitch, to print out pictures that look like they came 

from a real photo booth.  You can also frame the pictures to remember your fun day! 

 

May you have a blessed day celebrating all the mothers in your life! 

Kristi Socha 

Director of Religious Education 



St. Christopher, Marysville Page 7 

 4.  Livestreaming of funerals is encouraged to allow more than the small number present to participate. 

 

At a Catholic Cemetery: A Funeral Mass or Funeral Liturgy Outside of Mass may be celebrated at a Catholic 

cemetery chapel or graveside.  

 1.  Clergy should follow and help enforce the number restrictions, health and safety guidelines, and proper 

 social distancing practices of the cemetery.  

 2.  Many Catholic cemeteries have the capability for live-stream funerals from the cemetery chapel. 

 3. Holy Communion is not to be distributed to the faithful during Funeral Masses. It is fitting to lead the 

 faithful in a Prayer of Spiritual Communion at that time.  

 

At Any Cemetery: Committal services may continue to be celebrated at any proper burial place pursuant to the 

guidelines of the cemetery.  

 

Priests are to continue to celebrate Mass in private daily, remembering the efficacious nature of the Mass even 

without the presence of the faithful and to fulfill Mass intentions which have been allocated. Pastors are reminded 

of their obligation to offer the Sunday Mass for the people of the parish. Collective Mass intentions are permitted 

twice a week if the donors agree to such. If Mass intentions cannot be fulfilled in the near future, the intention (and 

the attached stipend) should be sent to priests at other entities, such as the missions or Sacred Heart Major 

Seminary, where they can be fulfilled. 

 

• Parishes are encouraged to livestream Masses when they are able.  

 1.  A small number of the faithful is permitted to assist (liturgically or technologically) at the Mass. This 

 number must remain less than 10, must be strictly enforced, and should only include those who are truly 

 essential to support the livestreamed Mass.  

 2.  Those assisting with the Mass should wear masks, except when their speaking/singing prevents it. 

• Confessions are to be heard at the discretion of the priest. Priests should be generous in offering this sacrament 

to those who might be in grave sin. They should also take precaution for the welfare of the faithful and their 

own welfare, while at the same time protecting the sacramental seal. This includes, as best they are able: 

 1.  Proper social distancing as best you are able (six feet apart). 

 2.  A well-ventilated area for hearing confessions (even outside of the Church). 

 3.  The use of a mask by the penitent and the confessor. 

  4.  Consult the previous directive about Confession and General Absolutionfor more information. 

• Anointing of the Sick for those in need of the sacrament should be performed as the priest is able. 

 1.  Be sure to sanitize the oil stock before and after each anointing. Do not contaminate the sacred oil.  

 2.  You are also permitted to use a cotton ball, and not your thumb, to anoint the head. For each anointing, 

 use a new cotton ball (or “Q-tips”) and new oil on the cotton. Be sure to properly burn the used cotton ball 

 at a suitable time afterward. 

 3.  In the case of pastoral necessity, the hands do not need to be anointed. 

• Confirmations scheduled for the remainder of 2020 are suspended until further notice. Plans for their 

resumption will be examined at a later time. 

• Reception of RCIA Elect and Candidates for Full Communion in the Church will take place at a later date, 

hopefully in conjunction with Pentecost. If we are not able to celebrate their reception at that time, provisions 

will be made for them to be received on an individual basis at their parish church. These details – including 

information regarding scrutinies – will be forthcoming closer to Pentecost. 

 

Since this information is critical and in need of communication and the nature of it is extensive, I will save my 

personal points of perspective for next week.  However, with regard to confessions, since the forecast is in the 40s, 

I will return to the regular confessional for confessions (no confessions outside May 9, but in the regular 

reconciliation room).  God bless and protect everyone.  Remain faithful my dear children. 

 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

Fr. James 
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“We create 
beautiful smiles.”

Patrick Kut, MD, is a board certified family physician,  
seeing patients of all ages, pediatric to geriatric.  
After school and work appointments available

Call for an appointment today - (810) 216-1680
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