
6400 McCarty Road │ Saginaw, MI 48603 │ 989-790-5086 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We are a people called together by God 

and empowered by the Spirit to 

continue the mission 

 of Jesus on earth. We are a 

community of faith, hope and love, who 

strengthen and encourage one another 

and share a common mission of 

building the Kingdom of God. 

 

 

Vision Statement 

Committed to growing in faith 

together, guided by the Holy Spirit, 

we will be the hands of Jesus, 

continuing His work in our parish, 

community and the world. 

MASS SCHEDULE:�

�

Sat: 5:00 pm  �

Private confessions 4:00 pm-4:30 pm 

�

Sun: 10:00 am�

�

Wed: 12:00 pm�

August 22, 2021 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Catholic Church 

STAFF:�

 

Director of Parish 

Life 

Sr. Janet Pewoski, 

CSJ 

 

Sacramental  

Minister 

Fr. Richard Jozwiak & 

Fr. Bert Gohm 

 

 

 

 

 

Music/Choir  

Director 

Roberta Conley 

 

 

Parish Secretary/

Bookkeeper 

Michelle Gombar 

CONNECT:�

�

Online: www.sjvsaginaw.org�

�

Facebook: St John Vianney�

�

Email: stjvianney64@aol.com�

�

Fax: (989) 790�1681�

�

Rectory: (989) 792�6582�

�
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Sister’s Corner 

Old Testament:  �

�

Joshua 24: 1-2a, 15-17, 18b 

After Moses died, God selected Josh-

ua to lead the Israelites across the 

Jordan River into the Promised Land. 

Years later, as his own death ap-

proached, Joshua wished to ensure 

that the people would not forget all 

that God had done for their ances-

tors. In today's reading, we will hear 

Joshua, then the people, renew the 

covenant made at Mount Sinai.�

New Testament:  �

 

Ephesians 5: 21-32 

In the letter to the Ephesians, the last part deals with 

family relationships, and is condi-tioned by the 

household structure of the time �wives, children, 

slaves �with the husband as "patriarch" over all. 

Today's excerpt talks about husbands and wives. Lat-

er, this letter will talk about the relationship between 

children and parents, and between slaves and masters. 

What we learn is not that we should re�create ancient 

social structures. Rather, we learn the timeless truth 

that Christ's love for us should affect the way we love 

one another.�

Gospel:�

�

John 6: 60-69 

In our journey of faith, the 

future is uncertain.  Just 

like the disciples, we will 

be faced with our crosses 

in life.  When a cross 

comes, to whom shall we 

go?  God is ever faithful, 

more than any failure, dis-

appointment or rejection 

we endure.�

Weekly Readings�

Aug. 30

th

 � CSA (Christ’s Mission Appeal):  If you have made a pledge, all payments are due by Aug. 30

th

.  If you have not yet 

made a pledge, we still need your help, as we are short $2,000 of reaching our target goal.  Anything over that returns to the parish.  

If you can help us, please do.  Thanks to all of you who have already helped us!�

     Aug. 30

th

 � Blood Drive here at SJV from 2:00 � 7:00 p.m.  Please sign up for a time to give blood.  If you weigh at least 110 

lbs and are at least 18 or at age 16 with parental permission, you can help.  The blood banks have been desperately calling for do-

nors.  If you need more information or want to help with hosting, contact Barb Chernow at 989�791�8021.�

     Parish Bulk Mailing should have arrived by now.  Mine came Aug. 12

th

.  If you are a registered member and did not get your 

letter, let Michelle know.  If you aren’t a registered member, all you need to do is fill out the blue form in the white registration fold-

ers found at the kiosk in the Gathering Area.�

     Update your contact information.  If you have moved, changed your phone number from landline to cell or changed your email, 

let us know as we depend upon this to provide you with information.  Let Michelle know of any changes by calling 989�790�5086 or 

emailing her at stjvianney64@aol.com. �

      Save the dates:   �

Aug. 23   Discuss the Return Book at 6:30 � 8:00 p.m. Pages 79 � 140.�

Aug. 24   Catechists meet with Sister at 5:30 p.m.�

Aug. 25   Discuss the Return Book at 10:00 � 11:30 a.m.  Pages 79 � 140.�

Aug. 25   Genesis Group Adoration 6:30 � 8:00 p.m.�

Aug. 30   Blood Drive  at the parish  2:00 � 7:00 p.m.�

Aug. 30   CSA/Christ’s Mission Appeal payments due.�

Sept.   9   Life in the Spirit hosted at St. John Vianney  7:00 � 9:00 p.m.�

Sept. 12   SJV Parking Lot Mass and Bring Your Own Picnic  � Mass at 10 a.m.�

Oct. 17�18�19  Bring Donation Items for Rummage Sale after Mass till 3 other days 10 � 5.�

Oct. 21�22�23   Rummage Sale at SJV �

      Grandparents’ Day:  Hallmark established Grandparents’ Day as Sept. 12.  Pope Francis chose the 4

th

 Sunday of July near the 

Feasts of SS. Joachim and Anne, Grandparents of Jesus to celebrate Grandparents.�

       A couple contacts not listed in the parish mailing:�

Prayer Line �  Sue Rapin 989�799�7588.�

Prayer Shawls �  Lori Hausbeck 989�239�9580.�

Quilters � Josette Card 989�792�1843.�

Arts & Environment � Sally Giroux  989�792�3427;  sgiroux@spsd.net.�

Funeral Luncheon calling for side dishes is coordinated by Connie Weidman 989�799�6688. �

       Planning a Funeral � Procedure and Process with Sister Janet:  Some individuals like to take care of their funeral arrange-

ments in advance to make it easier on their remaining loved ones.  My parents did this for me, so that I only had to take care of the 

liturgical arrangements. It really is a big help.  You should contact a funeral home to make arrangements with them in advance.  You 

can also select readings and songs in advance if you wish and keep them in a file where your loved ones are told everything they 

need will be.  You might also consider a donation to the church.  For an immediate death, this is the normal procedure:  1) Call the 

funeral home of your choice. 2) The funeral home will call Sister to let her know a funeral is coming.  She and the Director will dis-

cuss possible dates that work for them and then see what works for the family.  After the date and time are determined, Sister will 

contact one of the Sacramental Ministers to see if one is available.  Once the date, time, and priest are confirmed, Sister will want to 

meet with the family after the family has met with the funeral home.  During that meeting, you select readings, songs, select some 

family/friends to help with some of the liturgical roles if willing.  You will also share some memories with her to be shared either at 

the Vigil Service or Funeral Mass or both.  There are stipends for various aspects of the service which she or the funeral home will 

go over with you. When Covid restrictions are less stringent, funeral luncheons are provided at the church.  The family normally 

orders, pays for and takes care of getting the main meat etc. delivered to the parish.  The parish luncheon committee calls for side 

dishes to round out the meal and arranges and serves cafeteria style, or families may opt to hire a caterer for the luncheon.  Since 

Covid, we have not been able to offer in house luncheons. �
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�

Registration Forms for our Children’s Program are due this August.�

Forms were mailed to all families with children grades Kindergarten to 8

th

 and High School Grades 9 � 12.  

According to our parish roster, there are 68 children in the K � Gr.8 and 38 in Grades 9 �12.   Sadly, over the 

last few years, we have experienced many not returning after Grade 3.   Of these 11 attend Nouvel Elementary 

and 6 attend Nouvel High Schools.  Recent baptismal records as well as marriage records, show a decrease in 

the number of marriages or baptisms in the last five years.  As a result, classes have been small, and Covid has 

not helped.  �

�

Sacramental Preparation is required at the Parish Level as a two year program.  Children begin in Grade 

1 and complete reception of the sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist in Grade 2.  We are awaiting a de-

cision from Bishop Gruss and his study committee about when Confirmation will be celebrated. �

�

We do need a couple catechists for this fall.  Due to covid and some catechists having had a  change in work 

schedules or working in health professions, and not wanting  to endanger their patients by exposure to little 

ones, we need help.   If you would be interested in teaching the little ones, please contact Sr. Janet at 989�790�

5086 to discuss this further.  Please contact me asap.�

�

Week of  Aug 23� Aug 28, 2021�

�

Mon: 1 Thes 1:1�5, 8b�10/Ps 149:1b�6a, 9b/Mt 23:13�22�

Tues: Rv 21:9b�14/Ps 145:10�13, 17�18/Jn 1:45�51�

Wed: 1 Thes 2:9�13/Ps 139:7�12ab/Mt 23:27�32�

Thur: 1 Thes 3:7�13/Ps 90:3�5a, 12�14, 17/Mt 24:42�51�

Fri: 1 Thes 4:1�8/Ps 97:1, 2b, 5�6, 10�12/Mt 25:1�13�

Sat: 1 Thes 4:9�11/Ps 98:1, 7�8, 9/Mt 25:14�30�

Faith Formation�

Readings�

Stewardship Message�

Submission as Stewardship.�

�

We aren’t comfortable with the idea of submission. Our society champions equality, and rightly so � but it’s a mistake to think that 

submission is at odds with equality. To submit ourselves fully, we must first be free. We must first be our own masters. God has 

granted us that freedom with the salvation He offers. We are no longer the slaves of sin. Now He asks us to be subordinate to one 

another, in the name of Christ.�

�

What a completely uncomfortable task! What He’s asking is for us to be subordinate to the person who irritates us the most. The 

person we really can’t stand. The person who doesn’t respect us or appreciate what we have to offer. The person we think we’re 

smarter than, more talented than. The person we envy. �

�

That’s the real challenge of stewardship, isn’t it? Subordination. Inconven-

iencing myself by giving of time, of money, of relationship. Putting the needs 

or wants of another above my own when they haven’t done anything special 

to earn it.�

�

I invite you to consider the cross � the most radical expression of submis-

sion, and of stewardship, that ever existed. If there was ever someone who 

deserved superiority, isn’t it the God who let Himself be nailed to a tree, who 

gave so freely of His life, His body, His blood, His everything? �

�

To look at him in his agony is to truly understand the beauty of submission 

� of laying down what you have for the good of the other.�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

On the Lighter Side�
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Diocesan Information�

Parish Information�

St. Joseph Project hopes to put Christian carvers back to work in Bethlehem�

   With the inspiration of St. Joseph … �and olive wood, Rami Qumsieh�is trying to put Christians in 

Bethlehem back to work.�“There is no consistency of any work,” said Christians of the Holy Land 

founder Rami Qumsieh. “The hardship for families is exponential. It’s hard enough raising a family, and 

to add to it lack of income puts tremendous stress on the fabric of the family.”�

   The pandemic has devastated the Christian community’s ability to earn a living since early in 2020. 

Travel restrictions brought Holy Land pilgrimages to a halt, and along with it the income generated by 

pilgrimage related businesses (which employ nearly 80 percent of the Christian population in the area).���

   “When I heard about this project, I wanted to find out how we could help,” said Bishop Robert Gruss. “This is an opportunity for 

us to support our brothers and sisters in Christ. At the same time, purchasing a statue of St. Joseph provides a beautiful, visual re-

minder of this heroic saint who serves as an example and inspiration for all.”� For more information or to order a statue use the fol-

lowing link https://saginaw.org/sites/default/files/SaintJosephProject2021.pdf�

Christian Outreach for July and August�

Thank you so much for the generous items to the Migrant Workers. They were very appreciative of the items. For the months of July 

and August we are going to brighten up some of the residents at Healthsource and St. Francis. This past year has been so hard for the 

residents in the Long�term care facilities because of the Pandemic. The residents could not receive visitors which really took a toll 

on them. We would like to collect kind notes that will bring a little bit of happiness to the residents. Please feel free to write as many 

cards as you would like. This will be great for the students that need service hours. There will be empty note cards in a basket on the 

table in back if you need and there will be a basket for the filled cards. Please address the cards with Dear Friend and some very en-

couraging words. You can sign the card with your name and St. John Vianney. Also don’t forget to pray for each person you write 

the card for. Thank you for spreading your Christian joy with those that need it.�

Community Events�

Visit Aquinas College this summer!� Aquinas College welcomes high school students to our campus this summer to experience 

firsthand what it means to be a Saint!  Visit opportunities include Personal Visits, Information Sessions and Twilight Tours.  Come 

discover why small is mighty!  Details and registration can be found at�aquinas.edu/visit.�

St. Dominic Parish is planning to go to NCYC�� National Catholic Youth Conference for those in 9

th

�12

th

�grade, Nov 18�

21.� Those wishing to attend, please contact Nikki at�nikki@stdominicsaginaw.org�or 799�2334.� We will have an informational 

meeting on Sunday August 22

nd

�following the 10:30 mass.����

NEW TESTAMENT PAPYRI: EXPLORING THE OLDEST MANUSCRIPTS YET DISCOVERED�

Join Fr. José Cabrera at the Center for Ministry on August 23, 2021 from 6:30 p.m. � 8:30 p.m. for a fascinating glimpse into the 

early history of the New Testament! Fr. Jose will explore the oldest New Testament papyri fragments yet discovered,�using many 

visuals and even replicas of these manuscripts that are part of his private collection. He is pastor of All Saints Parish. Cost is $10. To 

register, visit�Saginaw.org/events�or call Pat Preston at 989�797�6654 or e�mail�ppreston@dioceseofsaginaw.org.�

A Befriender Ministry Informational Evening will be held at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in Saginaw on Thursday, August 26, 

2021 at 7 p.m. At times, everyone experiences difficult and transitional situations. BeFriender Ministry offers a caring companion to 

listen, empathize, and be a reminder of a loving and supportive faith community. Befriender ministers are trained listeners who offer 

support to people through active listening, prayer and presence. An informational evening is being offered to share the history of 

Befrienders in the Diocese of Saginaw, an overview of the program, what to expect in a training and stories from Befriender Minis-

ters on how this has impacted their lives and ministry.� Join us to prayerfully discover how God may be calling you to this amazing 

ministry.� No commitment is required.� There is no cost to attend but registration is necessary.� For more information or to register 

please contact Lori Becker, Respect Life Coordinator at 989.797.6652.�

A Catholic Grief Recovery Series will be held at Our Lady of Peace in Bay City. The series runs Mondays, September 13 � October 

25, 2021 from 6 p.m. � 8 p.m. This series is for any adult who is grieving a loss due to death that occurred three months ago or long-

er. The series will help those who are grieving to better understand grief, learn coping skills and develop the ability to move forward. 

For more information or to register please contact Linda Knepfler at 989.892.6031.� Presented by Our Lady of Peace Parish in col-

laboration with the Office of Respect Life, Catholic Diocese of Saginaw. �

�

A Catholic Grief Recovery Series will also be held at St Christopher Parish in Caro. The series runs Tuesdays, September 14 � Oc-

tober 26, 2021 from 1 p.m. � 3 p.m. For more information or to register please contact Paul King at 309.339.8222.� Presented by St. 

Christopher Parish in collaboration with the Office of Respect Life, Catholic Diocese of Saginaw. �

“The Saginaw County Right to Life Focus on Life Benefit Dinner with guest speaker, Victoria Robinson, will be Monday, Sep-

tember 27th, at 6:15 pm at Horizons Conference Center. Plan to join hundreds of other pro�lifers as we focus on life. Call 799�4464 

or send an email to sagcountyrtl@yahoo.com for more information.” �

Youth Ministry Registration�� At St. Dominic Parish, during the weekends of Aug. 14�15 and Aug 21�22 there will be a quick on�

line registration following all masses for our youth ministry program for 5

th

�� 12

th

�grade.� Youth ministry will take place on Sunday 

evenings beginning mid�September.� You can also register on�line at the parish website under the Youth Ministry tab.��
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21st Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

“Far be it from us to forsake the Lord for the service of other gods.” We struggle with our gods. They appear in the 

forms of things like money, power, prestige, popularity, privilege, and self�fulfillment. We like these “gods” because 

they make us feel good and ask very little of us in return. When we worship them, we worship ourselves. How can you 

go wrong with that? We buy into the illusion that if something can give us a comfortable life, free of want and need, then 

it is worth setting other things aside to pursue it. In essence, we sell our souls. Our struggle with “who is God” and to 

whom do we belong is a real one and one that can easily find us empty and experiencing disillusionment.�

   The devil tempted Jesus in the desert and promised him more. We are promised “more.” But in pursuing the more and 

the satisfying we lose track of the cost, and the cost is great. We sacrifice our very life in pursuit of something disguised 

as life. We sacrifice truth for something that only “feels” true. 

While the true and real God certainly promises us many things, 

many things are also required. It is not about the warm and secure 

feelings and self�absorption the world wants to provide, but of giv-

ing back. There can be no lukewarm stance with regard to faith. If 

we are in, then faith in Jesus Christ asks us to do some difficult 

things: work in service of God’s kingdom (not our own), love our 

enemies, offer no resistance to injury, that we must die to our-

selves in order to find ourselves, and trust that Jesus truly gives us 

his flesh and blood to eat and drink. These are hard things to ac-

cept and even harder to put into practice. It is no wonder that 

many, who may be attracted to Jesus at first, walk away in pursuit 

of the more self�satisfying gods.�

   But truth is truth. If we cannot accept it from the lips of Jesus 

Christ, then where else will we find it? To whom can we go? 

There is only one source of truth and life, Jesus Christ. Jesus has 

the words of eternal life and if we do not go to him, then where 

else will we find this gift? But we must be faithful and buy into the 

whole package deal that requires sacrifice and fidelity. When we 

do, we find ourselves, through the Body and Blood of Christ, con-

nected to the Source of all life and then intimately bound with our 

brothers and sisters. We all have to decide whether we want to stay 

or go and if we can accept what Jesus has to say. It’s a choice we 

all have to make. �

Health:�

Patty, Diane, Trevor, Jessie, Becky, Gloria, 

Mia, Bethany, Joylynn,  Christine, Fred, 

Kendra, Jeannie, Mary Ann, Adam, Trinity, 

Fred, Lorene, Mary Jane, Marcile, Jacob, 

Jean, Maddison, Joanne, Carson, Cecelia, 

Wayne, KG, Barbara, Ilene, Clare, Dale, 

Bill, Jamie, Gerry, Laura, Bob, Steve, Jim, 

Stephanie, Deb, Angelica, Millie, Katriel, 

Cindy, Liz, Ted, Goldie, Ruth, Ilene, Tan-

ya, Kay, Pat, Albert, Stanley, Meghan, 

Jackie, Jan, Lisa, Joanie, Dave�

Cancer:�

Eileen, Tammy, Marlene, Dick, Bill, 

Gerry, Brian, Sherry, Erin, Toni, Jason, 

Dottie, Sharon, Jennifer, Dave, Jean, 

Pat, Cindy, Beth, Meredith, Donna, 

Dennis, Kent, Art, Ann, George, Joe, 

Bobbi, Mel, Gary, Ben, Vicky, Bob, 

Herrick, Lori, Judy, Evelyn, Jack, An-

gelica, Jerry, Connie, Don, Lowell, Ted, 

Lucy, Amber, Jennifer, Debbie, Diane, 

Steve, Keith, Glen, Tom, Cyndi, Jerry, 

Paul, Lisa, Dylan, Charlie, Kathy�

Surgery/Help/Military:�

S: Dave, Tom�

�

H: Sharon, Darren, Barb, Dick, 

Judy, Esparza Family, Jacob, 

Christine, Seane�

�

M: Nicholas, Robert Zamora 

Army � Suzanne Nielsen, Chad 

Bailey  Navy � Nathan LaClair, 

Paul Lewis, Josh Geese Air 

Force � Tom Czerwinski  �

Prayer Request�

Financial Stewardship Update�

Parish Support:   �

�

Aug 14/15, 2021�

�

Collection………….    $  3,791.00�

�

ACH ………………..   $    486.00�

�

Online ……………..    $     155.00�

�

Online giving is dif-

ferent from ACH 

and is now available 

through the website 

www.sjvsaginaw.org.�

Gospel Reflection�

CHOIR MEETING 

There will be a meeting for current 

members and for those interested in 

joining the SJV adult choir on: 

Tuesday, August 31st at 6:30pm 

We will begin the meeting in the gathering space. 

 

CHIME CHOIR 

Chime choir will have their first meeting on                       

Tuesday, September 7th at 4:30pm  

  

CANTORS 

Are you a singer who is willing to lead the congre-

gation in song and to be the psalmist for mass? 

If this is you…..contact Roberta at 790-5086 OR 

Roberta@sjvsaginaw.org  

 

SAVE THE DATE : SEPTEMBER 12  

OUTDOOR MASS / PICNIC 

JAM (Jesus and Music) and Choir will be assist-

ing with the outdoor mass—and JAM will contin-

ue during the picnic with some of your favorites!�

Requests call:  Sue Rapin 799�7588�

Music Ministry�



Your Pets are Part of our familY

7319 Tittabawassee Rd. Suite 2 • Saginaw

2919 Court St. • Saginaw
989-793-8650

www.paxsondental.com

Let us make your outdoors beautiful!
 3500 Wadsworth Road
 Saginaw, MI 48601
 Phone: 989-752-5625
 www.abelegreenhouse.com

 Serving the
 Saginaw Community
 Since 1888

Phone (989) 799-1151
2233 Hemmeter Road, Saginaw, MI 48603 (off State)

www.deislerfuneralhome.com

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

Sales
Installation

Repair
2835 Universal Drive

(989) 793-2942

DOOR SALES
SINCE 1939

John J. VanDaele, D.V.M.
989-792-4800

BEYER ROOFING
Family owned & operated for over 61 years

Duro-last Single Ply Roof Systems
Commercial • Industrial

 6241 Sherman • Saginaw

 989-754-7741

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0260

Ph: 989-695-9135
5386 Garfield • Saginaw, MI 48603

pvondette@yahoo.com

Your Residential 
Specialists 

Licensed Builder
Fully Insured

ONDETTE
OOFING

FREE ESTIMATES

(989) 791-4515

3775 North Center
(Between Shattuck & McCarty)

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Paul D. Metevia • Brandon Hurren

Burials • Cremations
Life Celebrations • Advance Planning
NOW OPEN - RECENTLY REMODELED
1550 Midland Rd 
Between Gratiot & State 
Formerly Reitz-Herzberg

989-790-7334
www.skorupskis.com Plan Ahead. Plan Well.

Spencer & Chelsea 
Skorupski

Owners & Practicing 
Catholics

Experience the
Dobis Difference

Great Lakes Bay Region 
Premier Contractor!

We Make it Easy, One 
Company Does It All!

• Residential / Commercial
• Hardscaping
• Grounds Maintenance
• Sprinkler Systems
• Landscape Design
• Winter Services

 PO BOX 602 • FREELAND MI 989.695.2515

Contact Dom DiPasqua to place an ad today! 
ddipasqua@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6637

3 Saginaw Locations
4480 Mackinaw Rd.
793-9300
201 N. Miller Rd.
781-1070
5700 Dixie Hwy.
777-0300

www.casefuneralhome.com

D&L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly "Dan Van ... The Roofing Man")
47 years local business experience with:

Seamless Gutters, Custom Siding & Trim Work,
Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair.
Call Anytime 989-529-3020

FREE ESTIMATES

Senior Living
SAGINAW
Memory Care • Skilled Nursing • Rehabilitation

3200 State St., Saginaw MI 48602 
989-799-1902 • www.samaritas.org


