
Roman Catholic Parish 

25 APRIL 2021 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
Rev. Paul F. Chateau, Pastor 

United in Faith, Love  
and Service to Others 

 

Oak Park Worship Location,  
Rectory, and Parish Office 

13500 Oak Park Blvd. • Oak Park, MI 
48237 

Ferndale Worship Location 
241 Pearson St. • Ferndale, MI 48220  

 

 

Parish Office Phone Number
 248.545.2310 
Parish Fax 248.545.2312 
Parish Email
 omophparish@gmail.com 
Parish Website 
 www.omoph.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday 9:00 am in Oak Park  

and 11:00 am in Ferndale 
 

MASKS MUST BE WORN 
CAPACITY LIMITED 

TO 125 PEOPLE 
Please visit our website 

www.omoph.org  
for COVID 19 Guidelines 

 
Sacraments:   

Baptism, Anointing of the Sick, and 
Reconciliation 

Please call the parish office at 248.545.2310 
 

Marriage—Must be active and registered 
members of the parish (for at least 6 months 

prior to scheduling)  
call the parish office at 248.545.2310. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation 
Please contact Natalie LaCroix, DRE at 

248.374.9045 
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Saturday, April 24, 2021 
Vigil of the Fourth Sunday of Easter  
Rev. Leonard A. Makulski (1995) 
 
Sunday, April 25, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Easter  
9 am – Oak Park 
Rhoda Hurley by Cornelius Henderson 
11 am – Ferndale 
Michael and Sara Rayis Family by Muneer Rayis 
Daniel, Dennis, and Timothy Sweeney  
 by Maureen and Stephen Hudak 
 
Monday, April 26, 2021 
Rev. Paul Xuereb (2011) 
 
Tuesday, April 27, 2021  
Most Rev. Walter J. Schoenherr (2007) 
 
Wednesday, April 28, 2021 
Rev. James F. Trent (2011) 
 
Thursday, April 29, 2021 
Rev. Anthony Kerry (1995) 
 
Friday, April 30, 2021 
Rev. John A. Kenna (2002) 
 
Saturday, May 1, 2021 
Vigil of the Fifth Sunday of Easter  
Rev. Francis X. Dietz (2005) 
 
Sunday, May 2, 2021 
Fifth Sunday of Easter   
9 am – Oak Park 
Rhoda Hurley by Cornelius Henderson 
Joseph and Helen Meo by Family 
Frances Pollino by Family 
Garnet Yacenick by Family 
Dolores and Mike Jachcinski by Carol Fliger 
Elvy Flum by Barbara Schoenbach 
11 am – Ferndale 
Michael and Sara Rayis Family by Muneer Rayis 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Seiler  
 by daughter Maureen and husband Robert 
In Thanksgiving for healing of Grandson Rhett  
 by Ed and Judy Dupke 

Pray for Our Sick, Their Families and Caregivers,  
and the Special Inten!ons of Our Parishioners 

David Doig, Andy Doig, Euna Feschuk, Chuck Yodhes 
Pray for Our Men and Women Serving in the Military 
1st Lt Jacob Ashmore-USAF, Cpt Jonathon Ashmore-USMC, Sgt 
Cory Berry-US Army, LtCOL Thomas Goedert-USMC, Matthew 
Pelletier-USAF, Sgt Douglas Raven-US Army, COL David     
Rogers-US Army, COL Thomas Rogers-US Army, PFC Edy   
Silveira de Souza-USMC, Staff Sgt. John W. Tomassi-USAF, AB 
Ashley N. Vozel-USAF, SSG Noah Reiter-US Army, HM2 
Maura Curtin—Navy, CPT Matthew Carey-USAF, HN Autumn-
Kyoko Cushman--US Navy  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
ABOUT OUR PRAYER LISTS 

 

The Church calls us to lift our brothers and sisters up in prayer 
when they are sick or struggling. The Parish continues to receive 
word about our parishioners who are ill, and we also receive  
requests about their well-being by others and ask why their 
names are not published. Since some of the members of our   
parish request that their names not be published when they are ill 
it becomes difficult. We strive to respect everyone’s privacy 
along with trying to provide prayer support to all.  We hope to 
list the members of our parish who are currently in need of our 
prayers, a visit, a note, or a phone call. To add a name to the  
listing, please contact the person first to make certain they want 
such information published and then contact the parish office at 
248.545.2310. If you wish prayer during a time of illness or   
difficulty for yourself or for a family member, please contact the 
office by e-mail at omophparish@gamil.com or by phone at 
248.545.2310.  Names will be kept on the list for 4 weeks.     
Contact the parish office, at 248.545.2310, if you wish a name to 
remain on the prayer list for an additional four weeks. 

O''&!$#!- '#! FY 2020-2021: 
    Apr. TD YTD 
 
Offertory Amount  $10,960  $164,728 
Over/(Under) Prior Year $5,347  ($34,862) 
Over/(Under) Budget  $960  ($40,272) 
Week of 04-11-2021 Offertory total:  $4,324.00 
 
On-line giving totaled $2,580.00 and drop off, mailed in, 
and dropped in offertory basket, envelopes totaled 
$8,380.00 for a grand total for 2 weeks of April deposits 
totaled $10,960.00. 
 
THE 2020 CSA GOAL FOR THE PARISH IS:  33,695.00 
AS OF 04-13-2021: 175 PLEDGES RECEIVED;  
   170 FULLY PAID 
TOTAL PLEDGED: $99,420.00 
TOTAL PAID:  $100,791.69 
Refund due parish: $1,176.67;  
Refunds issued:   $65,920.02 
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T%& G##7 S%&(%&!7 
J3 10:11-18  

 
Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd and that he lays down his life 
for his sheep. He gives the example of the hired hand to the shepherd 
who only works for pay. The hired hand has no concern to care or to 
protect the sheep. 
 
Jesus again refers to himself as the Good Shepherd and that he knows 
his sheep and they know him. Jesus continues with the Father knows 
him and he knows the Father. Jesus says he has other sheep but not 
of his fold. Jesus finishes with his presentation with the Father loves 
him because he will lay down his life to take it up again and does so 
freely. Jesus tells those gathered he has the power to lay down his life 
and the power to take it up again. He takes this command from his 
Father. 
 
We read accounts about shepherds in Sacred Scripture in such       
accounts of the Lost Sheep (Mt 18:12-14 and Lk 15:3-7) the Parable 
of the Shepherd (Ezk 4:11-16) and "The Lord is my shepherd" (Ps 
23). 
 
For the past three Sundays the gospel readings have been resurrection 
accounts. This Sunday's gospel reading is a pre-resurrection passage. 
To get the impact of Jesus as the Good Shepherd, we need to know 
the setting and the audience in the previous passages. Jesus was 
walking and meets a man born blind and Jesus heals him. The healed 
man goes to the Pharisees to show them he now has sight. Jesus and 
the Pharisees get into a lively discussion of who was blind and who 
is blind (Jn 9:1-41). With those present and the Pharisees he calls 
himself the sheepgate. He tells them that the sheep knows the     
shepherd's voice and the shepherd knows each sheep by name (Jn 
10:1-10). 
 
Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd twice in today's gospel (Jn 
10:11 and 14). Like a Good Shepherd Jesus knows his sheep and 
they know him. He tells of his Father's love because he is freely   
willing to lay down his life for his sheep and take it up again. Jesus is 
giving an inkling of his passion, death, and resurrection. Jesus also 
tells of other sheep not of his fold, yet they will become part of the 
fold, that is the Gentiles. Jesus is saying to the Pharisees that he is the 
Good Shepherd because of his love and care of God's people and  
doing so with the love of the Father. And Jesus is equating the     
Pharisees to the hired hands who have no real concern for the people 
except for their own personal gain and interests. 
 
Blessed John Paul II (1920-2005) sees our relationship with Jesus as 
our Good Shepherd because, "God has, in fact, thought of us from 
eternity and has loved us as unique individuals. He has called every 
one of us by name, as the Good Shepherd calls his sheep by name." 

B*&,,.3; #' ,&&7, )37 (*)3$, 
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In April and May many gardeners start 
their flower and vegetable gardens. 
The following is a blessings for seeds 
and plants. 
 

Make the sign of the cross 
 

Leader: Our help is in the name of the 
Lord. 

 
Resp: Who made heaven and earth. 

 
A reading from one of the following 
passages from Sacred Scripture. 
Genesis 1:27-31 - Creation 
Matthew 13:31-32 - Parable of the 
mustard seed 
Mark 4:26-29 - The seed and the 
kingdom of God 
John 12:23-25 - Unless the grain of 
wheat falls to the earth and dies 
1 Corinthians 15:35-39 - The seed 
you sow does not germinate unless it 
dies  
 

Leader: Lord of harvest, 
you place the gifts of creation in our 

hands  
and called us to till the earth and make 

it fruitful. 
We ask your blessing 

as we prepare to place these seeds and 
plants  

in the earth. 
May the care we show these seeds and 

plants  
remind us of your tender love for your 

people. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Resp: Amen 
Adapted from The Blessing of Seeds at Planting Time 
(Book of Blessings #1003-1005) 
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The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I lack. In green pastures he makes me lie down; to still waters he leads me; he 
restores my soul. He guides me along right paths for the sake of his name. Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff comfort me. Amen. 
 

A(!.* 25, 2021 - T%& G##7 S%&(%&!7 
Today’s readings: Acts 4:8–12; Psalm 118:1, 8–9, 21–23, 26, 28, 29; 1 John 3:1–2; John 10:11–18. Jesus says, “I am the 
good shepherd.” The image of the Good Shepherd is one that shows a love that is protective and a love that shows complete 
concern for the other. This love is most fully expressed when the shepherd lays down his life on the cross for the sheep.  
 

For Jesus’ listeners, the image of a shepherd would have been familiar. The community lived closer to the land than many 
do today and knew what the work of shepherding entails. In addition, alive in their memory was David, the shepherd king, 
the ruler of their ancestors from whom the messiah was to come. Jesus’ listeners also would have known of the bad       
shepherds, shepherds that the prophet Ezekiel had referenced. Jesus himself contrasts the Good Shepherd with the hired man 
who works for pay. The Good Shepherd watches over the sheep with love. As Psalm 23 states, the shepherd cares for his 
sheep, leading them to “still waters” and guiding them “along right paths.” Both Jews and Christians draw consolation from 
this prayer’s depiction of God as a shepherd, with a rod and staff that provide comfort.  
 

Copy the words of Psalm 23. Which word or phrase stands out most for you? What strikes you most fully? Use pencils,  
pastels, or markers to illuminate your copied psalm. Choose to draw or shade impressions or work on a less abstract        
illustration. While you are working, ponder the great gift of the Shepherd’s protective love. Reflect on what it means to be 
the Lord’s sheep. 
 

M#37)-, A(!.* 26 - L.,$&3.3; '#! H., V#.4& 
The sheep hear the Good Shepherd’s voice and recognize it. When do you hear the shepherd’s voice most clearly? It is    
difficult to hear amid the noise of the world. Take five to ten minutes for silent listening. If calming your thoughts is        
difficult, walking may help to quiet your mind. Another tool for contemplation is to journal by drawing or writing. The 
movement we engage in can help to quiet our thoughts so that we can hear God calling to us. Today’s readings: Acts 11:1–
18; Psalm 42:2–3, 43:3–4; John 10:1–10. 
 

T &,7)-, A(!.* 27 - M)?.3; S%&&(, B&.3; S%&&( 
Mold sheep out of clay or make them from cardstock, toothpicks, and cotton balls. Each family member can make his or her 
own sheep. Then add them to your prayer area to help you reflect on your identity as a sheep of the Good Shepherd. How 
does the shepherd restore your strength? How is it that you lack nothing? Reflecting on these questions together as a family 
is a great way to form young children in the faith. Today’s Readings: Acts 11:19–26; Psalm 87:1b–3, 4–5, 6–7; John 10:22
–30. 
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As spring comes and new life spreads throughout the world, it is as though the natural world is reminding us about          
resurrection. Make a small hanging planter of spring flowers, and bring it to a neighbor who is homebound or someone who 
is lonely. Sit and visit, seeking connection. This too is a way to bring new life. You might choose to do this for several 
neighbors. The planting and visiting is a great way for families to build relationships with people in their community.      
Today’s readings: Acts 12:24—13:5a; Psalm 67:2–3, 5, 6 and 8; John 12:44–50. 
 

T% !,7)-, A(!.* 29 - S$. C)$%&!.3& #' S.&3) 
St. Catherine of Siena was an Italian woman who was not afraid to speak the truth, even when it was not what people    
wanted to hear. Read more about the life of this woman who had mystical experiences in prayer. Is God calling you to speak 
the truth in difficult circumstances? In St. Catherine’s day, the Church was undergoing difficulties, much like today. How 
can we use her life and her writings to inspire us in both prayer and action? Today’s readings: Acts 13:13–25; Psalm 89:2–
3, 21–22, 25 and 27; John 13:16–20. 
 

F!.7)-, A(!.* 30 -P) *’, P!&)4%.3; 
St. Paul preaches, showing Jesus as the fulfillment of the promises of God to Israel. When Christians read Scripture, we too 
look at what happened earlier in salvation history in light of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Does your parish have 
a Scripture study you can attend? Reading the Word together in community is a way to guide our interpretations. Today’s 
readings: Acts 13:26–33; Psalm 2:6–7, 8–9, 10–11ab; John 14:1–6. 
 

S)$ !7)-, M)- 1 - S$. J#,&(% $%& W#!?&! 
When we think about St. Joseph, we often meditate on what is called the hidden life of Jesus. These are the many days when 
the Holy Family was at home in Nazareth. In terms of the time spent and the love that existed, these days were not too     
different from time with our families. Mary and Joseph were observant of the customs of Jews of their day, and hospitality 
would have been important to them. Perhaps you could invite someone to your home for dinner in imitation of their practice. 
It would be especially good if you invite a person who might be having a difficult time or someone who is not a regular 
guest in your home. Today’s readings: Acts 13:44–52; Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 3cd–4; John 14:7–14. Proper Gospel for       
Joseph: Matthew 13:54–58. 
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A BIG THANK YOU to 
all of those who have continued to support our parish.   
Offertory is down and the COVID-19 pandemic conZnues to 
have a direct impact on our ability to pay our monthly bills. 
Contributions may be mailed to the parish office at 13500 
Oak Park Blvd., Oak Park, MI  48237. You may also secure-
ly and safely donate online via our website or from the parish 
mobile app.  Call Chuck White, Finance Council Chair, at 
734.635.2598, if you have any questions about online giving. 

2020 C#3$!.6 $.#3 S$)$&/&3$, )37 2021 
E35&*#(&, )37 C)*&37)!, 

 

The 2021 contribution envelopes and 
calendars are available for pickup at the 
parish office in Oak Park.  You may pick 
them up between 10am and 1pm on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. 

P*&),& +&)! ) /),?  
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Have you ever confided your problems to a friend, only to 
get the answer, “have you prayed about it as much as you’ve 
talked about it?” 
 

Like all good advice, it can really irritate the recipient at 
first. Here I am, vulnerable and wounded, unloading my 
problems, and this joker tries to load them right back up and 
ship them off to Someone with a higher pay grade.  
 

But again, like all good and irritating advice, it rings true if 
you sit and think about it.  
 

Sure, venting is helpful. We all need that friend or family 
member who can listen to our problems. But if we ever   
start to think that person can solve them, it’s a good sign that 
we’re losing perspective. 
 

Are you looking to the world for an answer? Are you     
looking in the mirror, expecting to find a solution to your 
problems? Are you expecting happiness, peace, contentment 
or justice to come from any place other than God?  
 

“It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence 
in princes,” the Psalms tell us. Well, I’ve never put much 
confidence in princes. But when it comes to problems, I  
often find myself telling God to take a step back — “I’ve got 
this.” 
 

It’s tough to pray about any problem as much as you talk 
about it. We want so badly to tackle the issue ourselves. But 
I’ll let you in on a secret: it doesn’t matter what the question 
is, we don’t have the answer. Take it to the One who does. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 



(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0231

 Funeral Directors L.L.C. • www.spauldingcurtin.com
 544-0500 • On Nine Mile between Woodward and Livernois in Ferndale
                                                    PATRICK J. CURTIN KEVIN B. CURTIN (1960-2007) STEVEN J. KISH, MANAGER

                                      “A Family Commitment of Funeral Service to the Community Since 1927.”

 23960 Woodward Ave
 248.543.0100
 wesselsandwilk.com

QUALITY, PRICE & LOCATION
 John & Steven Wilk, Directors Dedicated To Those We Serve

Over 50 Years Family Owned & Operated

Licensed 
& Insured

 L.J. RODGERS
 Home Improvements, LLC
 ROOFING & SIDING
 • Trim & Seamless Gutters
 • Storm & Replacement Windows

 (248) 399-1233 
 www.ljrodgers.com

Huntington Woods & Farmington Hills
0% Financing available to qualified buyers

Kelly O'Meara Realtor   
Parish Member/Mens Club  

248-342-0575 
KellyREMAX12@gmail.com 

For all your Real Estate needs 

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

(248) 213-9248 
 WaterWorkPlumbing.com24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 


