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Pope Francis’ Mission Statement:  To Become a Band of Joyful  

Missionary Disciples. 

Archdiocese of Detroit’s Mission Statement:  To Unleash the Gospel. 

Saint Christopher’s Parish Mission Statement:  Transform Lives in Jesus 

Christ Through the Power and Freedom of the Gospel. 

Parish Vision Statement:  Foster a Personal Encounter with Jesus. 

 

How to Become a Better Catholic.  Greetings, and the Father’s Blessing be 

upon you, my dear spiritual children.  With any relatively large endeavor we 

need a “game plan” – an approach, a strategy, a process or a methodology.  The 

greatest and biggest endeavor of our lives here on earth is reaching and attaining 

for ourselves the eternal life of Heaven.  Last weekend we presented the basic 

summary of Christian (Catholic) beliefs we are to know and to believe.  This weekend I present to you the  

idea of a “spiritual game plan” for happiness in this life and in the life to come. 

 

Do we want to be good Christians or better Catholics?  Then we need a spiritual game plan.  The first rule or 

the first principle of the moral life is to “do good and avoid evil.”  Therefore, the first of our battles will be to 

enter into and remain in the state of grace, that is, to avoid any mortal sin.  Recall that for a sin to be mortal 

requires three things:  full knowledge, free consent, and grave matter – otherwise, it’s venial.  But because we 

want to love God above all things, we will also try not to commit any venial sins. 

 

What will be our plan?  The practice of some acts of piety throughout the day will help us to have a divine 

contemplative life in the midst of the daily routine (the “daily grind” or the “rat race”).  The habitual 

performance of these pious acts will also be the foundation for growing in Christian virtues.  Most important is 

to be consistent in your daily schedule in your spiritual game plan so that you will live as a child of God. 

 

Daily Spiritual Game Plan 

• Get up at a fixed time, as early as possible.  The ideal is to get eight hours of sleep, which should be 

enough (therefore, go to bed early!).  More than eight or less than six hours of sleep is usually not healthy. 

• Offer your day to God through the intercession of Our Lady.  Make the “daily grind” a prayer of sacrificial 

offering! 

• Work with order and intensity during the day as a way of serving God.  Set goals and establish priorities in 

order to develop a practical schedule.  Sanctifying ordinary work is the goal of our life. 

•  Try to attend Mass, receiving Holy Communion, as often as possible.  This is the best sacrifice we can 

offer to God.  Prepare yourself for Mass by spending some time in prayer. 

• Spend some time in mental prayer before the Blessed Sacrament (15 minutes, if possible). 

• Pray the Angelus.  Traditionally, the Angelus is prayed at sunrise (6:00 AM), noon and sunset (6:00 PM); 

during Eastertime, pray the Regina Caeli at these times instead. 

• Pray the Holy Rosary, if possible, with your family, offering each decade for a specific intention. 

• Do some other spiritual reading.  Start with the New Testament or some well-known spiritual book.  Ten 

to fifteen minutes is sufficient. 

• Make a short examination of conscience at the end of the day before going to bed.  Two or three minutes is 

enough.  Follow these steps:  Humble yourself in the presence of God.  Tell Him, “Lord, if you will, you 

can make me clean.”  Ask for light to acknowledge your defects and virtues and to see the dangers and 

opportunities of the day.  Ask for repentance, amendment, and encouragement. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Weekly Spiritual Game Plan 

• Center all activities around the Holy Mass on Sunday, the Lord’s Day.  It is also a family day – for rest and 

spiritual growth. 

• If you do not receive Holy Communion every day, receive at least on Sundays and Holy Days of 

Obligation. 

• Saturday is traditionally dedicated to the Most Blessed Virgin Mary. Honor her and say some special 

prayer, such as the Hail Holy Queen. 

 

Monthly Spiritual Game Plan 

• Go to Confession at least once a month.  It is the sacrament of joy.  Pope Saint John Paul II says:  “God is 

always the one who is principally offended by sin – ‘I have sinned against You’ – and God alone can 

forgive.  He does so through the ministry of the Priest in the Sacrament of Penance, which is the ordinary 

way of obtaining forgiveness and remission of mortal sins.  Every mortal sin must always be stated with its 

determining circumstances in an individual confession” (John Paull II, Reconciliation and Penance (RP), 

Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1984). 

• Seek and follow the spiritual guidance of a wise, prudent, and knowledgeable Priest. 

• Spend a few hours in recollection, best done before the Blessed Sacrament.  Consider how you are 

directing your life toward God. 

 

Yearly Spiritual Game Plan 

• Spend two or three days each year in silence, speaking with God only.  A few days of retreat are necessary 

for the soul in the same way that the body needs a vacation.  It is a yearly opportunity for conversion. 

 

Always 

• Stay in the presence of God:  be aware that He is always close to you.  Try to please Him in everything as a 

child tries to please his/her parents. 

• Thank God for the graces that He constantly gives you. 

• Do everything for the love of God:  this is purity of intention.  Always purify your intention.  Make acts of 

contrition and atonement for your sins and the sins of others. 

• Try to live as you would like to die.  We shall die as we have lived. 

 

Reminder:  Thursday Evening 7 PM Mass moving to 12 Noon beginning October 15, 2020.  I wish to 

remind everyone that last Thursday (October 8) was our last 7:00 PM Thursday evening Mass.  This Thursday, 

October 15 will begin a 12 o’clock Noon Mass.  Previously, before Lent, our thinking around this Thursday 

Mass time was to make a weekly Mass attendance more available to people in addition to the usual weekend 

Mass.  Originally, during Lent, we decided a 7:00 PM evening Mass may work out well for offering such an 

opportunity, but due to the response the Archdiocese chose to the coronavirus pandemic, we only had two, so 

we decided to extend the Thursday evening Mass time once Masses resumed on May 19.  We have discovered 

that attendance has fallen quite low (in the number of the “teens”).  So, we thought and decided upon another 

and different approach to make a weekly Mass more available given our present circumstances.  Since we have 

many people working more and more from home, and more “homeschoolers” in one way or another, we have 

decided that perhaps a 12 PM noon Mass may offer a similar opportunity for Mass attendance during the week.  

Hence, we will have the 12 o’clock noon Mass on Thursdays moving forward, and if it is not well attended, we 

will likely return it to its original slot of 9:00 AM.  We will watch and see, and then act accordingly. 

 

Also, as a reminder, we have the usual 3

rd

 Thursday of the Month Holy Hour at 7 PM with confessions during 

it on October 15.  Come and find some peace in the Lord as we attempt to persevere in holiness in our world. 

 

God Bless you, 

Fr. James 

(Continued from page 2) 
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In the Company of Friends 

"Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some 

people do, but encourage one another..." 

Hebrews 10: 24-25 

 

Friendship.  It is a gift straight from God. God created Eve for Adam since He saw that  we were not meant to go 

through this life alone.  We see this gift again when we look back at when Jesus walked the Earth, and we see he walked 

it with his disciples who were both his companions and his friends.  There is just something about the connection we 

feel with other people that can help make our loads lighter and our good times even better.  However, I'm not talking 

about the kind of "friends" that we may have on Facebook or other social media sites  which require only a simple 

"click" and not any real investment of time or effort.  I'm talking about the type of friends who would pick us up at 

midnight if our car broke down, hold our hand as we grieve the loss of someone we love, or laugh with us until our faces 

and stomachs ache.  Then, if we are really blessed, we have those friends with whom we can pray and share our faith.  

Those are the best kind of all! 

 

But friendships such as these take an investment on our part. We need to be brave enough to allow the other person to 

see us as we are, to step out of our comfort zone, trust another person with ourselves, and be unselfish enough to take 

the time that is needed to cultivate a real friendship.  Unfortunately our culture today often moves at a speed that makes 

it difficult to just be with one another; we often gather only if we have a purpose for the gathering.  Yet, sometimes the 

only purpose we need is the purpose of being with one another as God created us to be.   

 

This past weekend the youth at our church gathered for exactly that....the purpose of being with 

one another!  On Saturday evening the students in Edge, the middle school RE program, gathered 

for a bonfire behind the church while Quest, the high school youth group, gathered on Sunday 

evening for their bonfire. On the surface both evenings were a time for conversation, laughter, 

prayer, games, and of course food.  But when you look a little deeper you can see they were also 

evenings where the Holy Spirit was able to move among us, touching our hearts and reminding us 

that God has given us the great gift of each other.   

 

This need for deep friendship doesn't go away when we graduate from school and become adults although the 

responsibilities of work and family can often make it seem trivial or even at times impossible.  But Jesus reminds us that  

"with God all things are possible"! (Matthew 19:26)  Friendships with other believers can truly make us more Christ-

like for it is within these relationships we can practice the virtues of unselfishness, patience, love, and kindness.  It is 

also within these friendships that we can sometimes see the very face of Jesus.  So my challenge to everyone this week 

(adults, teens and children) is to pray for God to show you one opportunity where you can be the kind of friend that is 

described above in Hebrews 10: 25-26; one who motivates, meets, and encourages while keeping centered on Jesus.    

 

In His friendship, 

Kristi Socha 

Director of Religious Education   

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

 Be an example to all believers in what you say,  

in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”  

~1 Timothy 4:12 

 

Kristi—Director of Religious Education 

stchrismi.dre@gmail.com 

 

Suzy—Youth Ministry 

1000michiganave@gmail.com 

 

Shelley—Faith Formation Secretary  

ssenyk@stchrismi.org 
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Keep in your Prayers  

Mary Bixler 

Elizabeth Bolton 

Linda Bowman 

Marilyn Bromberger 

Christine Cairns  

William Cairns  

Marilyn Cruickshank 

Mary Deising 

Steven DeMeulenaere 

Amelia Foster 

Denise Gawronski 

Karen Goodmen  

Rick Goodmen 

Cindy Horn 

Linda King 

Sondra Kota 

Barbara Letzgus 

Edward Letzgus 

Kim McConnell Kalvert 

Mark Meier 

Iris Miguel 

Mike Murphy 

Mary E. O’Brien 

Natalie Lech Parent 

Greg Porrett 

Chuck Roehl 

Rosalia Schulte 

Dorothy Shafran 

Michael J. Ward 

Robert Wawrzyniak 

Sara Wawrzyniak 

QUEST Reminders:                                               

*Get-to-know-you Gathering is                                       

Sunday, Oct 11 @ 7-8:30pm 

*Box City (Homelessness Experience) is                             

Friday, Oct 16 (@6pm)-Saturday, Oct 17 (@ 7am).  

Keep your eyes out for a box big enough to sleep in!   

We are making hygiene kits this year for the teen     

homeless shelter in Port Huron. Asking that each teen 

bring items to contribute. More details on parish website 

www.stchrismi.org/quest .                                           

Contact Suzy 1000michiganave@gmail.com                

for help in finding boxes or with any questions. 

 

*World Youth Sunday is Sunday, Oct 25!                    

Father will be blessing all youth from grades 6-12 at the 

end of the Mass.   

 

*Teens lead QUEST is Sunday, Oct 25 @ 7-8:30pm 

          

Bible Study Reminder: 

*Our Fall Teen/Young Adult Bible Study begins     

Sunday, Oct 11 @ 9:30-10:30am – for ages 14-24. There 

will be 6 sessions total (Oct 11, Oct 25, Nov 8, Nov 29, 

Dec 13, Dec 27).  It’s ok to miss a week or two.        

Please RSVP to Suzy 1000michiganave@gmail.com      

if you’re interested in joining us! 

Confirmation Preparation Reminders: 

*For those who began preparing for the Sacrament of 

Confirmation in January 2020, our next Confirmation 

Session is Tues, Oct 20 @ 6:30-8:30pm.  Teens, parents 

& sponsors welcome.   

 

*GOOD NEWS! We have received our first choice of 

January 24, 2021 (11am Mass) as our date for            

Confirmation.  Please mark your calendar. 

*New Confirmation Prep group will begin January 2021.  

Details to follow. 

 

Suzy—Youth Ministry 

1000michiganave@gmail.com 

The members of  

St. Christopher’s  

extend their prayers and  

sympathy to the  

family and friends of   

Mary “Joan” O’Brien 
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Sunday, October 11 

   8:00 am Mass 

 9:30 am  RCIA     

 11:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Children’s Church/Babysitting 

 4:00 pm Confession 

 5:30 pm Mass 

 6:30 pm QUEST Gathering 

Monday, October 12  

 9:00 am Mass  

  † Kurt Meyers 

     by Karla Meyers 

7:00 pm Youth Choir Practice 

Tuesday, October 13 

 9:00 am Mass 

  † Bernice & Eugene Melczarczyk 

     by Michael & Mary Byington 

Wednesday, October 14 

  5:30 pm Small Church Community#3 

  7:00 pm Small Church Community#4 

Thursday, October 15 

 12:00 pm Mass 

  † Bernice & Eugene Melczarczyk 

     by Michael & Mary Byington 

5:00 pm Adult choir practice 

7:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration with 

 Benediction and Confession 

Friday, October 16 

   6:00 am That Man Is You 

   9:00 am  No Mass 

Saturday, October 17 

Sunday, October 18 

   8:00 am Mass 

 9:30 am  RCIA     

 11:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Children’s Church  

 4:00 pm Confession 

 5:30 pm Mass 

 7:00 pm QUEST Gathering 

 

acred Music Ministry 

 

Musical Musings 

As I mentioned in an earlier article, the sound of Gregorian Chant 

speaks of the Catholic Faith. When we hear it, we know immediately 

where we are – usually in a church at Mass. 

 

Merriam Webster defines chant as follows: 

to say (a word or phrase) many times in a rhythmic way usually loudly 

and with other people. : to sing words and especially religious prayers 

by using a small number of musical notes that are repeated many 

times. 

 

It is common to hear people chanting in crowds, at baseball games or 

political rallies. These are usually spontaneous moments when 

people together want to make known their hopes or desires to a 

single person (e.g. a politician or other leader) or to a team (e.g. 

sports team.) 

 

Liturgical chant has a similar function: making known our desires, 

hopes, and praise, together with other Faithful, using scripture or 

prayers of the church. Because of its simplicity and rootedness in 

Tradition, chant is able to express prayer in a deep and meditative 

way.  

 

In the coming weeks, I’ll delve into the roots and history of 

Liturgical chant. 

 

Blessed be the Name of the Lord! 

 

Deidre Collins 

Director of Sacred Music 

Attention Men of St Christopher’s! 

The third year of That Man Is You began September 18th. This year will focus on The 

Revelation of the Father.  If you wish to learn more of this years exciting program, check 

out https://paradisusdei.org/that-man-is-you/ Please tell other men about the program and 

invite them to learn more about living a life of grace. All adult men are welcome!   

Please join us Friday mornings at 6:00 a.m.  

For further information about St Christopher’s men’s program,  

   contact Marv Redlawski at TFC7600@gmail.com.   

The family of  

Grace Mary Mollan  

wish to express their deepest appreciation to  

Fr. James, Diedre,  

the funeral lunch crew and all the staff  

for making her homecoming very special. 
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Day / Time Sunday  8:00 a.m. Sunday  11:00 a.m. Sunday  5:30 p.m. 

Mass  

Intentions 

† Bernice & Eugene Melczarczyk 

  by Michael & Mary Byington 

† Gerald & Mary Lou Malinowski 

  by their family 

† Leo & Dottie O’Brien 

  by Mike & Suzanne O’Brien 

† Kurt Meyers  

  by Karla Meyers 

† Bethany Jaworski 

  by Rita Jaworski 

† Daniel Parent  

  by Jeff & Lori Malinowski 

 Parishioners & 

     Territorial Souls  

         of St. Christopher  

Celebrant 

Rev. James F. Arwady  Rev. James F. Arwady Rev. James F. Arwady 

Lector 

Carrine Sylvia Kim Kozlowski John Gomola 

Hospitality  

Ministers 

Mike O’Brien 

Gale Messing 

Ted Hubbard 

Webb & Sue Coates 

Gary Armstrong 

Dave Huxhold 

Lorraine Frendt 

EMHC 

Mary Brown Monica Myers Mike King 

Altar Server 

Graysen Stadler Luke Badley Jerry Measel 

WEEKEND LITURGY FOR OCTOBER 18, 2020 

  CSA 2020 

Goal $58,354   

Total Pledges…….……………..$45,063.95 

Contributions Received…….......$37,713.95 

Families Supporting CSA……………….65 

 

 Please make checks payable to  

Archdiocese of Detroit—CSA  

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK  

 

This week we feature:  

CAROLAN FAMILY  DENTISTRY  

810-982-7682 

Please patronize our sponsors!  

To view their full ad,  

please see the back page.  

St. Christopher’s Parish Support   

September 27, 2020  

 

Loose ….....…...............$          448.50     

Envelopes ……….........$       5,540.00 

Online Offering …........$          395.00 

Total Collection           $       6,383.50  

 

Parishioner Summary 

 

Registered Families…………..705 

Envelopes Received…...……..118 

Percentage of Supporters ……17% 

 

Thank you for your generous support! 

 

 

 

 

Anna Dhooghe & Devin Thoms    

                           Archbishop Allen Vigneron,  Knights of Columbus 

and St. Clair County Right to Life 

  

Invite You To A Historic Statewide Virtual Event 

 

WE ARE NOT GIVING UP ON LIFE! 

Now thru November 3, 2020 

Keynote Speaker:  Sarah Huckabee Sanders 

Host & Musical Guest:  Matthew West 

  

K of C Members Register at:  RTL.org/RespectLife 

Additional Registrations at:  WeAreNotGivingUpOnLife.org 

 

For more information contact: 

Joe Pavlov, President, St. Clair County Right to Life 

810-987-5433 or sccrtlpresident@gmail.com 

 

MK1  EJ Anglebrandt, U.S.C.G. 

SFC Shelby Bixler, U.S. Army 

Major Clayton Cruickshank, U.S.A.F. 

Lt. Mark Cruickshank, U.S.A.F. 

CPL Nicolas Deland, U.S. Marines  

A1C Marshall Eckert, U.S.A.F. 

PFC Jordan Garijo, U.S. Army 

Pvt. Nathaniel Nelson Hohf, MI N’tl Grd  

Sgt Joe Kilbourne, U.S. Army 

Cpl Michael Knowles, U.S. Army 

 

 

Sgt Mario Nowicki, U.S. Army 

 PO2 David Patchel, U.S. Navy 

Capt Chelsea Patino, U.S.A.F. 

Capt Taque Patino, U.S.A.F. 

CPT Lt Eric Reder, U.S. Army 

C4 Jacob Redlawski, U.S.A.F. 

LCpl John Russ, U.S. Marines 

Sgt Curtis Senyk, U.S. Marines 

 LCpl Randy Washburn, U.S. Marines   

Keep our Military in Your Prayers 
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Home of the Marysville Knights of ColumbusHome of the Marysville Knights of Columbus
WEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCESWEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCES

MEETINGS • GRADUATIONSMEETINGS • GRADUATIONS
810-364-6800810-364-6800

4521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 480744521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 48074
BINGO EVERY SUN 1:15PM,

TUES 10:20AM & WED 6:20PM

Jim Vinckier, Agent
2801 Gratiot Blvd
Marysville, MI 48040
Bus: 810-364-9811
jim.vinckier.r6re@statefarm.com
State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

LET US 
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Marysville

1030 Gratiot Blvd.
(810) 364-7737

We have your fresh 
interests at HEART

Eric Deising
Parish Member

810-922-0210 
St. Clair 

Chevrolet 
Buick GMC 

New and Pre-Owned Sales

 Ed Quain Ed Quain
 ASSOCIATE BROKER
 Cell: 810.343.6013Cell: 810.343.6013
 Bus: 810.364.8700
 Parish Member

JONES EQUIPMENT

Sales and Service
1777 Busha Hwy.

Marysville, MI 48040
(810) 364-6400

RENTALRENTALRENTAL

NEW BALTIMORE
35050 23 Mile Rd., Ste. D

586-725-4411
EAST CHINA

4014 S. River Rd
810-329-6671 

drcbrieden.com

“We create 
beautiful smiles.”

Patrick Kut, MD, is a board certified family physician,  
seeing patients of all ages, pediatric to geriatric.  
After school and work appointments available

Call for an appointment today - (810) 216-1680

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474


