Roman Catholic Parish

22 MARCH 2020
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT—LAETARE SUNDAY
From Fr. Paul
March 16, 2020
Our Lenten theme of Journey
Through Wilderness almost
seems prophetic. We are truly
in a wilderness.
But this
wilderness is not a place any
of us want to be. I recognize
the feelings of isolation,
inconvenience, stress, anxiety
are emotions you may have. This is not an easy time.
Especially as it is occurring during this season of Lent,
our Journey Through Wilderness, where we draw closer
to our parish and Catholic Traditions. Know that you and
your loved ones continue to remain in my thoughts and
prayers. We must remember that Our Mother of
Perpetual Help is a community of faith built on prayer
who support one another. Our best course of action is to
try to remain calm and follow the guidelines and
protocols given to us by those in authority.
The afternoon of Friday, March 13th was an
unprecedented day in my life and I am sure in your lives
as well. After receiving the Archbishop’s directive on
the suspension of all Masses and restrictions on all other
parish events our Worship Commission and
Communications Consultant went into action to get the
information out to as many parishioners as soon as
possible. I am extremely grateful to them for their efforts
on behalf of the parishioners and their tireless efforts
during this time of health concerns and uncertainty.
Over the weekend I sat down and prayerfully considered
the implications of the Archbishop’s recent letter
suspending all public Masses and restrictions on parish
gatherings and tried to identify the ways we can support
each other during the COVID-19 outbreak. We do not
know what the full impact of this outbreak will mean for
us. For the short term I offer the following:
Our parish office will remain open from 10am – 3pm
Monday through Friday.
Continued on page 5...

Rev. Paul F. Chateau,
Pastor
United in Faith, Love
and Service to Others

Oak Park Worship Location,
Rectory, and Parish Office
13500 Oak Park Blvd. • Oak Park, MI
48237
Ferndale Worship Location
241 Pearson St. • Ferndale, MI 48220

Parish Office Phone Number
248.545.2310
Office Hours
10am—3pm Mon—Fri
Parish Fax
248.545.2312
Parish Email
omophparish@gmail.com
Parish Website
www.omoph.org

Mass schedule is suspended
Saturday ............................ 4:30 PM Oak Park
Sunday ....... 9AM Oak Park; 11AM Ferndale
Mon., Wed., & Fri. ................ 9AM Oak Park
Tuesday & Thursday* ........... 9 AM Ferndale
Holy Days of Obligation * 9:00AM and 7:00 PM

The rosary is prayed Mon-Fri before the 9:00 am Mass
* Call 248.545.2310, for the location of the 1st Thursday 7:00
pm Mass and Holy Days of Obligation Masses

Sacraments:

Baptism, Anointing of the Sick, and Reconciliation
Please call the parish office at 248.545.2310
Marriage—Must be active and registered members
of the parish (for at least 6 months prior to scheduling)
call the parish office at 248.545.2310.

First Communion and Confirmation

Please contact Natalie LaCroix, DRE at 248.374.9045
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Saturday, March 21, 2020
Richard Slaughter by 50 Plus Club
Jim Podzikowski by Family
Al Fliger by Carol Fliger
Lori Popa – Healing – by Carol Fliger
Sunday, March 22, 2020
Betty Scrimger by Scrimger Family
Rhoda Hurley by Cornelius Henderson
Elaine Goldman by the Schoolers
Anna Lepeer and Daughters by a Friend
George and Renee’ Dettloff by their Family
Michael and Sara Rayis Family by Muneer Rayis
Nancy Goodert by The Ferndale Red Hat Society
Monday, March 23, 2020
Henry Mazurek – 50th Anniversary of Death – by the Family
Tuesday, March 24, 2020
Rev. James P. Kenneally (1999)
Wednesday, March 25, 2020
Msgr. Russell E. Kohler (2016)
Thursday, March 26, 2020
John and Dolores Neubauer and Family by Daughter Sally
Marie Fedewa Lynch by Peggy “Margaret” Lynch
Andrew James Doman by Petty “Margaret” Lynch
Friday, March 27, 2020
Rev. Gerald A. Hadad (2008)
Saturday, March 28, 2020
Bonnie Bologa by Richard and Kathleen Caprio
Rose Whitehead by Barbara Schoenbach
Jim Podzikowski by Family
Tony Ciambelli by the Bone Family
Jack Armstrong by the Bone Family
Sunday, March 29, 2020
Rhoda Hurley by Cornelius Henderson
Luciano and Jennie Caracausi by Grace Ciambelli
Healing of Rhett by Ed and Judy Dupke
Michael and Sara Rayis Family by Muneer Rayis
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If you have a special prayer intention during this time of
health concern please submit your request via email to the
parish office at omophparish@gmail.com. We will place it
on our website.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
ABOUT OUR PRAYER LISTS
The Church calls us to lift our brothers and sisters up in prayer
when they are sick or struggling. The Parish continues to receive
word about our parishioners who are ill, and we also receive
requests about their well-being by others and ask why their
names are not published. Since some of the members of our
parish request that their names not be published when they are ill
it becomes difficult. We strive to respect everyone’s privacy
along with trying to provide prayer support to all. We hope to
list the members of our parish who are currently in need of our
prayers, a visit, a note, or a phone call. To add a name to the
listing, please contact the person first to make certain they want
such information published and then contact the parish office at
248.545.2310.
If you wish prayer during a time of illness or difficulty for
yourself or for a family member, please contact the office by email at omophparish@gamil.com or by phone at 248.545.2310.
Names will be kept on the list for 4 weeks. Contact the parish
office, at 248.545.2310, if you wish a name to remain on the
prayer list for an additional four weeks. Thank you.

Our Sick, Their Families and Caregivers,
and the Special Inten!ons of Our Parishioners

Jim Podzikowski, David Doig, Andy Doig, Euna Feschuk, Omer
Finley, Celia Juras, Christine Carter, Chuck Yodhes, Marilyn
Serapiglia, Michael Churillia, Victor Churillia, Mary Wolski,
Yvonne Koury , Marie Farrell

Our Men and Women Serving in the Military

1st Lt Jacob Ashmore-USAF, Cpt Jonathon Ashmore-USMC, Sgt
Cory Berry-US Army, LtCOL Thomas Goedert-USMC, Matthew
Pelletier-USAF, Sgt Douglas Raven-US Army, COL David
Rogers-US Army, COL Thomas Rogers-US Army, PFC Edy
Silveira de Souza-USMC, Staff Sgt. John W. Tomassi-USAF, AB
Ashley N. Vozel-USAF, SSG Noah Reiter-US Army, HN Maura
Curtin—Navy, CPT Matthew Carey-USAF, HN Autumn-Kyoko
Cushman--US Navy
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O ! M-,,-#/—Our Mother of Perpetual Help Parish is
a welcoming and nurturing Catholic community
building up the Body of Christ through prayer and
service.
O ! V-,-#/—Our vision is to be an extraordinary
spiritual gathering place where people of all
backgrounds and ages are welcome to question and
learn, pray, worship, and serve. In community through
prayer and worship, we hope to continue to grow
together in our understanding and appreciation of
God’s love. We strive to change and improve our lives
and the lives of others.
How do you live out our mission and vision?

I
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n the Words of Pope Francis:

Let us pray together today for those who are working to guarantee
public services: those working in pharmacies, supermarkets,
transportation, police officers, and for all those working to allow social
and civil life to go ahead.
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It has long been a Catholic understanding that when
circumstances prevent one from receiving Holy
Communion, it is possible to make an Act of Spiritual
Communion which is a source of grace. Spiritual
Communion means uniting one’s self in prayer with
Christ’s sacrifice and worshipping him in his Body and
Blood.
The most common reason for making an Act of Spiritual
Communion is when a person cannot attend Mass. Acts
of Spiritual Communion increase our desire to receive
sacramental Communion and help us avoid the sins that
would make us unable to receive Holy Communion
worthily.

A (!)1&! '#! S(-!-$ )* C#33 /-#/

My Jesus, I believe that
you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love you above all things
and I desire to receive you in my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally,
Come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace you as if you were already there
And unite myself wholly to you.
Never permit me to be separated from you.
Amen.
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Loving God, you sent your son Jesus Christ to heal the
sick. We ask you to come to our aid in the midst of the
coronavirus crisis that we too may experience your
healing love. We ask you to heal those who are sick.
Calm those who are living in fear. Be with those who
have died and comfort their families. Inspire health
professionals to aid them in their healing work. Guide
national leaders to lead and make decisions with wisdom.
Help us to always be aware of your presence as we place
our trust in you. We ask this in Jesus name. Amen.

P!)1&! '#! )/ &/0 $# $%& 4#!#/)6-! , 4!-,-,

Loving God, we come before you in our time of need.
We lay before you our concerns and fears over the spread
of the coronavirus. We know that you are mightier than
all our fears and that the name of Jesus is the name above
all other names. We ask, in the name of Jesus, that you
stop the spread of the coronavirus. In your mercy, heal
those who are sick and lead those who have died into
your heavenly kingdom. We ask this in the mighty name
of Jesus. Amen.
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St. Roch during your life you helped countless people
who suffered from contagious diseases.
Intercede on behalf of all who are caring for ill people
and ask the Lord to protect them from contracting any
illness they are helping to treat.
Pray the Lord bless them with a loving and generous
heart and the wisdom and supplies they need to help
alleviate pain and suffering and restore all ill people
back to health.
Pray also, dear St. Roch, that all I know and love are
protected from becoming ill with any contagious
diseases and that those who are ill receive the best care
available to them so that they may heal and recover
fully.
Dear St. Roch, pray for the repose of the soul of those
who die from complications due to contagious diseases
and ask that their angels carry them into Heaven where
they can rest in peace for all eternity.
Thank you St. Roch for your intercession. Amen
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Lord of light, God of our salvation, we walk by the light of your Son, whom you sent that all might see and know your
love. Manifest yourself to all who seek your face, and be merciful when we persist in blindness.
Expose injustice, and illuminate the way to peace. Reveal the darkness within and around us. Cast that darkness out of us
so that we will walk more boldly by your light. With your Son as our guide, bring us into your everlasting radiance.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Today’s Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6–7, 10–13a; Psalm 23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6 (1); Ephesians 5:8–14; John 9:1–41. When Samuel
goes to Jesse to anoint a new king, no one, including Samuel, recognizes God’s chosen one. Only God is able to look within David
and see that this shepherd boy will be a capable and faithful king.
The people in the Gospel passage also struggle to see as God sees, and so do we. Jesus’ words and actions provoke everyone to
decide whether he is God’s chosen one, whether God truly sent him into the world to save it. The challenge then, as now, is to
examine the testimony without making assumptions, such as assuming Jesus was wrong to heal on the Sabbath or that blindness is
a punishment for sin.
As we scrutinize Jesus, asking ourselves who he is, we face the ultimate challenge of moving toward or away from him, of moving
toward or away from God’s light. We want to stand within this light, but sometimes the brightness frightens us. God’s light
exposes our darkness, and it can hurt when God’s light burns the darkness out of us. Sometimes it is easier to close our eyes and
pretend that we already see everything clearly.
But we cannot escape God’s light. It has come into the world, and it remains in our midst. It remains in us. This light will make us
radiate with joy and goodness and enable us to illuminate the way for others if we are humble and brave enough to let it.
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Passages such as the one from Isaiah in the First Reading remind us how invested God is in this earth. Having created the world,
God will not abandon it but will refashion it, casting out suffering and sorrow. By healing a child, Jesus reveals that God’s work of
re-creation has already begun. God invites us to participate in it. Reflect on how the work you do—or could do—is part of God’s
work of remaking the world. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 65:17–21; Psalm 30:2 and 4, 5–6, 11–12a and 13b; John 4:43–54.
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The prophet Ezekiel tells of a glorious future in which fresh water flows in abundance. The water brings life to parched ground,
transforms salty water, and allows fish and fruit trees to thrive. In the Gospel, Jesus surpasses this life-giving water. He ignores the
pool and heals the man through the power of his word alone. The man represents all creation transformed and replenished by the
power of Christ. Each time you use water today, thank God for the ways he has helped and replenished you. Today’s Readings:
Ezekiel 47:1–9, 12; Psalm 46:2–3, 5–6, 8–9; John 5:1–16.

W&0/&,0)1, M)!4% 25—S#*&3/-$1 #' $%& A// /4-)$-#/

In the Old Testament, sacrifices are offerings set apart for God. Such gifts remind the people that they themselves are set apart for
God. We give things up during Lent in order to make ourselves a sacrifice, to set ourselves apart from the things of this world and
to put ourselves at the service of God and his kingdom. King Ahaz did not want to become such an offering, whereas Mary offered
herself with barely a moment’s thought. Offer yourself to God by praying St. Ignatius of Loyola’s Suscipe. Today’s Readings:
Isaiah 7:10–14; 8:10; Psalm 40:7–8a, 8b–9, 10, 11; Hebrews 10:4–10; Luke 1:26–38.
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The Israelites in the reading from Exodus wanted to relate to God in ways that were familiar to them, so they made an image of
God. They struggled to accept that God is both beyond images and represented by them, his people. Centuries later God again
presented himself in a way that was hard for people to accept: in Jesus, his Son. Make a list of titles for Jesus. Choose one you do
not normally use and reflect on what it reveals about God. Today’s Readings: Exodus 32:7–14; Psalm 106:19–20, 21–22, 23; John
5:31–47.
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People in the temple area question whether Jesus is the Messiah because they know he is from Galilee. They struggle to accept that
he is somehow from God, “from above.” Others flatly refuse to believe that Jesus has a unique relationship with God. Jesus is the
just man, the one who obeys God in everything, yet who is attacked for precisely that reason. Take a moment to pray for those who
are ridiculed or endangered because they are doing what is right. Today’s Readings: Wisdom 2:1a, 12–22; Psalm 34:17–18, 19–20,
21 and 23; John 7:1–2, 10, 25–30.
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As Jesus continues to provoke division, the religious authorities take an ever more rigid stance against him. They so insist that they
know the law, that they know the Scriptures, that they demean everyone who doesn’t agree with them. God’s prophet Jeremiah
also experienced spite and dangerous rejection. In those moments we reject someone, it may turn out that we have misunderstood
what God is telling us. Choose a psalm and listen for how God might be challenging you. Today’s Readings: Jeremiah 11:18–20;
Psalm 7:2–3, 9bc–10, 11–12; John 7:40–53.
© 2020 Liturgy Training Publications. 1-800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell. Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition © ,2010 CCD. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago, on July 12, 2019.
© 2020 Liturgy Training Publications. 1-800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago, on July 12, 2019.
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From Fr. Paul Continued...
Our bulletin continues to be published and will include the
intentions that would have been offered at Mass. I ask
that you personally pray for these intentions of our
parishioners.
The bulletin is available on our website or you may stop
by the parish office during business hours and pick one
up. Private church visits for prayer can be accommodated
during office hours. Please call the parish office before
coming. Also, please refrain from coming to the office if
you are not feeling well or experiencing fevers, chills, sore
throat, coughing, vomiting, diarrhea, shortness of breath,
runny nose, or have travelled outside of the country in the
past 14 days.
If you have not downloaded our parish mobile app this is
the time to do it. This is our best way of communicating
important information to you.
iPhone users text:
ParishApp1 to 555888 and Android Users text:
ParishApp2 to 555888. More information is on our
website. Also, on our website there are many prayer
resources, ways to watch Mass online or on TV as well as
Lenten reflections, music, prayers, a way to pray the
stations of the cross and more.
Parishioner funerals, Anointing of the Sick, and prayer
requests will continue. Please, contact the parish office.
On a practical note we still need your support. As you can
imagine this temporary suspension of public Masses has a
direct impact on our budget and ability to pay our monthly
bills. Contributions can be mailed in or made online via
the website or parish mobile app. Know that we especially
appreciate your support of Our Mother of Perpetual Help
Parish during this time.
As we continue our Lenten Journey through Wilderness to
being Renewed by His Spirit at Easter, where we celebrate
Christ’s victory over sin and death, let us not lose hope
that Jesus has power in our current situation. Let us be a
community that supports each other, most especially in
prayer. In the scripture readings from March 15th from the
Book of Exodus the Israelites tested the Lord saying, “Is
the LORD in our midst or not?” In the Gospel Jesus tells
the Samaritan woman, “Everyone who drinks this water
will be thirsty again; but whoever drinks the water I shall
give will never thirst; the water I shall give will become in
him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” As a
people of faith and prayer we must believe that God has
not abandoned us. He is in our midst and provides for our
needs.
Archbishop Vigneron offered this prayer in his letter to
the faithful:
Let us entrust ourselves to Our Lady of Lourdes, patron
for those who suffer illness. Through her intercession,
may God grant healing and protection to the people of
southeast Michigan and beyond. And let us, by the courageous hope with which we face the challenge of the virus’
spread, give witness to our confidence in the good news of
the Lord’s victory over suffering and death.
Our Mother of Perpetual Help Pray for Us!
In Christ’s Peace,
Fr. Paul
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The tentative schedule for the roofing repairs at our Oak Park
location is mid March and hopefully conclude on April 15.
Weather and the health concerns related to COVID-19 play a
role in this timeline.
Royal Roofing Company has been selected to complete the
Oak Park Roof Project. Materials and equipment are
required at the work site and Royal Roofing will be careful to
keep any disruption to a minimum. Roofing materials and
equipment will be placed next to the borderline fence along
the North side of the parking lot.
There will be considerable noise during the repair process. If
there is a funeral Royal roofing will ensure that their repair
work doesn’t occur during that time.
Once this roofing project is completed, the installation of a
new ceiling in the Oak Park church will begin, scheduled for
a May-June timeframe.
A smaller roofing repair project began at the Ferndale
location on March 16 with an estimated one week completion
time. Again, weather the health concerns related to COVID19 may play a role in this timing.
If you have any questions or comments,
please contact Chuck White, Finance Chair,
at Cell/Text: 734-635-2598 or
chuckwhiteolofsj@gmail.com.
Please join us in prayer for safe, effective, and timely work
projects for the workers, our parishioners and our facilities.

Contact our Staff at 248.545.2310
The Parish Office remains open
Monday—Friday
10:00 am—3:00 pm
Rev. Paul F. Chateau, Pastor
Ms. Vicki Mazurek,
Director of Finance and Office Administration
vickimazurekolofsj@gmail.com
Ms. Terri Mayfield
Parish Office General Support Services
omophparish@gmail.com
Mrs. Natalie LaCroix
Director of Religious Education/Faith Formation
natalielacroix@ymail.com / 248.374.9045
Bulletin and Calendar Email Address—
omoph2@gmail.com

Please visit our website—www.omoph.org
From our website you can download
the bulletin and the Parish Mobile App
and much more...

HANSEN’S AUTO CENTER
(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work

8210 W. 9 Mile Rd.
Oak Park, MI

Burial/Cremation Services

Jim Hansen
398-1334 • 398-0408

2125 Twelve Mile Rd. • Berkley, MI
www.sawyerfuller.com

Quality Auto Repair

David L. Manzo, M.D.
Ophthalmologist
Gincy George, O.D.
Optometrist

Lawrence J. Lacey PC
Attorney and Counselor
Parish Member

Wills • Trusts • Probate

• General Ophthalmology • Laser Vision Correction • Expert Contact Lens Fitting
• Cataract/Implant Surgery • Glaucoma • Pediatric Eye Exams • Optical Shop

26080 Woodward Avenue
Royal Oak, MI 48067
248-584-2170 • ljlacey@juno.com

621 West 11 Mile Road • Royal Oak, MI 48067 • 248-541-4200 • www.manzoeyecare.com

Sahara Restaurant & Grill
Dine - In * Banquets * Catering
Carry Out * Delivery

24770 Coolidge Hwy. Oak Park, MI 48237

(248) 399-7744

Contact Tim Griffith to place an ad today!
tgriffith@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6441

Kelly O'Meara Realtor
Parish Member/Mens Club

248-342-0575

KellyREMAX12@gmail.com

For all your Real Estate needs

L.J. RODGERS
Home Improvements, LLC

saharaoakpark@gmail.com

The Original Sahara Since 1981

Studio, One & Two bedroom apartments

725 South Adams, Ste. 244
Birmingham, MI 48009

Luxury Residences for the Modern Senior
Amenity-Rich Independent 55+ Senior Living

Among our many amenities:
• Community Dining Room with Restaurant-Style Service
• Gourmet Meals Prepared Fresh Every Day by the In-House Culinary Team
• All-Inclusive Utilities (Excluding Phone & Cable)
• Regular Housekeeping & Trash Removal
• Fitness Room & Classes
• Library & Computer Bar w/ Tech Lessons Available
• Salon & Barber Shop • Films & Entertainment at Our In-House Theater

248-642-2411

• And Much More!

Come Visit Us
www.thejamesferndale.com

www.ljrodgers.com

22111 Woodward Ave • Ferndale, MI 48220

Huntington Woods & Farmington Hills

Licensed Psychologist

NOW OPEN & LEASING

• Trim & Seamless Gutters
• Storm & Replacement Windows

(248) 399-1233

Mary Weatherston,
Ph.D. PLC
PTSD (Military & Civilian)
Life Changes
Depression & Anxiety

ROOFING & SIDING
Licensed
& Insured

(248) 398-6500

(248) 554-3600

0% Financing available to qualified buyers

Over 50 Years Family Owned & Operated

23960 Woodward Ave
248.543.0100
wesselsandwilk.com

QUALITY, PRICE & LOCATION
John & Steven Wilk, Directors Dedicated To Those We Serve

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

(248) 213-9248
WaterWorkPlumbing.com

HEMPWORX
Lynn Lipman - 248-765-8941

GallowayCollens.com
248-545-2500

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS
HEMPWORX IS:

26075 Woodward Avenue, Suite 200

• Full spectrum and THC-free
• CO2 extraction method
• 100% Organic / Non-GMO
• Hemp grown in Kentucky
• Non-habit forming
• No fillers, harsh solvents or pesticides
• Proven track record of testimonials and reviews
• 60-day empty-bottle, money-back guarantee

Huntington Woods, MI 48070

www.gettinghealthycbd.com

Funeral Directors L.L.C. • www.spauldingcurtin.com
544-0500 • On Nine Mile between Woodward and Livernois in Ferndale

PATRICK J. CURTIN

KEVIN B. CURTIN (1960-2007)

CONNIE PADUCHOWSKI, MANAGER

“A Family Commitment of Funeral Service to the Community Since 1927.”
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For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com
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