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Pope Francis’ Mission Statement:  To Become a Band of Joyful  

Missionary Disciples. 

Archdiocese of Detroit’s Mission Statement:  To Unleash the Gospel. 

Saint Christopher’s Parish Mission Statement:  Transform Lives in Jesus 

Christ Through the Power and Freedom of the Gospel. 

Parish Vision Statement:  Foster a Personal Encounter with Jesus. 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Points of Perspective.  How to Become a Better Catholic.  Greetings, 

and the Father’s Blessing be upon you, my dear spiritual children.  As we 

concluded last weekend’s bulletin with the need to sanctify ourselves in the 

ordinary circumstances of life, always growing in our spiritual life through 

(particularly) prayer, self-denial, and work, we now pick up on these topics where we left off in becoming a 

better Catholic. 

 

The life of Prayer:  “We learn to pray at certain moments by hearing the Word of The Lord and sharing in his 

Paschal Mystery, but His Spirit is offered us at all times, in the events of each day, to make prayer spring up 

from us” (CCC 2659; cf. Mt 6:11, 34).  “Prayer in the events of each day and each moment is one of the 

secrets of the kingdom revealed to “little children,” to the servants of Christ, to the poor of the Beatitudes.  It is 

right and good to pray so that the coming of the kingdom of justice and peace may influence the march of 

history, but it is just as important to bring the help of prayer into humble, everyday situations; all forms of 

prayer can be the leaven to which the Lord compares the Kingdom” (CCC 2660; cf. Lk 13:20-21).  “But do not 

imagine that prayer is an action to be carried out and then forgotten.  The just man “delights in the law of the 

Lord and meditates on His law day and night.  Through the night, I meditate on You” and “my prayer comes to 

you like incense in the evening.”  Our whole day can be a time of prayer – from night to morning and from 

morning to night” (St. Josemaria Escriva, Christ is Passing By (=CPB), 119, Princeton, N.J.:  Scepter 

Publishers, 1974). 

 

The Life of Self-Denial:  “The way of perfection passes by way of the cross.  There is no holiness without 

renunciation and spiritual battle.  Spiritual progress entails the ascesis and mortification that gradually lead to 

living in the peace and joy of the Beatitudes” (CCC 2015; cf. 2Tm 2:4).  “Without mortification there is no 

happiness on earth” (St. Josemaria Escriva, Furrow (=FW), 983, Princeton, N.J.:  Scepter Publishers, 1988).  

“Let us listen to our Lord:  “He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is 

dishonest in a very little thing is dishonest also in much.”  It is as if He were saying to us:  ‘Fight continuously 

in the apparently unimportant things which are to my mind important; fulfill your duty, punctually; smile at 

whoever needs cheering up, even though there is sorrow in your soul; devote the necessary time to prayer, 

without haggling; go to the help of anyone who looks for you; practice justice, and go beyond it with the grace 

of charity’” (CPB, 77).  Self-denial will be more precious if it is united to charity according to the teaching of 

St. Leo the Great:  “Let us give to virtue what we refuse to self-indulgence.  Let what we deny ourselves by 

fast be the refreshment of the poor.” 

 

The Life of Work:  “Human work proceeds directly from persons created in the image of God and called to 

prolong the work of creation by subduing the earth, both with and for one another.  Hence work is a duty:  “if 

anyone will not work, let him not eat.”  Work honors the Creator’s gifts and the talents received from Him.  It 

can also be redemptive.  By enduring the hardship of work in union with Jesus, the carpenter of Nazareth and 

the one crucified on Calvary, man collaborates in a certain fashion with the Son of God in His redemptive 

work.  He shows himself to be a disciple of Christ by carrying the cross, daily in the work he is called to 

accomplish.  Work can be a means of sanctification and a way of animating earthly realities with the Spirit of 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Christ” (CCC 2427; cf. Gaudium et Spes (=GS), 34; Gn 1:28; 9:14-18; Centesimus Annus (=CA), 31; 2Thes 

3:10; 4:11; Laborem Exercens (=LE), 27).  “In work, the person exercises and fulfills in part the potential 

inscribed in his nature.  The primordial value of labor stems from man himself, its author and its beneficiary.  

Work is for man, not man for work.  Everyone should be able to draw from work the means of providing for 

his life and that of his family, and of serving the human community” (CCC 2428; cf. LE, 6). 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church Preface for this Weekend’s Readings to Ponder.  

 “Before we make our own this first exclamation of the Lord's Prayer, we must humbly cleanse our hearts of 

certain false images drawn "from this world." Humility makes us recognize that "no one knows the Son except 

the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him," 

that is, "to little children." [Mt 11:25-27] The purification of 

our hearts has to do with paternal or maternal images, 

stemming from our personal and cultural history, and 

influencing our relationship with God. God our Father 

transcends the categories of the created world. To impose our 

own ideas in this area "upon him" would be to fabricate idols 

to adore or pull down. To pray to the Father is to enter into his 

mystery as he is and as the Son has revealed him to 

us” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 2779). 

 

Fraternally, 

Fr. James 

(Continued from page 2) 

Sunday, September 27 

   8:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Children’s Church  

 4:00 pm Confession 

 5:30 pm Mass 

 7:00 pm QUEST Sign-in Social 

Monday, September 28 

 9:00 am Mass  

  † Lucille Bellinger 

    by her family 

   Tuesday, September 29 

 9:00 am Mass 

  † Bernice & Eugene Melczarczyk 

     by Michael & Mary Byington 

Wednesday, September 30 

Thursday, October 1 

 5:00 pm Adult choir practice 

 7:00 pm Mass 

  † Bernice & Eugene Melczarczyk 

     by Michael & Mary Byington 

Friday, October 2 

   6:00 am That Man Is You 

   9:00 am Mass 

  † William & Ruth Ann Bier 

     by Mike & Joanne Wesch 

   6:30 pm Teen Choir Practice 

Saturday, October 3 

 6:30 pm EDGE Middle School Bonfire 

Sunday, October 4 

   8:00 am Mass 

 9:30 am  RCIA     

 11:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Children’s Church  

 4:00 pm Confession 

 5:30 pm Mass 
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Prayer Posture 

Each morning during my prayer 

time, I sit with my eyes closed (to 

reduce distraction) and hands open 

on my lap after reading scripture 

and ask what the Lord would like 

me to surrender to Him that day 

and what He would like me to receive from Him. I 

find this body posture to be helpful in opening up my 

heart to hear His voice. It recently occurred to me 

that this body posture is similar for Mass.   

 

When I first kneel down before the liturgy begins, I 

am actively stirring up all the things, thoughts, 

people, events, etc. that I am freely offering to our 

Lord.  He patiently waits for me to surrender these 

areas of my life so He can transform them into 

something better. The prayer posture of opening my 

hands is simply aiding me for what is going on in my 

prayer. When I am walking forward for communion, 

I am opening myself to receive (not take) our Lord 

Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. Open hands, or more 

vulnerably open mouth, express this humility in 

being truly fed by the hands of the priest. Once I 

return to my seat, I close my eyes (again to reduce 

distraction) and bow my head during this precious 

time to offer my prayers of gratitude and listen for 

His voice that is ever so close to me.  

 

Are you aware of your body posture when praying? 

Whether you are standing with eyes and hands 

raised, kneeling with hands folded, sitting with hands 

open or humbly lying prostrate on the floor, God has 

given us bodies to help us as we experience our 

relationship with Him. Different prayer postures may 

open your heart to surrendering and receiving what 

our loving God has in store for you.  Give it a try. 

 

Joyfully in Christ, 

Suzy DeVeny 

 

QUEST Reminders:   

*Sign & Social is Sunday, Sept 27 @ 7-8pm  

teens and parents invited! 

 

*Kickoff Bonfire is Sunday, Oct 4 @ 6:30-8:30pm 

(after 5:30pm Mass)   

bring a camp chair and invite a friend! 

 

*Get-to-know-you Gathering is  

Sunday, Oct 11 @ 7-8:30pm 

 

Bible Study Reminder: 

*Our Fall Teen/Young Adult Bible Study begins 

Sunday, Oct 11 @ 9:30-10:30am – for ages 14-24. 

There will be 6 sessions total (Oct 11, Oct 25,  

Nov 8, Nov 29, Dec 13, Dec 27). Please RSVP  

to Suzy by Oct 4 1000michiganave@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the  

way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”  

~1 Timothy 4:12 

Keep in your Prayers  

Mary Bixler 

Elizabeth Bolton 

Linda Bowman 

Marilyn Bromberger 

Christine Cairns  

William Cairns  

Marilyn Cruickshank 

Mary Deising 

Steven DeMeulenaere 

Jim Engels  

Amelia Foster 

Denise Gawronski 

Karen Goodmen  

Rick Goodmen 

Linda King 

Sondra Kota 

Barbara Letzgus 

Edward Letzgus 

Kim McConnell Kalvert 

Mark Meier 

Iris Miguel 

Mike Murphy 

Mary E. O’Brien 

Natalie Lech Parent 

Greg Porrett 

Chuck Roehl 

Dorothy Shafran 

Jim Shepherd 

Michael J. Ward 

Robert Wawrzyniak 

Sara Wawrzyniak 

 

 

Kristi—Director of Religious Education 

stchrismi.dre@gmail.com 

 

Suzy—Youth Ministry 

1000michiganave@gmail.com 

 

Shelley—Faith Formation Secretary  

ssenyk@stchrismi.org 
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The members of  

St. Christopher’s Parish  

extend their prayers and  

sympathy to the  

family and friends of   

David Socha 

Keep our Military in Your Prayers 

MK1  EJ Anglebrandt, U.S.C.G. 

SFC Shelby Bixler, U.S. Army 

Major Clayton Cruickshank, U.S.A.F. 

Lt. Mark Cruickshank, U.S.A.F. 

CPL Nicolas Deland, U.S. Marines  

A1C MacKinley Eckert, U.S.A.F. 

A1C Marshall Eckert, U.S.A.F. 

PFC Jordan Garijo, U.S. Army 

Pvt. Nathaniel Nelson Hohf, MI N’tl Grd  

Sgt Joe Kilbourne, U.S. Army 

Cpl Michael Knowles, U.S. Army 

Sgt Mario Nowicki, U.S. Army 

 PO2 David Patchel, U.S. Navy 

Capt Chelsea Patino, U.S.A.F. 

Capt Taque Patino, U.S.A.F. 

CPT Lt Eric Reder, U.S. Army 

C4 Jacob Redlawski, U.S.A.F. 

LCpl John Russ, U.S. Marines 

Sgt Curtis Senyk, U.S. Marines 

 LCpl Randy Washburn, U.S. Marines   
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acred Music Ministry 

 

 

Musical Musings 

 

This week, on September 29

th

, the Church celebrates the Feast of the Archangels, St. Michael, St. Gabriel and 

St. Raphael. Three days later, October 2, she celebrates the Feast of the Guardian Angels. 

 

“The angels surround the priest,” writes St. John Chrysostom. “The whole sanctuary and the space before the 

altar is filled with the heavenly Powers come to honor Him who is present upon the altar.” And elsewhere: 

“Think now of what kind of choir you are going to enter. Although vested with a body, you have been judged 

worthy to join the Powers of heaven in singing the praises of Him who is Lord of all.” “Behold the royal table. 

The angels serve at it. The Lord Himself is present.” 

 

In addition to the Holy Angels being honored with their own Liturgical Feasts, we find the Angels referenced 

throughout the Liturgy. In the Eastern Catholic Liturgy, referred to as the Divine Liturgy, there is what is 

known as the Cherubic Hymn, or song of the angels. It is sung prior to the profession of Faith. 

 

"We, who mystically represent the Cherubim, 

And chant the thrice-holy hymn to the Life-giving Trinity, 

Let us set aside the cares of life 

That we may receive the King of all, 

Escorted invisibly by ranks of angels, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia." 

 

Prior to the great moment of the Consecration, in the Eastern Rite Liturgy, the priest prays: 

 

“…we thank You for this Liturgy, which you have deigned to accept from our hands, even though there stand 

before You thousands of archangels, and tens of thousands of angels, the cherubim and seraphim, six-winged 

and many-eyed hovering aloft on their wings, exclaiming:” 

 

In our own Latin Rite, the priest prays (in the words of one of the Prefaces): 

 

“… Through Him the Angels praise Your majesty, Dominions adore and Powers tremble before you. Heaven 

and the Virtues of heaven and the blessed Seraphim worship together with exultation. May our voices, we 

pray, join with theirs in humble praise, as we acclaim: 

 

  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.  

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest.” 

 

How awesome to know that in every Catholic church where Our Lord’s Presence is accompanied by 

innumerable angels whose voices we join in the praise and worship of the Holy Trinity! 

 

Deidre Collins 

Director of Sacred Music 
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Day / Time Sunday  8:00 a.m. Sunday  11:00 a.m. Sunday  5:30 p.m. 

Mass  

Intentions 

† Joe Roehl 

  by his family 

† Robert & Margaret Gibbs 

  by Mike & Suzanne O’Brien 

† Richard D. Warchol 

  by John Warchol 

† Dave Boddy 

  by VJ & Shari Severini & family 

† Linda Moran 

  by Tom & Sheila Jobbitt 

† Kurt Meyers(34 years) 

  by his family 

Parishioners & 

     Territorial Souls  

         of St. Christopher  

Celebrant 

Rev. James F. Arwady  Rev. James F. Arwady Rev. James F. Arwady 

Lector 

Mark Schweihofer Matt Patana John Gomola 

Hospitality  

Ministers 

Selina Schweihofer 

Jacque Schweihofer 

Terry & Evelyn  Carl Kevin Hepinstall 

Penny Trottier 

EMHC 

Sue Dega Cori Krohn Sherry Kobe 

Altar Server 

Vincent Schweihofer Griffin Badley Konner Wattle 

Weekend Liturgy for October 4, 2020 

  CSA 2020 

Goal $58,354   

Total Pledges…….……………..$41,308.95 

Contributions Received…….......$34,008.95 

Families Supporting CSA……………….48 

 

 Please make checks payable to  

Archdiocese of Detroit—CSA  

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK  

 

Please patronize our sponsors!  

To view their full ad,  

please see the back page.  

This week we feature:  

MARYSVILLE TIRE  

& AUTO 

291 Range Rd. 

810-364-4700 

St. Christopher’s Parish Support   

September 20, 2020  

 

Loose ….....…...............$          410.00     

Envelopes ……….........$       6,405.00 

Online Offering …........$          230.00 

Total Collection           $       7,045.00  

 

Parishioner Summary 

 

Registered Families…………..706 

Envelopes Received…...……..135 

Percentage of Supporters ……19% 

 

Thank you for your generous support! 

 

 

 

  You are invited to join a Public Square Rosary Crusade on  

Saturday, October 10, 2020 at Noon 

At the northwest corner of Gratiot and Michigan in Marysville 

 

*This Public Square Rosary, sponsored by  

America Needs Fatima, will be one of over 20,000 rallies 

 that take place on that day.  
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BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST 

 and HIS CHURCH   

 

on September 26, 2020 

 

Maverick Keith Dittenber 

 

  Child of:  Kenneth  &  Jessica (O’Leary) Dittenber 

 

Alicia Rybinski & Patrick Colley 

 

Anna Dhooghe & Devin Thoms    



In service to One. 
In service to all.
www.kofc.org

Marysville Tire & Auto
291 Range Rd. Kimball
810-364-4700
www.marysvilletire.com

Jim MacMillan   
Jeff Semrow
Family Owned

10% OFF Any
Service over $100

with this ad

#1 in Tires

THIS SPACE IS

 4-G-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0225

Home of the Marysville Knights of ColumbusHome of the Marysville Knights of Columbus
WEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCESWEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCES

MEETINGS • GRADUATIONSMEETINGS • GRADUATIONS
810-364-6800810-364-6800

4521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 480744521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 48074
BINGO EVERY SUN 1:15PM,

TUES 10:20AM & WED 6:20PM

Jim Vinckier, Agent
2801 Gratiot Blvd
Marysville, MI 48040
Bus: 810-364-9811
jim.vinckier.r6re@statefarm.com
State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

Marysville

1030 Gratiot Blvd.
(810) 364-7737

We have your fresh 
interests at HEART

CAROLAN FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Kevin B. Carolan, D.D.S.
Andrew R. Carolan, D.D.S.
~ St. Mary’s Parishioner ~

General Dentistry
901 Superior Street
810-982-7682

Eric Deising
Parish Member

810-922-0210 
St. Clair 

Chevrolet 
Buick GMC 

New and Pre-Owned Sales

 Ed Quain Ed Quain
 ASSOCIATE BROKER
 Cell: 810.343.6013Cell: 810.343.6013
 Bus: 810.364.8700
 Parish Member

JONES EQUIPMENT

Sales and Service
1777 Busha Hwy.

Marysville, MI 48040
(810) 364-6400

RENTALRENTALRENTAL

NEW BALTIMORE
35050 23 Mile Rd., Ste. D

586-725-4411
EAST CHINA

4014 S. River Rd
810-329-6671 

drcbrieden.com

“We create 
beautiful smiles.”

Patrick Kut, MD, is a board certified family physician,  
seeing patients of all ages, pediatric to geriatric.  
After school and work appointments available

Call for an appointment today - (810) 216-1680

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474


