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The Church is open daily for private prayer! 

 

Public Masses at St. Christopher resume  

Tuesday, May 19th.  
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Parish Offices are closed
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Pope Francis’ Mission Statement:  To Become a Band of Joyful Missionary 

Disciples. 

Archdiocese of Detroit’s Mission Statement:  To Unleash the Gospel. 

Saint Christopher’s Parish Mission Statement:  Transform Lives in Jesus 

Christ Through the Power and Freedom of the Gospel. 

Parish Vision Statement:  Foster a Personal Encounter with Jesus. 

Pastor’s Points of Perspective.  Hello my dear brothers and sisters of Saint 

Christopher’s Parish Family.  As I sit down to write this article I want you all to 

know that I am in a stream-of-consciousness writing/thinking mode and aware of 

a weird complex combination of multiple moods – so consider yourselves 

warned – and I assure you, I am perfectly sane. 

 

We are all experiencing many new challenges in our lives today.  I need not list 

examples since each of us need only to compare what our lives were like in early March to what they are now.  

In addition, the mental health crisis we are and will be experiencing over the next sixty years goes without 

saying.  There are many concerns everywhere in our lives, in our culture, church and society – literally – 

everywhere.  No place or life or industry or part of society is untouched by what is going on in our world – and 

who could describe it?  Whether Covid-19 will kill us all or the one-world government elitists will pull of their 

world take-over, or to whatever it may be – you may pick the concern du jour. 

 

But come on people, let’s not lose our heads, hearts, and especially not our faith.  I do not want one of you to 

live as if God somehow has ignored us, abandoned His world, or even stopped thinking of each and every 

human person He has created or every aspect of this entire earth or the rest of His creation He has made for 

one single moment!  God knows all, and He has all under His control as far as the destination, or the “end,” or 

where this all will go, or to which all this pandemic-ism will lead.  For whatever reason, whatever God is 

doing is requiring more time than we are accustomed to giving for His amazingly extraordinary 

(Continued on page 2) 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, May 17 

Mass    † Joe Roehl  

     by Ted & Veronica Wessel 

  † Deborah James  

     by Dave & Heather Stadler 

  Special Intentions for  

              Richard & Linda Karas  

     by the Kalbaugh family  

              Vocations to the Priesthood  

       & Religious Life 

          Parishioners & Territorial Souls  

                    of St. Christopher 

Monday, May 18  

Mass   † Pete Garijo (9 years)  

       by his family  

Tuesday, May 19 

9:00 am Mass    

  † Sally Eagen  

        by Dave & Linda Tokarski 

Wednesday, May 20 

Thursday, May 21 

7:00 pm Mass    

  Parishioners & Territorial Souls  

  of St. Christopher 

7:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration with 

 Benediction 

Friday, May 22 

6:00 pm Mass     

 

Special Intentions for  

Fr. James Arwady on his  

10 year Anniversary of  

the Priesthood  

 

Saturday, May 23 

5:00 pm Mass     

       Parishioners & Territorial Souls  

              of St. Christopher 

Sunday, May 24 

8:00 am Mass     

   † Joseph Molinaro (11 years)  

      by Jill & Jerry Measel 

  † Daniel Satterwhite  

      by Deidre & Maria 

  † Sam Serra   

      by his family  

11:00 am Mass 

              † Robert Troy   

      by Ron & Pauline Smarch 

              † Robert Hofmann  

      by his wife, Mary   

   Special Intentions for the  

  living members of the  

 Rosary Altar Society  

accomplishments.  After all, our God works in human hearts, and 

only the Lord knows how to change those.  

 

We are called to wait in faith still believing.  For whatever our 

concerns, faith is the answer, and perseverance is our action.  If 

you’ve been lukewarm about your faith, now is not the time to get 

cold, but rather to ramp up the heat.  Faith must be an action that 

guides us into hope and loving actions – not to mention, with 

courage and confidence.  I thought we were living in the Season of 

the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Okay, so our faith actually has to 

be used in Easter 2020.  We never knew how easy we had it in those 

previous years, did we? 

 

I have served you local people here for almost five years in this 

Marysville Church, and coming up on May 22 I will have been a 

priest for ten years.  Yes, Happy 10

th

 Anniversary to me, and thank 

you very much.  We were planning a reception of sorts with 

substantial appetizers for all following a Mass.  Now we will 

postpone the reception.  But we will still livestream the Mass I was 

planning to celebrate on Friday, May 22 at 6:00 PM (for the priest 

on the occasion of his anniversary).  Although we cannot celebrate 

in larger gatherings this occasion of a priestly vocation’s 

anniversary, we have heard that we can reopen Mass earlier in the 

week! 

 

Indeed, there is some late breaking news on our resuming of public 

Mass this Tuesday, May 19, fittingly enough for the week’s 

celebratory tone.  Therefore, beginning May 19 with the 9:00 AM 

Mass we will resume our usual Mass schedule, but Mass attendance 

is going to be socially distanced and face-covered or mask-wearing 

by everyone attending.  With particular concern is that anyone over 

age 65 (CDC guidelines) with health conditions should stay away.  

We are all working together for the sake of the common good and 

public health, so let’s all cooperate together with these new 

guidelines.  More information will be forthcoming. 

 

I will also remind you that the Church is open for prayer.  If you 

find yourself struggling in your faith, make a visit to Jesus – He is 

always here in the Eucharist in the Tabernacle.  We all need His 

presence.  Come, visit, focus on Him, close your eyes, be still and 

feel the Lord move in you. 

 

My apologies for my stream-of-conscious thoughts, now getting 

back to my point – we all have concerns, we all become 

discouraged, but where is our faith?  Do you think I have not been 

discouraged recently?  Do you think I have not felt alone?  Do you 

think I have not felt defeated, meaningless, purposeless, helpless, 

weak and depressed?  Of course!  Lately, I’ve felt all those things 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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St. Christopher’s Parish Support since Shut-down:  

Envelopes & Loose ………..........................$ 46,175.00 

Online Offering ……..……..........................$   6,485.00 

Ash Wednesday ….....……...........................$        45.00 

Holy Thursday ……..................................$      590.00 

Easter ……………..……..........................$   6,200.00 

Total Sunday Collection….....................$  59,495.00 

 

Aid Central/Eastern Europe..…………. $       115.00 

Catholic Relief Services………………. $       478.00 

Peter’s Pence …………………………. $         50.00 

 

Weekly Average ……………..…..…… $    6,610.56 

 

 

 

Thank you for your generous support! 

 

and more.  Even as I approach my 10-year anniversary as a priest, I am still having second thoughts:  do you 

know how much money I could’ve made the last eighteen years?  What a waste and a bad choice this has been!  

I did not prepare this flock very well for this great test of faith.  I have failed them.  Dispel!  Dispel!  Dispel 

and renounce those thoughts!  Let’s remind ourselves who the real enemy is – Satan – and he never plays fair.  

Satan waits until we are weakest, and attacks.  Satan is attempting to destroy an amazing celebration of joyful 

vocation to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ in me, which is also a joyful celebration for this entire parish family.  

I have seen many a priest leave the priesthood in the eight to twelve year mark.  Perhaps I am achieving a 

critical milestone unknown to me.  Nonetheless, you are not alone, and none of us are untouched by all of this. 

What are we doing to ourselves my brothers and sisters?  You’ve heard me say before, be careful what you 

think because it leads to what you believe and be careful what you believe because it leads to what you do.  

Thoughts lead to beliefs and beliefs lead to actions.  Does the devil want me to quit?  Obviously, but only 

because I’ve been bringing the Kingdom – otherwise he would not bother with me.  If my vocation has been 

without effect, I’m sure I would be happy as a faithless clam.  Scripture testifies the devil is like a lion lurking 

at the door waiting to pounce on his prey.  Be steadfast, solid in your faith.  We all experience challenges to 

our vocations, and I mean yours too, as parents, or single people dedicated to apostolic works in our world.  

The unknown can be an occasion for great fear, and the thought of meaninglessness is a source of great 

depression and doubt. 

 

The most important things any of us can and ought to be doing in these times is whatever activity can 

strengthen our faith.  One of the easiest ways to strengthen our faith is to face this present situation we are 

called to endure.  Face your fears with courage, with faith.  Live in faith believing as a true disciple of Jesus 

Christ.  Do not dwell on fear, but rather on faith – say only the good things men and women need to hear. 

 

The way I see it, we have plenty of opportunity to look at the magnificent work God is doing in our world and 

in people right now.  At least the world is finally beginning to appreciate medical personnel, law enforcement 

officers, and military personnel again as they have been so critical and involved in the coronavirus response.  

Still cannot say much for politicians these days, and as civil servants, that truly is very sad.  Still though, 

people are actually thinking of others much more often – they want to give them free meals, coordinate 

personal parades, show gratitude and appreciation – how awesome is that!?  Unfortunately, it takes a 

pandemic. I hope and pray that the unity and solidarity will last. 

 

Yes, we can argue over whether coronavirus is really as bad as the media says it is, or that the whole thing is 

hoax, or that it kills everyone it touches, or is more contagious than our hospital system can handle, or the 

whole thing is being done by China to reach their hegemon destiny – but does it really matter?  The way I see 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Offertory Envelope Options  We ask that, to the best of your ability, 

you continue to make your weekly offertory donations: 

1) you can mail your check into the parish office or  

2) make an online donation on the AOD.org website: go to 

www.aod.org  and select “give”.  Please note that 100% of the 

donations will be transferred into the St. Christopher account.  We are 

truly grateful for your diligent support.  Thank you! 

                          CSA 2019    

Goal $71,327   

Total Pledges……………..$  142,435.50 

Contributions Received ….$  136,858.00 

Families Supporting CSA…………...233 

 

 Please make checks payable to Archdiocese of Detroit—CSA  
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Musical Musings.  As the Easter Season begins to draw to a close, we see that the readings of the Liturgy draw our 

attention to Our Lord preparing the disciples for His departure to heaven, and teaching them that to love Him we 

need only to keep His commandments and be open to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

This weekend, our small choir will sing the well-known If Ye Love Me by Thomas Tallis, which draws its text 

directly from today’s Gospel. 

 

If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

And I will pray the Father, 

and he shall give you another comforter, 

that he may 'bide with you forever; 

E'en the sp'rit of truth. 

  John 14:15-17 

 

Thomas Tallis lived during a time of massive religious upheaval, under four monarchs, including Henry VIII.  He 

wrote for both Catholic and Protestant liturgies, therefore one can find different works by him both in English and 

Latin. Although he was officially employed by the Church of England after its break with Rome, he maintained his 

Catholic Faith.  It is amusing to me that the Anglicans have him and his famous student, William Byrd, on their 

liturgical calendar on November 21

st

.  (He is not a canonized saint in the Catholic Church).  One of his best known 

pieces, the Tallis Canon, has been sung numerous times here at                     St. Christopher’s by our children’s 

choir. 

 

This Thursday is the 40

th

 day after Easter, the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord.  In this diocese, the Feast is 

transferred to Sunday, but it is nevertheless the 40

th

 day, and we can remember Our Lord’s Ascension on that day.  

It is also the first day of the oldest novena, the very first novena, which was the nine days of prayer of the Apostles 

who went back to Jerusalem to await the promised coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, after witnessing Our 

Lord’s Ascension.  If you would like to join in a powerful novena to the Holy Spirit starting on this day, I would 

recommend this one: https://www.romancatholicman.com/pentecost-novena/ 

 

Another beautiful occasion will take place this week:  Friday May 22 is the 10

th

 Anniversary of Fr. James’s 

ordination to the Priesthood.  Fr. James will be offering Mass that day at 6 pm.  This is a special Mass for the priest 

himself, which is proper when celebrating sacerdotal anniversaries.  Because of the limited numbers allowed at 

Mass, you may be glad to know that this Mass will be live-streamed.  Let us join our prayers to the Holy Sacrifice 

that day in thanksgiving to God for Father’s priesthood, and that God’s mercy will be on him in abundance as he 

continues to guide his flock here at St. Christopher’s. 

 

Pax, 

Deidre Collins, Music Director 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Our St. Vincent de Paul conference continues to respond to those in need. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul welcomes those 

who wish to serve their neighbor.  St. Vincent de Paul members grow spiritually through service to people in need.  We 

encourage everyone to consider joining St. Christopher’s St. Vincent de Paul conference.   We are all called to learn our 

faith, and to live our faith.   

 

If you are a neighbor in need, please contact the Parish Office.   

 

For all who provide funds to do this work, know that you are all responding to those in need.   

Please make checks payable to St. Vincent de Paul.   
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Classes canceled for the remainder  

of the year  

 

SACRAMENTAL PREP 

Updates will be sent to parents of those 

preparing for sacraments. 

 

QUEST 

*see article below 

 

 

 

The Timothy Office  

is happy to help in the following areas: 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation/First 

Communion & Confirmation 

 

Religious Education/EDGE Middle School 

Formation (grades 1-8) 

 

QUEST High School Formation  

(grades 9-12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristi—Director of Religious Education 

stchrismi.dre@gmail.com 

 

Suzy—Youth Ministry 

1000michiganave@gmail.com 

 

or  

Shelley—Faith Formation Secretary  

ssenyk@stchrismi.org 

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the  

way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”  

~1 Timothy 4:12 

Alpha Youth Feedback 

In response to the "Stay Home, Stay Safe" restrictions of not being 

able to meet in person, QUEST has been meeting online for Alpha 

Youth via Zoom video conferencing twice a week.   

 

I have been thoroughly impressed with the level of interaction and commitment of our 27 participants. We began at the 

end of March and concluded these sessions May 12.  Getting together virtually with our teens to discuss matters of life 

& faith has been life-giving to me personally during this uncomfortable time we live in.  Here are responses from the 

perspective of some of the teens who participated. 

 

Alpha Youth has been...  

 

...informational about the Catholic faith and encouraging! - Emily H 

 

...Great. It has kept me close with the Lord over this hard time and put joy in my life. - Corbin 

 

My experience with alpha youth has been enlightening in my path with Christ. - Hannah 

 

...eye opening in a good way... mostly hearing other opinions about different subjects and seeing how many people 

[from street interviews] don't believe in God. It made me feel blessed to have grown up in the Catholic Church. - Elle  

 

...enjoyable, while I don't think it could ever replace normal Sunday meetings for Quest it made a very good substitute 

for our current situation. - Barrett 

 

My experience with Alpha Youth has been a new one. The videos are extremely worth it! - Mae  

 

... refreshing. It's fun to experience the Alpha Youth videos along with the kids from QUEST from the comfort of my 

home. - Charlie 

 

My experience with Alpha Youth has been helping me get through this unpredictable 

time - Haila 

 

My experience with Alpha Youth has been amazing because it helps me with spiritual 

guidance. - Lauren 

 

My experience with Alpha youth has been something positive to look forward to 

throughout these uncertain times. - Ian 

 

Joyfully in Christ, 

Suzy DeVeny 



St. Christopher, Marysville 

Page 6 

Keep in your Prayers  Mary Bixler 

Casey Bochonowicz Sr.  

Elizabeth Bolton 

Christine Cairns  

Mary Deising 

Steven DeMeulenaere 

Jim Engels  

Amelia Foster 

Denise Gawronski 

Karen Goodmen  

Linda King 

Alexander Kota 

Sondra Kota 

Barbara Letzgus 

Edward Letzgus 

Kim McConnell Kalvert 

Mike Murphy 

Natalie Lech Parent 

Chuck Roehl 

Dorothy Shafran 

Jim Shepherd 

Alma Stoinoff 

Terry Thomas 

Michael J. Ward 

Robert Wawrzyniak 

Sara Wawrzyniak 

 

In this week's Gospel Jesus says, "Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me.  

And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to him." (John 15:21) 

Often times the Ten Commandments are portrayed as punitive, harsh or restrictive  yet when we look at just            

this one verse we see the word "love" is expressed in some form four different times!  That's because the 

Commandments were given to us out of love so that we may better love.  God loves us so much that he wanted to 

give us this gift that will help us live holy and happy lives!  

 

 I watched a video by Bishop Barron that helped me understand that it is best to view the commandments as           

two tablets. The first tablet contains the first three commandments which refer to love of God; have no other              

God before the Lord God, do not take the Lord's name in vain, and keep the Sabbath Day holy.  The first 

commandment is so important because if we keep worship of the Lord first in our hearts our actions will flow from 

that and direct our behavior.  By showing in our speech that we reverence Him (Do not take the Lord's name in 

vain) and showing in our actions that we worship Him (Keep the Sabbath Day holy) we can become a "light" of 

God's love that others can see.    

 

The second tablet contains the remaining seven commandments which refer to love of neighbor; honor thy mother 

and father, do not kill, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear false witness against your neighbor, do not 

covet your neighbor's goods, and do not covet your neighbor's wife. Bishop Barron explains that if we love and 

worship God (as directed in the first three commandments) we will love what God loves... which is us!  This is 

how the second tablet naturally flows from the first tablet because it is all directed toward love of neighbor. These 

last seven  Commandments help us learn to love others as God loves us.   

 

Maybe you could take some time this week to reflect on just one of the Ten Commandments and ask God to            

help you hear what he's trying to teach you through it. We can find both depth and practical knowledge included    

in each of the commandments once we explore them.  I know for myself that when I meditated and read            

some books on keeping the Sabbath holy (the third commandment) I was able to make some needed changes. Once 

I understood that this commandment was given to me by a loving God to help me 

become a more loving holy person for others those changes were easier to make.  

Also, if you'd like to go deeper into what I'm talking about please watch the video 

"Bishop Barron on the Ten Commandments" https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=pFemAFXCQ9Q.   He explains it much better than I do! :)  I miss seeing all of 

you, and I am praying for our St. Christopher family! 

 

Blessings,  

Kristi Socha 

Director of Religious Education   
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things is that you can either talk about it and analyze it and argue about it ad nausea (that is until you’re sick or 

throw up), or you can deal with the reality.  The reality is that there is plenty of conflicting information out 

there about coronavirus, and the question is “how do I respond?”  I can deal with the reality, or I can continue 

to be stuck in “analysis paralysis” mode, never making a decision on how to respond.  If you were to make a 

decision on what to do about coronavirus today, what would that be?  I have decided that I am going to live in 

faith.  Be faithful until death in order to receive your crown of glory.  All of us must face the pandemic with 

faith if we are going to survive.  Only by faith shall we live. 

 

Fraternally, 

Fr. James 
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Marysville Tire & Auto
291 Range Rd. Kimball
810-364-4700
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Jim MacMillan   
Jeff Semrow
Family Owned

10% OFF Any
Service over $100

with this ad

#1 in Tires
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Home of the Marysville Knights of Columbus
WEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCES

MEETINGS • GRADUATIONS
810-364-6800

4521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 48074
BINGO EVERY SUN 1:15PM,

TUES 10:20AM & WED 6:20PM

Jim Vinckier, Agent
2801 Gratiot Blvd
Marysville, MI 48040
Bus: 810-364-9811
jim.vinckier.r6re@statefarm.com
State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

LET US 
PLACE 
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HERE.

Marysville

1030 Gratiot Blvd.
(810) 364-7737

We have your fresh 
interests at HEART

CAROLAN FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Kevin B. Carolan, D.D.S.
Andrew R. Carolan, D.D.S.
~ St. Mary’s Parishioner ~

General Dentistry
901 Superior Street
810-982-7682

Eric Deising
Parish Member

810-922-0210 
St. Clair 

Chevrolet 
Buick GMC 

New and Pre-Owned Sales

 Ed Quain
 ASSOCIATE BROKER
 Cell: 810.343.6013
 Bus: 810.364.8700
 Parish Member

JONES EQUIPMENT

Sales and Service
1777 Busha Hwy.

Marysville, MI 48040
(810) 364-6400

RENTALRENTAL

INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE
www.kearnsagencymi.com

1101 Pine Grove, PORT HURON, MI  (810) 987-3330

Edw “Ted” 
Kearns Jr. 

Timothy
Kearns

Mark
Kearns

Ron 
Sutherland

Shannon
Smith
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Matt
Kearns

NEW BALTIMORE
35050 23 Mile Rd., Ste. D

586-725-4411
EAST CHINA

4014 S. River Rd
810-329-6671 

drcbrieden.com

“We create 
beautiful smiles.”

Patrick Kut, MD, is a board certified family physician,  
seeing patients of all ages, pediatric to geriatric.  
After school and work appointments available

Call for an appointment today - (810) 216-1680

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474


