
6400 McCarty Road │ Saginaw, MI 48603 │ 989-790-5086 

MISSION STATEMENT�

We are a people called together by God and empowered by the Spirit to continue the mission 

 of Jesus on earth. We are a community of faith, hope and love, who strengthen and encourage 

one another and share a common mission of building the Kingdom of God. 

 

�

Vision Statement�

Committed to growing in faith together, guided by the Holy Spirit, we will be the hands of 

Jesus, continuing His work in our parish, community and the world. 

MASS SCHEDULE:�

�

Sat: 5:00 pm  �

Private confessions 4:00 pm-4:30 pm 

�

Sun: 10:00 am�

�

Wed: TBD �

August 23, 2020 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Catholic Church 

STAFF:�

 

Director of Parish 

Life 

Sr. Janet Pewoski, 

CSJ 

 

Sacramental  

Minister 

Fr. Richard Jozwiak & 

Fr. Bert Gohm 

 

 

 

 

 

Music/Choir  

Director 

Roberta Conley 

 

 

Parish Secretary/

Bookkeeper 

Michelle Gombar 

CONNECT:�

�

Online: www.sjvsaginaw.org�

�

Facebook: St John Vianney�

�

Email: stjvianney64@aol.com�

�

Fax: (989) 790�1681�

�

Rectory: (989) 792�6582�

�
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Sister’s Corner 

Old Testament:  �

�

Isaiah 22: 19-23 

In Jerusalem eight centuries before 

Christ, God spoke through the Prophet 

Isaiah who is told to address a problem. 

The "master of the palace" � the equiv-

alent of a secretary of state � was a man 

named Shebna. God says that he is to be 

demoted because he used this office for 

his own advantage. We will hear a de-

scription of the investiture of Shebna's 

successor, Eliakim.�

New Testament:  �

 

Romans 11: 33-36 

Today's reading concludes a part of 

Paul's letter to the Romans in which he 

agonizes over the fate of Jewish peo-

ple who have not accepted Christ. Paul 

simply leaves the matter in God's 

hands, and closes with a hymn that 

talks of the mysterious ways of Divine 

Providence. You will notice that the 

ending of this hymn is similar to the 

way we end every Eucharistic prayer.�

Gospel:�

�

Matthew 16: 13-20 

The reading has two closely related 

parts.  The first has Jesus asking the 

disciples who people say he is and 

their answers.  The second part of 

the reading is when Jesus, on hear-

ing Peter’s response, blesses Peter 

and promises him the keys of the 

kingdom.  This is the Church’s the-

ology for the Sacrament of Recon-

ciliation.�

Weekly Readings�

We are blessed to have a seminarian from our parish!  This is the first vocation to the priesthood in 40 

years from our parish.  St. John Vianney, our namesake and patron is also the patron saint of priests.  Charles 

Warner, son of Deacon Rick and Patty Warner, will be taking off to Sacred Heart Seminary on August 28

th

.  If 

you would like to send Charles off with a card, special prayers, or gift enclosure, please bring all cards etc. to 

the parish by August 23

rd

 for the 10 a.m. Mass.  Let’s show our support.�

   Saturday Private Confession from 4:00 � 4:30 p.m. has resumed.  Our sacramental minister will be 

available in one of the rooms 5 or 6 in the Gathering Area.  Wear your mask, please.�

   Sept. 13

th

 � St. John Vianney Parking Lot Mass and Tailgate Picnic:  Park your car by 9:45 a.m. facing 

the carport.  Pack all food and beverages and necessary utensils for eating in your car. Pack sanitizer, trash 

bag, and bring face masks for whenever you are outside your car or walking up for communion.  Bring lawn 

chairs for the picnic but maintain 6 ft. social distancing and use face masks if socializing near others.  Pack 

food to stay hot/cold in your car.�

   Sept. 16

th

 Support our Seminarians at the Bishop’s Annual Golf Outing.  There are two tee times: 8:00 

a.m. and 1:15 p.m.  Breakfast is at 7:00 a.m. and lunch and awards are between tees. Call to register 989�797�

6693 or email theinlein@dioceseofsaginaw.org. This event is located at Swan Valley Golf Club & Banquet 

Center, 9521 Highland Green Dr. Cost per golfer is $100.  Proceeds go to support the education of our semi-

narians.�

   Sept. 22 was intended to be our Faith Formation Start Date for on site classes. Registration Forms 

were due to Sr. Janet by August 1

st

.  If you have not yet sent in your registration form, please do so asap.  

Forms are available on line at the parish website www.sjvsaginaw.org. Copies are also available at the parish.  

Questions? Call Sister Janet at 989�790�5086.  Sister will be calling the families who have registered and con-

tacting catechists by the end of August to discuss how we will proceed as Saginaw Public is beginning in per-

son and Saginaw Township is beginning online and transitioning to in person by Oct. 6

th

.   Remember that 

Grade 1 and Grade 2 are the primary years we do the required sacramental preparation for Confirmation and 

Confession and First Communion.  �

   Little Things Make All the Difference!  I don’t know about you, but I know some people including myself 

have found the past five months at first demanding with all the online virtual meetings and paperwork for just 

in case stuff. Then the slower pace felt kinda relaxing; and then being the kind of person who likes to be busy 

planning and doing things, it felt kinda frustrating which led to feeling a bit down, with lots of time to review 

my entire life.  Remember the idea that our whole lives flash before us before we die. Well, I think that part is 

done already up to July 2020. So now it is time to make the best of the situation and simply do what we can as 

best we can however we can.  So I like to think of my favorite things and do some if possible.  I enjoy watch-

ing the antics of people’s pets and children on Pinterest short videos. I enjoy Cedric’s Friday night Best Home 

Videos on TV.  I have tried to cook or bake some things I like and to try some new recipes.  I don’t know why 

but I always cook chicken the same ole way, so this week I made it differently as chicken parmesan which I 

order out, but never have made at home. I like blueberry muffins and gingerbread hot out of the oven with ice 

cream or whip cream. I’ve taken time to re�read some spiritual classics and watch some inspirational pro-

grams.  I also enjoy calling friends and sending notes or cards to friends and some of our homebound. Some-

times I buy a single flower as a special treat. Look for the smiles of children and the understanding in the eyes 

of your family members.   Look for the little things in every day as gifts from God.�
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Our Children’s Program for K � Gr. 5 is scheduled to begin Sept. 22 on site.�

Sister Janet will be calling families and catechists by the end of August to discuss our future plans.  Registra-

tion forms are available online at the parish website  www.sjvsaginaw.org. Forms are also available at the par-

ish.  Remember that sacrament prep for Confirmation and First Communion usually take place during Grade 1 

and 2.  It is possible that we will be forced to do more by email than we like, but we will do what is necessary 

and safe for all.�

�

Other Options for Youth:�

Currently, Fr. Adam Maher has been conducting a Thursday evening class for Middle School, High School, 

and College students at 7:00 p.m.  When he is not able to conduct the class live with virtual interaction, he 

does record the lesson to be viewed later on YouTube.  Watch the parish bulletin or diocesan website for more 

information to stay tuned.  While he may have a small virtual group, he has over 200 people viewing his les-

sons.�

�

Adults: �

Please call the parish office for an appointment with Sr. Janet to discuss what is required for: Baptism, Mar-

riage, Annulment, or RCIA, or to complete sacraments.  Maybe you were baptized as a child, but never com-

pleted your sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist? Call 989�790�5086.�

Week of  Aug 24� Aug 29, 2020�

�

Mon: Rv 21:9b�14/Ps 145:10�13, 17�18/Jn 1:45�51�

Tue: 2 Thes 2:1�3a, 14�17/Ps 96:10, 11�13/Mt 23:23�26�

Wed: 2 Thes 3:6�10, 16�18/Ps 128:1�2, 4�5/Mt 23:27�32�

Thur: 1 Cor 1:1�9/Ps 145:2�7/Mt 24:42�51�

Fri: 1 Cor 1:17�25/Ps 33:1�2, 4�5, 10�11/Mt 25:1�13�

Sat: 1 Cor 1:26�31/Ps 71:1�4a, 5�6ab, 15ab, 17/Mk 6:17�29�

Faith Formation�

Readings�

The Choice of Stewardship�

�

What does it mean to be a good steward? Does it mean to be an active parishioner, or something more? Are we better 

stewards because we give more in terms of our money and time to our parish, or are we called to do even more than that?�

�

The truth is that stewardship is a way of life. We are not simply called to be active parishioners, but instead be active 

disciples all the time. In fact, what we learn to do in our parish should serve as preparation for the mission field of the 

world. What have we really done if we only act like disciples of Jesus Christ while we are assembled with others who 

claim to be the same?�

�

The choice before us is to give of ourselves in all aspects of our 

day and life. The call of Jesus will come in our everyday lives 

with our co�workers, family, and friends more often than it will 

within our parish community. First, if we can’t become good 

stewards when we are among those who proclaim Jesus as Lord, 

how will we be able to do so when we are with those who are non

�believers? Second, when our muscles of gratitude, generosity, 

and graciousness are strengthened within our parish community, 

we are more able to meet the challenges of this world. However, 

we do not become good stewards by accident. We must always 

choose to live this way. What will you choose?  �

�

� Tracy Earl Welliver �

On the Lighter Side�

Stewardship Message�
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Diocesan Information�

Parish Information�

Bishop Gruss�

Bishop's Charity Golf Classic  All are invited to join Bishop Gruss for a joy�filled day of fellowship that will 

help fund the education of our future priests.� All proceeds from the event�go to support seminarians�and vocation 

efforts�in the Diocese of Saginaw.�

�Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2020. Swan Valley Golf Club & Banquet Center, 9521 Highland Green Drive, Saginaw.  

$100/golfer; Scramble format with tee times in the morning and afternoon. Breakfast, lunch and awards for 

morning golfers 8 a.m. tee time.   Lunch, reception and awards for afternoon golfers  1:15 p.m. tee time�

St. John Vianney Tailgate Picnic!�

September 13, 2020 10:00 am  �

Parking lot Mass (Be here by 9:45 am with your car parked facing the carport.)  

Pack your own picnic:  Lunch, beverage, paper products to be en-

joyed at your car following the parking lot Mass.�

�

Social distancing needs to be maintained, bring your mask and sanitizer.  You will stay in your car dur-

ing Mass.  When it’s time, you will exit your car to come up for communion.�

The Most Rev. Robert D. Gruss, Bishop of Saginaw, is thrilled to announce that four men have been 

accepted as seminarians for the Catholic Diocese of Saginaw, doubling the number of �seminarians 

in the diocese. These men will spend the next six to nine years discerning a priestly vocation while 

studying at several seminaries across the country.�

The new seminarians include:�

Daniel Christe, 41 years old, Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish in Bay City. He will study at Sacred 

Heart Seminary in Wis. this fall.  Joshua High, 27 years old, St. Brigid of Kildare Parish in Midland. 

He will study at Sacred Heart Seminary in Mich. this fall.�

Jan Szwajnos, 31 years old, from Zakopane, Poland. He has been studying at Ss. Cyril & Methodius Seminary in Mich., and will 

spend a pastoral year in the Diocese of Saginaw. ��

Charles Warner, 29 years old, St. John Vianney Parish in Saginaw. He will study at Sacred Heart Seminary in Mich. this fall.�

The process of being accepted as a seminarian is a rigorous one. The initial discernment begins with a conversation and regular con-

tact with the diocesan vocation director and/or one's parish priest. Following review of one's calling and desire to pursue a priestly 

vocation, spiritual history, educational background and abilities, one begins the application process. The application itself is exten-

sive. Letters of recommendation are required. Applicants must submit to a physical and psychological evaluation and a criminal 

background check, they must attend safe environment training and be reviewed by a diocesan vocation committee. If recommended 

by the committee, the candidate meets with the Bishop who reviews all materials and decides whether or not the candidate will be 

accepted. Upon acceptance to the diocese as a seminarian, the candidate begins the process of applying to seminary. Throughout the 

next six to nine years, seminary education and formation takes place. There are continuous evaluations related to a candidate's spir-

itual, personal and educational development. Annual recommendations to continue in formation are made by the seminary and reaf-

firmed by the diocese up until ordination to the priesthood.�

Please continue to pray for all of our seminarians, including: Matthew Gembrowski, who is in theology year 2 of study at Mundelein 

Seminary in Ill. Jacob Hugo, who is in theology year 1 of study at Mundelein Seminary in Ill. John Sira who is in college studies 

year 4 of study at Sacred Heart Seminary in Mich. and Deacon Kevin Wojciechowski, who is in his last year of study and priestly 

formation at Sacred Heart Seminary in Mich.��

�

ONLINE GIVNING is now available thru our website.  Due to the pandemic the Diocese of Saginaw se-

cured a deal with an online giving company that allows each parish to offer online giving at a deep dis-

count.  If you have any questions please contact Michelle in the Parish office at 989�790�5086.�

Reflect, Refresh & Renew Virtual Evening of Prayer for Befrienders, Grief Facilitators, Pastoral Visitors, Compassionate Com-

panions and ALL who visit the Sick & Homebound Wednesday, September 9, 2020 6:30 p.m. �

Please plan to join us for a very special evening to reflect on your ministry during Covid�19 and to pray for refreshment and renewal 

as we move forward in these challenging times. Through the amazing technology of Virtual Meetings, we have the opportunity to 

gather, reflect, pray and support each other while following restrictions and safety precautions. If you are new to virtual meetings, 

we will help you connect! To register There is no fee to attend, however registration is required to receive the link to the online 

meeting, handouts and materials prior to the event. Contact Lori Becker at 989�797�6652 or lbecker@dioceseofsaginaw.org  Regis-

tration deadline is Monday, Sept. 7, 2020�
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21

st

 Sunday in Ordinary Time�

   The only way to know God is to love God. Our minds will never fully grasp the mystery of 

God, but our hearts and souls can learn to love the mystery. Years ago, when life had a more 

innocent quality to it, we believed what we were told or witnessed, unless there was direct evidence otherwise. This was especially 

true if the information came from someone in authority. In a sense, we were a bit more gullible on one hand but also more trusting on 

the other. The latter is an admirable quality that sadly can be eroded when we realize we have been duped. With education and tech-

nological advances, we find ourselves more skeptical and less likely to too quickly accept and believe what we see and hear.�

   For all of the good that social media can do, it can also easily distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a myriad other technological 

truths can add to, fabricate, and make even the non�existent seem real. It is amazing. How far do we allow this obviously justifiable 

skepticism to take us? Questioning and doubting are healthy elements of any good relationship as long as we don’t allow them to 

turn us away from a deeper experience of love and encounter. If we cannot get our minds around something or empirically justify or 

prove it, we tend to declare it a hoax, untrue, or unauthentic and walk away. The very same trust that can quickly be eroded is exactly 

what is essential for all of our relationships, especially our rela-

tionship with God. With all things and people that make a pro-

found claim on us, we have to trust in the absence of knowledge. 

Full self�investment involves plunging completely into the un-

known!�

   Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

Living God.” Peter came to this knowledge, which is not “head 

knowledge” because of the relationship he shared with Jesus and 

what God was able to reveal in and through that relationship. 

Peter simply “knew” because of love that this is who Jesus really 

is. The silent exchange of love between friends, and not an intel-

lectual exercise of the mind, brought Peter to this place. When we 

stop and think about it, there are many things in life that we simp-

ly know but do not completely understand. When someone sacri-

fices their own well�being for another, it may not make intellectu-

al sense when examined. But it makes a world of sense when it is 

carried out. The vastness of reality and an encounter with incom-

prehensible mystery all lead us to profound silence where we 

simply know something to be true. Have you trusted enough to 

allow your relationship with God to bring you to this place or are 

you still too skeptical? �

Health:�

Marcile, Carrie, Barbara, Joe, Maria, Charlotte, Dee, 

Julie, Arlene, Lisa, Cindy, Nancy, Alfred, Andy, Barb, 

Patrick, Andrew, Roxanne, Bob, Bruce, Sharon, Fred, 

Jill, Mildred, Maryann, Jim, Rose, Dorothy, Ella, 

Becky, Mekenna, Nancy, Jeff, Kristin, Adriana, Art, 

Kaleb, Butch, Gary, Connor, Joseph, Chris, Kathy, 

Isabella, Betty, Tammy, Bob, Ken, Ellen, Joe, Karen, 

Audrey, Allsion, Regina, Debbie, Vel, Trish, Ray, Jas-

per, Sam, Maddison, Tatiena, Janet, MaryEllen, Elvina, 

Tony, Sean, Mike, Kayla, Doris, Carolyn, Diane, Beth, 

Ted, Drew, Corinne, Sue, Mitchell, Bill, Terry, Savan-

nah, Rachel, Mary, Nick, Eric, Jen, Mark, Jeannie, 

Valerie, Mary Jane, Laura, Kevin, Kayla, Wally, Judy, 

Pat, John, Irene, Leo, Comingo, Marcello, Cathy, Hel-

ma, Jenny, Patty, Christine�

Cancer:�

Daniel, Randy, Beryl, Robert, 

Yvonne, Alan, Terry, Marsha, Her-

rick, Jim, Don, Melissa, Theresa, Ste-

ve, Charlie, Janine, Annette, Nicole, 

Marta, Richard, David, Karen, Sr. 

Elaine, Gary, Tony, Sue, Omar, Linda, 

Kim, Danny, Manny, Brenda, Eileen, 

Lisa, Tammy, Marlene, Dick, Bill, 

Gerry, Brian, Sherry, Erin, Toni, Ja-

son, Dottie, Sharon, Jennifer, Dave, 

Jean, Pat, Cindy, Beth, Meredith, 

Donna, Dennis, Kent, Art, Ann, 

George, Joe, Bobbi, Mel, Mike B, 

Gary, Ben, Vicky, Bob, Herrick, Lori, 

Judy, Evelyn�

Surgery/Help/Military:�

S: Sue, Steve�

�

H: Andy, Christie, Carrie, Tim, 

Rechy, Judy, Family of Ella, 

Norman, Jennifer, Ryan, Jordan, 

Christian, Katrina, Jaime, Mary, 

Jean, Katy, Debra, Ken Kochany 

family, Frances, Debi, Michelle, 

Joan, Sue, Mary, Clare, Christine�

�

M: Nicholas, Robert Zamora 

Army � Suzanne Nielsen, Chad 

Bailey  Navy � Nathan LaClair, 

Paul Lewis Air Force � Tom 

Czerwinski  �

Prayer Request�

Financial Stewardship Update�

Parish Support:   �

�

August 15/16, 2020  �

�

Collection………….    $ 5,910.00�

�

ACH ………………..   $   641.00�

�

Thank you for continuing to 

support your parish during 

this time of uncertainty, your 

faith, love and support is 

greatly appreciated.�

Gospel Reflection�

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK—DAILY UP-

DATES, PRAYERS, VIDEOS AND MORE 

 

St John Vianney 

https://www.facebook.com/St�John�

Vianney�108063042569485/  

 

 

St John Vianney Music Ministry 

https://www.facebook.com/St�John�

Vianney�Music�Ministry�

1640648122856311/  

 

JAM Jesus and Music Praise Band 

https://www.facebook.com/

JAMpraise/  

Requests call:  Sue Rapin 799�7588�

Music Ministry�



Your Pets are Part of our familY

7319 Tittabawassee Rd. Suite 2 • Saginaw

2919 Court St. • Saginaw
989-793-8650

www.paxsondental.com

Let us make your outdoors beautiful!
 3500 Wadsworth Road
 Saginaw, MI 48601
 Phone: 989-752-5625
 www.abelegreenhouse.com

 Serving the
 Saginaw Community
 Since 1888

Phone (989) 799-1151
2233 Hemmeter Road, Saginaw, MI 48603 (off State)

www.deislerfuneralhome.com

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

Sales
Installation

Repair
2835 Universal Drive

(989) 793-2942

DOOR SALES
SINCE 1939

Gary Humpert Ric Humpert
Saginaw Auto Collision Inc.

Full Warranty on All Work • Free Loaner
Complete Collision Repair Since 1968

4778 N. Michigan Ave., near Tittabawassee

989-755-4771

John J. VanDaele, D.V.M.
989-792-4800

BEYER ROOFING
Family owned & operated for over 61 years

Duro-last Single Ply Roof Systems
Commercial • Industrial

 6241 Sherman • Saginaw

 989-754-7741

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0260

Ph: 989-695-9135
5386 Garfield • Saginaw, MI 48603

pvondette@yahoo.com

Your Residential 
Specialists 

Licensed Builder
Fully Insured

ONDETTE
OOFING

FREE ESTIMATES

(989) 791-4515

3775 North Center
(Between Shattuck & McCarty)

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Paul D. Metevia • Brandon Hurren

Burials • Cremations
Life Celebrations • Advance Planning
NOW OPEN - RECENTLY REMODELED
1550 Midland Rd 
Between Gratiot & State 
Formerly Reitz-Herzberg

989-790-7334
www.skorupskis.com Plan Ahead. Plan Well.

Spencer & Chelsea 
Skorupski

Owners & Practicing 
Catholics

Experience the
Dobis Difference

Great Lakes Bay Region 
Premier Contractor!

We Make it Easy, One 
Company Does It All!

• Residential / Commercial
• Hardscaping
• Grounds Maintenance
• Sprinkler Systems
• Landscape Design
• Winter Services

 PO BOX 602 • FREELAND MI 989.695.2515

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 


