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Pope Francis’ Mission Statement:  To Become a Band of Joyful Missionary Disciples. 

Archdiocese of Detroit’s Mission Statement:  To Unleash the Gospel. 

Saint Christopher’s Parish Mission Statement:  Transform Lives in Jesus Christ Through the Power and 

Freedom of the Gospel. 

Parish Vision Statement:  Foster a Personal Encounter with Jesus. 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings.  Greetings and the Father’s Blessing be upon you, my dear spiritual children.  I know it 

is nearing winter and the gardening opportunities are waning, however, I have been paying attention to this 

past Spring and Summer’s “Garden Angels” who have been working so diligently to give extra special care to 

our parish property’s flower beds and landscaping.  For all the beautiful work that has been accomplished and 

to all who have been so diligently and quietly working almost unnoticeably behind the scenes I am truly         

grateful for your efforts and so a BIG THANK YOU to all of you who have contributed your time, treasure 

and talent to this endeavor for all of us to enjoy.  Thank you so very much. 

 

This being the First Sunday of Advent we were all expecting to hear some news about Families of Parishes and 

the general dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass to avoid mortal sin.  As I communicated to 

you last weekend in the bulletin the official announcement from Archbishop Vigneron regarding the intention 

for forming the new Families of Parishes in the Archdiocese of Detroit has been moved to December 11.  This 

weekend Archbishop Vigneron is providing a Pastoral Letter on the topic (at least that is what we are           

expecting at the time of writing this communication to you).  Once again, there will be fifty-one total Families 

in the Archdiocese, and it is very highly likely we will be in Wave One.  The move to Families of Parishes will 

be a major restructuring and we will begin planning for it in January to begin to feel the impact of it July 1, 

2021.  There will be many adjustments that will be made as time goes on for all of us, especially gaining a 

mental picture of what our Church will become.  For that time ahead, let us place our faith in our Lord Jesus 

Christ, our Savior, and go to Him as often as possible in prayer, in our hearts and in our minds so that He may 

be our comforter and consoler.  May we also remember frequently that “God has this too,” and He does, in 

fact, truly care personally and individually for each of us. 

 

Regarding the general dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass to avoid mortal sin (you may 

have heard by now), it has been extended to February 17, 2021, Ash Wednesday.  Therefore, no one is under 

obligation to attend Mass until after Ash Wednesday, however, Sunday still must be kept holy under the Third 

Commandment even if one does not attend Sunday Mass. 

 

Reminder on the Sign of Peace.  For the Sign of Peace eye contact and a head nod along with the statement 

“Peace be with you” is our new cultural norm to exchange the Sign of Peace as this new custom is most rele-

vant for our time and circumstances.  Of course, between family members, physical contact is permissible as 

they are members of the same household. 

 

Perhaps it is a fitting time to remind everyone that the influenza season is November through April.  Please 

allow common sense to rule the day and self-monitor for any symptoms of illness whatsoever and, as a com-

mon courtesy and an act of loving your neighbor, stay home if you are aware of not being in “top health.”  It 

will be most appreciative.  Thank you. 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church Preface for this Weekend’s Readings to Ponder.  “ The coming of God's 

Son to earth is an event of such immensity that God willed to prepare for it over centuries. He makes           

everything converge on Christ: all the rituals and sacrifices, figures and symbols of the "First Covenant". He 

announces him through the mouths of the prophets who succeeded one another in Israel. Moreover, he awak-

ens in the hearts of the pagans a dim expectation of this coming. ” (Catechism of the Catholic Church,         

paragraph 522). 

 

Happy Advent New Year, 

Fr. James 
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QUEST Reminders:   

 

*Caroling for Homebound  

Parishioners is  

Sunday, Dec 6 @ 2:30-5:00pm 

 

*Shopping for Adopt-a-Family is                                          

Saturday, Dec 12 @ 1:00-3:00pm 

Our next Fall Teen/Young Adult Bible 

Study is Sunday, Nov 29 @ 9:30-

10:45am – for ages 14-24.  

Remaining sessions are, Dec 13, Dec 27. 

Please contact Suzy  

1000michiganave@gmail.com if you’re 

 

  Please Join the 

Knights of   Columbus, 

as they 

  pray the Rosary,  

  the 5th Sunday  

  of every month after  

   the 8:00 Mass  

 

Sunday, November 29 

   8:00 am Mass 

 9:30 am  RCIA  

 11:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Children’s Church/

Babysitting 

   4:00 pm Confession 

 5:30 pm Mass 

Monday, November 30 

 9:00 am Mass  

  † Bernice & Eugene Melczarczyk 

     by Michael & Mary Byington 

 Tuesday, December 1 

 9:00 am Mass 

  †  Kurt Meyers 

    by Karla Meyers 

 5:30 pm Youth choir practice 

Wednesday, December 2 

  5:30 pm Small Church Community  #3 

   7:00 pm Small Church Community  #4 

Thursday, December 3 

 9:00 pm Mass 

  †  Helen & Bernard West 

    by Timm & Jean Lenn 

   5:00 pm Adult choir practice 

 Friday, December 4 

   6:00 am That Man is You 

 9:00 Mass 

  †  William & Ruth Ann Bier 

     by Mike & Joanne Wesch 

Saturday, December 5 

Sunday, December 6 

   8:00 am Mass  

 9:30 am  RCIA 

 9:30 am RE Classes 

 11:00 am Mass 

 11:00 am Children’s Church /

Babysitting 

 4:00 pm Confession 

 5:30 pm Mass 

You are invited 

to join the 

AOD Advent 

Family Prayer 

Challenge! 

Beginning the 

first Sunday of 

Advent, you 

will receive a 

daily prayer 

prompt with a 

reflection on 

the Antiphon from Evening Prayer 

and a prayer for your family to 

pray together. You can sign-up via 

text message. Simply text 

ADVENT20 to 33777. For more 

information about the AOD 

Advent Family Prayer Challenge, 

please visit:www.52sundays.com/

advent-prayer-challenge.  

Don’t forget to pickup your 

Advent/Christmas Season 

Reflections begin  

November 29, 2020,  

end January 10, 2021 

We are continuing to meet in-

person on Sunday mornings from 

9:30 -10:45 am.  If you would like 

to have your child continue with 

the "at-home" program you can 

pick up your materials at the main 

office behind the church.  Please 

call Shelley Senyk our Parish 

Secretary to schedule a time to 

pick up the lessons.   

Religious	Education�
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“Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way  

you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.” 

1 Timothy 4:12 

Happy New Year 

To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven.   

Ecclesiastes 3: 1 

 

There is something within us as humans that responds to seasons whether it be the seasons of nature or the life seasons that we journey 

through.  Some of us feel a sense of excitement when the leaves first start to turn and the "back -to-school" sales appear while others feel 

dread.  Some people may feel a sense of hope on January 1st while some feel anticipation as they embark on a new job or retirement. 

There is just something about fresh beginnings, blank pages yet to be written on, that cause us to sit up and pay attention.   

 

The Church, in Her infinite wisdom, knows this so She gives us a liturgical calendar complete with liturgical seasons.  Although the      

different seasons are each important for their own reasons the whole of the liturgical seasons together is also very important.  As the  Cat-

echism explains, “The Church, ‘in the course of the year … unfolds the whole mystery of Christ’” (No. 1194). So this means if we pay at-

tention to these seasons, if we immerse ourselves in the Scripture readings and various celebrations, we will grow deeper in our 

knowledge of all of Jesus' life.  There is a natural rhythm or progression to this unfolding of the liturgical calendar and just like we decorate 

our homes for different seasons on the secular calendar the Church also uses particular colors of vestments and decorations for the    

differing seasons. The liturgical seasons are: 

 

Advent- This season is made up of four consecutive Sundays and it begins on the Sunday closest to Nov. 30. 

This is a season of both hopeful anticipation and penance.  Violet, dark violet and pink are the colors. 

 

Christmas- Christmas Eve marks the beginning, and this season continues until the Feast of the Baptism of 

Our Lord in January.  This is a season marked by joyful celebration and the colors of white and gold.  

 

Ordinary Time I- This is considered one season but it is separated into two parts. The season begins on the 

Monday following the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord and continues to the Tuesday proceeding Ash 

Wednesday. It is named this not because it is ordinary in the unimportant sense of the word but rather because 

the Sundays in Ordinary Time are numbered consecutively (ordinal). This is when you will see the color 

green, and our focus is on Jesus' life, ministry and miracles.  

 

Lent� It begins on Ash Wednesday and continues for forty days until the Mass of Holy Thursday.  Our focus 

throughout this season is on penance, fasting, prayer, and almsgiving. Purple is the color you will see the most. 

   

Triduum� This is comprised of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday/Easter Sunday. As we relive 

Jesus' final week on earth we will see the colors of violet, red and white in the liturgy. For most Catholics 

these 3 days are the pinnacle of the whole year.  

 

Easter� This season begins with the resurrection of Jesus and continues for 50 days until we reach Pentecost.  

It is a season of celebration and white is the color associated with this time of year.  

 

Ordinary Time II� This is the second part of Ordinary Time, and it stretches from the day after Pentecost, 

which can be in May or June, until the first Sunday of Advent. This is a continuation of focusing on Jesus' life 

here on earth and the color is once again green.  

 

So this brings us back to the title of this article and no...it wasn't a typo!  Since this  weekend marks the First Sunday of Advent we are 

beginning our new liturgical year as Catholics.  Just as with most beginnings I hope you feel a sense of peaceful anticipation as this sea-

son starts, and I encourage you to slow down even as our culture of Christmas consumerism tells you to speed up.  Pull out the  Advent 

wreath and reflect as you watch the light of the candles grow brighter each week. As you wrap each Christmas present quietly pray for 

the recipient. Set aside time each day to read the daily Scriptures by your Christmas tree and meditate on their meaning. Make sure 

your nativity scene is in a place of honor and not just lost among a jumble of Santa figurines or  Elves on the Shelves.  In order to experi-

ence this liturgical season  in a meaningful way we need to intentionally shift our focus away from the world which can be very noisy.  

One of my favorite quotes is “Make time for the quiet moments as God whispers and the world is loud.” (Author unknown) I have 

found these words to be so true. The church is always peaceful so come to Mass and immerse yourself fully in the sights and sounds of 

the beautiful liturgy as you receive Jesus in the most intimate way possible ...the Eucharist.  Please know that I wish you many quiet mo-

ments  so you can hear God's whispers during this Advent season.   

 

A blessed New Year to all of you! 

Kristi Socha~ Director of Religious Education 
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Saintly Teens 

 

Chiara Corbella Petrillo lived a short life. 

 

She met her husband Enrico Petrillo at age 

18, became the mother of three children, 

and died at the age 28. 

 

But what happened within those 10 years has touched the hearts of 

thousands across the globe. Chiara's sainthood cause was opened 

last week, five years after her death. Her story is told in the 2015 

book, “Chiara Corbella Petrillo: A Witness to Joy,” published by 

Sophia Institute Press. 

 

“In the story of the Petrillo couple, many people recognize a 

providential consolation from heaven,” said Simone Troisi and 

Christiana Paccini, close friends of the Petrillo's who wrote the 

biography of Chiara's life. 

 

“They discover that in any situation, there is no real reason to be 

sad. This is because Chiara shows that if you have God as your 

guide, misfortunes do not exist,” they told CNA.  

  

Chiara and Enrico married in Italy on September 21, 2008 after 

having met at Medjugorje in 2002. During the early years of their 

marriage, the young Italian couple faced many hardships together, 

including the death of two children, who both died only 30 minutes 

after birth. 

 

Chiara became pregnant a third time with their son, Francesco. 

However, the joyful news of their pregnancy also came with a fatal 

diagnosis of cancer for Chiara. Her cancer was an unusual lesion of 

the tongue, which was later discovered to be a carcinoma. 

 

Chiara rejected any treatment that could have saved her life during 

pregnancy because it would have risked the life of her unborn son. 

As the cancer progressed, it became difficult for Chiara to speak 

and see clearly, eventually making her final days on earth 

particularly excruciating. 

 

“Her [Chiara's] suffering became a holy place because it was the 

place where she encountered God,” Troisi and Paccini recalled. 

 

Although many couples face hardships, Troisi and Paccini 

remembered something different about the Petrillos - they leaned on 

God’s grace which made their family particularly serene. They made 

peace with the reality that Chiara would never grow old with Enrico 

or watch Francesco grow up. 

 

During Chiara’s last days, Enrico embraced God’s grace just as 

Chiara did, saying, “If she is going to be with Someone who loves 

her more than I, why should I be upset?”  

  

Chiara died on June 13, 2012 at home in her wedding gown, 

surrounded by her family and friends. Although her earthly life was 

over, Chiara would continue to be a witness to joy. 

 

Troisi and Paccini believe that Chiara’s legacy is still living on 

because she gave witness to the truth that “love exists.” Neither she 

nor Enrico were afraid of love, marriage, or of committing 

themselves to their family. 

 

According to the authors, the young couple showed how “the 

purpose of our life is to love... to be married is a wonderful thing, an 

adventure that opens you up to Heaven in the home.” 

 

Chiara and Enrico's remarkable story is “a story of salvation in which 

God shows himself as a faithful God: they trust in Him and are not 

disappointed,” they stated. 

 

However, they were quick to note that Chiara was not “an 

extraordinary young woman, in a way that makes her different from 

us.” Rather, she struggled with many human fears and anxieties, 

especially with thoughts of pain, vomiting, and purgatory. 

 

“She had the same questions that we have, the same objections 

and struggles, the same fears,” Troisi and Paccini noted, saying 

what made her different was her “capacity to cast everything on the 

Father, to welcome the grace needed for whatever step she had to 

make.” 

 

With Chiara, the ordinary always became the extraordinary. Troisi 

and Paccini have fond memories of everyday life with the Petrillos, 

when a conversation about cooking chicken would end in talking 

about heaven. 

 

“We would share simple things like dinner, chatting, games on the 

rug with little Francesco... always very simple, without masks,” they 

remembered. 

 

“But when we were together, there was no difficulty in believing that 

eternal life was here and now!” 

 

Chiara has been called “a saint for our times.” Although her death 

was only five years ago, her legacy lives on and has inspired others 

around the world to be the same witness to joy. 

 

“Today, this joy is visible in those that lived alongside her: even if 

they miss her, they experience a mysterious and profound joy,” 

Troisi and Paccini stated. 

 

“We cannot insist enough on the fact that Chiara did what she did, 

not trusting in her own strength, but trusting in the grace and the 

consolation of God... She never doubted God's faithfulness to His 

promise of happiness for her story. 

 

Chiara’s cause for canonization was announced June 13, 2017, the 

fifth anniversary of her death. 

 (https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/a-saint-for-our-times-

the-inspiring-story-of-chiara-corbella-petrillo-27329) 

Venerable Matteo Farina, pray for us! 

 

Joyfully in Christ, 

Suzy DeVeny  
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Mary Bixler 

Elizabeth Bolton 

Connie Bradbury 

Linda Bowman 

Marilyn Bromberger 

Christine Cairns  

William Cairns  

Marilyn Cruickshank 

Mary Deising 

Steven DeMeulenaere 

Denise Gawronski 

Karen Goodmen  

Rick Goodmen 

Sondra Kota 

Barbara Letzgus 

Edward Letzgus 

Kim McConnell Kalvert 

Mark Meier 

Iris Miguel 

Mike Murphy 

Nadine Nowicki 

Natalie Lech Parent 

Greg Porrett 

Chuck Roehl 

Dorothy Shafran 

Michael J. Ward 

Robert Wawrzyniak 

Sara Wawrzyniak 

 

MK1  EJ Anglebrandt, U.S.C.G. 

SFC Shelby Bixler, U.S. Army 

Major Clayton Cruickshank, U.S.A.F. 

Lt. Mark Cruickshank, U.S.A.F. 

CPL Nicolas Deland, U.S. Marines  

A1C Marshall Eckert, U.S.A.F. 

PFC Jordan Garijo, U.S. Army 

Pvt. Nathaniel Nelson Hohf, MI N’tl Grd  

Sgt Joe Kilbourne, U.S. Army 

Cpl Michael Knowles, U.S. Army 

Sgt Mario Nowicki, U.S. Army 

 PO2 David Patchel, U.S. Navy 

Capt Chelsea Patino, U.S.A.F. 

Capt Taque Patino, U.S.A.F. 

CPT Lt Eric Reder, U.S. Army 

C4 Jacob Redlawski, U.S.A.F. 

LCpl John Russ, U.S. Marines 

Sgt Curtis Senyk, U.S. Marines 

  LCpl Randy Washburn, U.S. Marines   
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Day / Time Sunday  8:00 a.m. Sunday  11:00 a.m. Sunday  5:30 p.m. 

Mass  

Intentions 

† Ted Wessel  

   by Ed & Becca Wessel 

† Helen  & Bernard West 

   by Timm & Jean Lenn 

† William & Ruth Ann Bier 

   by Mike & Joanne Wesch 

 Vocations to the            

         Priesthood &   

               Religious Life 

     

Parishioners & 

     Territorial Souls 

        of St. Christopher  

Celebrant 

Rev. James F. Arwady  Rev. James F. Arwady Rev. James F. Arwady 

Lector 

Deem Boldyreff Kim Kozlowski John Gomola 

Hospitality  

Ministers 

Dan & Luz O’Brien Barbara Przbylski 

Gary Armstrong 

Bruce & Marianne Rinke 

Paul Urben 

EMHC 

*Mass Sacristan 

*Ron Slis 

 

Monica Meyers 

*Cori Krohn 

Sherry Kobe 

*Debbie Gomola 

Altar Server 

Lucas Spresser Griffin Badley Konner Wattle 

Weekend Liturgy for December 6, 2020 

Right to Life of St. Clair & 

Sanilac Counties invite you to 

join them as they travel to the 

March for Life in Washington 

DC January 28-30, 2021.  

Buses leave Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel at 6:00am January 28

th

 

and return about 7:00pm  

January 30

th

.  

To learn more go to  

www.rtlsc.com or  

call 810-531-4746 or  

989-280-6148. 

 

Our Giving Tree is up in the 

Social Hall. Please select 

your tag and return gifts 

under the tree by December 

13. Thank you in advance for 

your generosity! 

For your generosity! 

St. Christopher’s Parish Support   

November 15, 2020  

 

Loose ….....…...............$        1027.00 

Envelopes ……….........$        3841.00 

Online Offering …........$          100.00 

Total Collection           $        4968.00 

 

Parishioner Summary 

 

Registered Families…………..705 

Envelopes Received…...……..101 

Percentage of Supporters ……14% 

 

Thank you for your generous support! 

   

CSA 2020 Goal $58,354   

Total Pledges…….……………..$83,278.95 

Contributions Received…….......$69,916.95  

Families Supporting CSA…………….158 

 

 Please make checks payable to  

Archdiocese of Detroit—CSA  

 

SPONSOR OF  THE  WEEK 

4521 Ravenswood Rd 

(810) 364-6800  

Please patronize our sponsors!  

Liturgy for 7pm December 8, 2020 

The Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Mass  

Intention 

Parishioners and     

  Territorial Souls   

    of St. Christopher 

Celebrant Rev. James Arwady 

Lector Joe Pavlov 

Hospitality 

Ministers 

Dave Huxhold 

Lorraine Frendt 

EMHS Marilynn Pavlov 

Altar Server Sophia Senyk 



Marysville Tire & Auto
291 Range Rd. Kimball
810-364-4700
www.marysvilletire.com

Jim MacMillan   
Jeff Semrow
Family Owned

10% OFF Any
Service over $100

with this ad

#1 in Tires

THIS SPACE IS

 4-G-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0225

Home of the Marysville Knights of ColumbusHome of the Marysville Knights of Columbus
WEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCESWEDDINGS • SHOWERS • DANCES

MEETINGS • GRADUATIONSMEETINGS • GRADUATIONS
810-364-6800810-364-6800

4521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 480744521 Ravenswood Rd., Kimball, MI 48074
BINGO EVERY SUN 1:15PM,

TUES 10:20AM & WED 6:20PM

Jim Vinckier, Agent
2801 Gratiot Blvd
Marysville, MI 48040
Bus: 810-364-9811
jim.vinckier.r6re@statefarm.com
State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

Marysville

1030 Gratiot Blvd.
(810) 364-7737

We have your fresh 
interests at HEART

Eric Deising
Parish Member

810-922-0210 
St. Clair 

Chevrolet 
Buick GMC 

New and Pre-Owned Sales

 Ed Quain Ed Quain
 ASSOCIATE BROKER
 Cell: 810.343.6013Cell: 810.343.6013
 Bus: 810.364.8700
 Parish Member

JONES EQUIPMENT

Sales and Service
1777 Busha Hwy.

Marysville, MI 48040
(810) 364-6400

RENTALRENTALRENTAL

NEW BALTIMORE
35050 23 Mile Rd., Ste. D

586-725-4411
EAST CHINA

4014 S. River Rd
810-329-6671 

drcbrieden.com

“We create 
beautiful smiles.”

Patrick Kut, MD, is a board certified family physician,  
seeing patients of all ages, pediatric to geriatric.  
After school and work appointments available

Call for an appointment today - (810) 216-1680

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474


