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MISSION STATEMENT�

We are a people called together by God and empowered by the Spirit to continue the mission 

 of Jesus on earth. We are a community of faith, hope and love, who strengthen and encourage 

one another and share a common mission of building the Kingdom of God. 

 

�

Vision Statement�

Committed to growing in faith together, guided by the Holy Spirit, we will be the hands of 

Jesus, continuing His work in our parish, community and the world. 

MASS SCHEDULE:�

�

Sat: 5:00 pm  �

Private confessions 4:00 pm-4:30 pm 

�

Sun: 10:00 am�

�

Wed: TBD �

September 27, 2020 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Catholic Church 

STAFF:�

 

Director of Parish 

Life 

Sr. Janet Pewoski, 

CSJ 

 

Sacramental  

Minister 

Fr. Richard Jozwiak & 

Fr. Bert Gohm 

 

 

 

 

 

Music/Choir  

Director 

Roberta Conley 

 

 

Parish Secretary/

Bookkeeper 

Michelle Gombar 

CONNECT:�

�

Online: www.sjvsaginaw.org�

�

Facebook: St John Vianney�

�

Email: stjvianney64@aol.com�

�

Fax: (989) 790�1681�

�

Rectory: (989) 792�6582�

�
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Sister’s Corner 

Old Testament:  �

�

Ezekiel 18: 25-28 

Ezekiel was an Old Testament prophet 

who ministered to the Jewish people 

exiled in Babylon six centuries before 

Christ. In today's reading, he takes up a 

question we have probably asked our-

selves: Is God fair or unfair in his deal-

ings with people?�

New Testament:  �

 

Philippians 2: 1-11 

Paul wrote from prison to his Christian 

converts in Philippi, a city in what is to-

day north-eastern Greece. While he was 

in prison, the Philippians had sent some-

one to bring money for his support and to 

stay with him. Paul thanks them by quot-

ing an early Christian hymn which he felt 

described Christ as a model for the way 

all Christians should live.�

Gospel:�

�

Matthew 21: 28-32 

Matthew tells us that there are usually two 

kinds of people:  those who speak the Word 

of God, like the priests and elders but do not 

act upon it, and those who are willing to listen 

to the Word of God, like the prostitutes and 

tax collectors and then act upon it. �

Weekly Readings�

    �

Getting Back in the Swing of Things:  We are beginning to return to some level of normality.  Sept. 22 � all 

of the pastors/pastoral administrators/directors of parish life, deacons and two parish representatives attended 

our rescheduled Diocesan Chrism Mass with Bishop Gruss.  It was good to see everyone in person despite the 

face masks and social distancing.  Sept. 23 � our Vicariate 3 pastors/pastoral administrators met to share expe-

riences and plans for the fall.  Sept. 29 � all pastors, priests, deacons and pastoral administrators will meet 

with Bishop Gruss for our first quarterly meeting in over six months. �

    �

Fall Parish Mailing:  By the end of September, all registered members should receive our mailing. If you are 

not registered, stop by the office and fill out a registration form.  Because so many of our parish-

ioners do not have access to computer or smart phones, a fall mailing is being sent to help “catch 

you up” on what has been happening and what is going to happen. The staff, a few of the com-

mission chairs, and I have written some key points we wanted you to know.  In October, a few 

parish programs will begin:  1) Sister Janet’s monthly fireside chats about Spirit Sparkles. 2) 

Adult Faith Formation ‘s Monday Bible Study/Faith Sharing and a book discussion about Matthew Kelly’s 

The Biggest Lie and 3) The Evangelization Committee will offer a 7 week Training on the Genesis Method led 

by Rose Langdon. 4) The Christian Outreach Committee has outlined the type of collections we are doing for 

November’s Thanksgiving Baskets (a bit different this year) and December’s Hat & Mitten Collection and 

Giving Tree.  Call Jan Zielinski for more details.�

    �

A Special Calling:  I’m looking for an adult to serve as a catechist and a young adult or high 

school youth to walk in faith with a young lady in high school who is preparing to complete 

her reception of the sacraments.  I have been meeting with her since last January going over 

the Gospels, watching some key videos that convey what Jesus said and did and is.  We’ve 

begun to look at some of the key Old Testament stories, and we’ve worked our way through 

a basic catechetical book to learn about Jesus and the Church.  I will continue to do more of 

this, but we are also ready to listen to the Sunday Scriptures and reflect on what these Scrip-

tures say to us about how we should/are living our lives. If you would like to help, contact 

me at 989�790�5086 to discuss this further.  �

   �

 An Invitation to Fast and Pray: I did not get this information until too late to write earlier, but it is never 

too late to Fast and Pray.  Fr. John Riccardo on behalf of An Evangelization Commission and ACTS 24 of De-

troit invited people to fast and pray for societal healing and personal conversion of hearts.  They called for a 

National Day of Prayer on Thursday, Sept. 24.  The idea springs in part from the fact that President Lincoln on 

three occasions called the entire nation to fast and pray for God’s mercy on our land.  Perhaps, you and your 

family could choose a day this week to fast and pray for societal healing and personal conversion of hearts.  

All you have to do is watch the news and listen to how people speak to one another to see the need to pray and 

fast. It’s always easier to do in solidarity with others, but it is also good to simply do out of a desire on our 

own or an impulse of the Holy Spirit to do so.�
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�

Our Children’s Program begins Oct. 13

th

:  Classes begin on that Tuesday from 5:30 � 7:00 p.m.  If you 

have not registered your child, registration packets are available on the parish website.  Go to 

www.sjvsaginaw.org and look for faith formation tab and forms.  Classes this year are for Grades 1 � 2 � 3.  

We are following all precautions:  non touch temperature checks, face masks, social distancing, hand sanitizer.  

All children’s materials will be individually stored in plastic bags.  Rooms will be sanitized before and after 

use. �

�

Some Very Good News about St. John Vianney Lay Ministry:  Russ Herlache will be commissioned as a 

Lay Minister on October 18

th

 at St. Thomas Aquinas parish.  Usually, this is done at the Cathedral; but during 

the pandemic, some events are being held at St. Thomas.�

Additionally, we have three new candidates beginning their program of 

study for Lay Ministry:  Sue Bismack, Jim Bismack and Carol Baybeck.  

All four of these individuals have been actively involved in ministry.  

You have seen all of them in some liturgical ministry at church as Eu-

charistic Ministers, Mass Directors, Ministers of Holy Communion to 

the hospital or nursing facilities/assisted living centers and involved in 

Parish Council, Finance Commission, and either the Capital Campaign 

or actual overseeing of the Construction Process of the Renovation.  

They have been doing a lot.  Now they will deepen their understanding 

of our faith as they continue to put their faith into action.  We are very 

blessed.  Others who currently serve our parish and are trained lay minis-

ters are:  Cindy Shea, Margaret Smekar, and Rose Langdon.  Rose is in 

her third year of training �

Week of  Sept 28 � Oct 3, 2020�

�

Mon: Jb 1:6�22/Ps 17:1bcd, 2�3, 6�7/Lk 9:46�50�

Tue: Dn 7:9�10, 13�14/Ps 138:1�2ab, 2cde�5/Jn 1:47�51�

Wed: Jb 9:1�12, 14�16/Ps 88:10bc�15/Lk 9:57�62�

Thur: Jb 19:21�27/Ps 27:7�8a, 8b�9abc, 13�14/Lk 10:1�12�

Fri: Jb 38:1, 12�21; 40:3�5/Ps 91:1�2, 3�4ab, 4c�6, 10�11/Mt 18:1�5, 10�

Sat: Jb 42:1�3, 5�6, 12�17/Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130/Lk 10:17�24�

Faith Formation�

Readings�

Stewardship Message�

Is It the Thought That Counts?�

�

I can remember times when I received a gift that I would not have chosen for myself. At those times I certainly thought to myself 

that “it was the thought that counts.” I was happy that the gift�giver thought of me at all. Then there have been times when my chil-

dren have not given me a gift and then chose to tell me all about what they 

were going to give me. They would then follow it up by saying, “it was the 

thought that really counts.” Really!?! I don’t think so. I could think of send-

ing my wife on a cruise, but that is not in any way the same as going on the 

cruise. I think there are times when all of us think we are more generous 

than we are, simply because we were thinking about being generous.�

�

This way of thinking can be dangerous. Jesus teaches us to say what we 

mean and mean what we say. The intentionality of our actions is important, 

but intentionality without action is meaningless. How we act and what we 

give serves as evidence of our intentions and indicates where our heart truly 

lies. If we fool ourselves into thinking we are someone we are not, it can 

become difficult to see the truth. We need to look for the fruit in our lives. 

We need to make sure our desires and thoughts are moving us to act. You 

know that other saying about intentions, don’t you? Don’t pave the road to a 

place no one wants to end up with your intentions. Instead, let your inten-

tions and actions lead others to another place where Jesus can be found.�

� �                                        � Tracy Earl Welliver�

On the Lighter Side�
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Diocesan Information�

Generous Scholarships Available for Ave Maria University and Ave Maria School of Law:��

High School Juniors & Seniors and College Seniors & Post Graduates: You are invited to�Ave Maria Fall Fest, Saturday, October 

10,�at the Outdoor Pavilion of the Monaghan Residence, in Ann Arbor. 3:00 pm � Pre�Event Tailgate Livestream Ave Maria Football 

Game / 4:00 pm � Dinner and Main Event / 5:00 pm � Program.�

Enjoy fall food favorites, cider & donuts, yard games, giveaways and meet admission representatives and alumni and learn about 

these generous scholarships:  Ave Maria University���Michigan Scholarship�$7,000 per year for 4 years�and Ave Maria University 

Homeschool Faith Scholarship�$9,000 per year for 4 years�(Additional Academic and Athletic Aid Available)  Ave Maria School 

of Law���Michigan/Toledo�Full�Tuition�Scholarship�(Plus Stipend)�

Event is FREE � Registration is�required by Monday, October 5�to attend! For more information & to register go 

to�avemariafoundation.org�or call 734�930�3441�

Community Events�

Online Event for High School Youth with Bishop Robert Gruss��

Bishop Gruss invites all high school age youth to an online event on Nov. 1, 2020 at 7PM. This will include 

music, reflections games and more. Visit witnessevent.org to register. In these challenging days, we need our 

faith and each other more than ever. Invite a friend and join Bishop Gruss and your local faith community for 

this online event!  Visit witnessevent.org to register.�

Bishop Gruss reflects on the role each of us plays in handing on the faith and being a bold witness to the Gospel�

Friends, greetings and blessings to all of you.�One of the most important activities for people of faith, that is all of you, is to pass 

onto others the beauty of the Catholic faith. Catechetical Sunday on September 20th, it is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the 

role that each of us, each baptized person, plays in handing on the faith and being a bold witness to the Gospel. The theme for this 

year is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians: “I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you.”�

Invitation to a Whole New Life�

This theme focuses on the essential work of catechesis � that being an invitation to a whole new life offered and given by Christ 

Himself.� The work of all catechesis and catechists is to assist us in the active living of our faith, as well as to inspire others who hear 

the Word to be active witnesses of the true and living God in Christ Jesus.�

Catechetical Sunday is a reminder of the importance of life�long catechesis for all Christians, not just a kick�off to the program 

year.� I think often times Catholics forget that learning about our faith is a life�long process. Tragically, it seems that so often reli-

gious formation ends with First Communion or Confirmation, and many adults have only the religious formation of a child.�

Relationship with Jesus�

This is very sad to me because as we engage in religious education, no matter what our age, the Lord Jesus draws us into a deeper 

relationship with him. Who wouldn’t want this?� Who among us doesn’t want a deeper relationship with Jesus? In my own history, it 

was only when I began to take my faith seriously, and found myself in a parish bible study, did my relationship with Jesus really 

become a living reality.� Prior to that time, it seemed like I was just going through the motions and my own knowledge of the faith 

remained that of a child. It was when I became engaged in adult catechesis that I discovered who Jesus really was for me, which ulti-

mately led me down the path to priesthood. Going from being a pilot to a priest would have never happened without engaging some 

personal form of catechesis in my own life. So it is clear that catechesis is for everyone…and it changes lives.�

Every Parish and Every Christian�

Catechesis is the responsibility of every parish and every Christian. Having said this, catechists are called in a particular way to share 

the Catholic Faith with children, youth and adults. Their activity is rooted in the personal call from Jesus Christ and the catechist's 

own relationship with him � this lived express of the words of St. Paul: “I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you.”�

While catechists are called to share the Catholic Faith in a systematic way, they are not the only ones who catechize. Parents, you too 

hold a special place in this mission of Jesus because you are truly the first catechists of your children. Parents, by your daily example 

of life, you have the most effective capacity to transmit the beauty of the Christian faith, your faith, to your children.”�

Union with Jesus�

Friends, in the end, when done well, catechesis is a beautiful gift from both parents and catechists to children, youth and other adults, 

helping them to grow and mature in their "longing and deep desire for union with Jesus" by coming to know him more deep-

ly.� Again, isn’t that what we all want?  As we celebrate Catechetical Sunday, I want to acknowledge the catechists all across the 

Diocese of Saginaw.� Accept my deep gratitude for your very important ministry in sharing what you have “received from the Lord” 

and are handing on to others � the love and mission of Jesus Christ. � What a gift you are to all of us.  I wish many blessings upon 

your ministry this year, especially in these COVID times, when the challenges to carry out this important ministry are many.� But I 

would like to impart a blessing upon all of you.�

So let us pray:�

Loving Father, we pray today for our catechists. We thank you for their gift of ministry in your Church. Grant them your wisdom 

that they may grow in the understanding and teaching of your Word. Grant them also your love that they may be fruitful heralds of 

your Word and lead others to love you.�

Pour forth your Holy Spirit upon them to grant them wisdom about what is important; knowledge of the truths of faith; understand-

ing of their meaning; right judgement about how to apply them in life; courage to persevere even in the face of adversity; reverence 

before all that is sacred and holy; and that loving zeal which leads others to a transforming encounter with your Son. � We pray this 

through Christ, our Lord. Amen  ay Almighty God bless all of you, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.��

�

~Bishop Robert Gruss�
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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

What prompts you to make the decisions you make? When confronted with a deci-

sion, whether one that is more trivial and mundane or one that is more significant 

and profound, we rely on guidance. That guidance can be the result of impulse and 

passion or the fruit of the interior voice of conscience. Decisions made on impulse and passion can be misguided and 

erroneous. Decisions based on conscience, or the moral voice within, will reflect the depth and maturity of our soul 

work. A more contemplative soul will make more contemplative decisions. A less developed conscience will make deci-

sions based on the individual’s level of development.�

�

Conversion and a change of heart are at the core of Jesus’ message precisely because of this reality. We are works in 

progress. For the person on fire with the Holy Spirit and centered on God, life reflects an ever�deepening awareness and 

heightened sense of God’s presence and a greater willingness to 

do God’s will. What is happening internally is validated by what 

is witnessed externally. The hypocrite is the one who says yes 

when they really mean no. From the start, they had no desire to 

do the virtuous act but wanted to outwardly appear as if they 

did.�

�

Where are you on the road of integrity? Honesty is all that is 

required. God is good with that. It is okay to struggle with our 

decisions and wrestle with ourselves. Consciences on the path to 

maturity and greater depth are not always going to know what 

action is immediately best. We may, at first, say no to what we 

know is right and, after prayerful reflection and thought, come 

around to doing it. Conversion happens when our no changes to 

yes, regardless of how sinful or out of sync we may be at the 

time. God is anxious to welcome us to Himself. But we cannot 

embrace Him unless we want to. Learning to orient our gift of 

free will to what is of divine origin, right, and best is a discipline 

we must always tweak and perfect. �

Health:�

Marcile, Carrie, Barbara, Joe, Maria, Charlotte, Dee, 

Julie, Arlene, Lisa, Cindy, Nancy, Alfred, Andy, Barb, 

Patrick, Andrew, Roxanne, Bob, Bruce, Sharon, Fred, 

Jill, Mildred, Maryann, Jim, Rose, Ella, Becky, Meken-

na, Nancy, Jeff, Kristin, Adriana, Art, Kaleb, Butch, 

Gary, Connor, Joseph, Chris, Kathy, Isabella, Betty, 

Tammy, Bob, Ken, Ellen, Joe, Karen, Audrey, Allsion, 

Regina, Debbie, Vel, Trish, Ray, Jasper, Sam, Maddi-

son, Tatiena, Janet, MaryEllen, Elvina, Tony, Sean, 

Mike, Kayla, Carolyn, Diane, Beth, Ted, Drew, Corinne, 

Sue, Mitchell, Bill, Terry, Savannah, Rachel, Mary, 

Nick, Eric, Jen, Mark, Jeannie, Valerie, Mary Jane, 

Laura, Kevin, Kayla, Wally, Judy, Pat, John, Irene, Leo, 

Comingo, Marcello, Cathy, Helma, Jenny, Patty, Chris-

tine, Gloria, Marcella, Dorothy, Adam, Donna, Marilyn, 

Clara, Bonnie, Doris, Ronald, Richard, Karl, Lyle �

Cancer:�

Daniel, Randy, Beryl, Robert, 

Yvonne, Alan, Terry, Marsha, Her-

rick, Jim, Don, Melissa, Theresa, 

Steve, Charlie, Janine, Annette, Ni-

cole, Marta, Richard, David, Karen, 

Sr. Elaine, Gary, Tony, Sue, Omar, 

Linda, Kim, Danny, Manny, Brenda, 

Eileen, Lisa, Tammy, Marlene, Dick, 

Bill, Gerry, Brian, Sherry, Erin, Toni, 

Jason, Dottie, Sharon, Jennifer, Dave, 

Jean, Pat, Cindy, Beth, Meredith, 

Donna, Dennis, Kent, Art, Ann, 

George, Joe, Bobbi, Mel, Mike B, 

Gary, Ben, Vicky, Bob, Herrick, 

Lori, Judy, Evelyn, Jack, Angelica�

Surgery/Help/Military:�

S: Sue, Steve, Keith, Kris�

�

H: Andy, Christie, Carrie, Tim, 

Rechy, Judy, Family of Ella, Nor-

man, Jennifer, Ryan, Jordan, Chris-

tian, Katrina, Jaime, Mary, Jean, 

Katy, Debra, Ken Kochany family, 

Frances, Debi, Michelle, Joan, Sue, 

Mary, Clare, Christine, Connie, 

Lorraine, Oeming Family, Melvin�

�

M: Nicholas, Robert Zamora Ar-

my � Suzanne Nielsen, Chad Bai-

ley  Navy � Nathan LaClair, Paul 

Lewis, Josh Geese Air Force � 

Tom Czerwinski  �

Prayer Request�

Financial Stewardship Update�

Parish Support:   �

�

September 19/20, 2020  �

�

Collection………….    $  4,987.00�

�

ACH ………………..   $    716.00�

�

Online ………………  $       20.50�

Online giving is 

different then 

ACH and is now 

available through the website 

www.sjvsaginaw.org.�

Gospel Reflection�

Musician’s Prayer�

Lord,�

Please bless our music,�

May it touch the heart of one’s soul.�

May using it to Glorify You, �

always be our goal.�

Let it be a constant reminder �

of the power of your love,�

and remind us that You are always�

watching from above.�

May others see the beauty on every�

note they hear,�

and when they hear our music,�

may they feel Your guidance in all �

that they do.�

And I pray that you’ll make our music�

an instrument�

for You.�

Requests call:  Sue Rapin 799�7588�

Music Ministry�



Your Pets are Part of our familY

7319 Tittabawassee Rd. Suite 2 • Saginaw

2919 Court St. • Saginaw
989-793-8650

www.paxsondental.com

Let us make your outdoors beautiful!
 3500 Wadsworth Road
 Saginaw, MI 48601
 Phone: 989-752-5625
 www.abelegreenhouse.com

 Serving the
 Saginaw Community
 Since 1888

Phone (989) 799-1151
2233 Hemmeter Road, Saginaw, MI 48603 (off State)

www.deislerfuneralhome.com

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

Sales
Installation

Repair
2835 Universal Drive

(989) 793-2942

DOOR SALES
SINCE 1939

Gary Humpert Ric Humpert
Saginaw Auto Collision Inc.

Full Warranty on All Work • Free Loaner
Complete Collision Repair Since 1968

4778 N. Michigan Ave., near Tittabawassee

989-755-4771

John J. VanDaele, D.V.M.
989-792-4800

BEYER ROOFING
Family owned & operated for over 61 years

Duro-last Single Ply Roof Systems
Commercial • Industrial

 6241 Sherman • Saginaw

 989-754-7741

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0260

Ph: 989-695-9135
5386 Garfield • Saginaw, MI 48603

pvondette@yahoo.com

Your Residential 
Specialists 

Licensed Builder
Fully Insured

ONDETTE
OOFING

FREE ESTIMATES

(989) 791-4515

3775 North Center
(Between Shattuck & McCarty)

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Paul D. Metevia • Brandon Hurren

Burials • Cremations
Life Celebrations • Advance Planning
NOW OPEN - RECENTLY REMODELED
1550 Midland Rd 
Between Gratiot & State 
Formerly Reitz-Herzberg

989-790-7334
www.skorupskis.com Plan Ahead. Plan Well.

Spencer & Chelsea 
Skorupski

Owners & Practicing 
Catholics

Experience the
Dobis Difference

Great Lakes Bay Region 
Premier Contractor!

We Make it Easy, One 
Company Does It All!

• Residential / Commercial
• Hardscaping
• Grounds Maintenance
• Sprinkler Systems
• Landscape Design
• Winter Services

 PO BOX 602 • FREELAND MI 989.695.2515

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 


