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Pope Francis’ Mission Statement:  To Become a Band of Joyful  

Missionary Disciples. 

Archdiocese of Detroit’s Mission Statement:  To Unleash the Gospel. 

Saint Christopher’s Parish Mission Statement:  Transform Lives in Jesus Christ 

Through the Power and Freedom of the Gospel. 

Parish Vision Statement:  Foster a Personal Encounter with Jesus. 

New Shift in Financial Strategy for your Contributions (this year only).  Greetings and the Father’s Blessing 

be upon you, my dear spiritual children.  This year, as you are all well aware, is a unique year, to say the least.  

Financially speaking, we are surviving, but we can do better to make our dollars work a little better for us; 

plus, I am a bit concerned with the early trend for this fiscal year (July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021).  We are 

beginning to deplete our savings and so our operating budget needs a boost.  Simply put, our strategy (for this 

year only), is that I am asking you to make your “larger” donations that you would have directed to the CSA, 

to now be directed to the Christmas 2020 collection.  For those 92 families of you who have exceeded the         

target in pledges already, THANK YOU SO MUCH! 

 

Yes, it is true, I am reversing on what I’ve been telling you for the last four years.  Usually, I direct you to put 

50% of your yearly total contributions on the CSA, but this year, the Finance Council and I believe it will be 

much more beneficial for us to direct those contributions to Christmas 2020.  The reasons are, first, the     

Archdiocese reduced the CSA target by 15% this year, and we should take advantage of that.  Since our target 

is lower, than we would meet that target with less contributions, and thus, leave more contribution dollars to be 

placed elsewhere.  Secondly, we have a local checking account earing a 1% interest while the Loan Deposit 

Program of the Archdiocese of Detroit, the place where our CSA dollars and Sunday on-line contributions are 

held, is only at 0.63% interest.  Thirdly, you have now pledged well over our target, and it is enough for the 

CSA.  As long as the rest of the pledges come through, we will still be over $5,000 past our target.  Therefore, 

whatever remainder contributions you were planning for the CSA, please direct those to Christmas 2020. 

 

When to make your contribution?  The Christmas collection is available for two weeks before Christmas, two 

weeks after Christmas and the Christmas Octave, so December 11, 2020 – January 8, 2021 is the time to make 

your Christmas contributions.  This will put more money in our local account at a higher interest rate making it 

work for us. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Some will ask, but will not making a large Christmas collection 

increase our CSA target?  The answer is yes, but only slightly.  

Since the CSA target is calculated at 13% of Sunday plus    

Christmas Collections over three years, the increase will be     

minimal.  You do not really see a substantial increase in the CSA 

target unless we would have three years consecutively with very 

large Christmas collections.  We just now began seeing a decrease 

in our CSA target since we were in our fourth year of lower 

Christmas collections.  Remember that the Christmas collection is 

assessment free for the current year.  The reason we do not put all 

our contributions in at Christmas every year is because it would 

continue to increase the CSA target, but making a large Christmas 

collection once every fourth year will have little increase. 

 

Directing about 50% of your annual or yearly contribution to the 

Christmas 2020 collection will be a great help to us this year. If 

you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to call upon 

me.  I will be happy to speak with you. 

 

Event Planners Needed.  I recently met with Cardinal Mooney 

Catholic High School’s representatives, Principal David Evans, 

Director of Admissions Mike McAndrews, and Director of       

Advancement Dan Kilian, who are seeking two couples, or four 

people, from each parish in the Blue Water Vicariate in order to 

plan a Scholarship Dinner to benefit Blue Water Vicariate      

Catholic school students by raising money as tuition subsidies for 

students attending or seeking enrollment in any of the five     

Catholic Elementary and one Catholic High School in our Blue 

Water    Vicariate.  The funds raised from the dinner would be 

equally divided by six and equally distributed to be directly used 

for tuition subsidies for students. 

 

The expectations of those who serve would be approximately two 

meetings and they are looking for volunteers before Thanksgiving 

(or sooner) so that the Dinner could occur in May of 2021.  In  

addition, the hope is that they could find a publicized person who 

could attract a large crowd as well as most parishioners from each 

parish community.  If anyone knows and has some connections to 

any retired popes, or active Cardinals or Arch/Bishops, master 

theologians, or senators or representatives or Hollywood actors or 

the like – anyone who would draw a crowd – then please let Dan 

Kilian know.  Anyone who is interested in serving in this capacity 

to help plan such an event, please contact Dan Kilian directly at 

810-765-8825, extension 16, or dkilian@cardinalmooney.org.  

Thank you so much. 

 

In Gratitude, & Happy All Saints Day! 

Fr. James 

(Continued from page 1) 

Sunday, November 1 

   8:00 am Mass 

 9:30 am  RCIA     

 11:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Children’s Church/Babysitting 

   12:30 QUEST  Rake & Run 

 4:00 pm Confession 

 5:30 pm Mass 

Monday, November 2 

 9:00 am Mass  

  † For the Souls in Purgatory 

Tuesday, November 3 

 9:00 am Mass 

  † Kurt Meyers 

     by Karla Meyers 

 5:30 pm Youth Choir Practice 

Wednesday, November 4 

  5:30 pm Small Church Community 3 

  7:00 pm Small Church Community 6 & 7 

Thursday, November 5 

 12:00 pm Mass 

  † Stephen Brush 

     by Bill & Dee Brush 

5:00 pm Adult choir practice 

Friday, November 6 

   6:00 am That Man Is You 

   9:00 am  Mass 

  † Bernice & Eugene Melczarczyk 

      by  Michael & Mary Byington 

Saturday, November 7 

Sunday, November 8 

   8:00 am Mass 

 9:30 am  RCIA 

   9:30 am RE Classes     

 11:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Children’s Church /Babysitting 

 4:00 pm Confession 

 5:30 pm Mass 

 7:00 pm QUEST gathering 
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Mary Bixler 

Elizabeth Bolton 

Linda Bowman 

Marilyn Bromberger 

Christine Cairns  

William Cairns  

Marilyn Cruickshank 

Mary Deising 

Steven DeMeulenaere 

Amelia Foster 

Denise Gawronski 

Karen Goodmen  

Rick Goodmen 

Cindy Horn 

Sondra Kota 

Barbara Letzgus 

Edward Letzgus 

Kim McConnell Kalvert 

Mark Meier 

Iris Miguel 

Mike Murphy 

Nadine Nowicki 

Natalie Lech Parent 

Greg Porrett 

Chuck Roehl 

Dorothy Shafran 

Michael J. Ward 

Robert Wawrzyniak 

Sara Wawrzyniak 

 

Rest in  

Peace 

The members of  

St. Christopher’s  

extend their prayers and  

sympathy to the  

family and friends of   

Jack Murray 
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Beyond Life Here 

For me, there is something so beautiful about the rhythm of life I see in the seasons here in Michigan. From the new 

beginnings of spring and the growth of summer to autumn's gratefulness and winter's stillness my soul seems to respond to 

them all. I also love that the Church gives us special seasons and days to help us focus on not only how we live our lives here 

on Earth but also our eternal lives.  As we approach the end of our liturgical year we celebrate two days that invite us to do 

exactly that! 

 

All Saints Day is celebrated on November 1 and is a day for us to remember all of those souls who are now in heaven.  Some 

of these saints are well known since they are recognized by the Church while others will not be known by us until we too 

reach heaven. Here are some ideas for you to incorporate as you celebrate this special day: 

Attend Mass- Since this is a Holy Day of Obligation this is the most important way to celebrate this beautiful 

day.  

Learn about a saint- There is a vast array of saints that we as Catholics have the privilege to know more 

deeply. Using either books or Google choose some saints that you would like to know more about.  You 

could revisit the saint you chose as your patron saint at your Confirmation or learn about some saints that 

lived much of their lives right here in the United States such as Saint Mother Theodore Guerin, Saint 

Elizabeth Ann Seton (The relic that is in our alter is reportedly from Saint Elizabeth Ann), or Saint Kateri 

Tekakwitha. Read about the patron saints of the different challenges you may have in your life and pray for 

them to help guide you.   

 Make a pilgrimage- For Catholics, a pilgrimage means traveling to a destination — whether it’s a holy site, 

outdoor space, or even near to home — to experience God in a unique way. For us living in the this part of 

Michigan we can take the time to visit the Solonus Casey Center located in Detroit. Blessed Father Solonus 

Casey is on the road to sainthood and his humble spirit is an example for all of us. Use this link, https://

www.solanuscenter.org/about-us, to plan your pilgrimage. 

 

All Souls Day is celebrated on November 2 and is for all those souls who have passed away but are not yet in heaven.  This 

is the perfect day to pray for all our loved ones who have died since there is no way of knowing if they are still in the process 

of purification (purgatory) or with our Father in heaven.  Again, here are some suggestions on how to celebrate this day: 

Attend Mass-  Although this is not a Holy Day of Obligation it is still the most meaningful way to begin the 

day!   

Visit the cemetery- A very old custom is to visit the graves of our loved ones to tidy them, leave flowers or 

small religious tokens, and most importantly pray for them. You can also walk (or drive) through the 

cemetery and pray for all of the people who are laid to rest there whether you knew them or not.  Our 

prayers are a powerful way to help them reach their ultimate destination of heaven.  

Share memories-  Use this day as an opportunity to look at photos and revisit the stories that we know about 

these family members and friends. Prepare a meal that includes some of their favorite foods and use this 

time to reflect on all the characteristics that made them so special to us.  Once again, pray for them and ask 

them to pray for us.   

 

Death is not something we talk about easily in our culture but these two 

holy days remind us that we are all on a journey home to God.  We can 

slow down and reflect on all of those who have died 

before us and know that they are still traveling with 

us...cheering us on to the finish line!  Happy All Saints 

Day!  Happy All Souls Day!   

 

Blessings, 

Kristi Socha  

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

 Be an example to all believers in what you say,  

in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”  

~1 Timothy 4:12 

Kristi—Director of Religious Education 

stchrismi.dre@gmail.com 

 

Suzy—Youth Ministry 

1000michiganave@gmail.com 

 

Shelley—Faith Formation Secretary  

ssenyk@stchrismi.org 

“Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way  

you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.” 

1 Timothy 4:12 

A meeting for parents and children 

about First Reconciliation will be 

on November 18, at 6:30 pm. Call 

the Parish office for more 

information. 
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*For those who began preparing for the Sacrament of 

Confirmation in January 2020, Confirmation Retreat is 

November 21 @ 9-4pm.  Contact Timothy Office with any 

questions.  

 

*New Confirmation Prep group will begin January 2021.  

Details to follow. 

QUEST Reminders:                                               

*Rake & Run is Sunday, Nov 1 @ 12:30-4pm. Please 

bring a rake & gloves.  Meet in Social Hall after Mass. 

 

*QUEST Gathering is Sunday, Nov 8 @ 7-8:30pm.  

 Topic is Dealing with Pressure/Stress. Join us for an  

enlightening, low-stress evening.  

 

*QUEST Gathering is Sunday, Nov 15 @ 7-8:30pm.  

Topic is understanding and defending the Catholic faith.  

*Parent Appreciation Night is Sunday, Nov 22 @ 7-

8:30pm.   All high school teens & their parents are invited 

 

 

 

Saintly Teens 

November is the month where we remember those who have 

passed from this life into the next - family members, friends, 

loved ones, and of course, the saints!   

 

We begin the month with All Saints Day and The 

Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (All Souls’ 

Day).  Because November ends our liturgical year, it seems 

fitting to shift our focus to the end of earthly life. How often 

do I turn my focus to the end of my life?  Am I living in a 

way that is preparing me for eternal life in heaven?  Will I one 

day be counted among the saints (and countless other loved 

ones) who bask in God’s glory and enjoy abundant love and 

peace?  

 

The Church gives us the gift of this 

time each year. Let’s look at the 

examples the saints have given us so 

we can follow in their footsteps right 

to the heavenly gates.  

 

Blessed Carlo Acu�s died of 

leukemia in 2006 at the age of 15, 

but not before he had the chance 

to make an impact on this world. The Italian teenager 

was an example of holiness to those around him, and he 

used his computer skills to create an online database 

documen�ng Eucharis�c miracles. On Oct. 10 of this 

year,�his bea!fica!on Mass�was held in the Basilica of St. 

Francis in Assisi, Italy.  Acu!s lived the life of a normal, 

21st�century teenager who loved soccer, watched 

“Pokémon” and played PlaySta!on. (Seay, Mike. “Blessed 

Carlo Acu!s watched ‘Pokémon.’ That’s my kind of saint.”24 

Oct. 2020 �

 

Blessed Antonia Mesina was born into a poor family in a 

small town in Sardinia, Italy, in 1919. She was the second of 

10 children and she had to leave school after only four years 

to help her bed-ridden mother who suffered from a heart 

condition tend to the house and the other children. 

Despite her heavy responsibilities at home, Antonia became a 

very active member of Catholic Action, an Italian Catholic 

organization for the laity, at the age of 10. When she was 16, 

she was attacked while out gathering wood after mass. 

Antonia was beaten and murdered by a would-be rapist, 

fighting him off to her last breath. On 5 October 1935 the 

Catholic Action member Venerable Armida Barelli - who had 

met Antonia once - met with Pope Pius XI and informed him 

of Antonia's activism and her murder. Antonia was beatified 

by Pope John Paul II in 1987 as a martyr of purity. She is a 

patron of rape victims. (Source Catholic News Agency) 

 

Saint Paul helps me refocus on the end goal of heaven when 

he wrote, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present 

time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is 

to be revealed to us.” (Romans 8:18). These saints sacrificed 

and suffered during their earthly lives, but they didn’t let that 

distract from their end goal.  They lived their lives close to 

the Sacraments, they honored God and fulfilled their mission 

in life. What appeared to be a tragic loss (suffering & death) 

from a human perspective, God used for good by calling these 

faithful children home to heaven.  These teens, who are on the 

path to being declared saints in the Catholic Church, kept 

their eyes focused on living life with the end in mind.   

 

The saints have achieved what we hope for and now they are 

praying for us to do the same. Blessed Carlo Acutis and 

Blessed Antonia Mesina, pray for us! 

 

Joyfully in Christ,    

   

Suzy DeVeny – Youth Ministry 

 

Suzy—Youth Ministry 

1000michiganave@gmail.com 

*Our next Fall Teen/Young Adult Bible Study is Sunday, 

Nov 8 @ 9:30-10:45am – for ages 14-24. Remaining 

sessions are Nov 29, Dec 13, Dec 27. Please contact Suzy  

1000michiganave@gmail.com if you’re interested in joining 

us! 

REMINDERS 
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acred Music Ministry 

 

 

Musical Musings 

 

Part II– The History of Gregorian 

Facts of history, be it recent history or old history, are often contested. When trying to find the truth about history, one 

must always find someone who has done serious research and one who is interested in finding the truth about the given 

historical topic. With the history of Gregorian chant, I have relied on the brilliant and accomplished church music 

scholar and composer, Dr. Peter Kwasniewski. As I delve into the history of Gregorian chant in Part II of this series, I 

will be quoting extensively from his article A brief history of Gregorian chant from King David to present. [https://

www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/music/a-brief-history-of-gregorian-chant-from-king-david-to-the-present.html]. 

Although, in my personal research, I have found that some of these points have been contested (by modern non-Christian 

scholars), I believe Dr. Kwasniewski to be completely trustworthy on this topic. 

 

He writes, 

 

 “What we call “Gregorian chant” is one of the richest and most subtle art forms in Western music – indeed, in 

the music of any culture… 

 

“The tradition of chanting Scripture, a practice known as cantillation, began at least 1,000 years before the birth 

of Christ. Various Old Testament books, especially the Psalms and the Chronicles, testify to the central function 

of music in temple worship. Some Gregorian melodies still in use are remarkably close to Hebrew synagogue 

melodies, most notably the “Tonus Peregrinus” used for Psalm 113, in exitu Israel; the ancient Gospel tone; and 

the Preface tone.  

 

“Since the Psalter of David was composed for the very purpose of divine worship and was seen as the messianic 

book par excellence, we find Peter, Paul, and the Apostolic Fathers citing it heavily in their preaching. The first 

Christians spontaneously chose the Psalter for their “prayer book.” The Christian liturgy as a whole, then, sprang 

from the combination of Psalter and Sacrifice. The psalter is the “verbal incense” of our prayers and praises, the 

homage of our intellects. The bloody sacrifice, the death, and destruction of an animal, is the total surrender of 

our being to God. In the Mass, these two are wondrously combined into the rational sacrifice consisting of the 

perfect offering of Jesus Christ on the altar, who unites our prayers and praises to His and makes them worthy of 

the Ever-Blessed Trinity. 

 

“Chant developed prodigiously in the first Christian millennium. By the time we reach Pope St. Gregory the 

Great, who reigned from 590-604, a body of chant already existed for the Sacrifice of the Mass and the daily 

round of prayer (Divine Office). Even as he gave final form to the Roman Canon, which is the defining trait of 

the Latin rite, St. Gregory organized this musical repertoire, as a result of which the chant ever afterwards has 

been honored with his name: “Gregorian.”  

 

“Over time, not just the psalms and their antiphons were cantillated, but also the Scripture readings, orations, 

intercessions, litanies, instructions (e.g. “Flectamus genua”), and, in general, anything meant to be proclaimed 

out loud. The core of the Gregorian chant repertoire dates to before the year 800; the bulk of it was completed by 

the year 1200. 

 

To be continued next week. 

Happy All Saints Day!   

Deidre Collins 
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Day / Time Sunday  8:00 a.m. Sunday  11:00 a.m. Sunday  5:30 p.m. 

Mass  

Intentions 

† Mary & Arthur Rupersburgh 

   by Jeff & Lori Malinowski 

† Gerry O’Brien 

  by Mike & Suzanne O’Brien 

† Ted Wessel 

  by Norma Jean Knapp 

 † William & Ruth Ann Bier 

      by Mike & Joanne Wesch 

† Lois Levandowski 

       by Don Beauchemin 

† Dave Boddy 

       by VJ & Shari Severini &          

               Family 

 Parishioners & 

     Territorial Souls  

         of St. Christopher  

 

Celebrant 

Rev. James F. Arwady  Rev. James F. Arwady Rev. James F. Arwady 

Lector 

Mark Schweihofer Kim Kozlowski Jenine Ulrich 

Hospitality  

Ministers 

Selina Schweihofer 

Jacque Schweihofer 

Web & Sue Coates 

Jan Hamblin 

Dave Huxhold 

Lorraine Frendt 

EMHC 

*Mass Sacristan 

Sarah Voight 

*Bill Dega 

Irene Huber 

*Kristin Tunich 

*Mike King 

 

Altar Server 

Vincent Schweihofer Leah Ureel Jerry Measel 

Weekend Liturgy for November 8, 2020 

Protecting God’s Children, a three hour workshop, is currently available 

online  through July 31, 2021. All adult volunteers who have regular and/or 

unsupervised contact with minors are required to take this training. For more 

information on how to sign-up visit www.virtusonline.org/ or call the Parish office. 

SOS Marysville  

Food Pantry  

would like to say THANK 

YOU to all the parishioners  

for their generous donation 

of $300 to help the 

community!. 

 

 

 

St. Christopher Catholic 

Church "Memorial Fund” 

gratefully acknowledges 

gifts in loving memory of  

Rosalie Schulte 

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK  

 

Er ic  Deis ing  

(Parish Member)  

(810)  922-0210  

St .  C la ir  Chevrolet  

Buick  GMC  

Please patronize our 

sponsors!  

The work of  your 

Society during the 

fiscal year 2020 

involved 61 client 

visits, & 120 

individuals assisted along with 

many phone calls. 

 

Housing assistance ….$5,983 

Utilities……………... $5,678 

Prescriptions………....$1,173 

Transportation …….….$664 

 

On behalf of the families in 

need that contact our parish for 

help, members of the Society 

of St. Vincent de Paul offer our 

thanks. We ask that you 

remember both our friends 

(clients) and benefactors in 

your prayers. 

 

Bill Heinen, President 

Society of St. Vincent de  Paul 

- St. Christopher’s Conference 

St. Christopher’s Parish Support   

October 18, 2020  

 

Loose ….....…...............$         573.50 

Envelopes ……….........$       6087.75 

Online Offering …........$         130.00 

Total Collection           $       6,791.25 

 

Parishioner Summary 

 

Registered Families…………..705 

Envelopes Received…...……….81 

Percentage of Supporters ……11.4% 

 

Thank you for your generous support! 

   

CSA 2020 Goal $58,354   

Total Pledges…….……………..$77,353.95  

Contributions Received…….......$63,603.95  

Families Supporting CSA…………….138 

 

 Please make checks payable to  

Archdiocese of Detroit—CSA  



Marysville Tire & Auto
291 Range Rd. Kimball
810-364-4700
www.marysvilletire.com

Jim MacMillan   
Jeff Semrow
Family Owned

10% OFF Any
Service over $100

with this ad

#1 in Tires

THIS SPACE IS

 4-G-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0225

Home of the Marysville Knights of ColumbusHome of the Marysville Knights of Columbus
WEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCESWEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCES

MEETINGS • GRADUATIONSMEETINGS • GRADUATIONS
810-364-6800810-364-6800

4521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 480744521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 48074
BINGO EVERY SUN 1:15PM,

TUES 10:20AM & WED 6:20PM

Jim Vinckier, Agent
2801 Gratiot Blvd
Marysville, MI 48040
Bus: 810-364-9811
jim.vinckier.r6re@statefarm.com
State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

Marysville

1030 Gratiot Blvd.
(810) 364-7737

We have your fresh 
interests at HEART

Eric Deising
Parish Member

810-922-0210 
St. Clair 

Chevrolet 
Buick GMC 

New and Pre-Owned Sales

 Ed Quain Ed Quain
 ASSOCIATE BROKER
 Cell: 810.343.6013Cell: 810.343.6013
 Bus: 810.364.8700
 Parish Member

JONES EQUIPMENT

Sales and Service
1777 Busha Hwy.

Marysville, MI 48040
(810) 364-6400

RENTALRENTALRENTAL

NEW BALTIMORE
35050 23 Mile Rd., Ste. D

586-725-4411
EAST CHINA

4014 S. River Rd
810-329-6671 

drcbrieden.com

“We create 
beautiful smiles.”

Patrick Kut, MD, is a board certified family physician,  
seeing patients of all ages, pediatric to geriatric.  
After school and work appointments available

Call for an appointment today - (810) 216-1680

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474


