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MISSION STATEMENT�

We are a people called together by God and empowered by the Spirit to continue the mission 

 of Jesus on earth. We are a community of faith, hope and love, who strengthen and encourage 

one another and share a common mission of building the Kingdom of God. 

 

�

Vision Statement�

Committed to growing in faith together, guided by the Holy Spirit, we will be the hands of 

Jesus, continuing His work in our parish, community and the world. 

MASS SCHEDULE:�

�

Sat: 5:00 pm  �

Private confessions 4:00 pm-4:30 pm 

�

Sun: 10:00 am�

�

Wed: TBD �

September 20, 2020 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Catholic Church 

STAFF:�

 

Director of Parish 

Life 

Sr. Janet Pewoski, 

CSJ 

 

Sacramental  

Minister 

Fr. Richard Jozwiak & 

Fr. Bert Gohm 

 

 

 

 

 

Music/Choir  

Director 

Roberta Conley 

 

 

Parish Secretary/

Bookkeeper 

Michelle Gombar 

CONNECT:�

�

Online: www.sjvsaginaw.org�

�

Facebook: St John Vianney�

�

Email: stjvianney64@aol.com�

�

Fax: (989) 790�1681�

�

Rectory: (989) 792�6582�

�
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Sister’s Corner 

Old Testament:  �

�

Isaiah 55: 6-9 

The prophetic words in today's reading 

were spoken during the Israelites' exile 

in Babylon. Earlier, the prophet had pro-

claimed that God was looking mercifully 

upon them and would soon free them. In 

today's reading, the prophet points out 

that they now have a window of oppor-

tunity and should take advantage of 

God's willingness to forgive.�

New Testament:  �

 

Philippians 1: 20c-24, 27a 

For the next four weeks, our second read-

ing will be taken from Paul's letter to the 

Philippians. When Paul wrote this letter, 

he was in prison for preaching the Gos-

pel, and he faced the possibility of execu-

tion. A person in those circumstances 

tends to think long thoughts about death, 

and death is what Paul is wrestling with 

in today's passage.�

Gospel:�

�

Matthew 20: 1-16a 

Since this parable was first spoken and heard 

by people of faith, there have been debates 

between those who think that we earn God’s 

grace and love and those who think that 

God’s grace and love are gifts that cannot be 

earned, no matter how much or how good our 

work.  The parable tells us that we do not earn 

God’s grace and love because God is love and 

wants to be generous.�

Weekly Readings�

    Prayers for The Season of Creation continue (Sept. 1 � Oct. 4)  Over 2.2 billion Christians in an ecu-

menical movement including six continents have united to celebrate this Season of Creation.  Pope Francis 

officially encouraged Catholics to embrace this effort in 2015.  During this time we renew our relationship 

with our Creator and all creation through repenting, repairing, and rejoicing together.  This is our time to con-

nect with our Creator on a deeper, more intentional level.  Over the years, groups have offered prayer services, 

led climate strikes, planted trees, and found ways to grow and provide sustainable food.  The theme for 2020 

is Jubilee of Earth.  What can we ask corporations and industry to do to save our climate, our planet, a place 

for our children and grandchildren?  What can we do in our homes to reduce waste, trash and recycle?  If you 

could not have good, clear drinking water, what would you do?�

We cannot survive without water.  Pollution is destroying our beautiful world.  Take a quiet walk on a warm 

or cool day, enjoy the warmth of the sun, the breeze upon your face.  Listen to the sounds of nature all around 

you.  Look for the little creatures, birds, squirrels, flowers, and your neighbors’ pets. Thank God for all of 

them.  Consider what you can do to help care for the world.�

     Saginaw County Right to Life Event will be Friday, Oct. 2 at St. Paul Lutheran School Gymnasium, 

6100 Westside Saginaw Rd. in Bay City.  Doors open at 6:45 p.m.  Event begins at 7 p.m. The keynote speak-

er will be Brian Cusack from Right to Life of Michigan who will share his moving personal testimony.  Tables 

will be set for social distancing. People will be seated 2, 3�4, 5�6 people as folks feel comfortable.  Ticket 

prices are $15 a person.  There is not a dinner.  Instead, bottled water and patisserie cupcakes will be provided 

to take home.  An auction will include flags flown on the U.S. and Michigan Capitol buildings, gift certificates 

to Maple Grille and Westside Decorating, and a quilt.  If you cannot attend, a donation would be appreciated.�

Call 799�4464 or email sagcountyrtl@yahoo.com. Payment is due by Sept. 25

th

.�

     Sept. 23

rd

 Wednesday Noon Mass resumes.  Remember to wear a mask prior to entering the building and 

use hand sanitizer before entering the worship space.  In your pocket, bring your wallet/ID, car keys, and 

Kleenex.  Do not bring purses, bags, water bottles into the building.  We are trying to minimize any contami-

nation.  Those who are afraid to attend on weekends might feel a bit more at ease on the weekday as our 

Wednesday Masses usually averaged about 20 people.�

     Private Confession is available on Saturdays from 4:00 � 4:30 p.m.  Our priests are using rooms 5 or 6 

off the Gathering Area because they provide more space for social distancing.�

     Fall Mailing will be coming in late September to registered parishioners.  If you are not registered, 

please fill out a registration form from the packet at the Kiosk in the Gathering Area.�

     We did it!  Parking Lot Mass and Independent Tailgate Picnic was last weekend.  I prayed the weather 

man would be wrong or early showers meant 4 a.m. not 9 � 12!  A big thanks to Roberta for orchestrating all 

the technical aspects plus the music, to Mike for helping with set up, and thanks to all who helped with park-

ing and handouts.�

      Spirit Sparkles with Sister (fireside chats) begin in October.  Sis-

ter will provide a 10 � 15 minute recorded message once a month.  You 

may email questions or comments to her at jpewoski@csjoseph.org. 

Roberta will be assisting with her technical skills and posting these 

chats on Facebook.  It is my hope that this will help us get to know each 

other a bit better and cut through the Covid divide.�
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�

Catechetical Sunday:  Today, we customarily honor, bless, and commission our catechists.�

Due to Covid�19, many may not be able to attend at this time.  We are planning to begin our onsite classes on Oct. 13, 

Tuesday from 5:30 � 7:00 p.m.   This year our classes are limited to Grades 1, 2, and 3.  I would like to thank the follow-

ing people for volunteering their services.�

�

Receptionist/Substitute               Mitzi Murphy                  Janet Smekar                        Kay Smekar�

Catechist         Gr. 1�Sarah Shemanski         Gr. 2� Ray Hausbeck                Gr. 3�Sr. Janet/Lucy Galus�

�

The theme for Catechetical Sunday 2020 is “I have received from the Lord what I also handed on to you.”   This is an 

invitation to a whole new life given by Christ.” (St. Paul 1 Corinthians 15)�

�

�

Adult Faith Formation�

�

Families seeking Baptism, Marriage Preparation, RCIA (preparation to become Catholic), or an Annulment, 

should contact Sister Janet for an appointment to discuss what is required. Those planning to marry must contact 

the parish at least six months in advance and preferably a year in advance.  Do not rent a hall until you know if the 

church is available on your desired date. �

�

Book Discussions, Bible Study or Faith Sharing, and the Genesis Method are some wonderful options for small 

group faith formation.  Watch the fall parish mailing, bulletins, and Facebook page for more information on up�coming 

offerings.  Contact Cindy Shea for Books and Bible Study/Faith Sharing.  Contact Rose Langdon for the Genesis Meth-

od. �

�

Spirit Sparkles with Sister (fireside chats) may also provide a short enrichment for you.�

These will be offered once a month and begin in October.  Watch for them on Facebook.  If you’d like to send comments 

or questions to Sister, you may call her at 989�790�5086 or email her at jpewoski@csjoseph.org. �

Week of  Sept 21 � Sept 26, 2020�

�

Mon: Eph 4:1�7, 11�13/Ps 19:2�5/Mt 9:9�13�

Tue: Prv 21:1�6, 10�13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34�35, 44/Lk 8:19�21�

Wed: Prv 30:5�9/Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163/Lk 9:1�6�

Thur: Eccl 1:2�11/Ps 90:3�6, 12�14, 17bc/Lk 9:7�9�

Fri: Eccl 3:1�11/Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3�4/Lk 9:18�22�

Sat: Eccl 11:9�12:8/Ps 90:3�6, 12�14, 17/Lk 9:43b�45�

Faith Formation�

Readings�

Stewardship Message�

Be Sure to Look the Part�

�

I used to coach my oldest son in soccer when he was younger. As he got older, he would go to tryouts for select and high school 

teams. I was no longer the coach, but I always shared with him one piece of 

advice before any tryout: Be sure to look the part. I told him that if he 

showed up looking like a soccer player, there was an increased chance of 

him being seen as a soccer player. If he showed up looking like a kid that 

plays soccer in video games as opposed to the real thing, he might not be 

taken seriously. As he grew older, that same advice was then applied to get-

ting a job. It’s advice I have heeded myself all my life. You can even say it 

is like another common phrase: “Fake it till you make it.” �

�

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we certainly do not want to fake it, but we do 

need to look the part. The world looks at those of us who proclaim to be 

Christians to see if there is anything to this way of life. If they see us look-

ing and acting like people transformed by Jesus Christ, they will be more 

likely to take Christianity seriously. If they look at us and see nothing differ-

ent, then they can easily conclude that there is nothing different about Jesus 

Christ. He just becomes simply another religious figure of history. Can the 

world see the power of Christ in you? How will do you look the part?�

� � � � �      � Tracy Earl Welliver�

On the Lighter Side�
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Diocesan Information�

Saginaw Right to Life Fundraiser is Oct. 2

nd  

Brian Cusack, Director for Right to Life of Michigan will be the keynote speaker.  

Instead of a dinner, there will be bottled water and Patisserie cupcakes for attendees.�

Cost is $15 per person.  Tables will be socially distanced and folks seated 2 per table or  3�4 or 5 �6 for groups who are comfortable 

being seated together. The auction will include flags flown on US and Michigan Capitol buildings, gift certificates to Maple Grille 

and Westside Decorating and a quilt.  Doors open at 6:45 p.m. and the event begins at 7:00 p.m. You can call 799�4464 or email 

sagcountyrtl@yahoo.com to make reservations.  Event will be held at St. Paul Lutheran School Gymnasium, 6100 Westside Saginaw 

Rd. in Bay City.  Reservation forms are also available from the parish office.  Cost is $15 per person.  Payment is due by Sept. 25

th

.�

�

Generous University Scholarships & Opportunity for a Free College Visit:� Attention high school seniors!��Ave Maria Universi-

ty�(near Naples, FL) is offering the�Michigan Scholarship�($28,000�over 4 years) and the�Michigan Homeschool Scholar-

ship�($36,000�over 4 years) to local Catholic students, making an authentic Catholic education truly affordable. Addition-

al�institutional and federal aid are available. You are also invited to participate in the�2020 AMU Michigan Fly�In,�which is a�FREE 

college visit to AMU TH, Oct. 29 � SUN, Nov. 1,�including airfare, lodging, food, etc.� Limited spots available!� For more infor-

mation or to apply for the Fly�In, visit�www.avemariafoundation.org.�

Community Events�

�

ONLINE GIVNING is now available thru our website.  Due to the pandemic the Diocese of Saginaw se-

cured a deal with an online giving company that allows each parish to offer online giving at a deep dis-

count.  If you have any questions please contact Michelle in the Parish office at 989�790�5086.�

Parish Information�

Next week, September 21�23, the priests of the Diocese will be gathered with Bishop Gruss for our Assembly of Priests.  Because 

of the COVID�19 pandemic, the priests will be gathering either on�line or at the Center for Ministry.  This year, our presenter will be 

the Spitzer Group and will be a follow�up from our last year’s assembly working on how to continue to work together as a presbyter-

ate and to be effective together for our diocese.  Even though they are going to be close to home, they will still be “away” from the 

parish and unable to attend to funerals and the like.   We ask that you keep Bishop Gruss and the priests of the diocese in your pray-

ers this week. �

Digging Deeper into Christ: Gratitude in a Pandemic  Fr. Andy LaFramboise�

How have you been blessed during this pandemic?  It has been hard for all, some more than others. Yet, it is also true that the Lord 

continues to rain down gifts even in the midst of it.  I asked my sister how her family has been blessed through it. She said the gift of 

more time has been wonderful. Evenings are free for a family game night, a movie or a walk around the block. She said despite all of 

the unknown, they have chosen to live in joy and hope, inspired by the words from the First Letter of John, “Perfect love casts out 

fear” (1 John 4:18).�

Rediscovering God's Gifts�

Many of you can probably attest to a similar experience. This pandemic has helped shed light on what is most important. Hopefully, 

when we return to “normal,” some of these rediscovered gifts might continue to be present.  When we receive a gift, we are grateful, 

full of joy and surprise. A child unwrapping a Christmas or a birthday present is a great visual for this. Over time, our gifts seem to 

lose their “gift” status and no longer bring us the joy and surprise that we had.  But is there ever a time when a spouse or a child is 

not a gift? Is there ever a time when our life is not a gift? Is there ever a time when Jesus is not a gift? Is there ever a time when our 

faith and the sacraments are not gifts?  Perhaps one of the graces of these days is that the Lord is able to remind us of something very 

basic: “Look at the gifts I have given you. Have a renewed sense of wonder and joy at them.”  The Eucharist is the source and sum-

mit of our faith. The word�eucharist�means thanksgiving. If we wish our families to be kindling for the fire of God’s love, if we wish 

them to live out their identity as a domestic Church, then thanksgiving must be a focal point of everyday life.�

Witnesses of Gratitude�

How can we be witnesses of gratitude? First, St. Paul tells us, “Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances, for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thessalonians 5:16�18).  Do I give thanks in all circumstances? Even in the midst 

of a pandemic?  I encourage you to reflect on how the Lord has blessed you during these days. Be grateful to God and praise his 

name. This opens your heart to joy.  Second, be specific in your gratitude. This is the sign of a maturing faith. Write down in your 

prayer journal how God is blessing you, or share aloud with a family member what Jesus did for you today.  Third, love Jesus truly 

present in the Eucharist. Jesus is the One who is eternally grateful to the Father. If we want to imitate him, then our lives must too be 

constituted by gratitude.�

Dig Deeply into Christ�

I am reminded of a reflection from St. John of the Cross: “We must then dig deeply in Christ. He is like a rich mine with many pock-

ets containing treasures: however deep we dig we will never find their end or their limit…The soul cannot enter into these treasures, 

nor attain them, unless it first crosses into and enters the thicket of suffering.”  To dig deeper into Christ, to find the treasures that are 

waiting to be unearthed, we need to go through the thicket of the cross. We can focus on the thicket� or, with courage and trust, we 

can go through it and find the treasure: Jesus himself.�

Practicing Thanksgiving Daily�

REFLECT:�Prayerfully consider the ways God has blessed you. Ask for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you acknowledge God’s gifts.�

NAME SPECIFIC BLESSINGS:�Write them in your prayer journal or share them aloud with a family member or friend.�

THANK GOD:�Praise God and give him thanks for these blessings.�

CARRY YOUR THANKFULNESS EVERYWHERE:�In particular, bring your gratitude to Jesus in the Eucharist.�
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25

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time�

   If I work for five hours, I expect to get paid for five hours. If I work for two, I expect to get 

paid for two. What if we worked for a company that paid everyone the same amount regard-

less of how long they worked? How would we feel going home with the same pay for working 

eight hours as my co�worker did for working only two hours? Secular wisdom would have a 

huge problem with this and a visit to the Labor Board would quickly pursue. But this is God’s 

wisdom and God’s ways.�

   We sometimes think that if we pray more, better, or more fervently and go over and above 

with the practice of our faith, God will somehow reward us and present us with some kind of 

merit badge. We are so wrong. Spiritual practices have only one true purpose: to deepen our love for God. In deepening our love for 

God, we also increase our ability to see God’s presence around us, living life more purposefully and contemplatively. What if God 

chooses to treat someone who has come on the scene of faith later in 

life the same as someone who has devoted their whole lives to it? Does 

it really matter? If we have the merit badge notion of faith, we can find 

ourselves feeling a little arrogant and even jealous of folks who have 

not followed the same path that we have. We can even see ourselves as 

the privileged few who have a corner on the faith and fully possess it.�

   That thinking doesn’t square with God. God is all about mercy in 

abundance and is ready to take anyone to himself regardless of when 

they come. He is only happy that they have come home and delights in 

their return. After all, if you really and truly love someone, does it 

matter what they will give you in return or what you receive as a bene-

fit? If relationships were assessed based upon productivity, they would 

lack authentic love. We invest too much self interest in our prayer and 

neglect to see it as an opportunity to pursue our Lover and deepen the 

intimate bond we have with God.�

   When we breathe our last, all that is of consequence is union with 

God. If my love for God is real, I am going to want to live the Gospel, 

abide by the commandments, practice my faith, forgive and love my 

neighbor, and care for the environment, regardless of how much time it 

takes or benefits me. We want God to think and behave as we do, and 

in doing so, we set ourselves up for disappointment. God has a totally 

different agenda and that’s okay.�

Health:�

Marcile, Carrie, Barbara, Joe, Maria, Charlotte, Dee, 

Julie, Arlene, Lisa, Cindy, Nancy, Alfred, Andy, Barb, 

Patrick, Andrew, Roxanne, Bob, Bruce, Sharon, Fred, 

Jill, Mildred, Maryann, Jim, Rose, Dorothy, Ella, 

Becky, Mekenna, Nancy, Jeff, Kristin, Adriana, Art, 

Kaleb, Butch, Gary, Connor, Joseph, Chris, Kathy, Isa-

bella, Betty, Tammy, Bob, Ken, Ellen, Joe, Karen, 

Audrey, Allsion, Regina, Debbie, Vel, Trish, Ray, Jas-

per, Sam, Maddison, Tatiena, Janet, MaryEllen, Elvina, 

Tony, Sean, Mike, Kayla, Doris, Carolyn, Diane, Beth, 

Ted, Drew, Corinne, Sue, Mitchell, Bill, Terry, Savan-

nah, Rachel, Mary, Nick, Eric, Jen, Mark, Jeannie, Va-

lerie, Mary Jane, Laura, Kevin, Kayla, Wally, Judy, Pat, 

John, Irene, Leo, Comingo, Marcello, Cathy, Helma, 

Jenny, Patty, Christine, Gloria, Marcella, Dorothy, Ad-

am, Donna, Marilyn, Clara �

Cancer:�

Daniel, Randy, Beryl, Robert, 

Yvonne, Alan, Terry, Marsha, Her-

rick, Jim, Don, Melissa, Theresa, Ste-

ve, Charlie, Janine, Annette, Nicole, 

Marta, Richard, David, Karen, Sr. 

Elaine, Gary, Tony, Sue, Omar, Lin-

da, Kim, Danny, Manny, Brenda, 

Eileen, Lisa, Tammy, Marlene, Dick, 

Bill, Gerry, Brian, Sherry, Erin, Toni, 

Jason, Dottie, Sharon, Jennifer, Dave, 

Jean, Pat, Cindy, Beth, Meredith, 

Donna, Dennis, Kent, Art, Ann, 

George, Joe, Bobbi, Mel, Mike B, 

Gary, Ben, Vicky, Bob, Herrick, Lori, 

Judy, Evelyn, Jack�

Surgery/Help/Military:�

S: Sue, Steve, Keith�

�

H: Andy, Christie, Carrie, Tim, 

Rechy, Judy, Family of Ella, Nor-

man, Jennifer, Ryan, Jordan, 

Christian, Katrina, Jaime, Mary, 

Jean, Katy, Debra, Ken Kochany 

family, Frances, Debi, Michelle, 

Joan, Sue, Mary, Clare, Christine, 

Connie, Lorraine, Oeming Family�

�

M: Nicholas, Robert Zamora Ar-

my � Suzanne Nielsen, Chad Bai-

ley  Navy � Nathan LaClair, Paul 

Lewis, Josh Geese Air Force � 

Tom Czerwinski  �

Prayer Request�

Financial Stewardship Update�

Parish Support:   �

�

September 12/13, 2020  �

�

Collection………….    $ 4,072.00�

�

ACH ………………..   $    641.00�

�

Thank you for continuing to 

support your parish during this 

time of uncertainty, your faith, 

love and support is greatly ap-

preciated.�

Gospel Reflection�

Musician’s Prayer�

Lord,�

Please bless our music,�

May it touch the heart of one’s soul.�

May using it to Glorify You, �

always be our goal.�

Let it be a constant reminder �

of the power of your love,�

and remind us that You are always�

watching from above.�

May others see the beauty on every�

note they hear,�

and when they hear our music,�

may they feel Your guidance in all �

that they do.�

And I pray that you’ll make our music�

an instrument�

for You.�

Requests call:  Sue Rapin 799�7588�

Music Ministry�



Your Pets are Part of our familY

7319 Tittabawassee Rd. Suite 2 • Saginaw

2919 Court St. • Saginaw
989-793-8650

www.paxsondental.com

Let us make your outdoors beautiful!
 3500 Wadsworth Road
 Saginaw, MI 48601
 Phone: 989-752-5625
 www.abelegreenhouse.com

 Serving the
 Saginaw Community
 Since 1888

Phone (989) 799-1151
2233 Hemmeter Road, Saginaw, MI 48603 (off State)

www.deislerfuneralhome.com

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

Sales
Installation

Repair
2835 Universal Drive

(989) 793-2942

DOOR SALES
SINCE 1939

Gary Humpert Ric Humpert
Saginaw Auto Collision Inc.

Full Warranty on All Work • Free Loaner
Complete Collision Repair Since 1968

4778 N. Michigan Ave., near Tittabawassee

989-755-4771

John J. VanDaele, D.V.M.
989-792-4800

BEYER ROOFING
Family owned & operated for over 61 years

Duro-last Single Ply Roof Systems
Commercial • Industrial

 6241 Sherman • Saginaw

 989-754-7741

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0260

Ph: 989-695-9135
5386 Garfield • Saginaw, MI 48603

pvondette@yahoo.com

Your Residential 
Specialists 

Licensed Builder
Fully Insured

ONDETTE
OOFING

FREE ESTIMATES

(989) 791-4515

3775 North Center
(Between Shattuck & McCarty)

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Paul D. Metevia • Brandon Hurren

Burials • Cremations
Life Celebrations • Advance Planning
NOW OPEN - RECENTLY REMODELED
1550 Midland Rd 
Between Gratiot & State 
Formerly Reitz-Herzberg

989-790-7334
www.skorupskis.com Plan Ahead. Plan Well.

Spencer & Chelsea 
Skorupski

Owners & Practicing 
Catholics

Experience the
Dobis Difference

Great Lakes Bay Region 
Premier Contractor!

We Make it Easy, One 
Company Does It All!

• Residential / Commercial
• Hardscaping
• Grounds Maintenance
• Sprinkler Systems
• Landscape Design
• Winter Services

 PO BOX 602 • FREELAND MI 989.695.2515

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 


