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Pope Francis’ Mission Statement:  To Become a Band of Joyful  

Missionary Disciples. 

Archdiocese of Detroit’s Mission Statement:  To Unleash the Gospel. 

Saint Christopher’s Parish Mission Statement:  Transform Lives in Jesus 

Christ Through the Power and Freedom of the Gospel. 

Parish Vision Statement:  Foster a Personal Encounter with Jesus. 

 

 

Pastor’s Points of Perspective.  How to Become a Better Catholic.  Greetings, 

and the Father’s Blessing be upon you, my dear spiritual children.  I am 

beginning a new series in the bulletin about “how to become a better Catholic,” 

so you will be seeing different topics in the coming bulletins each week.  Here 

is the first:  The Universal Call to Holiness. 

 

“All Christians in any state or walk of life are called to the fullness of Christian life and to the perfection of 

charity” (Vatican Council II, Lumen Gentium (LG), 31).  Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect (Mt 

5:48).  God wants us to be holy.  One must try to sanctify oneself in one’s place within the Church of Christ. 

 

“[Lay Christians] live in the ordinary circumstances of family and social life, from which the very web of their 

existence is woven” (LG, 31).  “By their very vocation, they seek the Kingdom of God by engaging in 

temporal affairs and by ordering them according to the plan of God.  They live in the world, that is, in each and 

in all of the secular professions and occupations” (LG, 31). 

 

“Hence the laity, dedicated as they are to Christ and anointed by the Holy Spirit, are marvelously called and 

prepared, so that even richer fruits of the Spirit may be produced in them.  For all their works, prayers, and 

apostolic undertakings, family and married life, daily work, relaxation of mind and body, if they are 

accomplished in the Spirit – indeed even the hardships of life, if patiently borne – all these become spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  In the celebration of the Eucharist these may most fittingly 

be offered to the Father along with the body of the Lord.  And so, worshiping everywhere by their holy 

actions, the laity consecrate the world itself to God, everywhere offering worship by the holiness of their 

lives” (Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), 901). 

 

“Priests will acquire holiness in their own distinctive way by exercising their functions sincerely and tirelessly 

in the Spirit of Christ.  Since they are ministers of the Word of God, they read and hear every day the Word of 

God, which they must teach to others.  If they strive at the same time to make it part of their own lives, they 

will become daily more perfect disciples of the Lord….” (Vatican Council II, Presbyterorum Ordinis (PO), 

20; cf 1Tm 4:15-16). 

 

In order to sanctify ourselves in the ordinary circumstances of our life, we need to grow in our spiritual life, 

especially through prayer, self-denial, and work.  “Prayer,” “self-denial” and “work” will be covered next 

week. 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church Preface for this Weekend’s Readings to Ponder.  “The economy of law 

and grace turns men's hearts away from avarice and envy.  It initiates them into desire for the Sovereign Good; 

it instructs them in the desires of the Holy Spirit who satisfies man's heart.  The God of the promises always 

warned man against seduction by what from the beginning has seemed ‘good for food . . . a delight to the 

eyes . . . to be desired to make one wise’” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 2541). 

 

Fraternally, 

Fr. James 
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BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST and HIS CHURCH   

 on September 12, 2020 

 Sutton Estelle Smith  

  Child of:   

Brendt & Nicole (Godlewski) Smith  

     

 

 

 

 

 

Alicia Rybinski & Patrick Colley 

New Parishioners 

 

Dittenber family 

Kenneth & Jessica (O’Leary) 

& Maverick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 20 

Religious Education Materials Pick-up  

(1st -5th grade) in the Social Hall after  

all Masses 

   8:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Children’s Church  

 4:00 pm Confession 

 5:30 pm Mass 

Monday, September 21 

 9:00 am Mass  

  † Robert Troy 

    by Terry, Matt & Ann Troy & Sara Tait 

   6:00 pm Religious Ed Materials Pick-up 

Tuesday, September 22 

 9:00 am Mass 

  † Fr. Stephen Rooney 

    by the Kalbaugh family 

Wednesday, September 23 

Thursday, September 24  

 5:00 pm Adult choir practice 

 7:00 pm Mass 

  † William & Ruth Ann Bier 

    by Mike & Joanne Wesch 

Friday, September 25 

   6:00 am That Man Is You 

   9:00 am Mass 

  † Bernice & Eugene Melczarczyk 

     by Michael Mary Byington 

   6:30 pm Teen Choir Practice 

Saturday, September 26~ The Most Holy 

Name of Mary    

Sunday, September 27 

   8:00 am Mass 

 9:30 am  RCIA     

 11:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Children’s Church  

 4:00 pm Confession 

 5:30 pm Mass 

  You are invited to join a Public Square Rosary Crusade on  

Saturday, October 10, 2020 at Noon 

At the northwest corner of Gratiot and Michigan in Marysville 

 

*This Public Square Rosary, sponsored by America Needs Fatima, 

will be one of over 20,000 rallies that take place on that day.  
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Keep in your Prayers  

Mary Bixler 

Elizabeth Bolton 

Linda Bowman 

Marilyn Bromberger 

Christine Cairns  

William Cairns  

Marilyn Cruickshank 

Mary Deising 

Steven DeMeulenaere 

Jim Engels  

Amelia Foster 

Denise Gawronski 

Karen Goodmen  

Rick Goodmen 

Linda King 

Sondra Kota 

Barbara Letzgus 

Edward Letzgus 

Kim McConnell Kalvert 

Mark Meier 

Iris Miguel 

Mike Murphy 

Mary E. O’Brien 

Natalie Lech Parent 

Greg Porrett 

Chuck Roehl 

Dorothy Shafran 

Jim Shepherd 

David Socha  

Michael J. Ward 

Robert Wawrzyniak 

Sara Wawrzyniak 

 

 

          acred Music Ministry 

 

 

Musical Musings 

In my last article I made a commitment to talk about the importance of familiarity in Liturgical music.  So, here is 

my effort to keep that commitment, although I must say that it is a difficult topic!  

 

With the failed efforts to implement the reforms of the Liturgy called for at the Second Vatican Council, much of 

the music we hear at Mass since then is more religious than it is sacred. So, although this music has become 

familiar in one sense, and can serve well in personal worship of God outside of Mass, because it is not, strictly 

speaking, sacred music, it does not belong properly at the Mass.  

 

The word familiar is derived from the Latin word familia, which means household servant, or family. It therefore 

makes sense that the prayers and music of the Liturgy should be familiar, since the community of believers makes 

up a family, and we are God’s household servants.  But what exactly do we mean when we say “familiar?” In the 

context of Liturgical music, the term may take on a slightly different meaning from when we use it in every day 

parlance.  

 

Because music is the language of the heart, it is a powerful means for expressing prayer, which originates in the 

heart. Music has the power not only to move our emotions but also our spirit. This is one reason that music holds 

such a prominent place in the praying of the Mass. Properly speaking, we don’t sing at Mass, but rather sing the 

Mass. The Mass is the most powerful prayer there is, as it is in fact the offering of Jesus, the Eternal Word, to the 

Eternal Father. Because Jesus is the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, we can say that the Mass is very personal 

prayer, with the Person of Christ at its center. It is also very personal, as those present, joining themselves to the 

prayer of the Mass, are drawn into Christ Himself, and also make themselves an offering to the Father. 

 

As Fr. James wrote in one of his recent bulletin articles, the opening prayer of the Mass is called the Collect, as all 

the prayers and intentions that are held in the hearts of the Faithful are collected and offered to God by the priest 

who stands in the Person of Christ. As a community, being joined together at the Altar of God, we leave aside our 

personal preferences and have our identity in the family of God.  Just as in a natural family the members leave aside 

their personal preferences for the sake of unity, but without losing their individual identity, in the supernatural 

family that is the Church, we put aside our personal preferences for the sake of unity in prayer. And just as in the 

natural family the customs and traditions form over time, in the supernatural family of the Church, the customs and 

traditions have formed since the Institution of the Universal Church in what we call Sacred Tradition. The music of 

the Liturgy is called sacred music, and this sacred music becomes familiar to the Faithful the more they hear and 

sing it.  In this sense, we can say that the familiarity of the music helps us to express well, and with full 

participation, our prayers to God. 

 

Deidre Collins 

Director of Sacred Music 
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The Daily Examen 

"Find God in all things" ~ Saint Ignatius of Loyola 

 

The Society of Jesus was founded by Saint Ignatius of Loyola and his companions in 1504. Their spirituality was grounded in the 

belief that God was active in our world and that we should look for God in all things as we lived our daily lives. Saint Ignatius and the 

Jesuits believed that when we become aware of God's presence we are better equipped to reach out to those in our world with His 

love thorough our speech and actions.  However, learning to look deeply, to truly examine our days,  takes effort and practice.  Think 

about it. How often do we find our feet hitting the floor after the alarm clock rings and our bodies and minds rush through our days 

frantically accomplishing tasks?  Before we know it the day is over, our heads hit the pillow and we fall asleep exhausted only to 

wake up and begin the cycle again.  We barely have time to breathe deeply much less be aware of God's presence. 

 

However, Saint Ignatius encouraged prayer-filled mindfulness by offering his followers, and in turn us, a method of prayer called the 

Daily Examen.  It provides the structure for us to stop and prayerfully reflect on the events of the day so we can both detect God's 

presence and discern where He wants to lead us.  Each day we are required to make countless choices that either draw us closer to 

God or pull us farther away.  By taking the time each night to look back upon our day, contemplate those choices, and become aware 

of how we responded to God in those moments, we can grow in gratitude and become better witnesses of God's love. 

 

But how do we pray in this manner? Saint Ignatius encouraged the following steps; however, remember that prayer is a personal 

conversation between you and God so do not get so concerned with praying this "perfectly" that you miss the heart of what God is 

saying to you.  Also you may see other variations of the Examen where the stages vary in number or differ slightly in title.  Don't get 

distracted by that. The goal is the same...to become more aware of God presence.  Begin by asking the Holy Spirit to give you the 

grace to see yourself and your choices honestly as you review your day and then move through the following steps at a meditative 

pace. 

1.   Express gratitude: Look back and name anything from the day for which you are especially grateful.  Thank God for 

 those blessings.  

2.   Review the day: Here is where you take the time to reflect back on the events of your day. Walk through your day from the 

 time you woke up until the present moment and notice when you felt God's presence.  It may have been when you received 

 a call of encouragement at just the right moment or noticed the sun shining through the window as you worked.  No detail is 

 too small or unimportant.  Examine not only the event but also how you felt.  God employs our emotions to help reach our 

 heart.   Trust that the Holy Spirit will help bring these moments to your mind.   

3.   Name your sorrows:  Once again, look back over your day and notice the times you didn't respond to God's calling.  

 Maybe you were dismissive to your child or rude to the driver who cut you off in traffic.  It could be that you had unkind 

 thoughts about another person or that you didn't pray at all during the day.  Reflect on the circumstances and try to 

 understand why you made the choice you did.  Include those things that you did and those that you failed to do.  

4.   Seek forgiveness:   Ask God for forgiveness for those times that you didn't respond in the way that He would want.  If 

 you hurt someone during the course of your day resolve to reconcile with them when you can.  

5.   Ask for grace for tomorrow:  Finish by asking for the grace to see God's presence more clearly the next day.  Ask God to 

 open both your eyes and your heart more fully so that you can  continue to become more aware of where He is leading you 

 during your days.  

 

Remember that when we undertake anything new we can feel awkward or inept.  Praying the Daily Examen is no different.  It takes 

patience, perseverance and practice but the results are well worth it. When we become more 

contemplative and recognize the many ways that God is reaching out to us each day we will find it easier 

to follow His lead and our lives and those of the people around us will become much richer. 

 

Blessings,  Kristi Socha 

 

PS  You can find video or audio recordings of the Daily Examen that will guide you so you are better able 

to focus during your prayer.  Here is a YouTube link to one titled Examen led by Dan Dixon that I have 

found very helpful.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-is-XqyCZB4 

FORMS Available Online 
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Kristi—Director of Religious Education 

stchrismi.dre@gmail.com 

 

Suzy—Youth Ministry 

1000michiganave@gmail.com 

 

Shelley—Faith Formation Secretary  

ssenyk@stchrismi.org 

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the  

way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”  

~1 Timothy 4:12 

 

Back-to-School…Back-to-Mass? 

Each year when the school year starts, we tend to see 

an influx of people attending Mass. I’m grateful to see 

these familiar (and new) faces that belong to our 

parish family. It feels like a homecoming or holiday 

reunion. My hope is that these individuals and families 

have been tending to the health of their souls by 

attending Mass while vacationing or out of town. I 

want the best for my brothers and sisters in Christ, 

which is, of course, receiving Jesus in the Eucharist 

while in a state of grace. Given that life for many of us 

is slowly re-engaging with important activities, I find 

myself wondering when the rest of our parish family 

will come back-to-Mass. 

 

A few weeks ago, Father James wrote something that 

helped to clarify for me when people are ready to 

return to Mass. In his article, he quoted Rev Stephen 

Pullis from the Archdiocese of Detroit in 

saying, “Catholics who engage in other activities that 

would present a similar or greater risk of 

contamination (eating out at restaurants, traveling, 

non-essential shopping, widening one’s circle of 

contacts, etc.) should begin to return to Sunday Mass 

as they are able.”  These benchmarks make sense to 

me. When I first returned to Mass this spring (before 

widening my circle of contacts), I was nervous at what 

it might look like and how I would handle the 

changes. But my desire for Jesus in the Eucharist 

pulled me out of my fear and got me to Mass that first 

weekend. What I found was that I had nothing to be 

concerned about. The precautions that were in place 

put my mind at ease so I could focus on the Holy 

Mass.  

 

A growing concern of mine, however, is when people 

have grown comfortable either missing Mass 

altogether or watching Mass on television/online and 

isolating themselves from our community of believers 

unnecessarily. Isolation is a great way to keep the 

individual members of Christ’s Body (the Church) 

vulnerable. Christ gave us the Church to help us 

journey with each other through life. It’s hard to do 

this when our brothers and sisters aren’t showing up to 

the one time each week we are called to gather: the 

Mass. God has so many graces waiting in the 

Eucharist that is not being received each week because 

the people intended to receive them are not present. 

As we each re-engage in life activities and 

interactions, let’s keep coming back-to-Mass at the 

forefront. Our world is in desperate need for each of 

us to answer God’s call and 

receive the sacramental graces 

intended for our good and the 

good of the world. 

  

Joyfully in Christ, 

Suzy DeVeny 

 

 

QUEST Reminders:   

*Sign & Social is Sunday, Sept 27 @ 7-8pm  

      – teens  and parents invited! 

*Kickoff Bonfire is Sunday, Oct 4 @ 6:30-8:30pm  

        (after 5:30pm Mass) bring a camp chair and  

         invite a friend! 

*Get-to-know-you Gathering is Sunday, Oct 11  

         @ 7-8:30pm 

 

Bible Study Reminder: 

*Our Fall Youth/Young Adult Bible Study  

  begins Sunday, Oct 11 @ 9:30-10:30am –  

  for ages 14-24. There will be 6 sessions total  

  (Oct 11, Oct 25, Nov 8, Nov 29, Dec 13, Dec 27).  

  Please RSVP to Suzy by Oct 4     

  1000michiganave@gmail.com 

 

Confirmation Prep Reminders: 

*Our next session  

(for those who began preparing January 2020)  

is Wed, Sept 23 @ 6:30-8:30pm in Social Hall  

 - teens, parents, and sponsors invited 

 

*New Confirmation Prep group will begin January 2021 
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Day / Time Sunday  8:00 a.m. Sunday  11:00 a.m. Sunday  5:30 p.m. 

Mass  

Intentions 

† John & Genevieve Jacoby (60 years) 

  by Denise Stevens  

† Bernice & Eugene Melczarczyk 

  by Michael & Mary Byington 

Vocations to the Priesthood  

       & Religious Life 

Parishioners & 

     Territorial Souls  

         of St. Christopher  

Celebrant 

Rev. James F. Arwady  Rev. James F. Arwady Rev. James F. Arwady 

Lector 

Justin Bonney Kim Kozlowski Jenine Ulrich 

Hospitality  

Ministers 

Mike O’Brien 

Gale Messing 

Ted Hubbard 

Webb & Sue Coates 

Gary Armstrong 

Dave Huxhold 

Lorraine Frendt 

EMHC 

Troy Voight Cami Armstrong Mike King 

Altar Server 

Lucas Spresser Nick Hong Jerry Measel 

Weekend Liturgy for September 27th, 2020�

��

�

  CSA 2020 

Goal $58,354   

Total Pledges…….……………..$29,383.95 

Contributions Received…….......$24,583.95 

Families Supporting CSA……………….39 

 

 Please make checks payable to  

Archdiocese of Detroit—CSA  

 

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK  

Please patronize our sponsors!  

To view their full ad,  

please see the back page.  

This week we feature:  

 

JONES EQUIPMENT RENTAL 

 

1777 Busha Hwy 

810-364-64000 

St. Christopher’s Parish Support   

September 13, 2020  

 

Loose ….....…...............$          400.00     

Envelopes ……….........$       6,655.00 

Online Offering …........$          200.00 

Total Collection           $       7,255.00  

 

Parishioner Summary 

 

Registered Families…………..706 

Envelopes Received…...……..168 

Percentage of Supporters ……24% 

 

Thank you for your generous support! 

 

 

 

Have you, or someone you know, thought about: 

 

• becoming Catholic?  

• completing Sacraments for full initiation into the Church?  

• learning more about your Catholic faith or enhancing your 

relationship with Jesus? 

 

Well, look no further than the RCIA! 

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

 

We begin our journey on Sunday, September 27, at 9:30 a.m. 

and continue through Sunday, April 20, 2021(two Sundays 

following Easter).  You are invited and welcome to join us!  

Sessions will be filled with faith-sharing on Catholic teaching 

and the Sacraments. You will have opportunities to ask 

questions, receive answers, share faith and participate in 

meaningful discussions.  

For more information and to register:  

• Call the Parish Office at 810-364-4100 

• Complete the form below and return it to the Parish Office 

• Place the form in the offertory basket at Mass.   

 

You will be contacted as soon as possible. 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

Phone:___________________________________________  

Email: ___________________________________________ 



In service to One. 
In service to all.
www.kofc.org

Marysville Tire & Auto
291 Range Rd. Kimball
810-364-4700
www.marysvilletire.com

Jim MacMillan   
Jeff Semrow
Family Owned

10% OFF Any
Service over $100

with this ad

#1 in Tires

THIS SPACE IS

 4-G-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0225

Home of the Marysville Knights of ColumbusHome of the Marysville Knights of Columbus
WEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCESWEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCES

MEETINGS • GRADUATIONSMEETINGS • GRADUATIONS
810-364-6800810-364-6800

4521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 480744521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 48074
BINGO EVERY SUN 1:15PM,

TUES 10:20AM & WED 6:20PM

Jim Vinckier, Agent
2801 Gratiot Blvd
Marysville, MI 48040
Bus: 810-364-9811
jim.vinckier.r6re@statefarm.com
State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

Marysville

1030 Gratiot Blvd.
(810) 364-7737

We have your fresh 
interests at HEART

CAROLAN FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Kevin B. Carolan, D.D.S.
Andrew R. Carolan, D.D.S.
~ St. Mary’s Parishioner ~

General Dentistry
901 Superior Street
810-982-7682

Eric Deising
Parish Member

810-922-0210 
St. Clair 

Chevrolet 
Buick GMC 

New and Pre-Owned Sales

 Ed Quain Ed Quain
 ASSOCIATE BROKER
 Cell: 810.343.6013Cell: 810.343.6013
 Bus: 810.364.8700
 Parish Member

JONES EQUIPMENT

Sales and Service
1777 Busha Hwy.

Marysville, MI 48040
(810) 364-6400

RENTALRENTALRENTAL

NEW BALTIMORE
35050 23 Mile Rd., Ste. D

586-725-4411
EAST CHINA

4014 S. River Rd
810-329-6671 

drcbrieden.com

“We create 
beautiful smiles.”

Patrick Kut, MD, is a board certified family physician,  
seeing patients of all ages, pediatric to geriatric.  
After school and work appointments available

Call for an appointment today - (810) 216-1680

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474


