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MISSION STATEMENT�

We are a people called together by God and empowered by the Spirit to continue the mission 

 of Jesus on earth. We are a community of faith, hope and love, who strengthen and encourage 

one another and share a common mission of building the Kingdom of God. 

 

�

Vision Statement�

Committed to growing in faith together, guided by the Holy Spirit, we will be the hands of 

Jesus, continuing His work in our parish, community and the world. 

MASS SCHEDULE:�

�

Sat: 5:00 pm  �

�

Sun: 10:00 am�

�

Wed: TBD �

July 12, 2020 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Catholic Church 

STAFF:�

 

Director of Parish 

Life 

Sr. Janet Pewoski, 

CSJ 

 

Sacramental  

Minister 

Fr. Richard Jozwiak & 

Fr. Bert Gohm 

 

 

 

 

 

Music/Choir  

Director 

Roberta Conley 

 

 

Parish Secretary/

Bookkeeper 

Michelle Gombar 

CONNECT:�

�

Online: www.sjvsaginaw.org�

�

Facebook: St John Vianney�

�

Email: stjvianney64@aol.com�

�

Fax: (989) 790�1681�

�

Rectory: (989) 792�6582�

�
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Sister’s Corner 

Old Testament:  �

�

Isaiah 55: 10-11 

Because the Israelites were exiled in 

the pagan land of Babylon, the assur-

ing words that God had previously 

spoken to them now seemed empty. 

In today's passage, the prophet Isaiah 

will use an image from nature to de-

scribe how God's word always bears 

fruit and comes true no matter how 

unlikely it may seem. �

New Testament:  �

 

Romans 8: 18-23 

As we continue reading from 

the eighth chapter of Paul's 

letter to the Romans, he tells 

us that sin affected not only 

human beings but also all crea-

tion, and the coming of Christ 

had a healing effect on both. It 

is evident that Paul is not pes-

simistic about this world.�

Gospel:�

�

Matthew 13: 1-23 

The parable of the sower and the seed 

is this week’s Gospel.  During Jesus’ 

time, it was a very agricultural society, 

so Jesus often used images and figures 

of speech that the people could identi-

fy and find familiar.  The people, how-

ever, were looking for a Messiah war-

rior king and failed to understand 

many of the teachings of Jesus.�

Weekly Readings�

�

What have we been doing with all of our free time?  As I started to write this article, I realized that by July 

12

th

, nearly a month and a half of summer has flown by!  It is difficult to believe so much time has passed.  

Many of you have gotten all your “around the house/yard projects” done.�

Perhaps, you’ve caught up on your reading, favorite TV programs, and hopefully taken time for prayer.  Nor-

mally, as I prepare my bulletin article, I make a point to promote any up coming parish events, but those are 

few and far between:  Aug. 9

th

 our Confirmation and First Communion Celebration and Sept. 13

th

 a Parking 

Lot Mass and Tailgate Picnic.  The Diocese has sent word that The Big Raffle Drawing will be July 20

th

! (I 

hope you put your winning ticket in a safe place that you can find now!) Remember we were selling tickets in 

February and March.�

�

Remember the Saints!  When there is little news to share, I always turn to the Church calendar to see which 

Saints are being remembered.  If you have never read about the life of a saint, I encourage you to do so.  Their 

autobiographies which contain prayers and letters and biographies by others can be very inspiring.  Some did-

n’t get to have the luxury of time to write much, but reading about what they did and why and how they died 

can be very inspiring.  Most of us are familiar with the favorite saints of October:  The Little Flower, St. Fran-

cis of Assisi, and Teresa of Avila.  July has many saints: July 1 � St. Junipero Serra known for his missionary 

work up and down the coast of California. July 3 � St. Thomas, the Doubter, the only apostle to go outside the 

Roman Empire to evangelize. July 6 � St. Maria Goretti who was killed while resisting her rapist. She later 

appeared to him in prison to forgive him and beg him to turn to Christianity for mercy. July 9� St. Augustine 

Zhao Rong, a Chinese Diocesan priest, one of one hundred Catholic and Western missionaries martyred in 

China from 1648�1930.  July 11� St. Benedict (450�550) Father of Western Monasticism, patron saint of Eu-

rope, he attracted people by his spiritual way of life. He wrote the Benedictine Rule of life which is still basic 

to most religious congregations as well as his own. It was a rule of practical balance of prayer, work, commu-

nity and hospitality.  Treat each visitor like Christ.  July 14 � St. Kateri Tekakwitha (1657�1680) She died at 

the age of 24, the first native American to be canonized.  Hearing about Christ from Jesuit Missionaries, she 

chose to be a Christian at age seventeen.  Next week, I will highlight a few more of the saints honored in July.�

�

Reading, Meditating, Reflecting and Remembering all play a role in our spiritual journey.�

I encourage you to pick up a book about the life of one saint which will give you insight into their struggles, 

prayer and the Love of God.  You can also pick up a collection of short articles about several saints.  These 

short articles might lead you to desire to know about an individual saint.  The lives of the saints can be power-

ful inspiration for us.  We are all called to be saints. We are called to holiness.  You may be thinking: “I am a 

far cry from saint material.”  It might be helpful to know that most saints were acutely aware of their own sin-

fulness.  In fact, as people grow in their spiritual life, closer to God, they become more aware of their sinful-

ness.   Some years ago, I remember reading a book by a famous spiritual writer reflecting on her surprise at 

how so many decades later events of things she had said and done came to her conscious awareness that she 

had long forgotten. Now they surfaced, and she saw them for what they were: acts of selfishness, thoughtless-

ness, and hurt.  This is an opportunity to purify our memory. As they surface, we can ask forgiveness of God, 

of the person � living or deceased, and of ourselves.�
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Faith Formation & School in the Fall:  Well, we have Governor Whitmer’s guidelines for opening school in 

the fall, and we will pay attention to the local health department guidelines.�

Tentatively, we are poised to return in the fall and follow the recommendations of wearing face masks, seating 

students 6 ft. apart from each other and having catechists stand 6 ft. apart as well. Books, pencils, crayons per 

child will be contained in a large plastic bag for each child to avoid cross contamination. Sanitizer will be used 

before class, before a prepackaged snack & drink, and after.  Registration packets are due by August 1

st

.  

Classes begin Sept. 22 assuming all is a go.  Payment of fee is not due till Oct. 15

th

. �

�

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH EVENT   

Sunday, Nov. 1, 2020 (All Saints Day)  9:30 am - 8:30 pm 

Nouvel Catholic High School, Saginaw 

All high school age youth are invited to a one day event which will include lunch, dinner, breakout sessions, a 

concert, Mass with Bishop Gruss, adoration and more. Cost is $50 with scholarships available.�Registration 

forms are available in the parish office or online.�

 

WHAT IS WITNESS?    Witness is a 1-day youth event, hosted by the 

Diocese of Saginaw, for high schoolers, grades 9-12. Come join 

us! The day is packed with great content from our dynamic speak-

ers, games, music, Adoration, Mass, breakouts, meals, a concert, 

and lots more. Space is limited, so register soon! Registration 

forms available at church.  See you there.  

Week of  July 13 � July 18, 2020�

Mon: Is 1:10�17/Ps 50:8�9, 16bc�17, 21, 23/Mt 10:34�

11:1�

Tue: Is 7:1�9/Ps 48:2�3a, 3b�4, 5�6, 7�8/Mt 11:20�24�

Wed: Is 10:5�7, 13b�16/Ps 94:5�10, 14�15/Mt 11:25�27�

Thur: Is 26:7�9, 12, 16�19/Ps 102:13�14ab, 15�21/Mt 

11:28�30�

Fri: Is 38:1�6, 21�22, 7�8/Is 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 16 /Mt 

12:1�8�

Sat: Mi 2:1�5/Ps 10:1�2, 3�4, 7�8, 14/Mt 12:14�21�

Faith Formation�

Readings� On the Lighter Side�

Stewardship Message�

Focus on the Good�

�

When I was a child, my mother had a set of sculptures resembling three human heads. One head had hands 

over the ears, one had hands over the eyes, and one had hands over the mouth. Of course, they depicted the 

phrase, “Hear no evil; see no evil; speak no evil.” I have seen these images repeated many times since then, 

usually as the monkey heads from a Japanese proverb, which would have probably seemed a little less creepy 

to me when I was a small child. Apparently, there is no consensus about the full meaning or certain origin of 

these three images nor the phrase. At the very least, it causes us to reflect on the need to avoid evil and look 

for the good in things.�

�

As I have lived my life, I have come to believe there are more people who lives their lives in a contrary man-

ner to these images. It is not that they seek evil, but it is as if they “see no good, hear no good, and speak no 

good.” Gossiping is the way they pass the time, and they always seem to find the negative in people and situa-

tions. Being a good steward certainly means that we do not seek evil, but more than that, it means that we see 

the abundance of good things all around us. These gifts of God are big and little, profound and ordinary. By 

seeing the world in this way, we begin to change our personalities and our overall disposition. We always need 

to follow a new proverb: see all the good, hear all the good, and speak about the good. Amen.�

�

� � � � � � � � � � � � Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�
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Diocesan Information�

Parish Information�

Parking lot Mass now available at Cathedral  In addition to the regularly scheduled�10 

a.m. Sunday Mass celebrated inside the Cathedral of Mary of the Assumption in Saginaw, 

beginning Sunday, June 21, there also will be a 12:30 p.m. Mass celebrated in the Cathedral 

parking lot. The Cathedral is located at 615 Hoyt Ave. in Saginaw.�

The Eucharist will be distributed after Mass per the established diocesan protocols for Public 

Masses during the Covid19 pandemic.�All are welcome to attend, in particular those who 

may find it difficult to attend Mass at this time in the enclosed environment of a church 

building. �Sunday parking lot Mass will continue through Labor Day weekend, September 6. �

Weekly Bible Study for Youth with Father Adam Maher Father Maher serves as parochial vicar at Holy 

Apostles Parish in Ruth and St. Isidore Parish in Parisville. Father Maher also serves as diocesan assistant vo-

cation director and will soon serve as chaplain at Nouvel Catholic Central High School in 

Saginaw and Saginaw Valley State University.��

Use the link to join the online meeting (Thursday's at 7PM) : https://global.gotomeeting.com/

join/797760221.  You can also dial in using your phone. (For supported devices, tap a one�

touch number below to join instantly.)  United States: +1 (872) 240�3311  �  �

One�touch: tel:+18722403311,,797760221#   Access Code: 797�760�221.  �

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:��

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/797760221�

Lay Ministry Application Period Extended�

  Is God calling you to do more?� To let His light shine through you in service to others?� To learn more about 

your Catholic faith?� Do you feel a stirring in your heart to become a Commissioned/Missioned Lay Minister?�

  If you answered 'Yes!' to any of these questions, please contact Kellie Deming, Coordinator of Lay Ministry, 

at�kdeming@dioceseofsaginaw.org�or 989.797.6609 to set up a virtual meeting.� The application period for 

those wishing to enter the program in September of 2020 has been extended until July 31.�

Update on The Big Raffle!!��The Diocese of Saginaw has announced that the Big Raffle has been 

scheduled to occur on July 20th! �Because of the Current Covid Virus situation, it will be attended only by the 

Big Raffle Committee, but will be live streamed on the�Catholic Community Foundation of Mid�Michigan Fa-

cebook Page at NOON!. �The link to this Facebook Page is�www.facebook.com/pg/CCFMidMich� Wishing 

Good Luck to all SJV people! �Hopefully somebody from our parish will be a winner! �Support by SJV people 

for the Big Raffle was awesome. �The parish is a big winner. �Because of everyone's support we will receive 

$1,580. � As promised, this money will be used for our parish operations. �Thank you!!��

St. John Vianney Tailgate Picnic!�

September 13, 2020 �

10:00 am  Parking lot Mass �

(Be here by 9:45 am with your car parked facing the carport.)  

Pack your own picnic:  Lunch, beverage, paper products to be 

enjoyed at your car following the parking lot Mass.�

�

Social distancing needs to be maintained, bring your mask and sani-

tizer.  You will stay in your car during Mass.  When it’s time, you will 

exit your car to come up for communion. 
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15

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

Using the best seeds doesn’t always guarantee the best plants. An older Italian gentleman 

straight from Italy gave me these amazing tomato seeds that he claimed produced the best tomatoes ever grown. Without doubt, the 

fruit he shared with me was a testament to that fact. These tomatoes were amazing! I couldn’t wait until the next growing season to 

plant these seeds and harvest my own tomatoes. The whole experiment ended up a failure. I did everything the gentleman said, but 

my fruit didn’t even come close. What happened? At first I was perplexed, then some years later the light dawned. The problem was-

n’t the seeds, it was the soil!�

�

You cannot sow seeds in any old place and in a haphazard way and expect them to be at their best. It doesn’t work that way. Planting 

the seeds is the easiest part. Preparing the soil is the challenge. Tilling, mulching, enriching, and building up the nutrients are all re-

quired for good fruit. Then after the seeds are planted, more care is required in order to maintain that healthy, nutrient rich environ-

ment for those seeds to sprout, grow, and flourish. God happily 

sows the seeds of his Word. What do we do with them?�

�

If we expect to be a passive bystander and have good fruit magi-

cally grow, we are mistaken. Bearing the good fruit of God’s 

Word requires preparation and work. We have to cultivate the 

soil of our lives so that those seeds can find a proper home. This 

one thing alone takes a great deal of patience, time, and effort. 

What kind of preparation have we put into our lives so that we 

can be a recipient of God’s seed? It takes a great deal of soul�

searching and ego�checking to properly prepare. God is the ever 

faithful and persistent sower. If the seeds do not bear fruit the 

first time, God will come back time and time again, giving it an-

other try.�

�

If we have created a suitable bed for sowing, then once the seed 

is sown, we must properly maintain them. What is our mainte-

nance plan for the seeds of God’s Word? We need not only a 

source for water but a watering schedule. We need to weed, aer-

ate the soil, nurture the young plants, protect them, and provide 

proper nutrients. What does our spiritual maintenance plan look 

like? If we have done all things well, imagine what the seeds of 

God’s Word could produce in us!�

Health:�

Marcile, Carrie, Barbara, Joe, Maria, Charlotte, Dee, 

Julie, Pat, Arlene, John, Lisa, Evelyn, Cindy, Nancy, 

Alfred, Andy, Barb, Patrick, Andrew, Roxanne, 

Bob, Bruce, Sharon, Fred, Jill, Mildred, Maryann, 

Jim, Mike & Family, Rose, Dorothy, Ella, Becky, 

Bob, Mekenna, Nancy, Jeff, Kristin, Adriana, Art, 

Kaleb, Kevin, Mary, Bill, Butch, Gary, Kaferberger 

Family, Connor, Joseph, Chris, Kathy, Isabella, Bet-

ty, Tammy, Bob, Ken, Ellen, Joe, Karen, Audrey, 

Allsion, Regina, Debbie, Vel, Trish, Ray, Jasper, 

Sam, Maddison, Rockne, Tatiena, Cathy, Ksenija, 

Hadley, Janet, MaryEllen, Elvina, Tony, Mary, 

Sean, Evelyn, Mike, Kayla, Doris, Carolyn, Diane, 

Beth, Ted, Drew, Corinne, Sue, Mitchell�

Cancer:�

Daniel, Randy, Beryl, Jason, Rob-

ert, Yvonne, Alan, Terry, David, 

Marsha, Herrick, Jim, Don, Melis-

sa, Evelyn, Theresa, Steve, Charlie, 

Janine, Annette, Nicole, Marta, 

Richard, David, Karen, Sr. Elaine, 

Gary, Tony, Sue, Omar, Linda, 

Kim, Danny, Manny, Brenda, Ei-

leen, Lisa, Tammy, Marlene, Dick, 

Bill, Gerry, Brian, Sherry, Erin, 

Toni, Jason, Dottie, Sharon, Jen-

nifer, Dave, Jean, Pat, Cindy, Beth, 

Meredith, Donna, Bob, Dennis, 

Kent, Art, Ann, George, Joe, Bobbi�

Surgery/Help/Military:�

S: �

�

H: Andy, Christie, Carrie, Tim, 

Rechy, Judy, Family of Ella, 

Norman, Jennifer, Ryan, Jordan, 

Christian, Katrina, Jaime, Mary, 

Jean, Katy, Debra, Ken Kochany 

family�

�

M: Nicholas, Robert Zamora 

Army � Suzanne Nielsen, Chad 

Bailey  Navy � Nathan LaClair, 

Paul Lewis Air Force � Tom 

Czerwinski  �

Prayer Request�

Financial Stewardship Update�

Parish Support:   �

�

July 4/5, 2020  �

�

Collection………….    $ 6,256.00�

�

ACH ………………..   $ 2,450.00�

�

Thank you for continuing to 

support your parish during 

this time of uncertainty, your 

faith, love and support is 

greatly appreciated.�

Gospel Reflection�

�

“The House That Love is Building”  By Sarah Hart�

Amidst all that we have been going through these past many 

months, it is difficult to keep in mind that there is still so much 

love and hope out there. Check out her song on YouTube�

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dM69BAgvuXw �

 Or more on : https://www.sarahhart.com/ �

�

“Christ, Shine in Our Lives”  By Chris Muglia�

This song has a powerful and driving message: “Christ, be our 

light. Christ be our guide. Shine in your church. Shine in our 

lives” Check out his song on YouTube�

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=�vnwdrtwBwk �

�

“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” �

By Grosser Gott�arranged by Rick Modlin�

This traditional hymn was taken by Rick Modlin into a contempo-

rary setting with a wonderful and powerful bridge section! Check 

it out! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FARrp5BZx0A �

Requests call:  Sue Rapin 799�7588�

Music Ministry�



Your Pets are Part of our familY

7319 Tittabawassee Rd. Suite 2 • Saginaw

2919 Court St. • Saginaw
989-793-8650

www.paxsondental.com

Let us make your outdoors beautiful!
 3500 Wadsworth Road
 Saginaw, MI 48601
 Phone: 989-752-5625
 www.abelegreenhouse.com

 Serving the
 Saginaw Community
 Since 1888

Phone (989) 799-1151
2233 Hemmeter Road, Saginaw, MI 48603 (off State)

www.deislerfuneralhome.com

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

Sales
Installation

Repair
2835 Universal Drive

(989) 793-2942

DOOR SALES
SINCE 1939

Gary Humpert Ric Humpert
Saginaw Auto Collision Inc.

Full Warranty on All Work • Free Loaner
Complete Collision Repair Since 1968

4778 N. Michigan Ave., near Tittabawassee

989-755-4771

John J. VanDaele, D.V.M.
989-792-4800

BEYER ROOFING
Family owned & operated for over 61 years

Duro-last Single Ply Roof Systems
Commercial • Industrial

 6241 Sherman • Saginaw

 989-754-7741

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0260

Ph: 989-695-9135
5386 Garfield • Saginaw, MI 48603

pvondette@yahoo.com

Your Residential 
Specialists 

Licensed Builder
Fully Insured

ONDETTE
OOFING

FREE ESTIMATES

(989) 791-4515

3775 North Center
(Between Shattuck & McCarty)

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Paul D. Metevia • Brandon Hurren

Burials • Cremations
Life Celebrations • Advance Planning
NOW OPEN - RECENTLY REMODELED
1550 Midland Rd 
Between Gratiot & State 
Formerly Reitz-Herzberg

989-790-7334
www.skorupskis.com Plan Ahead. Plan Well.

Spencer & Chelsea 
Skorupski

Owners & Practicing 
Catholics

Experience the
Dobis Difference

Great Lakes Bay Region 
Premier Contractor!

We Make it Easy, One 
Company Does It All!

• Residential / Commercial
• Hardscaping
• Grounds Maintenance
• Sprinkler Systems
• Landscape Design
• Winter Services

 PO BOX 602 • FREELAND MI 989.695.2515

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 


