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Recently I read that suicide rates have been rising for the past several years. Suicide was the tenth leading cause of death in the 

United States in 2020, claiming more lives than homicide. Last year there were two and a half times as many suicides in the United 

States (47,511) as there were homicides (19,141). Suicide was the second leading cause of deaths among adolescents in the United 

States last year. We also know that there are certain segments of the population, in addition to adolescents, who are at a high rate 

of risk for suicide. The suicide rate for veterans is 1.5% higher than that of the general U.S. population. Lesbians, gays, and           

bisexuals are also at higher risk, as are people of color. For so many who attempt suicide, they do so because they no longer see life 

as being worth living and so they give in to despair. 

Despair, in the Catholic Church, was once regarded as the ultimate, unforgivable sin. For a period of history, the simple notion was 

that no one could be saved if a person simply gives up, caves into hopelessness, or, allows darkness and despair to control one’s 

decision making. Most often this line of thinking  pertained to suicide. To die by your own hand was seen as a monumental and 

unpardonable sin.  But understanding despair in this way was wrong and misguided. What is despair? How might it be                  

understood? 

The common dictionary definition invariably runs something like this: Despair means to no longer have any hope or belief that a 

situation will improve or change. The second edition of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which sees despair as a sin against the 

First Commandment, defines it this way: Everyone is responsible for their life before God … It is God who remains the sovereign     

Master of life and the salvation of our souls. We are stewards, not owners, of the life God has entrusted to us. It is not ours to dispose of. 

Suicide contradicts the natural inclination of the human being to preserve and uphold the value of life. It likewise offends the love of 

neighbor because it unjustly breaks the ties of solidarity with family,  nation and other human societies to which we continue to have 

obligations. Suicide is contrary to love for the living God. Grave psychological disturbances, anguish or intense fear of hardship,        

suffering or torture can diminish the responsibility of the one committing suicide. We should not despair for the eternal salvation of 

persons who have taken their own life. By ways known to God alone, the Lord can provide the opportunity for unfathomable             

repentance. The Church prays for persons who have taken their own lives.”   

In this regard, the Church’s stance on suicide has evolved, in large part, because of a deeper understanding and research which has 

focused on factors which puts people into a state of despair and at increased risk for taking one’s own life. But there is something 

absolutely critical to be distinguished here: It can be that a person is too crushed, too broken inside, to believe that he or she is   

lovable, has worth and is redeemable because this is not what is conveyed to them by others and also by the society they live in. 

Conversely, what the Catholic Church continues to uphold and teach is that no one is, in the eyes of God, so despicable that they are 

unworthy of God’s love.  

I truly believe nobody goes to hell because of despair, or a crushed spirit, nor out of the misfortune and unfairness of their never 

being able to believe they were ever truly loved or have value. Hell is for the wicked, the stubborn and the obstinate. Hell is for 

those who possess a mind-set that is so cruel, so arrogant that they see no need to change or amend their life. Hell is never a bitter 

surprise for a person who has led a life which is characterized by compassion, empathy and loving. Simply put, Hell is for people 

who make life hell for others.  

And yet, there is a culture  of meanness in our country which continues to grow with the passing of each year. There is an             

increasing segment of the population who cares only for themselves. They go out of their way to harass, to dominate and to        

suppress or deprive people of their basic human dignity and civil liberties without any type of just cause.  

We owe it to God to become more caring and gentler. We also owe this to those who are broken of heart and of spirit and on the 

verge of despair. Moreover, we have a doctrine, a creed, that challenges us to do better. At each weekend Mass, after the homily, we 

profess Jesus descended into hell. “Hell” is not what you think in this instance. The Catholic Church has taught for centuries that 

when sin entered into the world, the gates of Heaven were, in effect, locked because all people had sinned in any number of ways 

and were in need of redemption and a Savior. When God, in His divine and infinite wisdom, sent His Son into the world,  Jesus upon 

His death on the cross went into Sheol.  In Jewish theology, Sheol was a place of darkness where all those who died went while 

awaiting the Gates of Heaven to reopen after humanity had been redeemed. Jesus revealed when He descended into Hell/Sheol,  

that there is no place inside of tragedy, brokenness, darkness or sadness into which God cannot and will not descend in order to 

bring compassion and peace.  

God is not vindictive or tyrannical. That is why we are assured that “a bruised reed He will not break, a smoldering wick He will not 

snuff out” (Isaiah 42:3). You can bet your soul on that. And you can also live in deeper empathy and consolation because of that.  



 St. Paul of Tarsus Catholic Church, Clinton Township, MI   |      Page 3 

 

 

 

I think that as part of our human nature we are wired to have to make comparisons.  I ask you to    

examine and reflect upon the past week,.  Then look at your day yesterday and what unfolds today. 

How many comparisons did you make?  Even the choices we make are based on comparisons. Is this 

better or worse, good or bad, profitable or unprofitable?  I think even our ability to, and the way we 

learn, is comparison based.  We should repeat what was good and worked and not repeat what was 

band and didn't work. 

Look at today’s gospel, the message  that Jesus wants us to hear.  Maybe you’ve noticed that a        

majority of his teachings were in the form of parables.  Today he tries to explain faith and the       

kingdom of God by making a comparison He does so either in the form of a parable or a direct          

comparison to something well known to the recipient.  Jesus is using foundational knowledge known 

to the hearer. Jesus does so in order to explain something “out of this world.”  Jesus uses this         

technique, and a very effective one indeed, to teach people on faith and the kingdom of heaven, or the 

“kingdom of God.” 

The people of Jesus’ time were primarily farmers or shepherds.  They didn’t have the corner grocery 

store or butcher shop to purchase needed items. The were self-sustaining.  What they planted they 

used for food and as a source of a meager income.  They would know about grain and wheat and     

mustard plants. 

We learn better when we have a solid point of reference.  Try driving in an unfamiliar city without a 

GPS, map, or even road signs; good luck with not getting lost.  We can’t grasp difficult or abstract      

subjects without some sense of relativity, some foundational knowledge to compare to so that we     

understand the new concept or our new surroundings.  

Even so, there are some things we still must take on pure faith.  The existence of heaven, the kingdom 

of God, for instance.  God made us to be with him in heaven.  When God creates our souls he plants a 

mustard seed of faith, called prevenient grace.  This grace is given to us before we can even do         

anything.  However, we like farmers must cultivate that grace, by faith, so that it grows to be that 

large mustard plant.  We must become like the mustard plant and provide “shelter,” a safe haven for 

our families, and our brothers and sisters in Christ.  This shelter is not just physical shelter, but    

spiritual shelter as well.   

We can provide shelter by using the grace we have been given as well as the blessings we receive to 

help others in their basic needs through the use of our time, talent, and treasure.  We can also provide 

shelter spiritually to those who have suffered a loss of a loved one or to those who are going through 

tough times mentally and spiritually. Maybe they have faith issues?  We can offer our prayers, words 

of encouragement, or merely spend time listening to them.  When we do these things we make the 

kingdom of God visible to others.  When we show our faith, our love, and offer peace and blessings our 

faith will grow as well.  We too will get the shelter of God’s….. 

Peace, Love, and Blessings, 

Deacon Marc  
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St Paul of Tarsus 
Knights of           
Columbus 

 

The Knight of the 
Month for May is    

Ron Mareese 

The Family of the 
Month for May is  

Tom and Renee Grey 

Congratulations to 
all!!! 

Donations for May: 

St Paul of Tarsus  
Pantry 

 

Schedule of Events 
for June 

6/10 7:30PM       
Council meeting                
25th anniversary    

celebration 

6/24 7:00PM Council 
Planning Meeting 

6/27 7:45 AM Mass 
Corporate           

Communion 

6/28 11:30-6:30PM 
Charity Poker at    

Ciccarelli"s 

Worship News 

We  have begun having 5 stations for the distribution of Holy Communion. Please check the bulletin board 

in the Gathering Space each week when you enter church if you are a Eucharistic Minister to see if you are  

needed. We will need three EM’s per Mass unless Deacon is not present, and then we would need four. 

Thank you for returning to this sacred ministry.  

Phyllis Bengry 
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As you know we are moving into a “family of parishes” beginning July 1st.  There are always changes when things get 

moved around and new concepts are introduced.  One of the changes affects “Christian Service.”  Taking into        

account Synod 16, the Unleash the Gospel initiative, and the move to family of parishes, there is a change in         

mind-set.  When one thinks of Christian Service one usually thinks of outreach with only a “service component.”         

I like to put it this way, we “give people fish.”  But Christian Service is more than just giving.  There is a         

“teaching/evangelizing component that needs to be there as well.  In reality, it has always been there hidden        

underneath “Christian Service ministry.” 

Christian service is being, appropriately, renamed as “Evangelical Charity.”  Evangelical Charity calls for a full          

response to Catholic Social Teaching through areas incorporating prayer , human need, witnessing to the Gospel 

through words and actions in areas where there is human need, both in the parish and beyond.  It means working for 

social justice to groups or through personal engagement, making the integral connection between works of mercy,          

accompaniment, and evangelization.   

Our Christian Service Commission, and Christian Service groups are already doing a good job of being evangelically 

charitable.  We will strive to more fully embrace the evangelical part becoming minister of evangelical charity.        

We look forward to continuing to serve the St. Paul of Tarsus as well as the other members of our family of parishes 

as much as possible.  We look forward to working with our other family of parishes              

Christian Service commissions and the good work that they do!  If you are interested in     

being a part of Evangelical Charity Ministry contact me: 

Deacon Marc Rybinski  Coordinator of Evangelical Charity Ministry. 

586-228-1210 X 113 or at deaconmarc@spotcatholic.org 

             Christian Service S.P.O.T. Light                             

The second gathering, GROW, will be in-person and also on “ZOOM.” The date is     

Sunday June 27th at St. Thecla, 1 pm.  Your questions and comments are welcome!  

There is a comment/question box in the gathering space along with forms you can use! 
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Remember that we no longer record 

Sunday Mass!  BUT… you can view it 

Livestreamed on our Facebook page by 

clicking the link on our website’s home 

page: 

www.spotcatholic.org 

The livestreams are accessible for 28 

days! 

 

  
REMINDER: 

Our pantry has partnered with Kroger Community Rewards Program for additional support.  Our pantry       

receives cash rewards from your total purchases on a quarterly basis. 

Rewards cards are accepted at any Kroger location.  If you have a Kroger Rewards Card and would like to 

change your rewards to our food pantry, you can follow the steps listed: 

 1) Start by signing into your Kroger Account 

 2) Go to.....My Account 

3) Scroll down and click on Community Rewards 

 4) Find St. Paul of Tarsus Food Pantry 

 5) Enroll or Change organization 

Note:  If you do not have a Kroger Rewards Card, they are available at the customer service desk at any Kroger       

location.  Sign up online for the Kroger Account, then follow the steps listed above.  If you have further      

questions, please contact Florence Hogan at:   flmhogan13@yahoo.com.  

If you do not have a Kroger Rewards Card, they are available at the customer service desk at any Kroger        
location.   If you have further questions, please contact Florence Hogan at: flmhogan13@yahoo.com. 

Are you in need of  taking Protecting 

God’s Children?  It’s free and on-line! 

Go to www.virtus.org 

Log in as a First-Time Registrant.  Select “Detroit” as the       

organization.  Complete the registration template 

Select Protecting God’s Children Online Awareness Session 3.0 

To begin the module, the participant should click inside the 

green circle next to the course name.  

The module takes approximately 45 minutes to  complete. 

Something New!!! 
    Kroger Community Rewards 
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An Act of Kindness 

Our food pantry is blessed by wonderful donations and we are     

always thankful.  Last Sunday, an anonymous donation was left in 

the Gathering Space by the pantry donation box of the church.  May 

the person who gifted this great donation, receive abundant      

blessings in return for the special way you show God’s love!!!   

Thank You!!!                        Joyce, Pantry  Coordinator 
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June 14 

June 15 

June 16 

June 17 

June 18 

June 19 

June 20 

 

5:30 pm Confessions 

7:00 pm Mass 

 

 

 

Chicken Ramen Noodles 

Dry Northern/Navy Beans 

Pasta Roni 

Hamburger Helper 

Beef/Chicken Broth 

Boxed Cereal   

 

We appreciate your generosity  

    

Saturday Jun 19 - 8:00AM - Social Hall -    
TOPIC: Sunday Readings  

Saturday Jun 19 - 1:00PM - Catholic Father's 
Day Procession in Downtown Detroit 

Saturday Jul 3 - 8:00AM - Social Hall - TOPIC: 
Sunday Readings + optional Eucharistic        
Adoration (before session, starting at 7:15AM) 

Go to:  spotmensfsg.wordpress.com   

OR  www.facebook.com/spotjourneymen  

Contact Guy Infante  gpinfante@comcast.net 

Highlight from a recent session:  Hand over 

to Jesus your 'fishes and loaves', no matter 

how inconsequential they may seem. 

 

 

 

*9:00 am Eucharistic Adoration 
7:30 pm K of C Meeting 
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May 10th Through May 16th 

 $12,249.00 

$ 

$5,919.00 

$18,168.00 

I ask you to prayerfully consider making a gift this 

weekend to the 2021 CSA. When you join me with 

your support, you help us to fuel the mission in 

each parish in our archdiocese and serve         

thousands of individuals and families throughout 

Southeast Michigan. Every gift makes a difference 

in our mission.  

 

($1,832.00) 
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Tuesday June 15 7:00 pm  

Karl Sauner by  the Miranov Family 

Curt Levillier by Family 

Gail Levillier by Family 

Tony Wician by Theresa Derlicki  

Wednesday June 16 8:30 am 

The Parishioners of St. Paul of Tarsus 

Thursday June 17 8:30 am 

The deceased members of St. Paul of Tarsus 

Saturday June 19  4:00 pm 

Robert Hribar by the Finance Council 

William Mitchell by David, Judy, and Katie Endres 

Marvin Endres by David, Judy, and Katie Endres 

Karl Sauner by Margo Sauner 

Domenic Ceravolo by Betty Sands 

Leon Merecki byDolores Merecki 

Mary Ann Ceravolo by Family 

Salvatore Marando by daughter, Maria Fazzalari 

Anthony Fazzalari by Wife and Chldren 

Judi Schefke by Margaret Schefke 

Jim Bukowski by Susan and Larry Bukowski 

Sunday June 20 

7:45 am 

Louis DeLuca by Diane DeLuca 

Charles Thomson & Robert Spies 

Eleanor Fujarski by Pat Walicki 

Leonard DeLuca by George and Lucile Mejaly 

Joseph Mejaly by  George and Lucile Mejaly 

Robert Schultz by Wife 

9:30 am 

Gasko and Tracy Families by Hal and Marie Gasko 

Reginald Topolewski by Family 

Nicholas Bartkowicz by Family 

Edward Topolewski by Family 

Marvin Warda by Alane Willming 

Robert Montipetit by the Forth Family 

11:30 am 

Cesk Ndoja by Kristina Ndoja 

Gasper Militello by the Militello Family 

Robert Liddell by Rosalie Liddell 

Robert Ranusch by Carol Ranusch 

Mike Saban by the Dudek Family 

Gustave Schroeder by Donna Schnoblen 

George Taranek 

     PRAYER REQUESTS 

         Thomas Breen 

         Nora Nolette 

Lino & Del DiFalco 

Lucas Carlson 

Donald Szlezymgier 

Brittni Keskitalo  

Craig Thomson 
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8:30 am 

                                                           Contact:      
Monica Thimm 586-228-1210 ext. 116 

Janice Krygowski 

faithform@stpauloftarsus.com 
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Phyllis Bengry 
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SCHEDULE—June 19 & 20 

 4:00 pm Mass 7:45 am Mass 9:30 am Mass 11:30 am Mass 

Rosary @ 3:15  pm George Loewen Also Available Online   

Welcome Host None at this time None at this time None at this time None at this time 

Presider Fr. Jerry 

 

Fr. Jerry 

 

Fr. Ron Fr. Ron 

Altar Servers Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers 

Lectors Endres/Young DeLuca/Haapasaari Werth/Wisneski Okerhelm/Triner 

Hospitality Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers 

Sacristan Valentine Hurlbert Loria Hull 

Purificator Annette Alfred    

     

     

THIS SPACE IS
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WASHER/DRYER 
REPAIR

G.E., Whirlpool,
Kenmore Specialist

(586) 791-4466
Call David Dressler

CUSTOM
HOME PAINTING

Interiors & Exteriors
Satisfaction Guaranteed

(586) 549-7819
Senior Discount

Developing Relationships 
That Last a Lifetime

Elder Law • Medicaid & VA Benefit PlanningElder Law • Medicaid & VA Benefit Planning
Estate Planning • Personal Injury  • Disability • Family LawEstate Planning • Personal Injury  • Disability • Family Law

 44444 Mound Rd. • Ste. 100
 Sterling Heights, MI 48314

 866-LAW-ELDR • 586-264-3756
Fax: 586-264-3783 • www.smdalaw.com

10th

 
 AVOID
 PROBATE

LIVING TRUSTS / WILLS
FREE CONSULTATION

Charles Regan Shaw, P.L.C.
16950 19 Mile Rd. • Ste. 2

Clinton Township, MI
(586) 226-3805

COMPLETE AUTO MOTIVE REPAIR 
& 24 HOUR TOWING

(586) 286-1357
16933 CANAL ROAD, CLINTON TOWNSHIP

Accepting New Patients!

Board Certified Pediatricians 
Providing Care for Patients from 
Birth to 21 Years.
46591 Romeo Plank, Ste. 205, Macomb

586-226-6250st. john pediatric associates
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For The Most Reasonably Priced & Friendliest Service In Town

AUSTIN PLUMBINGAUSTIN PLUMBING
Sewer/drain cleaning, plumbing repair 

and other general plumbing needs.

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Call Steve Seamans 586-855-1937Call Steve Seamans 586-855-1937

ROOFING • GUTTERS 
Licensed Insured

$100 OFF
Every Tear-Off

$50 OFF Every Re-Roof
Quality Workmanship • References

FINANCING AVAILABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

12 Months Same As Cash & 
other payment options available

586-791-0740
www.whites-roofing.com

White’s Home 
Improvements, Inc.

“ROOFS DONE
RIGHT BY WHITE”

(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work

Nicholas Leone 
&

Associates, P.C.
Vision is a Special Gift -

Protect it with Good Eye Care.
39400 Garfield, Suite 103
Clinton Twp., MI 48038

(586) 286-6550
Nicholas leoNe, M.D.

Ophthalmologist

– LANDSCAPE & DESIGN –
Shrub & Tree Trimming
Property Maintenance
586-876-5504

Gary Mitter
Master Plumber

ELECTRICAL SEWER CLEANING
REPAIR WORK

No Job Too Small
(586) 949-3938

 DENNIS OLE 
 PAINTING
 Interior & Exterior Drywall,
 Staining, Basements,
 Cabinets, Flooring, Decks,
 Kitchens & Wallpaper
 Call Dennis for Free Estimates
  586-786-0254586-786-0254

BOB DOWNEY 
PLUMBING

All Types of Plumbing Repairs
In Business 45 Years!

Licensed Master Plumber • 24 Hour Service
10% Senior Disc. • VISA/MC/Disc Accepted

(586) 775-2441

C FRANK COPPOLA, C.P.A., P.C
Certified Public Accountant

15985 Canal Rd., Clinton Twp., MI 48038
P: 586.228.5800 • C: 586.295.9375

taxmanfj@yahoo.com | frankcoppola.com 

RESURRECTION Funeral Home
Rebecca Manzella, Manager

James Lambertus, Parish Member
www.resurrectionfuneralhome.com

Hayes Rd. at 18 Mile Rd.   412-3000

 Dr. Vasilios Gikas, D.O.
 “Welcoming New Patients”
 Beaumont Affiliated Physician
 www.silverpinedocs.com

 43455 Schoenherr Ste. 2
 53950 Van Dyke Avenue
 48801 Romeo Plank (586) 726-4823

586-445-6455 | WWW.JJROOFING.COM

PROVIDING QUALITY 
ROOFING SERVICES 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS.
Call J&J Roofing Today

Free Estimates

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 
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Comprehensive healthcare for
the entire family. Same day sick

and Preventative Visits.

Isabella Scofield, MD
Cornerstone Romeo Plank
Family Medicine
Suite 200
Macomb
586-226-6100

medical group

 ALL PRO

Call John (586) 776-5167

New & Repairs

Licensed
& Insured

Roofing • Gutters • Siding
 Professional
 Reasonable
 Senior Discounts
Over 45 Years... Same Owner, Same Phone Number

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service
586-501-8479

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

ST. MARY
catholic school

Mt. cleMeNs

Preschool and Kindergarten 
through 8th Grade

2 Union Street, Mount Clemens
586-468-4570

www.stmarymtclemens.coman investment in your child’s future...

Paul R. Calcaterra
13650 E. Fifteen Mile Rd

Sterling Heights, MI 48312
 (586) 977-7300 www.bcfh.com

Top Producer,
Presidents Council 

of Excellence

44250 Garfield Ste. 200, Clinton Twp.
Parish Member 
Direct: 586-431-0002
maryrose@realestateone.com
www.realestateone.com

MARY ROSE
MICALLEF-OLEJNICZAK
Listing and Buyers Specialist
Career Development Coach
President of the Lake Pointe Woman’s Council of Realtors
Member of National Association of REALTORS®

Clinton-Aire
Healthcare Center

17001 Seventeen Mile Rd
Clinton Twp, MI 48038
(586) 286-7100
Dave Duffy 
Administrator

Owner & Manager

Serving our Communities Since 1927
www.kaulfuneralhome.com

William Jacobs, DO
Same Day Appointments, Evening 
and Saturday Hours Available 

Certified DOT Examiner

All Ages Welcome

OMT Services Available

medical group

13951 Plumbrook Rd., Sterling Hts.
586-274-2400

Accepting New Patients

THIS SPACE IS

79 Macomb Place, Mt. Clemens, 48043

Health, Medicare, Life, Annuities, Long Term Care & many other products
 • Personalized Service 
 • Finding the Coverage You Need
 586.604.7632
 www.wilfingerhealthandlife.com

 Tamara A. Wilfinger
 Licensed Insurance Agent

Call Me at 586-604-7632 for HELP with open enrollment:
MEDICARE Oct 15th through Dec 7th | Under 65 – Nov 1st through Dec 15th

TOTAL URGENTTOTAL URGENT
CARE, PLLCCARE, PLLC
18645 Canal Rd, Ste 3
Clinton Twp., MI 48038
586-267-5748

• Preventive Care
• Urgent Care
• DOT Physicals
• Drug Screening
• COVID Testing Services

 27830 Gratiot Ave. • Roseville 28433 Jefferson Ave. • St. Clair Shores 35201 Garfield Rd. • Clinton Twp.
 586.775.1911 586.775.2424 586.792.5000

Serving our Communities Since 1927
www.kaulfuneralhome.com


