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MISSION STATEMENT�

We are a people called together by God and empowered by the Spirit to continue the mission 

 of Jesus on earth. We are a community of faith, hope and love, who strengthen and encourage 

one another and share a common mission of building the Kingdom of God. 

 

�

Vision Statement�

Committed to growing in faith together, guided by the Holy Spirit, we will be the hands of 

Jesus, continuing His work in our parish, community and the world. 

MASS SCHEDULE:�

�

Sat: 5:00 pm  �

Private confessions 4:00 pm-4:30 pm 

�

Sun: 10:00 am�

�

Wed: TBD �

September 13, 2020 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Catholic Church 

STAFF:�

 

Director of Parish 

Life 

Sr. Janet Pewoski, 

CSJ 

 

Sacramental  

Minister 

Fr. Richard Jozwiak & 

Fr. Bert Gohm 

 

 

 

 

 

Music/Choir  

Director 

Roberta Conley 

 

 

Parish Secretary/

Bookkeeper 

Michelle Gombar 

CONNECT:�

�

Online: www.sjvsaginaw.org�

�

Facebook: St John Vianney�

�

Email: stjvianney64@aol.com�

�

Fax: (989) 790�1681�

�

Rectory: (989) 792�6582�

�
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Sister’s Corner 

Old Testament:  �

�

Sirach 27: 30—28: 7 

The book of Sirach was written by 

a wise teacher who lived 200 

years before Christ. Sirach ran a 

school for young people in Jerusa-

lem. In today's section, he teaches 

his students the importance of for-

giveness.�

New Testament:  �

 

Romans 14: 7-9 

After dealing with the controversies 

which divided the early Christian 

community in Rome, Paul wrote 

about the need for tolerance and for 

sensitivity to the feelings of others. In 

today's passage, he points out that this 

affects our use of the gift of freedom.�

Gospel:�

�

Matthew 18: 21-35 

This Sunday’s Gospel is a description of 

how to settle disputes in the community of 

faith.  The theology and practice of for-

giveness have been essential components of 

Church life since the beginning.  However, 

the unforgiving servant is not only impris-

oned but will be tortured until he repays his 

debt.�

Weekly Readings�

    �

This is our Parking Lot Mass, Sunday, Sept. 13

th

 at 10 a.m. followed by a Do It Yourself Picnic Lunch 

that you’ve packed.  Park your cars by 9:45 a.m. facing the carport. Council Members will direct traffic and 

ask each car how many will be receiving communion and whether anyone needs us to bring it to them.  Most 

will walk up to the carport/altar area to receive Eucharist. Wear your masks. Bring hand sanitizer and safely 

pack food to stay hot/cold in your car. Bring lawn chairs if you wish for the picnic.  We will practice social 

distancing!�

    Dispensation from Sunday Obligation is extended through September.  Bishop Gruss will reinstate the 

Sunday obligation on October 1

st

.  “In doing so, I will be asking Catholics to, guided by Jesus and a well�

formed conscience, prayerfully make their own decision whether to attend Mass or keep the Sabbath holy at 

home.” For those who are sick, fearful, or vulnerable, it would not be a sin to stay home.  For more on his lat-

est article see the next issue of Faith Magazine. �

     We’ve always had homebound who worship at home.  I mentioned this last week in my article.  The el-

derly who are not able to get about, the sick who cannot go out in public, and even their caregivers who must 

remain home with them have not been able to attend Mass at church, but they do worship at home.  This is not 

new.  Those who are able to go out need to honestly discern their quality of health and whether it is safe or not 

safe for them to attend public worship.�

     Christ’s Mission Appeal (formerly CSA) is expected to be launched in October.  Some of you already 

have made your annual pledge/donation.  Thank you!  Bishop Gruss decided to delay launching this appeal 

given all the upheaval with Covid�19.  Bishop wants to stress the purpose of this collection which is to carry 

out the mission/work of Jesus.  We anticipate this appeal will be launched by mail in October.  Watch your 

mail.  �

     Thank you from our Seminarian Charles Warner:�

St. John Vianney Parishioners, Staff, Sister Janet,�

I very much appreciate and am grateful for the warm embrace the parish of St. John Vianney has given me. 

Your joy and excitement give me further peace with my decision/path. Thank you for your prayers, blessings, 

and support.  I am happy to call St. John Vianney my home parish. I know here at Sacred Heart Seminary, 

many people are excited to have more seminarians from the Diocese of Saginaw. Know that all monetary gifts 

received will be given to Christ’s Mission Appeal. Please keep me and all the seminarians and future voca-

tions in your prayers.�

God Bless!�

Charles�

     Spirit Sparkles with Sister (Fireside Chats) will be offered 

once a month, beginning in October.  Sr. Janet will offer a 10�15 

minute recorded presentation intended to highlight the life of the 

Spirit shining brightly in our midst.  You may email questions or 

comments to Sister at   jpewoski@csjoseph.org.   My hope is to 

brighten your days a little, to help us to get to know one another a 

little better, and to provide a visible presence to those who cannot 

go out in public or come to Mass.�
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Faith Formation Classes resume Oct. 13

th

 for Grades 1�2�3.  Classrooms will be sanitized before and after classes.  

Non�touch temperature checks will be administered before children, catechists, volunteers, parents may enter.  All 

books, pencils, crayons, glue sticks, shears will be stored in individual Ziplock bags for each student.  Trays will be used 

to hold all individual supplies in use by each child.  Face masks, 6 ft. social distancing, and hand sanitizer will be stand-

ard procedure. If you have not yet registered your child, forms are available on the parish website at 

www.sjvsaginaw.org. Please do NOT walk in without at least calling to register. Grades 1 and 2 are required for sacra-

ment preparation for children in Catholic Schools as well as public school.  Questions: 989�790�5086.�

�

Adult Enrichment:  Check with Cindy Shea if you are interested in a book discussion virtually or in person.  Check 

with Rose Langdon if you are interested in receiving The Genesis Method Training on becoming a conversationalist 

which leads to natural evangelization without knocking on doors.  Just be yourself, but keep your heart and mind attuned 

to the Holy Spirit.�

Several of us, including Sister, participated in the Genesis Method Training and found it powerful.�

�

Are You Interested in Becoming Catholic?  Individuals meet with Sr. Janet to discuss your interest, desire.  She will 

work with you to set up a mutually convenient schedule.  Call 989�790�5086.�

�

Seeking to Have a Child Baptized? Planning to Marry?  Seeking an Annulment? Call 989�790�5086 to make an 

appointment with Sister to discuss what is required. Marriage preparation requires a minimum of six months, preferably 

a year.  Do not rent a hall until you are sure the church is available for your desired date.  �

Week of  Sept 14 � Sept 19, 2020�

�

Mon: Nm 21:4b�9/Ps 78:1bc�2, 34�38/Phil 2:6�11/Jn 3:13�17�

Tue: 1 Cor 12:12�14, 27�31a/Ps 31:2, 3bcd�6, 15�16, 20/Jn 19:25�27 �

Wed: 1 Cor 12:31�13:13/Ps 33:2�5, 12, 22/Lk 7:31�35�

Thur: 1 Cor 15:1�11/Ps 118:1b�2, 16ab�17, 28/Lk 7:36�50�

Fri: 1 Cor 15:12�20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6�7, 8b, 15/Lk 8:1�3�

Sat: 1 Cor 15:35�37, 42�49/Ps 56:10c�14/Lk 8:4�15�

Faith Formation�

Readings�

Should I Stay or Should I Go?�

�

Life is not always easy on us and it can be hard to figure out the next step to take in our journey. We can even become 

immobilized by indecisiveness and fear about making the wrong move or choosing the incorrect path. I think of the 

song, Should I Stay, or Should I Go, as a mantra for many times in my life. Should I stay in this house, this job, or this 

car? Should I go here or there? When those times of decision surface, I usually turn to my wife, my friends, or even my 

children. Talking it out can help, and their perspectives give me more data to consider. When I lean on others to help me 

make a decision, it helps me become more confident in my choices.�

�

Discerning the will of God is not easy either. Rarely do we un-

derstand God’s calling clearly at first. God’s calling is always 

more easily discerned within a community of faithful disciples. 

Our stewardship way of life can suffer greatly if we refuse to al-

low others to assist us in the process of discernment. What gifts 

or talents are needed for the task at hand? Where do I fit best into 

God’s plan? Where is God leading me? No one should have to 

decide the answers to these questions alone. We need to always 

lean on the Body of Christ to help us see the path that God has 

laid before us. Without a little help along the journey, over time 

we might find ourselves stuck in the same place where we start-

ed.�

�

� Tracy Earl Welliver�

On the Lighter Side�

Stewardship Message�
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Diocesan Information�

Saginaw Right to Life Fundraiser is Oct. 2

nd  

Brian Cusack, Director for Right to Life of Michigan will be 

the keynote speaker.  Instead of a dinner, there will be bottled water and Patisserie cupcakes for attendees.�

Cost is $15 per person.  Tables will be socially distanced and folks seated 2 per table or  3�4 or 5 �6 for groups 

who are comfortable being seated together. The auction will include flags flown on US and Michigan Capitol 

buildings, gift certificates to Maple Grille and Westside Decorating and a quilt.  Doors open at 6:45 p.m. and 

the event begins at 7:00 p.m. You can call 799�4464 or email sagcountyrtl@yahoo.com to make reservations.  

Event will be held at St. Paul Lutheran School Gymnasium, 6100 Westside Saginaw Rd. in Bay City.  Reser-

vation forms are also available from the parish office.  Cost is $15 per person.  Payment is due by Sept. 25

th

.�

�

Generous University Scholarships & Opportunity for a Free College Visit:� Attention high school seniors!��Ave Ma-

ria University�(near Naples, FL) is offering the�Michigan Scholarship�($28,000�over 4 years) and the�Michigan Home-

school Scholarship�($36,000�over 4 years) to local Catholic students, making an authentic Catholic education truly af-

fordable.�Additional�institutional and federal aid are available. You are also invited to participate in the�2020 AMU 

Michigan Fly�In,�which is a�FREE college visit to AMU TH, Oct. 29 � SUN, Nov. 1,�including airfare, lodging, food, 

etc.� Limited spots available!� For more information or to apply for the Fly�In, visit�www.avemariafoundation.org.�

�

Live Virtual MIDWEEK Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience�

Work weekends? Retired? Know a priest or religious who would enjoy growing in their vocation? Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter is hosting a live virtual MIDWEEK experience Sept. 15�16.� Apply today for only $19 (priests/religious are 

free) with discount code Covid19 at�esharing.org.� Need a weekend date? Check out�wwme.org�for a listing of all live 

virtual experiences being offered.� Questions? Contact Andy & Jeanne Folfas at 937�886�5196.�

Community Events�

�

ONLINE GIVNING is now available thru our website.  Due to the pandemic the Diocese of Saginaw 

secured a deal with an online giving company that allows each parish to offer online giving at a deep dis-

count.  If you have any questions please contact Michelle in the Parish office at 989�790�5086.�

Parish Information�

Bishop's Charity Golf Classic  All are invited to join Bishop Gruss for a joy�filled day of fellowship 

that will help fund the education of our future priests.� All proceeds from the event�go to support semi-

narians�and vocation efforts�in the Diocese of Saginaw.�Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2020. Swan Valley Golf 

Club & Banquet Center, 9521 Highland Green Drive, Saginaw.  $100/golfer; Scramble format with tee 

times in the morning and afternoon. Breakfast, lunch and awards for morning golfers 8 a.m. tee time.   

Lunch, reception and awards for afternoon golfers  1:15 p.m. tee time�

MISA HISPANA, a bi�lingual celebration September 19, 2020 at 4 PM.  Most Reverend Robert D. Gruss, Bishop of Saginaw, and 

the Office of Hispanic Ministry invites you to participate, in person or online [�www.saginaw.org/cathedral�live], in a Bi�lingual 

Mass, Spanish and English, at the Cathedral of Mary of the Assumption at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 19, 2020. The Mass 

celebrates the rich traditions of our Hispanic communities. Due to Covid�19, seating will be limited. Tickets are not required for 

Mass and there is no charge. However, registration is required due to limited seating capacity. Go to this link to make a reserva-

tion:�http://bit.ly/hispanicmass.  Please contact Deacon Larry Gayton by phone (989) 797�6604 or 

email�lgayton@dioceseofsaginaw.org�for more information.  

On September 14, Bishop Gruss will celebrate a Mass of Atonement at the Cathedral of Mary of the Assumption in Saginaw at 6 

pm in sorrow for the victims of child abuse and neglect and in particular victims of child sexual abuse by clergy. While a limited 

number of individuals may register to attend this Mass (https://saginaw.org), the Mass will also be available by Livestream at�https://

saginaw.org/�cathedral�live�

If you are not available to attend, please join in the prayer of healing offered by the United State Conference of Catholic Bishops:�

�

A PRAYER FOR HEALING VICTIMS OF ABUSE God of endless love, ever caring, ever strong, always present, always just: 

You gave your only Son to save us by his blood on the cross. Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace, join to your own 

suffering the pain of all who have been hurt in body, mind, and spirit by those who betrayed the trust placed in 

them. Hear the cries of our brothers and sisters who have been gravely harmed, and the cries of those who love 

them. Soothe their restless hearts with hope, steady their shaken spirits with faith. Grant them justice for their 

cause, enlightened by your truth. Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts, heal your people’s wounds and transform bro-

kenness into wholeness. Grant us the courage and wisdom, humility and grace, to act with justice. Breathe wisdom 

into our prayers and labors. Grant that all harmed by abuse may find peace in justice. We ask this through Christ, 

our Lord. Amen.�
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24

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time       What right do we have to limit the amount and degree 

of forgiveness we show to others when we are so desperately in need of it ourselves? In not wanting someone who hurt us to down-

play or forget the gravity of their wrong, we cling to anger, resentment, and wrath as a way of maintaining control. It is a way to 

acknowledge and express our deep hurt. We fail to realize that in doing so we hold ourselves hostage to these destructive feelings 

and actually become mired in the bondage of sin. All we gain is further alienation from ourselves, others, and especially God. We are 

no longer free but tethered to all of this unresolved negativity. Don’t we really want to let it go? The fact is that we need to.�

   A good self�reflective posture will quickly show us that when the shoe is on the other foot and we are the ones in need of for-

giveness, we desire it above anything else. This is especially true with our relationship with God. It is hypocritical to want one thing 

for ourselves and something else for another. Yet, many act in precisely this way.�

   Perhaps we think that in offering forgiveness, even for the most grievous of wrongs, somehow excuses the person of their wrong 

and makes it almost acceptable. This is what makes revenge, retaliation, and punishment so attractive. We see forgiveness as being 

an eraser that easily wipes away the offense without consequence. Or, 

we may believe that in offering forgiveness I must somehow forget the 

wrong and open myself as a victim of even greater possible hurts in the 

future. In fact, forgiving my sister or brother of their wrongful actions 

or attitudes involves none of this. It does not erase anything or position 

me vulnerably as a doormat to be walked on. �

   Forgiveness is an act of freedom that restores honest dialogue, shares 

true, and heartfelt feelings and acknowledges the consequences of an 

action. It admits that the wrong has caused a hurt that must be healed 

and squarely positions responsibility on the offender. The act of for-

giveness recognizes our sinfulness and brokenness. It also admits that 

the most saintly among us is capable of doing very grave and deep 

harm to another person. It sees that we all can be victims of our pas-

sions and works in progress that deserve unlimited chances to get it 

right. With forgiveness, I release myself from the bonds of negativity 

and pursue a path of restoration, wholeness, and healing. I do not for-

get the wrong nor do I dismiss it. Sometimes, we have to stay far away 

from the one who hurt us. But we can still heal internally and be free.�

  For the one who wants to be forgiven and the one who needs offer 

forgiveness, the journey can be an adventure in learning what brought 

us to this place and what is needed to move forward. This is exactly 

how God treats us. Why would we not want to do the same for others?�

Health:�

Marcile, Carrie, Barbara, Joe, Maria, Charlotte, Dee, 

Julie, Arlene, Lisa, Cindy, Nancy, Alfred, Andy, Barb, 

Patrick, Andrew, Roxanne, Bob, Bruce, Sharon, Fred, 

Jill, Mildred, Maryann, Jim, Rose, Dorothy, Ella, 

Becky, Mekenna, Nancy, Jeff, Kristin, Adriana, Art, 

Kaleb, Butch, Gary, Connor, Joseph, Chris, Kathy, Isa-

bella, Betty, Tammy, Bob, Ken, Ellen, Joe, Karen, 

Audrey, Allsion, Regina, Debbie, Vel, Trish, Ray, Jas-

per, Sam, Maddison, Tatiena, Janet, MaryEllen, Elvina, 

Tony, Sean, Mike, Kayla, Doris, Carolyn, Diane, Beth, 

Ted, Drew, Corinne, Sue, Mitchell, Bill, Terry, Savan-

nah, Rachel, Mary, Nick, Eric, Jen, Mark, Jeannie, Va-

lerie, Mary Jane, Laura, Kevin, Kayla, Wally, Judy, Pat, 

John, Irene, Leo, Comingo, Marcello, Cathy, Helma, 

Jenny, Patty, Christine, Gloria, Marcella, Dorothy, Ad-

am, Donna�

Cancer:�

Daniel, Randy, Beryl, Robert, 

Yvonne, Alan, Terry, Marsha, Her-

rick, Jim, Don, Melissa, Theresa, Ste-

ve, Charlie, Janine, Annette, Nicole, 

Marta, Richard, David, Karen, Sr. 

Elaine, Gary, Tony, Sue, Omar, Lin-

da, Kim, Danny, Manny, Brenda, 

Eileen, Lisa, Tammy, Marlene, Dick, 

Bill, Gerry, Brian, Sherry, Erin, Toni, 

Jason, Dottie, Sharon, Jennifer, Dave, 

Jean, Pat, Cindy, Beth, Meredith, 

Donna, Dennis, Kent, Art, Ann, 

George, Joe, Bobbi, Mel, Mike B, 

Gary, Ben, Vicky, Bob, Herrick, Lori, 

Judy, Evelyn, Jack�

Surgery/Help/Military:�

S: Sue, Steve, Keith�

�

H: Andy, Christie, Carrie, Tim, 

Rechy, Judy, Family of Ella, Nor-

man, Jennifer, Ryan, Jordan, 

Christian, Katrina, Jaime, Mary, 

Jean, Katy, Debra, Ken Kochany 

family, Frances, Debi, Michelle, 

Joan, Sue, Mary, Clare, Christine, 

Connie�

�

M: Nicholas, Robert Zamora Ar-

my � Suzanne Nielsen, Chad Bai-

ley  Navy � Nathan LaClair, Paul 

Lewis, Josh Geese Air Force � 

Tom Czerwinski  �

Prayer Request�

Financial Stewardship Update�

Parish Support:   �

�

September 5/6, 2020  �

�

Collection………….    $ 6,844.00�

�

ACH ………………..   $ 2,011.00�

�

Thank you for continuing to 

support your parish during 

this time of uncertainty, your 

faith, love and support is 

greatly appreciated.�

Gospel Reflection�

GREAT RESOURCES FOR ENRICHING YOUR FAITH�

�

I know that many of you already follow The Catholic Dio-

cese of Saginaw who offers SO MUCH for you to tap into!  

If you haven’t ??  Check them out: www.saginaw.org Daily  

Live Masses!  Inspirational Messages from Bishop Gruss, 

Faith Enrichment experiences�

�

OCP (Oregon Catholic Press) Resources for home!  �

https://www.ocp.org/en�us/blog/entry/resources�from�home �

Here is an amazing resource that will link you to Masses:�

With OCP artists like:�

Carey Landry, Curtis Stephen, Timothy Smith, Josh 

Blakesley�

Live Masses from: ROME and many other cities as well as 

Spanish Masses !�

�

Prayer Resources, Daily Scripture�

Music and Inspiration, Liturgy Podcasts�

Requests call:  Sue Rapin 799�7588�

Music Ministry�



Your Pets are Part of our familY

7319 Tittabawassee Rd. Suite 2 • Saginaw

2919 Court St. • Saginaw
989-793-8650

www.paxsondental.com

Let us make your outdoors beautiful!
 3500 Wadsworth Road
 Saginaw, MI 48601
 Phone: 989-752-5625
 www.abelegreenhouse.com

 Serving the
 Saginaw Community
 Since 1888

Phone (989) 799-1151
2233 Hemmeter Road, Saginaw, MI 48603 (off State)

www.deislerfuneralhome.com

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

Sales
Installation

Repair
2835 Universal Drive

(989) 793-2942

DOOR SALES
SINCE 1939

Gary Humpert Ric Humpert
Saginaw Auto Collision Inc.

Full Warranty on All Work • Free Loaner
Complete Collision Repair Since 1968

4778 N. Michigan Ave., near Tittabawassee

989-755-4771

John J. VanDaele, D.V.M.
989-792-4800

BEYER ROOFING
Family owned & operated for over 61 years

Duro-last Single Ply Roof Systems
Commercial • Industrial

 6241 Sherman • Saginaw

 989-754-7741

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0260

Ph: 989-695-9135
5386 Garfield • Saginaw, MI 48603

pvondette@yahoo.com

Your Residential 
Specialists 

Licensed Builder
Fully Insured

ONDETTE
OOFING

FREE ESTIMATES

(989) 791-4515

3775 North Center
(Between Shattuck & McCarty)

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Paul D. Metevia • Brandon Hurren

Burials • Cremations
Life Celebrations • Advance Planning
NOW OPEN - RECENTLY REMODELED
1550 Midland Rd 
Between Gratiot & State 
Formerly Reitz-Herzberg

989-790-7334
www.skorupskis.com Plan Ahead. Plan Well.

Spencer & Chelsea 
Skorupski

Owners & Practicing 
Catholics

Experience the
Dobis Difference

Great Lakes Bay Region 
Premier Contractor!

We Make it Easy, One 
Company Does It All!

• Residential / Commercial
• Hardscaping
• Grounds Maintenance
• Sprinkler Systems
• Landscape Design
• Winter Services

 PO BOX 602 • FREELAND MI 989.695.2515

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 


