Roman Catholic Parish
Fr. Father Paul…
May 16, 2020
Dear Parish Family,
I have spent much of the past week trying to unravel
the guidelines and directives from the Archbishop on
the resumption of Masses in the Archdiocese of Detroit
and how we will proceed at Our Mother of Perpetual
Help Parish. I have reviewed the information from the
Archdiocese, what local, state and federal government
officials and health experts are reporting, as well as
thinking about our parish and its demographics. Be
assured that much time has been spent in prayer and
discernment.
On May 12, 2020, we received guidelines and
permission from the Archdiocese to begin celebrating
Mass publicly as a community two hours before this
information was released to the general public. It did
not give me a lot of time to digest the information
before phone calls started rolling in. I ask for your
patience as we move forward.
While we look forward to being able to celebrate
together, we must also prepare ourselves for the reality
that our return will look much different than what we
have known in the past. Again, after much review of
information, prayer, and discernment I have
determined that it is best for our parish community to
begin the resumption of the 9am (in Oak Park) and
11am (in Ferndale) Sunday Masses on the Pentecost
May 31. This will give us time to prepare safely and
slowly for the resumption of Masses. I am still
discerning how and when to add any additional
masses. While the Sunday 9 am and 11 am Masses will
resume all non-liturgical events are still cancelled for
the foreseeable future.
Continued on page 3
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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
Rev. Paul F. Chateau,
Pastor
United in Faith, Love
and Service to Others

Oak Park Worship Location,
Rectory, and Parish Office
13500 Oak Park Blvd. • Oak Park, MI
48237
Ferndale Worship Location
241 Pearson St. • Ferndale, MI 48220

Parish Office Phone Number
248.545.2310
Office Hours
10am—3pm Mon—Fri
Parish Fax
248.545.2312
Parish Email
omophparish@gmail.com
Parish Website
www.omoph.org

Sunday Masses will begin May 31
9:00 am in Oak Park
11:00 am in Ferndale
Please see our website
www.omoph.org
For ways to pray at home
and watch Mass online or on TV
Sacraments:

Baptism, Anointing of the Sick, and Reconciliation
Please call the parish office at 248.545.2310
Marriage—Must be active and registered members
of the parish (for at least 6 months prior to scheduling)
call the parish office at 248.545.2310.

First Communion and Confirmation

Please contact Natalie LaCroix, DRE at 248.374.9045
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Saturday, May 23, 2020
Vigil of The Ascension of the Lord
Jim Podzikowski by Family
Dolores and Mike Jachcinski by Carol Fliger
Mary and Frank Belkowski by Barbara Schoenbach
Sunday, May 24, 2020
The Ascension of the Lord
9:00 am in Oak Park
Gloria and Chuck Radabaugh by Michella Zuckerberg
Lisa Ann Palazzolo
Rev. Edmund O. Battersby (1977)
11:00 am in Ferndale
Michael and Sara Rayis Family by Muneer Rayis
Deceased and Living Members of the Kemling and Baracka
Families by Dolly Kemling
Hildegard E. Feddersen—birthday memorial— by husband
Monday, May 25, 2020
Rev. Leo T. Lulko (2013)
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
ABOUT OUR PRAYER LISTS
The Church calls us to lift our brothers and sisters up in prayer
when they are sick or struggling. The Parish continues to receive
word about our parishioners who are ill, and we also receive
requests about their well-being by others and ask why their
names are not published. Since some of the members of our
parish request that their names not be published when they are ill
it becomes difficult. We strive to respect everyone’s privacy
along with trying to provide prayer support to all. We hope to
list the members of our parish who are currently in need of our
prayers, a visit, a note, or a phone call. To add a name to the
listing, please contact the person first to make certain they want
such information published and then contact the parish office at
248.545.2310.
If you wish prayer during a time of illness or difficulty for
yourself or for a family member, please contact the office by email at omophparish@gamil.com or by phone at 248.545.2310.
Names will be kept on the list for 4 weeks. Contact the parish
office, at 248.545.2310, if you wish a name to remain on the
prayer list for an additional four weeks. Thank you.

Tuesday, May 26, 2020
Claudette (Sobeck) Benson by Iola and John Sobeck Family
Lee Benson by Iola and John Sobeck Family
Those with Beautiful Feet by Fr. Prus and Fr. Chateau
Wednesday, May 27, 2020
Rev. John J. Raymo (1969)
Thursday, May 28, 2020
Rev. Arthur A. Lowry (1988)
Friday, May 29, 2020
Msgr. William J. Sherzer (2007)
Saturday, May 30, 2020
Vigil of Pentecost Sunday
Jim Podzikowski by Family
Rev. Thomas P. Kirwan (2011)
Sunday, May 31, 2020
Pentecost Sunday
9:00 am in Oak Park
Jack and Bette Gulmond by Michella Zuckerberg
11:00 am in Ferndale
Michael and Sara Rayis Family by Muneer Rayis

Please visit our website at www.omoph.org
When you visit our website you can download the
bulletin, find faith formation perspectives as well as
prayer resources and ways to watch mass online. There
is info on how to download the parish mobile app. You
can support our parish by donating online. There are
reflections and music that we hope will inspire you and
bring you peace during this time of uncertainty. You can
pray the Stations of the Resurrection, Novenas, daily
prayer, evening prayer and much more...

Our Sick, Their Families and Caregivers,
and the Special Inten!ons of Our Parishioners

Jim Podzikowski, David Doig, Andy Doig, Euna Feschuk, Omer
Finley, Celia Juras, Chuck Yodhes, Marilyn Serapiglia, Michael
Churillia, Victor Churillia, Marie Farrell, Phyllis Wisner,

Our Men and Women Serving in the Military

1st Lt Jacob Ashmore-USAF, Cpt Jonathon Ashmore-USMC, Sgt
Cory Berry-US Army, LtCOL Thomas Goedert-USMC, Matthew
Pelletier-USAF, Sgt Douglas Raven-US Army, COL David
Rogers-US Army, COL Thomas Rogers-US Army, PFC Edy
Silveira de Souza-USMC, Staff Sgt. John W. Tomassi-USAF, AB
Ashley N. Vozel-USAF, SSG Noah Reiter-US Army, HN Maura
Curtin—Navy, CPT Matthew Carey-USAF, HN Autumn-Kyoko
Cushman--US Navy
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O ! M.,,.#-—Our Mother of Perpetual Help Parish is
a welcoming and nurturing Catholic community
building up the Body of Christ through prayer and
service.
O ! V.,.#-—Our vision is to be an extraordinary
spiritual gathering place where people of all
backgrounds and ages are welcome to question and
learn, pray, worship, and serve. In community through
prayer and worship, we hope to continue to grow
together in our understanding and appreciation of
God’s love. We strive to change and improve our lives
and the lives of others.
How do you live out our mission and vision?
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From Fr. Paul continued from front page

With that in mind please note the following:
First and foremost, Archbishop Vigneron stated that the faithful of the Archdiocese of Detroit are
dispensed from their Sunday obligation to attend Mass through Sunday, September 6, 2020. If you do not
feel safe returning to public Mass, please note that you are dispensed. You will not be committing a sin if
you do not attend Mass. There are many avenues available to watch Mass on TV or online.
Additionally, there will be guidelines and standards to which you must adhere if you attend Mass.
Please keep the following in mind in your prayerful discernment about your possible attendance at Mass:
For the safety and the well-being of the physical and spiritual health of Our Mother of Perpetual Help
parishioners, our families, our neighbors, our state, our country, and the world if you are in any of the following
categories you are encouraged to stay home:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

those older than 65 years of age
anyone with compromised health conditions
those caring for the sick in any way
anyone exhibiting any signs of illness
anyone exhibiting any signs/symptoms of Coronavirus/COVID-19
fever, cough, shortness of breath, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, sore throat, new
loss of taste of smell, diarrhea, and extreme fatigue
those who have travelled internationally or outside of the State of Michigan in the 14 days prior to
possibly attending Mass
those who have been in close contact in the 14 days prior to possibly attending Mass with someone
with a diagnosis of COVID-19

Additionally, in Archbishop Vigneron's recent letter addressed to the faithful within the Archdiocese of Detroit
directives were issued regarding safety protocol during this time.
Per the Directives for Resumption of Public Mass, for those of you who can safely return, Our Mother of
Perpetual Help Parish will observe the following:
·

·
·
·
·

·

Face-coverings/masks are to be worn by everyone over the age of two (2) in and around the church
(parking lot, vestibules, church). We ask that you bring your own facemasks with you. No one will
be admitted without a face mask.
Cleaning and sanitizing of church facilities using proper techniques before and after Masses.
Physical/Social distancing is practiced in the church and on the church property.
We will not exceed 75 people at a single mass. This limit should allow people to remain at least six
feet apart. There will be clear markings indicating where you may sit.
We strongly encourage you to wash your hands prior to arriving for Mass. While we will have hand
sanitizer available, we ask that you bring your own if you have it and use it right before you enter the
church as well as before you approach to receive communion and after you return to your seat after
receiving communion.
Doors to be used for entry will be clearly marked.

More details will be shared as they are finalized. Please continue to visit the parish website. If you have not
downloaded the parish mobile app, I am asking you to do so as soon as possible. The website and mobile app are
the best avenues for us to communicate updates to you.
We are so thankful to begin seeing you again in person. Thank you for being mindful of the fact that as we care
for the spiritual needs of our community, we do so while implementing new social norms for the physical and
spiritual safety and well-being of each parishioner and visitor.
Fr. Paul
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A pair of ducks found their way to the same little corner of the property year after year. Sheltered by a little grove of trees, they
quickly made their preparations to build a nest, lay eggs, and welcome in a new family. Then one year, only one of the ducks came
to that little corner. She went about the business of building a nest, but this time, she was clearly unsettled. She would wander
around, sometimes seemingly without purpose, almost hoping perhaps that her mate might come along. But, she remained alone.
There were many times when we could hear her “crying”, mourning her loneliness and lack of purpose, sitting on a batch of eggs
that would never hatch. One day, she quietly left that little corner never to return again.
Many human beings approach life this way. We silently grieve our loneliness, lack of direction, and sense of purpose. Maybe life
once had meaning for us, but nothing seems to claim us and settle our restlessness any longer. We wander around looking and
hoping for someone or something to come our way. We may even sob at times, wailing as we sit with the misery of our pain. Will
happiness ever come our way again? Or will we simply leave where we are never to return again? Many are lost, wandering souls
who are not quite sure where to settle or where to make a home.
We are meant to be in Christ. This glorious feast of the Ascension shows us, with clear vision, who Jesus really is! Understanding
ourselves in Christ really changes things up and reorients us to our greater purpose, mission, and meaning. We are part of the
cosmic wonder of creation and part of a bigger plan and mystery, destined to be much more than what we now know ourselves to
be. Could Jesus’ friends know who he would become? If we can find the Christ present within and see the Christ bursting forth in
all creation and beyond, then we can come to know our truth and understand where our home and life is meant to be.
Advancing upon the blessing of each new day with the certain knowledge that you are an unconditionally loved child of God gives
you the axis and the safe harbor to cope with whatever comes your way. The gift of joy will be yours, and you can discover your
true meaning and purpose. Look within, look without, look above, and look below. You are not alone. Trust that God will lead you
©LPi
where you need to be and transform you into who you really are.
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Although Jesus’ disciples think they understand him, Jesus insists that their understanding is incomplete: during his passion, they
will abandon him. Only with the gift of the Holy Spirit will they find the courage to stay faithful. By contrast, Paul encounters men
who have not heard of the Holy Spirit but who are well prepared to receive this gift. We need both the Spirit and the formation of
our faith community to guide us forward. Pray for the Spirit to fill you and your faith community. Today’s Readings: Acts 19:1–8;
Psalm 68:2–3ab, 4–5acd, 6–7ab; John 16:29–33.
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There are similarities between Paul’s journey to Jerusalem and Jesus’ preparations for his passion. In John’s account of the Gospel,
Jesus gives a long farewell discourse in which he talks with his disciples about all that is going to happen. Paul also makes a
formal farewell before facing the hardships that await him. As he says goodbye, Paul urges his listeners to imitate Jesus just as he
has. Hear more of Paul’s heartfelt words by reading all or part of his letter to the Philippians. Today’s Readings: Acts 20:17–27;
Psalm 68:10–11, 20–21; John 17:1–11a.
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In the Gospel passage, the word world refers to all that opposes God. As Jesus continues his prayer to the Father, he speaks about
how his followers are set apart from the world. He prays that God will further consecrate or sanctify them to continue his work of
sharing the truth of God’s love. Paul also was set apart for God’s work, and he reminded others to remain steadfast in holiness. In
what concrete ways can you set yourself apart from the world? Today’s Readings: Acts 20:28–38; Psalm 68:29–30, 33–35a, 35bc–
36ab; John 17:11b–19.
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Religion, sadly, often divides people instead of uniting them. The Pharisees and Sadducees disagreed on whether there was any
kind of afterlife. Disagreements about beliefs and practices persist among Christians today. Such division compels us to bow our
heads and echo Jesus’ prayer for unity. Today’s Readings: Acts 22:30; 23:6–11; Psalm 16:1–2a and 5, 7–8, 9–10, 11; John 17:20–
26.
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In Luke’s Gospel account, Jesus tells his disciples that they will be handed over to kings and governors (21:12–13). In the passage
from Acts, Paul is in the hands of the local governor who consults on his case with the king. In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus tells
Peter that one day Peter will be arrested and crucified. Centuries later, Christians still come into conflict with those in authority.
Pray for those who are attacked or imprisoned because of their faith. Today’s Readings: Acts 25:13b–21; Psalm 103:1–2, 11–12,
19–20ab; John 21:15–19.
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As we near the end of our Easter season, we hear the conclusions to the Acts of the Apostles and the Gospel according to John.
Paul has arrived at Rome, in fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy that his followers would be his witnesses throughout the world. Today
Christian missionaries have crossed oceans to enter new regions and share the story of salvation. John’s Gospel notes that Jesus
said and did far more than any book could contain. The Jesus who has risen, ascended to his Father, and filled us with his Spirit
continues his mission through us. May the good work we do in Jesus’ name fill more volumes than could ever be written. Today’s
Readings: Acts 28:16–20, 30–31; Psalm 11:4, 5 and 7; John 21:20–25.
© 2020 Liturgy Training Publications. 1-800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell. Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition © ,2010 CCD. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago, on July 12, 2019.
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emember, O most gracious Virgin Mary,
that never was it known that anyone who
fled to thy protection, implored thy help or
sought thy intercession was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence, we fly unto thee O
Virgin of virgins, our Mother. To thee do we come.
Before thee we stand, sinful and sorrowful. O
Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not our
petitions, but in your mercy hear and answer us.
Amen.
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Mary, you always shine on our path as a
sign of salvation and of hope. We entrust
ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who
at the cross took part in Jesus' pain,
keeping your faith firm. You, Salvation of the Roman
People, know what we need, and we are sure you will
provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may return
to joy and to feasting after this time of trial. Help us,
Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the
Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, who has
taken upon himself our sufferings and carried our
sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the
resurrection. Amen.
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother
of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are
in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious
and blessed Virgin.

I- $%& W#!1, #' P#(& F!)-0.,...
"May God have mercy on us and put an
end to this tragedy, this pandemic, as
well as the pandemics of hunger, war,
and children without an education. This
we ask as brothers and sisters, everyone
together.”
W%)$ C)- Y# D# $# H&*(?
Some people are longing for the sound of another persons
voice. Call someone you know. Call someone who lives
alone. Or write someone a note, letter, or card and mail it
to them. Some people are only getting bills in the mail.
Let them know you are thinking about them, care about
them, and are praying for them.
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Contact us at 248.545.2310
Rev. Paul F. Chateau, Pastor
Ms. Vicki Mazurek,
Director of Finance and Office Administration
vickimazurekolofsj@gmail.com
Ms. Terri Mayfield
Parish Office General Support Services
omophparish@gmail.com
Mrs. Natalie LaCroix
Director of Religious Education/Faith Formation
natalielacroix@ymail.com / 248.374.9045
Bulletin and Calendar Email Address—
omoph2@gmail.com
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All masses and parish events are currently suspended until
further notice. Our parish office is closed. Please do not
come to the rectory. If you have an emergency call
248.545.2310 or email the parish office at
omophparish@gmail.com.
Our website www.omoph.org and parish mobile app are the
best ways for us to communicate with you. Please visit the
parish website often. You may download the bulletin on our
website. If you have not downloaded the parish mobile app
please do so. For android products go to the Google Play
Store WeConnect Parish App on your phone [text
ParishApp2 to 555888]. For apple products go to the Apple
Store WeConnect Parish App on your phone [text
ParishApp1 to 555888]. Search for Our Mother of Perpetual
Help. Remember to subscribe to the notifications you want to
receive.
A BIG THANK YOU to all of those who have continued
to support our parish. As you can imagine the COVID-19
pandemic has a direct impact on our ability to pay our
monthly bills. Contributions may be mailed to the parish
office at 13500 Oak Park Blvd., Oak Park, MI 48237.
You may also securely and safely donate online via our
website or from the parish mobile app. Call Chuck
White, Finance Council Chair, at 734.635.2598, if you
have any questions about online giving.

O''&!$#!2 '#! FY 2019-2020:

May TD
YTD
Offertory Amount
$6,663
$215,566
Over/(Under) Prior Year ($4,781)
($47,426)
Over/(Under) Budget
($4,568)
($42,742)
Week of 05-10-2020
Offertory: $4,628
On-line giving totaled $2,235.00 and drop off and mailed in envelopes totaled $4,428.00 for a grand total for 2 weeks of May is
$6,663.00.

O ! M#$%&!
#' P&!(&$ )* H&*(
P!)2 '#! U,

HANSEN’S AUTO CENTER
(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work

8210 W. 9 Mile Rd.
Oak Park, MI

Quality Auto Repair

Jim Hansen
398-1334 • 398-0408
David L. Manzo, M.D.
Ophthalmologist
Gincy George, O.D.
Optometrist

Lawrence J. Lacey PC
Attorney and Counselor
Parish Member

Wills • Trusts • Probate

• General Ophthalmology • Laser Vision Correction • Expert Contact Lens Fitting
• Cataract/Implant Surgery • Glaucoma • Pediatric Eye Exams • Optical Shop

26080 Woodward Avenue
Royal Oak, MI 48067
248-584-2170 • ljlacey@juno.com

L.J. RODGERS
Home Improvements, LLC

248-342-0575

Sahara Restaurant & Grill
Dine - In * Banquets * Catering
Carry Out * Delivery

ROOFING & SIDING

Kelly O'Meara Realtor
Parish Member/Mens Club

621 West 11 Mile Road • Royal Oak, MI 48067 • 248-541-4200 • www.manzoeyecare.com

Licensed
& Insured

KellyREMAX12@gmail.com

• Trim & Seamless Gutters
• Storm & Replacement Windows

24770 Coolidge Hwy. Oak Park, MI 48237

www.ljrodgers.com

saharaoakpark@gmail.com

(248) 399-1233

Huntington Woods & Farmington Hills

For all your Real Estate needs

0% Financing available to qualified buyers

(248) 399-7744

The Original Sahara Since 1981

NOW OPEN & LEASING
Luxury Residences for the Modern Senior
Amenity-Rich Independent 55+ Senior Living
Studio, One & Two bedroom apartments
Among our many amenities:
• Community Dining Room with Restaurant-Style Service
• Gourmet Meals Prepared Fresh Every Day by the In-House Culinary Team
• All-Inclusive Utilities (Excluding Phone & Cable)
• Regular Housekeeping & Trash Removal
• Fitness Room & Classes
• Library & Computer Bar w/ Tech Lessons Available
• Salon & Barber Shop • Films & Entertainment at Our In-House Theater

• And Much More!

Come Visit Us
www.thejamesferndale.com
22111 Woodward Ave • Ferndale, MI 48220

(248) 554-3600

Over 50 Years Family Owned & Operated

23960 Woodward Ave
248.543.0100
wesselsandwilk.com

GallowayCollens.com
248-545-2500
26075 Woodward Avenue, Suite 200

Huntington Woods, MI 48070

QUALITY, PRICE & LOCATION
John & Steven Wilk, Directors Dedicated To Those We Serve

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

(248) 213-9248
WaterWorkPlumbing.com

HEMPWORX
Lynn Lipman - 248-765-8941
SENIOR
DISCOUNTS
HEMPWORX IS:

• Full spectrum and THC-free
• CO2 extraction method
• 100% Organic / Non-GMO
• Hemp grown in Kentucky
• Non-habit forming
• No fillers, harsh solvents or pesticides
• Proven track record of testimonials and reviews
• 60-day empty-bottle, money-back guarantee
www.gettinghealthycbd.com

Funeral Directors L.L.C. • www.spauldingcurtin.com
544-0500 • On Nine Mile between Woodward and Livernois in Ferndale

PATRICK J. CURTIN

KEVIN B. CURTIN (1960-2007)

CONNIE PADUCHOWSKI, MANAGER

“A Family Commitment of Funeral Service to the Community Since 1927.”
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For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com
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