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READINGS	FOR	THE	WEEK�

SUN 8/23� 		Is 22:19�23/Ps 138:1�2, 2�3, 6, 8 [8bc]/�

� � �   Rom 11:33�36/Mt 16:13�20 �

�

MON 8/24�  Rv 21:9b�14/Ps 145:10�11, 12�13, 17�18 [12]/�

� � �   Jn 1:45�51 �

�

TUES 8/25�  2 Thes 2:1�3a, 14�17/Ps 96:10, 11�12, 13 [13b]/�

� � �  Mt 23:23�26 �

�

WED 8/26�  2 Thes 3:6�10, 16�18/Ps 128:1�2, 4�5 [1]/�

� � �  Mt 23:27�32 �

�

THR 8/27      1 Cor 1:1�9/Ps 145:2�3, 4�5, 6�7 [1]/Mt 24:42�51 �

�

FRI 8/28� 	1 Cor 1:17�25/Ps 33:1�2, 4�5, 10�11 [5]/Mt 25:1�13 �

�

SAT 8/29� 	1 Cor 1:26�31/Ps 71:1�2, 3�4a, 5�6ab, 15ab and �

� � �  17 [cf. 15ab]/Mk 6:17�29 �

�

SUN 8/30� 		Jer 20:7�9/Ps 63:2, 3�4, 5�6, 8�9 [2b]/Rom 12:1��

� � �   2/Mt 16:21�27 �

Each year, the Holy Father asks 

for our prayers for a speci�ic 

intention each month. You are 

invited to answer the Holy 

Father's request and to join with 

many people worldwide in 

praying for this intention each 

month. �

�

August 

�

The	Maritime	World�

We pray for all those who work 

and live from the sea, among 

them sailors, �ishermen and 

their families.�

Wednesday,	August	26	�9:00am	Mass   �

      Birthday blessings for Nichole Jackson�

      Fr. Agnalo Fernandes�

�

Friday,	August	28	�	9:00am	Mass��

     � Rodolfo, Arnel, and Bernie Dorado by Kraus family�

		�

*No	sign�up	required	for	August	29/30�!irst	come 

Saturday,	August	29	�	4:30pm	Mass�

     Parishioners of St. Ephrem�

��

	Sunday,	August	30	�	9:00am	Mass�

     � George Zielinski by family �

	�

11:00am	Mass�	�

     Blessings for Florita Newton by Alfred & children�

�� Deceased members of K of C Council #12102�

     � Antonio Roberto Guglielmetti by family�

     � Carmela Costanzo by family�

     � Lois Epifanio by Walter & Karen Zawadzki�

*Weekday/weekend Masses are currently �irst 

come. As needed, sign�ups will be emailed and 

advanced noti�ication will be sent. The next 

scheduled sign�up weekend is currently for 

September 12/13 (Baptism scheduled for 11:00am 

Mass on Sunday).�

Liturgical	Ministry	schedule:	August	29/30�

(8/29)	4:30pm	Mass�

Lector:�	K. Przeklas� � EMHC:	M.E. Sanborn�

�

(8/30)	9:00am	Mass�

Lector:�	M. Roberts� � EMHC:	D. Hill�

�

(8/30)	11:00am	Mass�

Lector:�	R. Hull� � � EMHC:	V. Calderero�

�

*No	sign�up	required	for	August	22/23�!irst	come 

Saturday,	August	22	�	4:30pm	Mass�

     � Mary Sutter by Joe & JoAnn Leone �

     � Lois Epifanio by Joe & JoAnn Leone�

��

	Sunday,	August	23	�	9:00am	Mass�

�Parishioners of St. Ephrem�

	�

11:00am	Mass�	�

�� Antonio Giovinazzo by wife, Rosina and daughters�

�� John Naughton by family�

�� George Zielinski by family�

	�

Monday,	August	24	�	9:00am	Mass�

     � Norman Freeman�

     � Susan Dannhausen and families by Larry Dannhausen�

�

Tuesday,	August	25	�	9:00am	Mass�

�� Donald Rynski (11

th

 anniversary) by family�

�� Lourdes Gabriel by Kraus family�

MASS	INTENTIONS

*�
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�

CONFIRMATION	�

FIRST	READING�

“I will place the key of the House 

of David on Eliakim’s shoulder;�

when he opens, no one shall 

shut when he shuts, no one shall 

open.” (Is 22:22)�

�

PSALM�

Lord, your love is eternal; do not 

forsake the work of your hands. 

(Ps 138)�

�

SECOND	READING�

Oh, the depth of the riches and 

wisdom and knowledge of God!�

How inscrutable are his 

judgments and how 

unsearchable his ways! �

(Rom 11:33)�

�

GOSPEL�

“And so I say to you, you are 

Peter, and upon this rock I will 

build my church, and the gates 

of the netherworld shall not 

prevail against it.” (Mt 16:18)�

�

Excerpts	 from	 the	Lectionary	 for	Mass	©2001,	1998,	

1970	CCD.	The	English	translation	of	Psalm	Responses	

from	 Lectionary	 for	 Mass	 ©	 1969,	 1981,	 1997,	

International	 Commission	 on	 English	 in	 the	 Liturgy	

Corporation.	All	rights	reserved.	©LPI�

Congratulations	to	our	newly	con)irmed!�

�

With great joy, Aubrie Dennis, Kaylee Denys, and Grace Havern were 

con5irmed on Sunday, August 16 at the 11:00am Mass by the Most 

Reverend Robert Fisher! May God continue to bless them always!�

Men:	Are	You	Ready	to	Accept	the	Challenge?	�

�

Our communities need strong Catholic men to 

answer the call to lead with faith, protect our 

families, serve others and defend our values. �

�

For over one hundred years, Knights of 

Columbus have done exactly that, standing up 

for the Church, serving the least among us, and 

strengthening our parishes and families. 

Eligible Catholic men can now join the Knights 

of Columbus online in a simple, streamlined process. Now	through	

the	end	of	the	month,	the	�irst	year	of	membership	is	free*	using	

the	 code	 MCGIVNEY20.	 As a member, you join a worldwide 

community of nearly two million men, including those in our own 

council #12102 and throughout the state.�

�

Men have a duty to lead, protect, serve and defend. The world needs 

more committed, uni5ied Catholic men to answer the call. Will you 

answer? �

�

Visit kofc.org/joinus to sign�up or to learn more about the many 

bene5its of membership in the Knights of Columbus. �

�

*The limited time promotional offer for free online membership for the �irst year of 

membership has been extended until the end of August. Please enter the code 

MCGIVNEY20 for the promotion to be applied. (Regular dues are $30/year.) �
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�

On	the	Road	to	Damascus�

       � � � �               with Rob Leonardi�

�

� � In Elementary, my friends and I had a rock throwing contest over a fence on the school 

playground. As I took the rock and threw it, I noticed that it started to drift to the left of where I aimed. 

CRASH! I had broken a patio glass door! I did not mean to shatter the door; I was aiming for an empty 

driveway. Nevertheless, the result was an offense and wound that I had created in which I did not have the 

means for redemption. I apologized to the owners of the house, but that did not solve the problem: they 

still had a broken door. Being gracious as parents are, my parents redeemed me by paying for a new door 

for the family. However, my parents were now out that money for our own family. I apologized to my 

parents and they forgave me, but there was still a punishment I endured as a reparation to pay the money 

back to my parents.�

�

� � When we sin, we create an offense that wounds not only the person we have sinned against, but 

more importantly God. At Baptism, all sin and punishment are completely washed away; we permanently 

become a new creation and our soul becomes perfect. After Baptism, for us to have our sins forgiven, we 

must participate within the Sacraments of Healing: Reconciliation or Anointing of the Sick. These 

sacraments forgive our eternal punishment and our relationship with God is completely restored. 

However, there is still a temporal punishment that usually sticks around either because we are not 

perfectly contrite or in some way still have some attachment to sin. Essentially, while the sacraments help 

to make us holy, our soul is not yet perfect.�

�

� � Only perfection is in Heaven, so for us to enter Heaven, at some point between our death and our 

entrance, our souls need to become perfect. The temporal punishment we have acquired and any venial 

sins we have not yet confessed need to be purged from our souls. The place in which our souls resides to 

become puri5ied is known as Purgatory.�

�

� � During our time here on earth we can help diminish our own temporal punishment through the 

process of indulgences. We can even apply indulgences to souls in Purgatory to expedite them to Heaven. 

Unfortunately, there is a lot of confusion with indulgences which were catalysts for the Protestant 

Reformation. Some priests were wrongly trying to sell indulgences, which is the sin of simony (no blessing 

or blessed item can be sold). Properly, the Church has always taught that there are two types of 

indulgences to remit temporal punishment for sins already forgiven, either in sacramental confession (for 

mortal or venial sins) or by personal expressions of sorrow (only for venial sins): plenary or partial. To 

gain a plenary indulgence, there is a speci5ic task that must be done (such as praying the Rosary in a 

church) along with the ful5illing the following usual requirements: �

�

�� Participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation�

�� Receive Holy Communion in a State of Grace (after going to Confession)�

�� Pray for the intentions of the Holy Father�

�� Have the interior disposition of complete detachment from sin, even venial sin�

�

� � For a partial indulgence, the minimum necessity is a contrite heart. There is an abundance of 

tasks we can do to gain indulgences, including special indulgences granted to people quarantined during 

the COVID pandemic. The Enchiridion of Indulgences contains many of them. The key is to obtain the 

indulgence is to intentionally do the required tasks with the speci5ic purpose of gaining the indulgence for 

either ourselves or for a soul in Purgatory.�

�

See you on the way, �

God bless,�

Mr. Rob Leonardi, MAPS�

Conversion Point: When is the last time I prayed intentionally?�
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�� ALL	 NON�LITURGICAL	 ACTIVITIES	 HAVE	

BEEN	 CANCELLED	 THROUGH	 LABOR	 DAY	

(SEPTEMBER	7).�

�

�� All	devotions,	(with	the	exception	of	the	Rosary	

before	 Masses),	 and	 Eucharistic	 Adoration	

remain	suspended.�

�

August	14	update	from	Archbishop	Vigneron	��

�

Archbishop Vigneron has extended the dispensation 

from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and 

Holy Days of Obligation for all the faithful in the 

Archdiocese of Detroit, as well as for all travelers 

during their time within the territory of the 

Archdiocese of Detroit, until Monday, November 23, 

2020. While the dispensation from the grave 

obligation to attend Sunday Mass is in effect, all 

baptized Catholics are reminded of� the grave 

necessity they have to keep holy the Lord’s Day.�

We	 cannot	 accept	 clothing	 or	 household	

items!	 The	 pantry is asking for gift card 

donations to help them stock the pantry. Please 

drop off gift cards to the mail slot. Non�

perishable	 food	 donations	may	 be	 left	 in	 the	

donation	bin	in	the	vestibule	of	the	church	or	

may	 be	 dropped	 off	 to	 the	 activity	 center	 on	

Thursdays	between	10:00am�Noon. Thank you 

for your support! �

�

Dollar	Tree	or	Kroger	gift	cards*�

Rice,	Chicken	Ramen	Noodles,	�

and	Tuna	(Albacore,	if	possible)�

�

*Gift	 cards	 are	 used	 by	 our	 food	 pantry	 to	 help	

supplement	 items	 that	 are	 needed	 to	 serve	our	pantry	

clients.	Please	note	that	gift	cards	are	never	given	out	to	

pantry	clients.�

Draw date: 8/12/2020�      �

Winning #535�

�

Kathleen Wojerski� � � $100.00�

Helen Kost� � � � �   $25.00�

Chris Warman� � � �   $25.00�

Financials	for	the	week	ending	8/16/2020�

�

Collection	numbers	August	15	&	16,	2020�

Envelope Collection: $1,470.00�

Loose Collection: �$183.00�

Holy Day: $808.00�

Total: $2,461.00�

�

Of�ice Returns 8/9�16:� $6606.46�

��������������� (For	the	poor:	$225)�

Electronic Donations 8/10�8/14/2020: $706.98�

�

Total	Offerings	Received	for	the	Week:	$9,774.44�

The St. Ephrem Religious Education program is 

currently looking for volunteer*	 catechists, 

catechist assistants, substitute catechists, and hall 

monitors for the 2020�2021 school year on 

Monday evenings. Please	 contact	 Rob	 Leonardi	

at	 586�264�1230	 or	 RobL@stephrems.org	 for	

more	information	or	to	set�up	an	interview. (*All	

volunteers	must	complete	Protecting	God’s	Children	and	a	

background	check.)�

The faith community of St. Ephrem extends our 

deepest sympathy to the family and friends of:�

 

Marilyn Carpenter 

March 26, 1943 —  

April 11, 2020 

 

Loving mother of Matthew 

(Charisse) and Michael (Amy) 

Dearest sister of Kathy and Jerry (Mary) 

Grandmother of 2  

Prayer	for	The	Eternal	Rest�

�

Eternal rest grant unto them,�

O Lord, and let perpetual light�

shine upon them. May the souls�

of all the faithful departed, through�

the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.�
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�

A	prayer	for	Spiritual	Communion	�

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.�

I love you above all things and I desire to receive 

you in my soul.�

Since I cannot at this moment receive you 

sacramentally,�

Come at least spiritually into my heart.�

I embrace you as if you were already there�

And unite myself wholly to you.�

Never permit me to be separated from you.�

Amen.�

����������������

Memorare�

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never 

was it known that anyone who �led to thy protection, 

implored thy help, or sought thine intercession was 

left unaided.�

�

Inspired by this con�idence, I �ly unto thee, O Virgin 

of virgins, my mother; to thee do I come, before thee 

I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 

Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy 

hear and answer me. Amen.�

������������������

Prayer	for	Vocations�

Father in heaven, you sent us your only Son to 

redeem us and to build your kingdom on earth. 

Please give us the wisdom and strength we need to 

follow His call. Grant to the faithful a spirit of 

generosity, that Church vocations may �lourish. 

Bless our priests with holiness and courage, that 

they may lead your people to Christ. Help all sisters 

and brothers to ful�ill their sacred promises and so 

be effective signs of your kingdom. Lord, invite more 

men and women to your service. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.�

A	prayer	for	the	sick	especially	those	

suffering	from	the	coronavirus�

Loving God, you sent your son Jesus Christ to 

heal the sick.  We ask you to come to our aid in 

the midst of the coronavirus crisis that we too 

may experience your healing love.  We ask you to 

heal those who are sick.  Calm those who are 

living in fear.  Be with those who have died and 

comfort their families.  Inspire health 

professionals to aid them in their healing work.  

Guide national leaders to lead and make 

decisions with wisdom.  Help us to always be 

aware of your presence as we place our trust in 

you.  We ask this in Jesus name.  Amen.�

Randy Clarke�

William C. Frey�

Anna Masakowski�

Ben Pannecouck�

Maryann Bourgeau�

Paul Bourgeau�

Teresa Yester�

Philip Mistretta�

Gerry Miranti�

Mary Jane Ziskie�

Kent Culpert�

Pete Ishioka�

Marcia Godawa�

Richard Jaye�

Elaine Jaye�

Izabel Randazzo�

Philip Kwiatkowski�

Joan Bogel�

Hailey Petty�

Luciana & Marisa 

Purtill�

Caroline Juliana 

McBain�

Madeline Hafner�

Matthew Hafner�

Tina Walker�

Witulski�

Noreen Kuzner�

Renee Calado�

Debbie Vido�

Edgar Lee Buckner�

Jacqueline Irene 

Homnstrieter�

Janette Buckner�

Dawn Moss�

Cheryl DeMoss�

Kay Melnick�

Dorothy Welch�

Anna Gleason�

Bernice Rynski�

David Rynski�

Sally Gray�

Cheryl Linder�

Deborah Baranski�

Michael Gray�

Sonia DeChausse�

Kathleen Wojerski�

Glenda Lavigne�

Nick Schwartz�

John Busch�

Melissa Kashat�

Daniella Kashat�

Bill Sullivan�

Ruth Sullivan�

Michelle Trosper�

Maya Milovanovic�

Gladys Mosey�

Susan Lill�

Phyllis Marek�

Krista Mertzer�

Hafner�

Katherine Garza�

Bob Gryebet�

Rick Gryebet�

Christian Harting�

Nicholas Harting�

Robert Bryant�

Patty Lulek�

Sandra Moleski�

Sophie Moreton�

Audrey Myny�

Debbie 

Dombrowski�

Louis Barnard�

Neill Sladkin�

Phoebe Hough�

Jeanie Quinn�

Joseph Prill�

Mary Prill�

Lori Cornelius�

Bruce Jones�

Marie Hagedon�

Alice LoPiccolo�

Melissa Hunt�

Theresa Pierce�

Lucy Glinka�

Carol Girolamo�

Glenn Porth�

Steve Sadecki�

Andrew Serocki�

Jerry Parka�

Michael Rydzewski�

Bobby Cobb�

Carol Carr�

Sue Weatherly�

Richard 

Ruemenapp �

Roy Buzalski�

Anna Buzalski �

Malcolm Sco4ield�

Tim Ries�

Agatha Tovar�

Maggie Leahy�

Bob Leahy�

Viktor Gjonaj�

Prela Gjonaj�

Mary Kaiser�

Nicole Peltier�

Ike Rabafe�

JoAnn Leone�

Denise LaForest�

Elaine Rainko�

Robert Sheets�

Jason Warner�

Eileen Albers�

Fr. Tim Mazur�

Jeff Coon�

Anthony Leonardi�

Magdalene Gehring�

Floyd Jankowski�

Thomas Sutton�

Mark Rose�

Earline Rose�

Sarah DeSchryver�

Angelina Ferris 

and family�
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PARISH STAFF:�

�

(Fr. Aro, MSFS)�

Rev. Arokiaselvam Nithiyaselvam, MSFS�

Administrator�

Email: FrAro@stephrems.org�

�

Rob Leonardi, MAPS; Parish Catechetical Leader�

Email: RobL@stephrems.org�

�

Sarah Hunt, Parish Secretary�

Email:  office@stephrems.org �

Arthur Rauh, Music Minister�

Theresa Brown, Religious Education Secretary�

Mary Kay Reith, Special Needs Director�

Jim Weller, Business Manager�

Mark Sulewski, Maintenance�

�

Knights of Columbus �

Msgr. John T. Gordon Council #12102  �

Grand Knight:  Doug Elsey�

To join, visit www.kofc.org � Our Council’s Facebook Page: �

Knights of Columbus Council #12102�

�

Facebook: St. Ephrem Catholic Church�

St. Ephrem Bulletin Online:  www.parishesonline.com�

Vicariate Website: www.cmvic.net�

�

�

�

�

�

�

ST. EPHREM CATHOLIC CHURCH�

38900 Dodge Park Road�

Sterling Heights, MI  48312    �

�

PARISH OFFICE: � 586�264�1230�

Parish E�mail:  office@stephrems.org�

Parish Website:  www.saintephremchurch.org�

Office Hours:  (Face covering/mask required)�

Mon�Thurs: 8:30am�5:00pm        Fri: 8:30am�Noon�

Closed Saturday and Sunday�

�

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE:�

(Capacity: 75. Masses first come. Sign�up only required 

if a Baptism is being celebrated at a weekend Mass.)�

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday: 9:00am�

Saturday: 4:30pm     Sunday: 9:00am and 11:00am�

�

Baptisms: Please call the Parish Office to make 

arrangements and obtain preparation dates.�

�

Weddings: Please contact the Parish Office at least six 

months (one year if not a registered parishioner) to 

arrange for marriage preparation. Wedding dates are �

not set by the Parish Office.�

�

�

St. Ephrem Parish Directory�

Nicholas LeoneNicholas Leone
& Associates, P.C.& Associates, P.C.

Vision is a Special Gift-
Protect it with Good

Eye Care
39400 Garfield

Suite 103
Clinton Twp., MI

(586) 286-6550
Nicholas leoNe, M.D.
Ophthalmologist

CCUSTOM HOMEUSTOM HOME
PAINTINGPAINTING

Interiors & Exteriors
Satisfaction Guaranteed

(586) 549-7819
Senior Discount

 4-G-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0240/i

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 

DOWNEY’S PLUMBING
all types of plumbing repairs

• Sewers Cleaned Electrically 
• 24-Hour Service 
• Visa/MC/Disc Accepted 
• 10% Senior Discount
 586.775.2441

St. Ephrem
Parishioner

Discount
Licensed Master Plumber



WINOWSKI
PLUMBING

~ We Service All of Your Plumbing needS ~
Sewers and Drains Electrically Cleaned

24 Hour Service • Seven Days • Licensed & Insured

586-573-8677
Ask About Our Parishioner Discount!

 4-G-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0240/o

 Your Family
 Handyman

Carpentry • Electrical • Plumbing
Repair & Installation

No Job Too Small • Reasonable

Gary Granke  
586-795-3784

ROOFING • GUTTERS 
Licensed Insured

$100 OFF
Every Tear-Off

$50 OFF Every Re-Roof
Quality Workmanship • References

FINANCING AVAILABLE

FREE ESTIMATES
12 Months Same As Cash & 

other payment options available

586-791-0740
www.whites-roofing.com

White’s Home 
Improvements, Inc.

“R
OOFS D

ONE RIGHT BY W
HITE”

 ALL PRO

Call John (586) 776-5167

New & Repairs

Licensed& Insured
 Roofing  • Brickwork
 Gutters  • Siding   
 Professional
 Reasonable
 Senior Discounts

Over 44 Years...
 Same Owner, Same 

Phone Number

 27830 Gratiot Ave.  28433 Jefferson Ave. 35201 Garfield Rd. 
 Roseville St. Clair Shores Clinton Twp.
 586.775.1911 586.775.2424 586.792.5000

Serving our Communities Since 1927
www.kaulfuneralhome.com

CHRISTOPHER
TOMASZYCKI, P.C.

Attorney at Law
Certified Public Accountant

586.703.8052
contact@tomaszycki.com

medical group

Accepting New Patients

13951 Plumbrook Rd., Sterling Hts.
586-274-2400

William Jacobs, DO
Same Day Appointments, Evening 
and Saturday Hours Available

Certified DOT 
Examiner 

All Ages Welcome

OMT Services
Available

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

586-501-8479
WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
 24 Hr. Emergency Service


