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Truth be told,  I do not always find it easy to pray. 
Sometimes I’m exhausted, distracted, caught-up in 
tasks, pressured by work, short on time, or find 
myself being drawn to focus on something else. But I 
do pray daily, despite the fact that there are days I 
have to push myself to do so. I pray daily because I’m 
committed to a number of rituals, the Breviary/Divine 
Office of prayer, meditation, reception of the 
Eucharist, and a daily examination of conscience. 

And these rituals serve me well. They hold me up, 
keep me accountable, even when, many times, I find 
myself struggling to do so. That is the power of ritual. 
If I only prayed when I felt like it, I would not pray 
with any real degree of regularity.  

Ritual practice keeps us doing what we should be 
doing (praying, working, spending time with loved 
ones, being polite) even when there is the inclination 
to veer off in another direction.  

This is true for so many areas of our lives, not just 
prayer. Take for example the social rituals of 
propriety and good manners. Our heart isn’t always 
in the greetings or the expressions of love, 
appreciation, and gratitude we extend to each other 
every day. We greet each other, we say goodbye or 
good night to each other, we disclose our love for 
each other, and we express our gratitude and 
intentions in a variety of ways through a number of 
social formulas or ritual utterances.  Over the course 
of any given day, we say:  Good morning! Glad to see 
you! Have a great day! Sleep well! Nice to meet you! I 
am sorry for your loss. I love you! I appreciate you! 
Thank you! 

We convey these expressions of affection and 
concern to each other daily, even though we have to 
admit there are times, many times, when these 
expressions seem to be purely a formality and do not 
reflect the state of agitation we might happen to be 
in at that given moment. Yet we say them, and they 
are true in that they express what rests in our heart 
at a deeper level, more than a momentary feeling of 
melancholy, frustration, anxiety, or just feeling 
downright grumpy. Moreover, these words reflect 
civility, good manners, graciousness, respect and love 

despite the fluctuations in our energy, mood or 
the emotions of a given moment.  Our mood, or 
emotions, at any particular moment, are not 
always a true indication of what is in our hearts, 
and as all of us know, those passing emotions of 
negativity lead us to have to frequently apologize 
for our persnicketiness, rudeness, indifference, 
anger, or apathy. Who of us has not at some point 
in time been upset or bitter towards someone we 
love or care for deeply? The profound truth is that 
we love that person, but that may not be the 
emotion that is most aligned to how we are 
feeling at that instant.  

If we only expressed love, affection, gratitude 
or empathy  at those times we are perfectly in 
simpatico with our feelings or in a “good mood”,  
we would not voice that affection, gratitude and 
empathy anywhere nearly as often as we should 
be doing. Thank God for the ordinary social rituals 
which hold us in love, graciousness, civility and 
good manners, even in those moments when we 
are out of sorts with our truer selves.  

Today, in too many areas of life, we no longer 
understand ritual and the ways it allows us to 
remain grounded. This, in turn, leads us to trying 
to live our life by our feelings. This is not to say 
that feelings are bad, but rather they can descend 
upon us as uninvited guests. It has been said that 
our world can change in fifteen seconds because 
we can fall in love in fifteen seconds. But we can 
also fall out of love in fifteen seconds. Feelings can 
come and go in the blink of an eye (although 
when it comes to feelings such as anger, people 
are, unfortunately, inclined to wrap themselves 
tight in such an emotion rather than to let it go). 
Simply put, we cannot sustain love, marriage, 
family, friendships by just our feelings. We need 
help. Rituals can help sustain our relationships in a 
way that feelings cannot.  

A perfect example of this is what Bishop Fulton 
J. Sheen use to say to a couple when he was 
officiating at their wedding. He would tell them: 
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MONDAY 
January 17 

TUESDAY 
January 18 

WEDNESDAY 
January 19 

THURSDAY 
January 20 

FRIDAY 
January 21 

SATURDAY 
January 22 

SUNDAY 
January 23  

Weekly Schedule 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
10:00 am .......... Food Pantry 
11:30 am .......... Senior Club 
6:30 pm ............ Men’s Group 
7:00 pm ............ RCIA Session 
 
 
5:30 pm ............ Confession 
7:00 pm ............ Mass 
 
 
 
8:30 am ............ Mass 
9:30 am ............ Prayer Shawl Group 
10:00 am .......... Food Pantry 
6:00 pm ............ Reconciliation Family 
                              Prep 
6:30 pm ............ Evensong Rehearsal 
 
8:30 am ............ Mass 
10:00 am .......... Food Pantry 
10:00 am .......... Library Committee 
1:00 pm ............ Red Cross Blood Drive 
6:30 pm ............ Choir Rehearsal 
 
Parish Office Closed 
7:00 pm ............ AA Meeting 
 
 
 
3:15 pm ............ Rosary 
4:00 pm ............ Mass 
 
 
 
 
7:45 am ............ Mass 
9:30 am ............ Mass—Choir 
11:30 am .......... Mass 
11:30 am .......... Children’s Liturgy  
                             of the Word 
11:30 am .......... Evensong  
1:00 pm ............ Baptisms 
5:00 pm ............ Sponsor and Candidate   
                             Meeting 

Conversion of 

St. Paul of Tarsus 

Tuesday, January 25 
 

Please join us  

Tuesday, January 25  

at the 7:00 pm Mass as we  

honor our parish patron saint! 
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Today you are in love, and you believe that love can 
sustain your marriage. But it can’t. However, your 
marriage can sustain your love.  

Ritual not only can help sustain a marriage, but it 
can also help nourish our prayer lives, our civility, 
our manners, our graciousness, our humor, our 
gratitude, and our balance in life. Be on guard for 
anyone who in the name of psychology, love, or 
spirituality tells you that ritual is a meaningless 
waste of time and that you must rely on your mood 
and feelings to be your north star or guiding 
compass. Such advice won’t carry you very far.  

Henri Nouwen, a Roman Catholic priest and one 
of the most widely-read and most-influential among 
all contemporary authors in the world once wrote: 
Don’t travel with anyone who expects you to be 
interesting all the time. On a long journey, there are 
bound to be some boring stretches. In other words, 
a person is going to be sadly mistaken if they 
believe life will be vibrant, exciting and the good 
times will roll without end. If this in fact were the 
case, no marriage, no relationship could remain 
sustainable.  St. John of the Cross echoes this 
sentiment as it relates to prayer. He tells us that, 
when it comes to our prayer life, one of the biggest 
problems we will face daily in our prayer life is 
simple boredom. Just because something may seem 
boring, or difficult to do at times, does not mean it 
has lost its value. 

For some, rituals, in the form of exercise may 
seem boring or something that a person may not be 
inclined to do, but they continue and persevere 
because it is vital or essential if they want to live a 
long and healthy life.  

If rituals, such as observing social norms is 
important for sustaining friendship and 
communicating love in a marriage, if ritual, such as 
exercise, is important for achieving and maintaining 
physical health, how much more important is ritual, 
in the form of prayer, vital in order to maintain an 
intimate and life-giving relationship with God?  

 

As mentioned at all the Masses last weekend, 
Archbishop Vigneron has approved my petition for 
retirement. I am grateful to the Archbishop for 
granting my request. My original projected 
retirement date had been July 1, 2023. I will now 
officially assume senior priest status one year early, 
July 1, 2022. 

Within the course of the next few weeks, we 
may have some word as to who my successor will 
be. The Archdiocese sent an email to all the priests 
last Sunday, January 9, informing them of an 
opening at St. Paul of Tarsus. All interested 
candidates are being asked to notify the Chancery 
by January 31 if they wish to be considered for this 
assignment. Presumably, at some date yet to be 
determined in February, the priests and bishops 
who are members of the Assignment Board will 
review those requests and make a recommendation 
to the Archbishop as to who they believe is the 
most suitable candidate from the group of 
applicants. The Archbishop is free to accept or 
reject the Assignment Board’s recommendation. As 
stated last weekend, I believe Saint Paul of Tarsus is 
a Top 10 parish in the AoD. I am hopeful there will 
be a wealth of candidates to choose from. As soon 
as word is received of the decision, the parish will 
be notified. Stay tuned for further information.  



 



 

Dear Parishioners of St. Paul of Tarsus, 

Thank you to all who gave your Christmas donation to the 2021 CSA 
Campaign.  As you know, Christmas income is not assessed the 7% ‘tax’ 
by the Archdiocese but it is used to calculate CSA.  Hopefully this will 
lower our CSA commitment for 2022. 

As you recall, when we changed online giving programs in 2020, I 
made a promise not to change companies again.  I am going to stick to 
my promise, but I wanted to make you aware of the notice I received 
last week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basically this letter is saying that the monthly fee for WeShare was 
waived by LPi because we get our bulletin printed through them.  
WeShare was recently acquired by Ministry Brands so beginning in 
March, they will charge us a monthly fee of $29. 

A NOTE FROM OUR BUSINESS MANAGER 

SENIOR MEETING 

The first Senior Club meeting of 
the new year is on Monday, 
January 17th.   Come to the 
church social hall  at 11:30 to 
enjoy some refereshments with 
your fellow seniors and spend the 
rest of the afternoon playing 
cards. 

Where are all our Pinochle 
players?  We  need you! 

All seniors are welcome.  We 
meet the third Monday of every 
month in the parish social hall 
from 11:30 am to 3:00 
pm.  Reminder if the weather is 
bad and schools are closed, we 
are closed too.  

Inflation has hit our Senior 
Club  and dues for the coming 
year are going up to $15 a year 
because the cost of donuts, 
bagels, etc., have gone up in 
price.  Dues will be collected at 
the January meeting. 

Mark your calendars and join 
us on Monday, January 17. 



 

Our Health Ministry—Parish 
Nurses are hosting a Blood Drive 
here at St. Paul of Tarsus on 
Thursday, January 20, 2022 from 
1 pm to 7 pm.  Reservations are 
required.  Please go to the 
following website to reserve your 
time slot: 

www.redcrossblood.org 
OR  

Call  our Lead Parish Nurse 
Rosalie at: 

 586-263-3516 

Despite being in the throes of the “deep freeze” of 
winter we are back to green as our liturgical color.  This 
weekend is the “Second Sunday in Ordinary Time.”  
Ordinary in the Church’s context means a time of 
counting.  It comes from the word ordinal.  So, ordinary 
time is the period of counting between liturgical 
seasons.  We begin the countdown from Christmas to 
Ash Wednesday when Lent begins.  There are either 33 
or 34 weeks of “Ordinary Time” that are celebrated in 
the liturgical year.  That’s why you see the priests and 
deacons in green vestments.  Green symbolizes growth, 
like the plants and flowers that begin to grow in the 
spring.  The days are getting longer and so there is 
more daylight.  Although this seems to happen very 
slowly. This growing “enlightenment” should carry over 
into our spiritual lives as well.  We need to be green 
too as we aspire to grow in faith and love, and not 
green with envy.  I just have to throw this in; Green and 
white just happen to be the colors of MSU.  Green for 
ordinary time and white for the snow on the ground.  I 
bet you didn’t think that MSU provided a “colorful” 
spiritual and environmental experience? 

 I usually write my article with a focus on the gospel.  
However, this week, I am going to focus on the Old 
Testament reading from Isaiah (62:1-5).  Isaiah 
mentions desolate lands.  That may seem how our 
frozen landscape looks, but despite the outward 
appearance and what is going on in our world, our 

country, and maybe even in our families, there is 
hope.  Because in God’s eyes we are espoused, and 
God finds delight in us.  Yes, in each and every one of 
us! 

So, for our community and family’s sake we must 
not be silent.  We must not be quiet until the light of 
Christ shines forth from us as an example for others.  
That is the very first verse in today’s first reading.  
Jesus’ light is entrusted to each of us.  At our baptism, 
our godparents and parents were entrusted with the 
“Light of Christ,” symbolized by our baptismal 
candles.  They in turn passed it on to us.  We are 
called to maintain that light and use that light as a 
guiding light for others.  As stated in Isaiah, may our 
example be fueled by the graces we receive.  

I believe that we need the light of Christ to shine 
forth like a burning torch.  Our light should reflect the 
morals and values of our faith and Jesus’ teachings.  
This is not easy, and at times can be downright 
painful.  Secular contemporary cultural values create 
a fog that our light needs to penetrate.  In doing so, 
we may be called to suffer for it.  We are in very good 
company as Jesus suffered for us.  We must embrace 
our role as well. When we shine forth God rejoices in 
us and bestows upon us… 

Love, Peace, and Blessings,    

Deacon Marc 



 

BECAUSE WE CARE 

How kindness changes us 

Lifting one another up is as powerful as any 
fitness routine or healthy meal. Here is why being 
kind matters, more than ever, for your body and our 
future. Kindness isn’t simply a happy face cherry on 
top thing. Along with the cooperation and 
collaboration it fosters, kindness is one of the main 
things that’s made it possible for people to live in 
communities for thousands of years.  

What kindness does for your body: Research 
suggests that practicing kindness significantly affects 
our own well-being. Studies show that kinder 
behavior is linked to having fewer health problems, 
such as heart disease, sleep disorders, hearing loss 
and living longer.  Being kind has shown to lower 

blood pressure and anxiety. Experiments show that 
doing something kind for someone is more likely to 
boost your mood and lower your stress than doing 
something for yourself. Each small daily choice we 
make either nurtures our emotional well being or 
aggravates stress, and that helps or hinders our 
physical health. Kindness triggers a neurochemical 
response to get released, and cortisol (hormone 
related to stress) falls. There is evidence that 
kindness affects our genes too. The DNA we are 
born with is the blueprint for our cells as they 
replicate over the course of our lives. Diet, exercise 
and smoking all effect how well that blueprint gets 
translated into new cells. Kindness and other social 
factors impact that process as well. 

Build your kindness superpower: Kindness is not 
a personality trait. It is a skill we need to work on. 
Pay attention how well you communicate with 
others. Do you respond or react to others. Consider 
the situation from other the other persons point of 
view. Rehumanize the other person. Take a pause. 
Rushing to say something causes stress which 
makes it difficult to practice kindness and empathy. 
Make a habit of scheduling a kind act.  Volunteer, 
call a lonely friend, do someone a favor. 

Being kind doesn’t mean never getting angry. 
Kindness is treating someone with dignity and 
respect even when you disagree with them.  

  

PROTECT THE UNBORN 

Mass for the Protection of the Unborn—Sunday, January 23, 
2022 at the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament, Detroit. 

Join the Archdiocese of Detroit for an annual liturgy to pray for 
an end to the practice of abortion and to celebrate Christ’s victory 
over death. The Mass coincides with the anniversary of the 
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision and is celebrated in 
solidarity with the thousands of pro-life witnesses who gather in 
Washington, D.C., for the annual March for Life. Join us for Mass at 
the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament or watch the 
livestream at www.aod.org/livemasses 

http://www.aod.org/livemasses?__hstc=138938284.423e18c4e0bff56b421ea33d58484ce9.1641665337326.1641665337326.1641665337326.1&__hssc=138938284.1.1641665337326&__hsfp=3555997104


 



 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

It Takes All Kinds 

“If every flower wanted to be a rose,” wrote St. Therese of Lisieux, 
“spring would lose its loveliness.” 

Who is God asking you to be today? There is an obvious answer that 
springs to mind right out of the gate. God wants me to be a good 
person (a good father, a good husband) today; today, God wants me to 
be a saint. 

But this answer fails to get to the heart of the question. We are all 
striving today to serve the same Spirit, but we are given different gifts 
to do so. The one who has the gift of knowledge may fail if today he 
decides he wants to be a healer. The one who has the gift of “varieties 
of tongues” might falter in the expression of wisdom. 

Think about the wedding at Cana and the players in the scene: the 
servers, the guests, the bride and groom. They all have a unique role to 
play, and though it is to the servers that Mary gives the instruction, “Do 
whatever he tells you,” her words apply to all. 

Today, are we called to be the servers — do we wait on God’s 
instruction and carry it out, no matter how foolish or impossible it may 
seem to our human ears? Are we asked to be the disciples, to bear 
witness to a miracle and to give our testimony? Are we called to 
imitate the Blessed Mother herself and give encouragement to follow 
God’s word? 

Let us examine our gifts and listen in the silence of our hearts to the 
direction of the Spirit. Then and only then, let us do whatever He tells 
us. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

PRIESTLY VOCATIONS 

Discernment Day, Saturday, 
January 29, 2022 

A Discernment Day offers a 
single high school man (freshman 
–senior) from the Archdiocese of 
Detroit a unique opportunity to 
experience the seminary and 
learn about the priesthood.  High 
school students will meet new 
friends and grow in their 
understanding of what it means to 
be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  If you 
know any men who are interested 
and would like more information, 
please contact us:  

https://
detroitpriestlyvocations.com/
discern-the-priesthood/high-
school-discernment-day/.  

Those interested must have a 
phone conversation with Fr. Craig 
Giera, Director of Priestly 
Vocations, before they are 
allowed to register.  



 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

God delights in you. How do you feel when you hear that? Delight 
usually comes with an exuberant flow of joy that seemingly arises from 
one’s toes with the expression of great glee. Reflecting upon the deep 
measure of joy God has in us can be a source of joy for ourselves. 
Delight is infectious. A very young brother and sister were playing on 
the beach when the all too familiar ice cream truck made its daily 
rounds. The boy shook with excitement and delight as he took his 
sister’s hand and exclaimed, “The ice cream man is here, isn’t it great!” 
As they ran off toward the truck, one could hear the girl reply, “Yeah, I 
can’t wait!” The experience of a child’s delight in something so simple 
as ice cream, lifts our spirits from our burdens and transports us to the 
lighter, more innocent side of life. 

Life is not meant to be a burden. Believe it or not, God actually 
wants us to be happy! In fact, the wedding feast at Cana shows us that 
God even puts His blessing on our happiness. It is okay to celebrate the 
wonder of ourselves and others. Life is good. It is always interesting to 
note that Jesus saves the good wine until last. You would think it would 
be the other way around. The superb quality of Jesus’ wine points to 
the superior quality of life we find in Christ. It is not a life of burdens 
but a life of wonder and delight! In Christ, we are lifted from the 
superficial and mundane to a life of purpose, hope, and love. 

God is with us through the long haul, through the challenges and 
sorrows as well as the successes and accomplishments. In spite of the 
fact that we often wander from the path, God’s celebratory delight in 
us remains. As spouses are asked to remain faithful to each other 
through whatever life brings, God remains faithful too. This promise 
remains through this life and into the next. All we have to do is take 
the advice of Jesus’ mother to heart when she says, “Listen to him.” 
This wisdom saves us from foolishly giving in to the illusion that we can 
make better wine than Jesus. 

Not much is known about the 
life of St. Sebastian (256 – 287), 
except that he was a Roman martyr 
whose name has been mentioned 
throughout history since early 350. 

We see St. Sebastian many times 
in art, especially from iconic 
paintings from Guido Reni, Andrea 
Mantegna and Hendrick ter 
Brugghen. Historical scholars now 
agree that a spiritual story has the 
beloved saint entering the Roman 
army because only there could he 
assist Christian martyrs without 
arousing suspicion on himself. 
Eventually he was found out, 
brought before Emperor Diocletian 
and delivered to Mauritanian 
archers to be shot to death. Pierced 
with arrows, he was left for dead, 
but managed to survive. He 
recovered from his wounds but still 
refused to leave. 

One day, St. Sebastian took up a 
position near where the emperor 
was to pass. He confronted the 
emperor, condemning him for his 
cruelty to Christians. This time the 
sentence of death was carried out, 
and St. Sebastian was beaten to 
death with clubs. Today he is the 
patron saint of athletes. 



 



 

Pantry Needs 

• Dish Soap 

• Band-Aids 

• Paper Towel 

• Brown Paper Bags 

• Feminine Products 

• Small Laundry Detergent 

Giving with love of the Lord! 

Volunteers Needed! 

Our food pantry receives a delivery from the 
Macomb County Food Bank and Meijer each 
month.  We are in need of able-bodied volunteers to 
assist unloading the delivery food pickup truck.  If 
you are interested in this role, we look forward to 
hearing from you.  We also have various volunteer 
roles from behind the scenes to having direct 
contact with our clients.  Please stop in or call and 
we can find the perfect fit for you!  Joyce 586-228-
1094. 

Many hands make light work. 

Food Pantry Hours: 

Monday: 10am to 12pm 
Wednesday: 10am to 1:45pm 
Thursday: 10am to 12pm 

Phone: 586-228-1094 

THE JOURNEY MEN 

Upcoming Schedule: 

Thursday Jan 27 - 6:30PM - Library - TOPIC: Saved - A Bible 
Study 

Saturday  Feb 5 - 8:00AM - Social Hall - TOPIC: Metanoia - 
episode 9 + optional Eucharistic Adoration (before session, 
starting at 7:15AM) 

Saturday Feb 19 - 8:00AM - Social Hall - TOPIC: Metanoia - 
episode 10 + optional Rosary (before session, starting at 
7:30AM) 

Highlight from a recent session:  

Don’t get comfortable in your tomb (away from 
conflict and struggle), listen for Jesus to call you out 
of your tomb. 

Join the Journey ... get spiritually fit ... all men are 
welcome ... no experience required ... no cost to 
attend ... see spotmensfsg.wordpress.com OR 
www.facebook.com/spotjourneymen OR contact 
Guy Infante:gpinfante@comcast.net. 

HELP FOR A TROUBLED MARRIAGE 

   Looking at the Holy Family, we see the 
love, the protection, and the diligent care 
that they gave to the Redeemer. 

   In today’s world families are becoming 
disposable. If you know someone who is in a 
marriage that may be nearing divorce or 
separation, ask them to visit 
HelpOurMarriage.org. That is HELP OUR 
MARRIAGE DOT ORG. 

    Please pray for marriages. 

http://spotmensfsg.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/spotjourneymen
mailto:Infante%3Agpinfante@comcast.net


 

Dee Bercel 
Mitchell Brand  
Lucas Carlson 
Connie Colosimo 
Ralph Colosimo 
Michael Denomme 
Leno Difalco 
Del Difalco 
Michalene Distlrath 
Jeff Eichelberger 
Christopher Evans  
Billie Foster 
Donald Gasko 
Angelo Garavaglia 
Fran Gross 
Joe Gross 
Levi Hester  
Brandon Keskitalo 
Brittni Keskitalo  
Cyndi Kuehnel 
Pat Labadie 
Henry Leflere 
Robert Liddell 
Emilio Manzo  
Peter Mulhern 
Jennifer Robinette 
Loretta Suwal 
Paul Suwal 
Evelyn Rose Swanson 
Sarah Swanson 
Laura Thomson 
Jean Urbanek 
Annie Schweiger 
Juanita Vazquez 
Eileen Wade 
Charlene Wojtaszek 
Michael Wojtaszek 
Sarah Wojtaszek 

Tuesday, January 18 — Weekday—Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
begins 
  
 7:00 pm Gloria Jean Oleksiak by Husband 
  Curt Levillier by Family 
  Gail Levillier by Family 
   
Wednesday, January 19 — Weekday 
  
 8:30 am Linda Spies by Craig and Carolyn Thomson 
 
Thursday, January 20 — Weekday—St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr—St. 
Sebastian, Martyr 
  
 8:30 am For the People of St. Paul of Tarsus Parish 
 
Saturday, January 22 — Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 
Unborn Children—St. Vincent, Deacon and Martyr 
  
 400 pm Bernice Pellegrino by Mike and Linda Bradley 
  William Mitchell—2nd Anniversary by David, Judy, and  
                                   Katie Endres 
  Stanley and Margaret Powers by their Daughters 
 
Sunday, January 23 — Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  
 7:45 am Walter John Zawadzki by Mrs. Victoria Cook 
  
 9:30 am Kenny Felcyn by his Wife Pauline 
  Carla DiBenedetto by Karen Gallivan 
  
 11:30 am Cesk Ndoja by Antonio, Frisko, and Kristina Ndoja 

Names are included in the Prayer List for 
3 weeks.  If you would like to  extend that 
time, please call the parish office at  
586-228-1210 or e-mail 
parish@spotcatholic.org. 



 

Dear Lord Jesus and Mary, Mother of God,  hold all these 
brave souls in the palm of your hand; comfort them and their 
families. Send angels of protection, love, and comfort to all 
our service men and women.  Bring them home safely and 
comfort their families.  We ask this through Christ, Our Lord.  
-Amen. 

YN2 Petty Officer Daniel Adamczyk - Navy 
Pvt. Connor J. Ahrens - Marines 
Petty Officer 1st Class Erick Arnsby - Navy 
1st Lt. Douglas Bour - Marines 
Pvt. Ethan Budnik - Army 
Spec. Christopher Cooper - Army Reserve 
Spec. Matthew Cooper - Army 
Spec. Nicholas Cooper - Army 
Spec. Tabitha Czekiel - Army 
Lt. Commander Jeffrey Deliz - Navy 
Staff Sergeant Bryan Furman - Army 
Petty Officer 1st Tyler J. Godbey - Navy 
Lt. Jessie Gorman - Navy 
Spec. Ross A. Hood - Army 
Col. Donna L. Hornberger - Air Force 
Capt. Zach Hornberger - Air Force 
Cpl. Logan S. Jabouri - Marines 
Sgt. 1st. Class Patrick A. Johnson - Army 
Staff Sergeant Ayana Jones - Air Force 
Cpl. Conner H. Jones - Marines 
Staff Sergeant Corey J. Jones - Air Force 
Pvt. Shelbyann Jones - Army 
A1C Eric Kelly - Air Force 
PFC. Micah J. Knoche - Army 
LCpl. Trevor Lancaster - Marines 
Senior Airman Owen LaRoche - Air Force 
Gunnery Sgt. Justin Lienemann - Marines 
Chief Petty Officer Nigel Littleton - Navy 
Spec. Chad Lombardo - Army 
SFC Martin D. Malcolm - Army 
Staff Sgt. Scott Maynard - Marines 
CDT Brennan McAlister - USMA 
SSGT Austin McHalek, Marines 
Lt. Anthony M. Morgan - Navy 
SA Antonia N. Nunnery - Navy 
Trinity O’Brian - Army 
Sgt. Connor O’Gara - Marines  
PFC Jack O’Gara - Marines  
Senior Airman Robert Olivier - Air Force 
Col. Robert R. Porchia M.D. - Air Force 
Lt. Col. Stacy Porchia - Air Force 
SSgt. Bryan Pyszk - Air Force 
SA Madeline P. Ricedemick - Navy 
Staff Sgt. Steven J. Schnoblen - Air Force 
LCpl Thomas VanBibber - Marines 
Staff Sgt. Cassie Webster - Air Force 

December 13 to December 19 

Weekly Budget Goal ............................. $20,000.00 

Offertory ............................................... $10,618.00 

Non-Pledge Building Fund ......................... $290.00 

Electronic Giving ..................................... $4,510.00 

TOTAL .................................................... $15,418.00 

(Shortage)/Overage .............................. ($4,582.00) 
 

Thank you for your continued  
support and generosity!  

Visit SPOTCATHOLIC.ORG  
to give online. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK JANUARY 16, 2022 

Sunday:  Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4
-11/Jn 2:1-11 

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/
Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/
Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 
12-13/Mk 3:7-12 

Friday:  1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11/Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/Mk 
3:20-21 

Next Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/1 
Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 



 

 PARISH DIRECTORY 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday:  4:00 pm 
 Sunday:  7:45 am 
 9:30 am 
 11:30 am 
Tuesday:  7:00 pm 
Wednesday: 8:30 am 
 Thursday:  8:30 am 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Tuesdays 5:30 - 6:30 pm in church 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday to Thursday: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Friday:  Closed 
Saturday: 3:00 pm to 5:30 pm 
Sunday: 7:30 am to 1:00 pm 
 

FOOD PANTRY HOURS 
Monday: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Wednesday: 10:00 am to 1:45 pm 

Thursday: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

GENERAL INFO 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call  the  parish  office or the 24 hour  
priest emergency line at 586-909-5480, to  
arrange  for  anointing  for  someone who 
is seriously ill.   
 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
You may register online by visiting 
spotcatholic.org. Newcomers are always 
welcome! 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
Click Donate on our parish website home 
page spotcatholic.org for information or 
to enroll or give a one-time gift. 
 

BULLETIN  SUBMISSIONS 
Submit text and photos by noon on 
Monday for the following Sunday to 
parish@spotcatholic.org. 
 

FACILITIES  SCHEDULING 
To schedule a parish related event please 
complete the Facility Usage Form 
available from the parish office or on 
spotcatholic.org/forms-downloads. 
 

PARISH LIBRARY 
Located in the Parish Office Suite - check 
out spotcatholic.org/library for complete 
information on hours and resources 
available.  

24 HR EMERGENCY 
PRIEST EMERGENCY LINE 

586-909-5480 

CHURCH OFFICE 
PARISH OFFICE 
41300 Romeo Plank Road 
Clinton Township, MI 48038 
 

PARISH PHONE 
586-228-1210 
 

PARISH FAX 
586-228-8935 
 

PASTOR 
Fr. Jerry Slowinski 
586-228-1210 ext. 111 
jws1953@spotcatholic.org  
 

SR. PRIEST 
Fr. Ron Essman 
 

PERMANENT DEACON 
Rev. Mr. Marc Rybinski 
586-228-1210 ext. 113 
deaconmarc@spotcatholic.org 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Monica Thimm 
586-228-1210 ext. 116 
mthimm@spotcatholic.org 
 

PARISH BOOKKEEPER 
586-228-1210 ext. 124 
 

PARISH SECRETARY 
Amy O’Gara 
586-228-1210 ext. 101 
amy@spotcatholic.org 
 

WEEKEND RECEPTIONISTS 
Christine Albrecht 
Christine@spotcatholic.org 
 

MAINTENANCE & GROUNDS 
Jason Scanlan 
586-228-1210 ext. 121 
maintenance@spotcatholic.org 

COMMUNICATION 

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Phyllis Bengry 
586-228-1210 ext. 122 
phyllis@spotcatholic.org 
 

BULLETIN 
parish@spotcatholic.org 
 

WEBSITE 
parish@spotcatholic.org 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
parish@spotcatholic.org 
 

PARISH CALENDAR 
https://www.spotcatholic.org/events 
 

RELIGIOUS ED 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PHONE 
586-228-6651 
 

PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADER 
Peggy DeClercq 
586-228-6651 ext. 4 
pdeclercq@spotcatholic.org 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Celeste Triner 
586-228-6651 
pdeclercq@spotcatholic.org 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SECRETARY 
Janice Krygowski 
586-228-6651 ext. 5 
janice@spotcatholic.org 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SECRETARY &  
OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Kathy Andrzejewski 
586-228-6651 ext. 2 
kathy@spotcatholic.org 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREP 
BAPTISM PREP 
Peggy DeClercq 
586-228-6651 ext. 4 
pdeclercq@spotcatholic.org 
 
MARRIAGE PREP 
Deacon Marc Rybinski 
586-228-1210 ext. 113 
deaconmarc@spotcatholic.org 
 
RCIA COORDINATOR 
Peggy DeClercq 
586-228-6651 ext. 4 
pdeclercq@spotcatholic.org 



 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS &  
AL-ANON 
Tom Murray 
tommurray2013@gmail.com 
 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Kim Heiss 
kheiss@wowway.com 
 

AMERICAN HOUSE 
Gail Oliveri 
augailtab@gmail.com 
 

ALTAR CLOTHS 
Carol Golec 
carolgolec@gmail.com 
 

COMMUNION TO HOMEBOUND 
Deacon Marc Rybinski 
586-228-1210 ext. 113 
deaconmarc@spotcatholic.org 
 

DONUT SUNDAY 
Lori Finn 
mfinnfam@sbcglobal.net 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION (EMHC) 
Sally Gryniewicz 
msgryniewicz@comcast.net 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
Phyllis Bengry 
phyllis@spotcatholic.org 
 

EVANGELICAL CHARITY 
Deacon Marc Rybinski 
586-228-1210 ext. 113 
deaconmarc@spotcatholic.org 
 

EVANGELIZATION 
Peggy DeClercq 
586-228-6651 ext. 4 
pdeclercq@spotcatholic.org 
 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Tom Loria 
thomasaloria@aol.com 
 

FOOD PANTRY &  
CRISIS OUTREACH 
Joyce Yaklin - Coordinator 
586-228-1094 
jyaklin@spotcatholic.org 
 

Toni O’Neill - Assistant 
586-228-1094 
toneill@spotcatholic.org 

GARDENERS 
Monica Thimm 
mthimm@spotcatholic.org 
 

JOURNEY MEN 
Guy Infante 
gpinfante@comcast.net 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Tom Gray 
586-265-9885 
gk11689@mikofc.org 
 
LECTORS 
Phyllis Bengry 
586-228-1210 ext. 122 
phyllis@spotcatholic.org 
 
LIBRARY 
Peggy DeClercq 
586-228-6651 ext. 4 
pdeclercq@spotcatholic.org 
 
MISSION POINTE 
Ron Perfetto 
habs_93@att.net 
 
MEN’S GROUP 
Jim Lundberg 
jlundberg39@gmail.com 
 
MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY 
Clara Loria 
cploria@hotmail.com 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY 
Phyllis Bengry 
586-228-1210 ext. 122 
phyllis@spotcatholic.org 
 
PARISH COUNCIL 
Mike Lauretti 
mlauretti60@gmail.com 
 
PARISH NURSES 
Rosalie Liddell 
spotparishnurse@gmail.com 
 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Deacon Marc Rybinski 
586-228-1210 ext. 113 
deaconmarc@spotcatholic.org 

 

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY 
Mary Fiorani 
marytfiorani@aol.com 
 

SANDWICH SATURDAY 
Sue Rybinski 
sandwichsaturday@comcast.net 

 

SACRISTANS 
Peggy DeClercq 
586-228-6651 ext. 4 
pdeclercq@spotcatholic.org 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Mike Lauretti  
mlauretti60@gmail.com 
 

SENIORS 
Barb Novak 
lbnovak56@wowway.com 
 

VACATION BIBLE EXPERIENCE 
Janice Krygowski 
Teresa Szypa 
faithform@spotcatholic.org 
 

WEDDING COORDINATORS 
Mary Kay Young 
grandmakay002@sbcglobal.net 
 

WELCOME MINISTRY 
Peggy DeClercq 
586-228-6651 ext. 4 
pdeclercq@spotcatholic.org 
 

WOMEN OF FAITH  
Renee VanderHagen 
586-805-3196 
rvanderh@comcast.net 
 

WORSHIP COMMISSION 
Christine Bonkowski 
christinebonkowski@wowway.com 
 

WORSHIP COORDINATORS 
Phyllis Bengry 
586-228-1210 ext. 122 
phyllis@spotcatholic.org 
 

Peggy DeClercq 
586-228-6651 ext. 4 
pdeclercq@spotcatholic.org 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Celeste Triner 
586-228-6651 
pdeclercq@spotcatholic.org 

mailto:sandwichsaturday@comcast.net


 

SCHEDULE—January 22 and 23, 2022 

 4:00 pm Mass 7:45 am Mass 9:30 am Mass 11:30 am Mass 

 Rosary @ 3:15 pm Sue Young    

 Welcome Host See schedule See schedule See schedule See schedule 

 Presider Fr. Jerry Fr. Jerry Fr. Ron Fr. Ron 

 Altar Servers 
Thomas Masserang 

Rosabelle Orlando 
 

Emma Kosanke 

Mike Kosanke (Cross) 

Cambree Ulewicz 

Sochima Exemwa 

Bryton Jacobs 

 Lectors 
Young 
Keller 

T. Anderson 
R. Anderson 

Piteo 
Charland 

Saad 
Wachterhauser 

 Hospitality See schedule See schedule See schedule See schedule 

 Sacristan Lori Cordell Diane DeLuca Tom/Clara Loria Chuck/Joann Twigg 

 Purificator Carol Golec Carol Golec Carol Golec Carol Golec 

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN 

Let us pray... 

Good and gracious God, 

you blew into our nostrils the breath of life. 

You are the One to whom we owe our very existence. 

 

Give us the courage to take that unpopular position 

of protecting those who have no voice, 

the unborn child in the womb 

to the person taking his or her last breath. 

 

The life you have given us is a gift beyond measure. 

Embolden us to speak the truth 

about protecting the child, the elderly, 

and the one without a voice in the public square. 

 

With thankful hearts, 

we ask all this of the One God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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For The Most Reasonably Priced & Friendliest Service In Town

AUSTIN PLUMBINGAUSTIN PLUMBING
Sewer/drain cleaning, plumbing repair 

and other general plumbing needs.

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Call Steve Seamans 586-855-1937Call Steve Seamans 586-855-1937

ROOFING • GUTTERS 
Licensed Insured

$100 OFF
Every Tear-Off

$50 OFF Every Re-Roof
Quality Workmanship • References

FINANCING AVAILABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

12 Months Same As Cash & 
other payment options available

586-791-0740
www.whites-roofing.com

White’s Home 
Improvements, Inc.

“ROOFS DONE
RIGHT BY WHITE”

(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work

Nicholas Leone 
&

Associates, P.C.
Vision is a Special Gift -

Protect it with Good Eye Care.
39400 Garfield, Suite 103
Clinton Twp., MI 48038

(586) 286-6550
Nicholas leoNe, M.D.

Ophthalmologist

– LANDSCAPE & DESIGN –
Shrub & Tree Trimming
Property Maintenance
586-876-5504

Gary Mitter
Master Plumber

ELECTRICAL SEWER CLEANING
REPAIR WORK

No Job Too Small
(586) 949-3938

 DENNIS OLE 
 PAINTING
 Interior & Exterior Drywall,
 Staining, Basements,
 Cabinets, Flooring, Decks,
 Kitchens & Wallpaper
 Call Dennis for Free Estimates
  586-786-0254586-786-0254

BOB DOWNEY 
PLUMBING

All Types of Plumbing Repairs
In Business 45 Years!

Licensed Master Plumber • 24 Hour Service
10% Senior Disc. • VISA/MC/Disc Accepted

(586) 775-2441

RESURRECTION Funeral Home
Rebecca Manzella, Manager

James Lambertus, Parish Member
www.resurrectionfuneralhome.com

Hayes Rd. at 18 Mile Rd.   412-3000

 Dr. Vasilios Gikas, D.O.
 “Welcoming New Patients”
 Beaumont Affiliated Physician
 www.silverpinedocs.com

 43455 Schoenherr Ste. 2
 53950 Van Dyke Avenue
 48801 Romeo Plank (586) 726-4823

586-445-6455 | WWW.JJROOFING.COM

PROVIDING QUALITY 
ROOFING SERVICES 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS.
Call J&J Roofing Today

Free Estimates

Contact Dave Polansky 
to place an ad today! 

dpolansky@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6326 

WASHER/DRYER 
REPAIR

G.E., Whirlpool,
Kenmore Specialist

(586) 791-4466
Call David Dressler

CUSTOM
HOME PAINTING

Interiors & Exteriors
Satisfaction Guaranteed

(586) 549-7819
Senior Discount

Developing Relationships 
That Last a Lifetime

Elder Law • Medicaid & VA Benefit PlanningElder Law • Medicaid & VA Benefit Planning
Estate Planning • Personal Injury  • Disability • Family LawEstate Planning • Personal Injury  • Disability • Family Law

 44444 Mound Rd. • Ste. 100
 Sterling Heights, MI 48314

 866-LAW-ELDR • 586-264-3756
Fax: 586-264-3783 • www.smdalaw.com

10th

 
 AVOID
 PROBATE

LIVING TRUSTS / WILLS
FREE CONSULTATION

Charles Regan Shaw, P.L.C.
16950 19 Mile Rd. • Ste. 2

Clinton Township, MI
(586) 226-3805

Accepting New Patients!

Board Certified Pediatricians 
Providing Care for Patients from 
Birth to 21 Years.
46591 Romeo Plank, Ste. 205, Macomb

586-226-6250st. john pediatric associates
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Comprehensive healthcare for
the entire family. Same day sick

and Preventative Visits.

Isabella Scofield, MD
Cornerstone Romeo Plank
Family Medicine
Suite 200
Macomb
586-226-6100

medical group

ST. MARY
catholic school

Mt. cleMeNs

Preschool and Kindergarten 
through 8th Grade

2 Union Street, Mount Clemens
586-468-4570

www.stmarymtclemens.coman investment in your child’s future...

Paul R. Calcaterra
13650 E. Fifteen Mile Rd

Sterling Heights, MI 48312
 (586) 977-7300 www.bcfh.com

Direct: 586.431.0002
Office: 586.783.7888
Email: maryrose@realestateone.com

Mary Rose
Micallef-Olejniczak
President of Woman’s Council of Realtors:
 Lake Point Network 2019
Greater Rochester Chapter 2012-2014
ABR, E-Pro, Multi-Million Dollar Club
President’s Council of Excellence
Top Producer

Clinton-Aire
Healthcare Center

17001 Seventeen Mile Rd
Clinton Twp, MI 48038
(586) 286-7100
Dave Duffy 
Administrator

Owner & Manager

Serving our Communities Since 1927
www.kaulfuneralhome.com

TOTAL URGENTTOTAL URGENT
CARE, PLLCCARE, PLLC
18645 Canal Rd, Ste 3
Clinton Twp., MI 48038
586-267-5748

• Preventive Care
• Urgent Care
• DOT Physicals
• Drug Screening
• COVID Testing Services

 27830 Gratiot Ave. • Roseville 28433 Jefferson Ave. • St. Clair Shores 35201 Garfield Rd. • Clinton Twp.
 586.775.1911 586.775.2424 586.792.5000

Serving our Communities Since 1927
www.kaulfuneralhome.com

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
586-501-8479

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE 24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE
Licensed & Insured

Master PlumberSENIOR DISCOUNTS

ACS HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchen, Bath & Basement Remodeling
Ceramic Tile • Electrical/Plumbing

HANDICAP & DISABILITY ALTERATIONS
Licensed • Insured • EPA Certified

Call Tony     (586) 709-1802
acshomeimprove@gmail.com

Tamara A. Wilfinger
Licensed Insurance Agent

Health • Medicare • Life • Dental • Vision 
Accidents • Hospital • Recovery Care & more
Personalized Service • Finding the Coverage You Need

79 Macomb Place, Mt. Clemens 586.604.7632
www.wilfingerhealthandlife.com tammy@whl-mi.com

Call me at 586-604-7632 
for HELP with all 

your insurance needs

Medicare Annual Enrollment 
Oct 15th - Dec 7th

Call Me For Information & Enrollment

Guiding You through All Phases of Life
Trustworthy • Friendly • Knowledgeable

COMPLETE AUTO MOTIVE REPAIR 
& 24 HOUR TOWING

(586) 286-1357
16933 CANAL ROAD, CLINTON TOWNSHIP


