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Dear Parish Family, 
 
The reality of the COVID-19 pandemic has in many 
ways put our parish into a new and sad reality.  The    
restrictions and guidance from the Archdiocese,        
government, and health experts have greatly limited our 
ability to gather and do things as we did in the past. 
Thanksgiving was very different and difficult for many.  
For the first time in 41 years my family was not able to 
gather together. 
 
Given that our parishioners, by in large, are very       
vulnerable to the virus we need to be as cautious and 
careful as possible.  This is a difficult thing for all of us. 
 
The parish is working with a skeleton staff.  There is no 
secretarial staff and the office is closed. 
 
One of the saddest parts of all of this is that we have no 
weekday Masses and our two Masses on Sunday have 
restricted attendance with no music and very little    
community interaction.  I am reminded of time long ago, 
which perhaps some of you may identify with, when we 
had many “Low Masses”. 
 
There are many opinions and ideas about what we 
should do and how we as a parish should proceed.  It is 
my conviction and decision that until the numbers of 
virus cases are greatly reduced and health experts issue 
new guidance, we need to minimize our human          
interaction as much as possible.  The most recent       
explosion of numbers of cases of the virus have only 
reinforced my decisions.  We will continue to not have 

Continued on page 3 
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Saturday, December 12, 2020 
Vigil of the Third Sunday of Advent   
Joseph and Helen Meo by Family 
Carlos Sommer by Family 
Kevin Feddersen on his 59th Birthday by his father Eric 
Al Fliger by Carol Fliger 
 

Sunday, December 13, 2020 
Third Sunday of Advent 
9 am – Oak Park 
Rhoda Hurley by Cornelius Henderson 
Jim Podzikowski by Family 
Rev. Walter Ford (1983) 
11 am – Ferndale 
Michael and Sara Rayis Family by Muneer Rayis 
Ben Evola by his children and their families 
 

Monday, December 14, 2020 
Rev. John Haney (1983) 
 

Tuesday, December 15, 2020  
Rev. Robert J. Werenski (1995) 
 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
David M. Feddersen on his 60th Birthday  
 and Beethoven’s 250th Birthday by his father Eric 
 

Thursday, December 17, 2020 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Seiler  
 by daughter Maureen and husband Robert 
 

Friday, December 18, 2020 
Rev. Karl D. Hubble (2005) 
 

Saturday, December 19, 2020 
Vigil of the Fourth Sunday of Advent   
Rev. Charles E. Cushing (1989) 
 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9 am – Oak Park 
Rhoda Hurley by Cornelius Henderson 
Jim Podzikowski by Family 
Rev. Lawrence Ducharme (1996) 
11 am – Ferndale 
Michael and Sara Rayis Family by Muneer Rayis 
Allison Schapley by Ed and Judy Dupke 
Living and Deceased member of the Kemling  
 and Baracka Families by Dolly Kemling 

Pray for Our Sick, Their Families and Caregivers,  
and the Special Inten!ons of Our Parishioners 

Jim Podzikowski, David Doig, Andy Doig, Euna Feschuk, Chuck 
Yodhes, Marilyn Serapiglia, Bernard Leke 
Pray for Our Men and Women Serving in the Military 
1st Lt Jacob Ashmore-USAF, Cpt Jonathon Ashmore-USMC, Sgt 
Cory Berry-US Army, LtCOL Thomas Goedert-USMC, Matthew 
Pelletier-USAF, Sgt Douglas Raven-US Army, COL David     
Rogers-US Army, COL Thomas Rogers-US Army, PFC Edy   
Silveira de Souza-USMC, Staff Sgt. John W. Tomassi-USAF, AB 
Ashley N. Vozel-USAF, SSG Noah Reiter-US Army, HM2 
Maura Curtin—Navy, CPT Matthew Carey-USAF, HN Autumn-
Kyoko Cushman--US Navy  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
ABOUT OUR PRAYER LISTS 

 

The Church calls us to lift our brothers and sisters up in prayer 
when they are sick or struggling. The Parish continues to receive 
word about our parishioners who are ill, and we also receive  
requests about their well-being by others and ask why their 
names are not published. Since some of the members of our   
parish request that their names not be published when they are ill 
it becomes difficult. We strive to respect everyone’s privacy 
along with trying to provide prayer support to all.  We hope to 
list the members of our parish who are currently in need of our 
prayers, a visit, a note, or a phone call. To add a name to the  
listing, please contact the person first to make certain they want 
such information published and then contact the parish office at 
248.545.2310. If you wish prayer during a time of illness or   
difficulty for yourself or for a family member, please contact the 
office by e-mail at omophparish@gamil.com or by phone at 
248.545.2310.  Names will be kept on the list for 4 weeks.     
Contact the parish office, at 248.545.2310, if you wish a name to 
remain on the prayer list for an additional four weeks. 
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O%  M/--/!0—Our Mother of Perpetual Help Parish is a 
welcoming and nurturing Catholic community building up 
the Body of Christ through prayer and service. 
O%  V/-/!0—Our vision is to be an extraordinary       
spiritual gathering place where people of all backgrounds 
and ages are welcome to question and learn, pray,     
worship, and serve.  In community through prayer and 
worship, we hope to continue to grow together in our  
understanding and appreciation of God’s love.  We strive 
to change and improve our lives and the lives of others. 

How do you live out our mission and vision? 
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Did you ever stop and realize that there is no earthly gain that 
can ever really satisfy us? Think of winning the Lotto. On this 
side of the winning ticket, it’s all about the money, the new 
car, house, vacations, bank accounts, and infinite pleasures. 
The possibility of acquiring all of these earthly securities 
brings us back again and again to the purchase of a ticket. 
Then, one day we win! Our dreams are fulfilled, and happi-
ness is on the horizon. Then one day, we wake up and realize 
that nothing has really changed, and I am not as satisfied as I 
thought I was or would be. I find myself living in my incom-
pleteness and with my profound sorrow and grief. I did not 
find joy. 
 

Glimpses of joy are possible but not by material means. They 
are brought to us through incredible experiences of connec-
tion that bring us face to face with real and authentic faith, 
hope, and love. And, they are glimpses and do not last. The 
moment we find ourselves looking back at them, they are 
gone, and we find ourselves remembering the moment in 
memory. To carry joy within us is to realize that it is not 
something I create, manufacture or even acquire. It is not able 
to be purchased. It is a gift. My need for joy mirrors my need 
for eternity, for a Creator who has a claim on the very essence 
of who I am and desires a home within me. As C. S. Lewis 
discovered, joy is a surprise that speaks to my very soul and is 
given as gift by the God who loves me. 
 

The beauty of Advent is found in discovering the beauty of 
the gift of joy. God has visited his people for no other reason 
than to show them where and how to find joy! All of our hu-
man and earthly joy experiences are always only glimpses. 
They never satisfy us, sustain us or fulfill us. It is only God 
who is the joy of my soul. Real, Divine experiences of joy 
catch us off guard, make us stop and become aware, bring a 
feeling of awe and rightness and have an eternal Otherness 
about them. Nothing created by humans can ever come close 
to this. We probably will not fully realize the truth of all of 
this until we actually meet God face to face in heaven one 
day. Then, in that sacred moment when our hearts leap for joy 
we will understand what we have been tirelessly searching for 
all along. Intense gratitude will most surely follow. 
 

©LPi 

From Fr. Paul continued from Page 1 
 
any meetings, events, or special projects.  The mass 
schedule will continue as it is. 
 
Christmas will bring special challenges.  The     
experts are recommending people stay at home, not 
travel and minimize exposure to others outside of 
their household. 
 
As a result of the current COVID numbers and the 
projections being made I have decided that, in the 
best interest of our parish, parishioners and      
community we will have a very simple Advent and 
Christmas Season.  There will be no special       
decorations outside of our worship locations.    
Decorations inside the church will be very simple 
and kept to a small modest display. 
 
While it was a difficult decision, in an effort to 
keep everyone as safe as possible, the Christmas 
Mass schedule is a 9am Mass in Oak Park and an 
11am Mass in Ferndale on Christmas Day.  Please 
note that parishioners continue to be dispensed 
from the obligation to attend Mass.  The          
Archdiocesan Liturgical Committee has             
recommended that if parishioners are not at risk, 
healthy and feel safe enough to attend Mass that 
they only attend one Mass from December 25 
through  December 27. 
 
As our theme this Advent is Waiting for the Light 
may our prayer together help us to find light and 
hope in Jesus. 
 
While we are living in difficult times please       
remember, with Christ in our lives it’s all good. 
 
Fr. Paul 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday 9:00 am in Oak Park  

and 11:00 am in Ferndale 
MASKS MUST BE WORN 

CAPACITY LIMITED TO 75 PEOPLE 
Please visit our website www.omoph.org  

for COVID 19 Guidelines 
Sacraments:   

Baptism, Anointing of the Sick, and Reconciliation 
Please call the parish office at 248.545.2310 

 

Marriage—Must be active and registered members 
of the parish (for at least 6 months prior to scheduling)  

call the parish office at 248.545.2310. 
 

First Communion and Confirmation 
Please contact Natalie LaCroix, DRE at 248.374.9045 
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The gospel (Jn 1:6-8, 19-28) 
for the Third Sunday of    
Advent, Rejoice Sunday, 
John is sent by God to      
witness to the light, so that 
all might believe. John only 
testifies to the light for he is 
not the light. John is       
questioned who he is. John 
states he is not the messiah 
or the prophet Elijah or a 
prophet. John responds to the 
question with a quote from 
the prophet Isaiah that he is 
"A voice in the desert crying 
out: Make straight the way of 
the Lord!" John is again 
questioned of who he is. He 
replies that he baptizes with 
water but the one to come he, 
John is not worthy to        
unfasten the strap of his   
sandal. 
 

"It is fascinating in this    
context to consider the baptizing ministry of Jesus's forerunner, John the Baptist. When a worshiper entered the Jerusalem 
Temple to offer sacrifice or to pray, he would cleanse himself in a ritual bath called a "mikvah." John, who was the son of a 
Temple priest and hence knew this ritual well, was offering a new mikvah, a cleansing in the Jordan, in preparation for a 
new priest, a new temple and a new sacrifice." (Catholicism by Robert Barron p.24) 
 

From a sermon 'The voice is John, the Word is Christ' by St. Augustine (254-430) he writes, "I am the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness: Prepare the way for the Lord'." "The voice of one crying in the wilderness is the voice of one breaking the 
silence. Prepare the way for the Lord, he says, as though he were saying, 'I speak out in order to lead him into your hearts, 
but he does not choose to come where I lead him unless you prepare the way for him.' To prepare the way means to pray 
well; it means thinking humbly of oneself. We should take our lesson from John the Baptist." 
 

This joyful Third Sunday of Sunday, Rejoice! The light is approaching. The light is arriving. In a spirit of hope, faith and 
joy pray well this week as you continue waiting for the light. 

By Leonard Piasta, Faith Formation Chairperson 
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Readings:  Sunday:  Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54 [Is 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28  
Monday:  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [4]/Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday:  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 [7a]/Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday:  Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday:  Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:1-17 
Friday:  Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25 
Next Sunday:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [2a]/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 
 

Observances:  
Sunday:  3rd Sunday of Advent 
Monday:  St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
Next Sunday:  4th Sunday of Advent  ©LPi 
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A BIG THANK YOU to all of 
those who have continued to     

support our parish.  Offertory is down and the COVID-19 
pandemic con@nues to have a direct impact on our     
ability to pay our monthly bills. Contributions may be 
mailed to the parish office at 13500 Oak Park Blvd., Oak 
Park, MI  48237. You may also securely and safely donate 
online via our website or from the parish mobile app.  Call 
Chuck White, Finance Council Chair, at 734.635.2598, if 
you have any  questions about online giving. 

O**) '! 9 *!  FY 2020-2021: 
 

   Nov. TD YTD 
Offertory Amount $20,903  $95,484 
Over/(Under) Prior Year $766  ($16,673) 
Over/(Under) Budget ($4,097)  ($14,516) 
Week of 11-29-2020  Offertory:  $3,218 
On-line giving totaled $4,105.75 and drop off, mailed in, and 
dropped in offertory basket envelopes totaled $16,797.25 for a 
grand total for 5 weeks of November deposits is $20,903.00. 
 

THE 2020 CSA GOAL FOR THE PARISH IS:  $33,695.00 
AS OF 11-30-2020: 98 PLEDGES RECEIVED;  
   89 FULLY PAID 
TOTAL PLEDGED: $36,015.00 
TOTAL PAID:  $32,933.34 
SHORTFALL:  $761.66 
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Many families set up their Christmas 
tree during the season of Advent or at 
Christmas Eve. The following is a 
blessing of a Christmas tree that a 
family can pray at home. 
 

Begin with the sign of the Cross 
Leader: Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

Resp: Now and forever. 
Read one other the following scripture passages 

Isaiah 9:1-6 (A son is given to us) 
or  

Titus 3:4-7 (His own compassion saved us) 
Leader with hands joined: 

Lord our God, 
we praise you for the light of creation: 

the sun, the moon and the stars of the night. 
We praise you for the light of Israel: 

the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the Scriptures. 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: 

he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, 
who fills us with the wonder of your love.  

Lord God, 
let your blessing come upon us 

as we illumine this tree. 
May the light and cheer it gives 

be a sign of joy that fills our hearts. 
May all who delight in this tree 

come to the knowledge and joy of salvation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Resp: Amen 
(from the Book of Blessings) 

By Leonard Piasta 
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The Good News is that we made our 2020 CSA Goal.   
 

The bad news is that as a parish we are struggling to    
recover from the dire financial effects of the pandemic.  
To give you a snapshot please consider the following    
information: 
For this fiscal year, parish weekly donations are 

· $16,673 (15%) lower than last year 
· $14,516 (13%) lower than our budget 

 

The Good News is that now that the CSA goal has been 
met, 100% of your future CSA donations will fully aid the 
parish.  If you want to help the parish and get the biggest 
bang for your buck we ask that you consider making all 
future donations to CSA, instead of weekly or Christmas 
offertory.  Checks must be made payable to the          
Archdiocese of Detroit – CSA or AOD – CSA.   
 

BE ASSURED THAT THESE DONATIONS WILL 
BE DEPOSITED IN OUR PARISH SAVINGS        
ACCOUNT. 
 

If you have questions or would like additional information 
please contact Chuck White, Finance Council Chair, at 
734.635.2598 or Vicki Mazurek, Director of Finance, at 
248.545.2310. 
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$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work
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Sahara Restaurant & Grill
Dine - In * Banquets * Catering

 Carry Out * Delivery
24770 Coolidge Hwy. Oak Park, MI 48237

(248) 399-7744
saharaoakpark@gmail.com

The Original Sahara Since 1981

 David L. Manzo, M.D.
 Ophthalmologist
 Gincy GeorGe, o.D.
 Optometrist

• General Ophthalmology • Laser Vision Correction • Expert Contact Lens Fitting
• Cataract/Implant Surgery • Glaucoma • Pediatric Eye Exams • Optical Shop

621 West 11 Mile Road • Royal Oak, MI 48067 • 248-541-4200 • www.manzoeyecare.com

 Funeral Directors L.L.C. • www.spauldingcurtin.com
 544-0500 • On Nine Mile between Woodward and Livernois in Ferndale
                                                    PATRICK J. CURTIN KEVIN B. CURTIN (1960-2007) STEVEN J. KISH, MANAGER

                                      “A Family Commitment of Funeral Service to the Community Since 1927.”

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

(248) 213-9248 
 WaterWorkPlumbing.com24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

Kelly O'Meara Realtor   
Parish Member/Mens Club  

248-342-0575 
KellyREMAX12@gmail.com 

For all your Real Estate needs 

 23960 Woodward Ave
 248.543.0100
 wesselsandwilk.com

QUALITY, PRICE & LOCATION
 John & Steven Wilk, Directors Dedicated To Those We Serve

Over 50 Years Family Owned & Operated

Lawrence J. Lacey PC 
Attorney and Counselor

Parish Member 
Wills • Trusts • Probate 

26080 Woodward Avenue 
Royal Oak, MI 48067 

248-584-2170 • ljlacey@juno.com

Licensed 
& Insured

 L.J. RODGERS
 Home Improvements, LLC
 ROOFING & SIDING
 • Trim & Seamless Gutters
 • Storm & Replacement Windows

 (248) 399-1233 
 www.ljrodgers.com

Huntington Woods & Farmington Hills
0% Financing available to qualified buyers

Contact Tim Griffith to place an ad today! 
tgriffith@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6441

GallowayCollens.Com

248-545-2500
26075 woodward avenue, suite 200

HuntinGton woods, mi 48070


