
St. Christopher, Marysville Page 1 

St. Christopher Catholic Parish 

1000 Michigan Ave, Marysville, mI  | 810-364-4100 |  www.stchrismi.org 

Pope Francis’ Mission Statement:  To Become a Band of Joyful  

Missionary Disciples. 

Archdiocese of Detroit’s Mission Statement:  To Unleash the Gospel. 

Saint Christopher’s Parish Mission Statement:  Transform Lives in Jesus Christ 

Through the Power and Freedom of the Gospel. 

Parish Vision Statement:  Foster a Personal Encounter with Jesus. 

How to Become a Better Catholic.  Greetings, and the Father’s Blessing be upon you, my dear spiritual children.  

The Church has had a long history of “devotions.”  Devotions are certain kinds of prayers or activities that     

appeal to diverse personalities that inspire, promote and strengthen a person’s faith.  More precisely, Catholic 

devotions are particular customs, rituals, and practices of worship of God or in honor of the Saints, which are all 

in addition to the primary Liturgy of the Catholic Church, which is the Most Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.         

Devotions are called “paraliturgical.”  The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops describes devotions as 

“expressions of love and fidelity that arise from the intersection of one’s own faith, culture and the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ.” 

 

Catholic devotions have various forms, ranging from formalized, multi-day prayers such as novenas to activities 

which do not involve much, if any, prayer, such as Eucharistic Adoration outside of Mass, the wearing of     

scapulars, the vernation of the Saints, the canonical coronations of Sacred Marian or Christological images and 

even horticultural practices such as maintaining a Mary garden.  Common examples of Catholic devotions     

include the praying of the Holy Rosary, the Stations of the Cross, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Holy Face of 

Jesus, various scapulars, the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Seven Sorrows of Mary, 

novenas to    various Saints, pilgrimages, devotions to the Blessed Sacrament, the veneration of Saintly images, 

and our common “Praise be to Jesus Christ!  Now and forever.  Amen!” are all devotions, plus many, many 

more. 

 

Traditionally, certain devotions have been practiced on certain days of each week.  They are: 

 

• Sunday – The Blessed Trinity.  Attend Mass and, if possible, receive the Holy Eucharist.  Cultivate in your 

heart a great zeal for the one and Holy Triune God. 

• Monday – The Souls in Purgatory.  Pray for the repose of the souls of your relatives, friends and Godparents 

that have gone before you. 

• Tuesday – The Guardian Angels.  Pray often to your Guardian Angel asking for help. 

• Wednesday – Saint Joseph.  Pray to Saint Joseph for his intercession so that you may obtain a good and holy 

death. 

• Thursday – The Holy Eucharist.  Throughout the day say many Spiritual Communions.  Make a visit to the 

Blessed Sacrament in a Catholic Church. 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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• Friday – The Passion and Death of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Using the Way of the Cross, meditate on the     

Passion and Death of Our Lord.  Pray the Stations in a Church. 

• Saturday – The Blessed Virgin Mary.  Pray the Holy Rosary or practice another Marian devotion (there are 

so many). 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church Preface for this Weekend’s Readings to Ponder.  “It is the duty of citizens 

to contribute along with the civil authorities to the good of society in a spirit of truth, justice, solidarity, and  

freedom.  The love and service of one’s country follow from the duty of gratitude and belong to the order of 

charity.  Submission to legitimate authorities and service of the common good require citizens to fulfill their 

roles in the life of the political community” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 2239). 

 

This is quite an apropos paragraph from our Catechism of the Catholic Church to meditate upon just before a 

national election.  The paragraph speaks volumes that are self-evident.  Words that pop out to me are “truth,” 

“justice,” “solidarity,” “freedom,” “legitimate,” and “common good.”  Which words resonate with you as you 

read the above paragraph? 

 

Along these lines of our responsibility to participate in the political life of our country in service to the common 

good, I wish to remind everyone that we have made available for you again, in this election year, A Brief      

Catechism for Catholic Voters, which many found helpful four years ago.  These little light-blue colored book-

lets are on the tables in the narthex of the church.  I direct everyone’s attention to this brief catechism, especially 

question and answer number 15 (and 9) as in this election year there are several candidates associated with a pro

-life position and several candidates associated with a pro-abortion position. 

 

The value of a single human life is inestimable; beyond any value.  Disrespect for human life is the major issue – 

atrocity – facing our world, and in particular, our country since January of 1973.  It is impossible to discuss 

healthcare, education, employment, coronavirus, and law and order policies to resolve civil disturbance if we do 

not have human life as the foremost value and priority.  Why?  Because nothing in civil society is able to be    

discussed if we do not first have human life to evaluate the impact upon it.  Without human life, all those issues 

simply do not compare to the preservation and valuing of human life.  Healthcare for whom?  Education for 

whom?  Employment for whom?  Vaccines for whom?  What civil disturbance? You cannot dialogue about any 

issue impacting human life until you first have and preserve it. 

 

Catholic Teaching teaches that abortion is a moral evil that cannot be justified and voting for a candidate that 

supports abortion is an indirect cooperation with the moral evil of abortion.  As far as abortion itself is           

concerned, it is also, and always has been, forgivable.  The Mercy of God and the Blood of Jesus Christ far    

outweighs any sin we can commit, and the words of absolution from a one-to-one confession for anyone’s in-

volvement in abortion certainly begins the path to healing.  The Church also offers a ministry for those who are 

in need of continued healing from the effects of abortion.  “Project Rachel is a ministry of the Catholic Church 

in the United States to those who have been involved in abortion.  It is a diocesan-based network of specially 

trained priests, religious, counselors, and laypersons who provide a team response of care for those suffering in 

the aftermath of abortion.  In addition to referring for Sacramental Reconciliation, the ministry provides an     

integrated network of services, including pastoral counseling, support groups, retreats and referrals to licensed 

mental health professionals” (see https://www.usccb.org/committees/pro-life-activities/abortion-healing). 

 

Praying for our world, 

 

Fr. James 
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Archbishop Allen Vigneron,  Knights of 

Columbus  and  

St. Clair County Right to Life 

     

Invite You To A Historic Statewide 

Virtual Event 

 

WE ARE NOT GIVING UP ON LIFE! 

Now thru November 3, 2020 

Keynote Speaker:  Sarah Huckabee Sanders 

Host & Musical Guest:  Matthew West 

  

K of C Members Register at:   

RTL.org/RespectLife 

Additional Registrations at:  

WeAreNotGivingUpOnLife.org 

for more information contact: 

Joe Pavlov, President, SCCRTL 

810-987-5433 or sccrtlpresident@gmail.com 

QUEST Rake and Run, Sunday November 1, 2020 

Could  you use a hand raking your leaves: Les us help!  Call  the parish office at 

810-364-41000 or return this form to the Parish Office or put in the collection     

basket by October 25, 2020 

 

Name__________________Phone_______________ 

 

Address_____________________________________ 

 

(Weather Permitting; lawns must be free of pet debris) 

*You will be notified when your lawn will be raked. We appreciate this opportunity to serve you! 

Sunday, October  18 

   8:00 am Mass 

 9:30 am  RCIA     

 11:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Children’s Church/Babysitting 

 4:00 pm Confession 

 5:30 pm Mass 

Monday, October 19 

 9:00 am Mass  

  † Kurt Meyers  

     by Karla Meyers 

Tuesday, October 20 

 9:00 am Mass 

  † Jeanne Brush 

     by Bill & Dee Brush 

 5:30 pm Youth Choir Practice 

Wednesday, October 21 

  5:30 pm Small Church Community#3 

  7:00 pm Small Church Community#4 

Thursday, October 22 

 12:00 pm Mass 

  † William & Ruth Ann Bier 

     by Mike & Joanne Wesch 

5:00 pm Adult choir practice 

Friday, October 23 

   6:00 am That Man Is You 

   9:00 am  Mass 

  † Thomas M. Fritz IIII 

       by Mary Oles 

Saturday, October 24 

Sunday, October  25 

   8:00 am Mass 

 9:30 am  RCIA     

 11:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Children’s Church /Babysitting 

 4:00 pm Confession 

 5:30 pm Mass 

 7:00 pm QUEST Gathering 
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Five Finger Prayer 

We use our hands for many things. We use them to write, draw, eat, play games and work.  We can use them to help steady 

another person, bandage a wound or wipe a tear away with a tissue.  Often times just the touch of another person's hand on 

ours can chase away loneliness and bring a smile. For those of us who live in Michigan our hand can even serve as a "handy" 

map! We also use our hands in prayer whether we are making the Sign of the Cross, holding our rosary or lifting them up to 

God in praise.  

 

Pope Francis, when he was still the Archbishop of Buenos Aires, is credited with giving us another way to pray using our 

hands. Knowing that our human nature can cause us to focus mostly on our own desires he gave us a practical reminder of 

how to broaden our perspective and to pray for many different people using one hand as our visual.  This prayer is especially 

useful for helping to lead children; however, I know some adults who find worth in its simplicity.  

To begin place your hands over your heart and take three deep slow breaths.  Hold your hands out in front of you with the 

palms up then choose which hand you will use to hold each of your fingers as you pray the following way:    

 

Thumb-  Our thumb is closest to our body so it reminds us to pray for those who 

are closest to us.  This could be our parents, grandparents, spouse, children, 

grandchildren, siblings and close friends. Ask God bless to bless them and if 

one particular person comes to mind pray for them specifically.    

Index Finger-  This finger is used for pointing so as we hold this finger we  pray 

for the people who point us in the right direction.  This can include our priest, 

teachers, coaches, and catechists.  Ask God to continue to give them the 

knowledge to help show us the way. 

Middle Finger-  Our middle finger is the tallest of all the fingers, and it can remind 

us to pray for the leaders of the country, the world and the Church.  Pray for the 

Pope and the leaders of governments that they are wise, strong and obedient to 

God's teachings. 

Ring Finger-  Believe it or not the ring finger is the weakest finger of the hand and it reminds us to pray for 

those that are sick, weak, alone, or suffering in any way.  Sometimes that will be for people we know very 

well and sometimes it means praying for those that we don't know.  It is asking God to bring them healing 

and comfort.  

Pinky Finger-  This finger is the smallest and it reminds us to pray for ourselves and our own needs, fears, and 

wants.  This is the time to talk with God about anything and then sit quietly so He can speak to our hearts 

also. By praying for the other four groups first we may see our own needs in a proper perspective, and it 

reminds us to be humble as Jesus teaches us to be. 

 

When you are finished simply fold your hands together and end with a prayer such as Glory Be , Hail Mary, or even a simple 

"amen", which when used in prayer can be translated to "so be it".  This "amen" shows that we have faith that God will hear 

and answer our prayers.   

 

Just as Saint Patrick used a common object (a shamrock) to teach the Trinity, Pope Francis has given us a 

way to use something that we always have with us (our hands) to pray.  This simple prayer can have deep 

meaning, and it helps us to pray for the many people in the world who need our prayers.   I encourage you 

to teach your children and your grandchildren the Five Finger Prayer and remember that it is not only for 

children.  It is for any of us that need some help with staying focused in our conversations with God.  

 

Blessings, 

Kristi Socha   

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

 Be an example to all believers in what you say,  

in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”  

~1 Timothy 4:12 

Kristi—Director of Religious Education 

stchrismi.dre@gmail.com 

 

Suzy—Youth Ministry 

1000michiganave@gmail.com 

Shelley—Faith Formation Secretary  

ssenyk@stchrismi.org 

“Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way  

you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.” 

1 Timothy 4:12 
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Box City Homelessness Experience 

My first experience with Box City several years ago was 

very educational. I had grown up camping and being 

outdoors, so I thought sleeping in a box overnight should be 

similar.  I was wrong. Whereas the temperature was mild 

that evening, rain was forecasted sometime during the night.  

Earlier in the evening, our group had celebrated Mass 

together, eaten a simple soup kitchen supper and made tie-

blankets for the local homeless youth shelter. After a few 

group activities and night prayer, it was time to settle into 

our boxes. No sooner had I gotten “comfortable” in my box 

that it began raining. Now, we had tarps secured over the 

boxes to offer some protection, but when the wind picked 

up, the rain got underneath the tarps.  I started to feel water 

seep into my box and get my feet wet.  Then it started to get 

my blanket wet.  I soon realized what a wimp I was when it 

came to being uncomfortable in a wet box.  Then it hit me - 

I got to deal with this undesirable situation for one night, but 

there are some people who live this way every day. Box 

City was an overwhelming success because of the storm that 

blew through. As one of our youth ministers succinctly said, 

“I learned more about being homeless in one stormy 

night than I would have in 100 good weather nights!” 

 

Ever since that experience, I have become more attuned to 

the weather and those who may be stuck out in it. I have 

especially prayed for those without shelter during times of 

rain, wind, snow, and cold. Sleeping in a box for one night 

was not so much a challenge as it was an experience to 

increase my compassion and concern for others. I had 

known in my head that there were people who went without 

shelter or food or warm clothing, but I got to experience 

(even for a short while) what it felt like to be that person.  

 

This year for Box City, QUEST is doing 2 in-house service 

projects to help homeless youth in our area. We are making 

tie-blankets and assembling hygiene kits to donate to the 

Harbor for Youth homeless shelter in Port Huron. Harbor is 

an emergency shelter that helps with crisis needs such as 

food, clothing & shelter.  It also provides counseling and 

other support services to youth.  I’d like to take a moment to 

thank the parents and teens of QUEST who have contributed 

to the items in these hygiene kits (toothbrushes/paste, 

shampoo, soap, deodorant, etc).  And a special shout-out to 

our talented sewing parishioners (Marge Parmann, Patty 

Klecha, Barb Przybylski) who made homemade masks to 

donate to these hygiene kits.   

 

As the weather turns colder, let us remember our brothers 

and sisters in Christ who lack basic necessities.  May our 

prayers and practical assistance help equip them to get back 

on their feet so they can remember their dignity as children 

of God.  

 

Joyfully in Christ, 

 

Suzy DeVeny – Youth Ministry 

QUEST Reminders:                                                

*Box City (Homelessness Experience) is                             

Friday, Oct 16 (@6pm)-Saturday, Oct 17 (@ 7am).  More 

details on parish website www.stchrismi.org/quest .                                           

Contact Suzy 1000michiganave@gmail.com                         

with any questions. 

*World Youth Sunday is Sunday, Oct 25  

Father will be blessing all youth from  

grades 6-12 at the end of the Mass.   

 

*Teens lead QUEST is Sunday, Oct 25 @ 7-8:30pm 

          

*Rake & Run is Sunday, Nov 1 @ 12:30-4pm.                

All 8th - 12th graders welcome.. Please bring a rake & 

gloves.  Meet in Social Hall after Mass. 

Bible Study Reminder: 

*Our next Fall Teen/Young Adult Bible Study is     

Sunday, Oct 25 @ 9:30-10:45am – for ages 14-24.  

Remaining sessions are Nov 8, Nov 29, Dec 13, Dec 27. 

Please contact Suzy  1000michiganave@gmail.com  

if you’re interested in joining us! 

 

Confirmation Preparation Reminders: 

*For those who began preparing for the Sacrament of  

Confirmation in January 2020, our next Confirmation Ses-

sion is Tues, Oct 20 @ 6:30-8:30pm.  Teens, parents & 

sponsors welcome.   

 

*GOOD NEWS! We have received our first choice of  

January 24, 2021 (11am Mass) as our date for Confirmation.  

Please mark your calendar. 

*New Confirmation Prep group will begin January 2021.  

Details to follow. 

 

Suzy—Youth Ministry 

1000michiganave@gmail.com 
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acred Music Ministry 

 

Musical Musings 

This week I’ll begin a “series” on Gregorian Chant, which is the official music of the Roman rite. 

Part I – What is Gregorian Chant? 

The attributes of Gregorian chant, that which makes it recognizable as Gregorian chant, are the following: 

Simple musical line.  Gregorian chant, also known as plain chant, is music with no harmonization, usually 

unaccompanied. 

 

♦ Free rhythm.  The rhythm in Gregorian chant is not the strict rhythm we are used to hearing in other music. One 

cannot count the beats in the same way. This gives the music a sense of being outside of time, and therefore 

suitable for use in the heavenly Liturgy, the Mass, which is outside of time. 

 

♦ Modal.  Gregorian chant melodies are written in modes. These modes most often give the music a minor sound, 

although sometimes they can sound major.  

 

♦ Many notes per syllable.  Some chants are melismatic, which means that one syllable is sung on many notes 

(sometimes upwards of 50!). This allows the listener to meditate at length on the text being sung. Not all chant is 

melismatic; many chants have only one or a few notes per syllable.   

 

♦ Latin. Gregorian chant, properly speaking, is always in Latin. However, more recently many of the chants have 

been adapted to allow them to be sung in vernacular languages.  At St. Christopher parish we have used many of 

these adapted chants by Fr. Samuel Weber, OSB.  Even some of the most familiar hymns are Gregorian chants. 

For example, O Come, O Come Emmanuel; Creator of the Stars of Night; and At the Cross Her Station Keeping 

(Stabat Mater). 

 

In Part II, I will write about the early history of Gregorian chant. 

Praised be Jesus Christ! Now and Forever! 

Deidre Collins 

Director of Sacred Music  

 

Mary Bixler 

Elizabeth Bolton 

Linda Bowman 

Marilyn Bromberger 

Christine Cairns  

William Cairns  

Marilyn Cruickshank 

Mary Deising 

Steven DeMeulenaere 

Amelia Foster 

Denise Gawronski 

Karen Goodmen  

Rick Goodmen 

Cindy Horn 

Linda King 

Sondra Kota 

Barbara Letzgus 

Edward Letzgus 

Kim McConnell Kalvert 

Mark Meier 

Iris Miguel 

Mike Murphy 

Mary E. O’Brien 

Natalie Lech Parent 

Greg Porrett 

Chuck Roehl 

Rosalia Schulte 

Dorothy Shafran 

Michael J. Ward 

Robert Wawrzyniak 

Sara Wawrzyniak 
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Day / Time Sunday  8:00 a.m. Sunday  11:00 a.m. Sunday  5:30 p.m. 

Mass  

Intentions 

† Lucille Bellinger 

  by her family 

† Joseph & Jeannette Molinaro 

  by their family 

† Sam Serra 

  by his family 

†  Vocation to the  

     Priesthood &  

         Religious Life  

 Parishioners & 

     Territorial Souls  

         of St. Christopher  

Celebrant 

Rev. James F. Arwady  Rev. James F. Arwady Rev. James F. Arwady 

Lector 

Joe Pavlov Shawn Francek Jenine Ulrich 

Hospitality  

Ministers 

Selina Schweihofer 

Jacque Schweihofer 

Terry & Evelyn Carl Bruce & Marianne Rinke 

EMHC 

Marilynn Pavlov Irene Huber Sherry Kobe 

Altar Server 

Sophia Senyk Nick Hong Konner Wattle 

MK1  EJ Anglebrandt, U.S.C.G. 

SFC Shelby Bixler, U.S. Army 

Major Clayton Cruickshank, U.S.A.F. 

Lt. Mark Cruickshank, U.S.A.F. 

CPL Nicolas Deland, U.S. Marines  

A1C Marshall Eckert, U.S.A.F. 

PFC Jordan Garijo, U.S. Army 

Pvt. Nathaniel Nelson Hohf, MI N’tl Grd  

Sgt Joe Kilbourne, U.S. Army 

Cpl Michael Knowles, U.S. Army 

Sgt Mario Nowicki, U.S. Army 

 PO2 David Patchel, U.S. Navy 

Capt Chelsea Patino, U.S.A.F. 

Capt Taque Patino, U.S.A.F. 

CPT Lt Eric Reder, U.S. Army 

C4 Jacob Redlawski, U.S.A.F. 

LCpl John Russ, U.S. Marines 

Sgt Curtis Senyk, U.S. Marines 

 LCpl Randy Washburn, U.S. Marines   

Weekend Liturgy for October 25, 2020 

  CSA 2020 Goal $58,354   

Total Pledges…….……………..51,248.95 

Contributions Received…….......$43,273.95 

Families Supporting CSA……………….92 

 

 Please make checks payable to  

Archdiocese of Detroit—CSA  

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK  

 

ED  QUAIN  

Bus: 810-364-8700 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please patronize our sponsors!  

St. Christopher’s Parish Support   

October 11, 2020  

 

Loose ….....…...............$          193.25  

Envelopes ……….........$       5,933.00 

Online Offering …........$          300.00 

Total Collection           $       6,426.25  

 

Parishioner Summary 

 

Registered Families…………..705 

Envelopes Received…...……..118 

Percentage of Supporters ……17% 

 

Thank you for your generous support! 

 

 

 

Keep our Military in Your Prayers 

 

St. Christopher is seeking a  

Part-Time Parish Office Secretary 

 

Qualified candidates will have strong computer, organizational and       

administrative skills and be highly organized and task oriented.  Good  

interpersonal skills a must.  Only candidates selected for an interview will 

be notified.  Interested and qualified candidates should submit a resume to 

the Parish Office.  Scheduled 7 hours per week, plus coverage for         

absences. 



Marysville Tire & Auto
291 Range Rd. Kimball
810-364-4700
www.marysvilletire.com

Jim MacMillan   
Jeff Semrow
Family Owned

10% OFF Any
Service over $100

with this ad

#1 in Tires

THIS SPACE IS

 4-G-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0225

Home of the Marysville Knights of ColumbusHome of the Marysville Knights of Columbus
WEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCESWEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCES

MEETINGS • GRADUATIONSMEETINGS • GRADUATIONS
810-364-6800810-364-6800

4521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 480744521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 48074
BINGO EVERY SUN 1:15PM,

TUES 10:20AM & WED 6:20PM

Jim Vinckier, Agent
2801 Gratiot Blvd
Marysville, MI 48040
Bus: 810-364-9811
jim.vinckier.r6re@statefarm.com
State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

Marysville

1030 Gratiot Blvd.
(810) 364-7737

We have your fresh 
interests at HEART

Eric Deising
Parish Member

810-922-0210 
St. Clair 

Chevrolet 
Buick GMC 

New and Pre-Owned Sales

 Ed Quain Ed Quain
 ASSOCIATE BROKER
 Cell: 810.343.6013Cell: 810.343.6013
 Bus: 810.364.8700
 Parish Member

JONES EQUIPMENT

Sales and Service
1777 Busha Hwy.

Marysville, MI 48040
(810) 364-6400

RENTALRENTALRENTAL

NEW BALTIMORE
35050 23 Mile Rd., Ste. D

586-725-4411
EAST CHINA

4014 S. River Rd
810-329-6671 

drcbrieden.com

“We create 
beautiful smiles.”

Patrick Kut, MD, is a board certified family physician,  
seeing patients of all ages, pediatric to geriatric.  
After school and work appointments available

Call for an appointment today - (810) 216-1680

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474


