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St. John Vianney Catholic Church
OUR LOCATION

Weekday Mass
Wednesday: 12:00PM

Weekend Mass
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 10:00 AM

Private Confession
Saturday:  4:00PM - 4:30PM
                             or by appointment 

We are a people called together by 
God  and empowered by the Spirit to 
continue the mission of Jesus on 
earth. We are a community of faith, 
hope and love, who strengthen and 
encourage one another and share a 
common mission of building the 
Kingdom of God.

Committed to growing in faith 
together, guided by the Holy Spirit, 
we will be the hands of Jesus, 
continuing His work in our parish, 
community and the world.

MASS SCHEDULE

MISSION STATEMENT

VISION STATEMENT
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IN  ORDINARY TIME

AUGUST 11, 2024
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the supreme ‘scandal’, that of death…  The prayer of the Psalms 
asks God to intervene where all human efforts are in vain. That 
is why prayer, in and of itself, is the way of salvation and the 
beginning of salvation.

Everyone suffers in this world: whether they believe in God or 
reject Him. But in the Psalter, pain becomes a relationship, 
rapport: a cry for help waiting to intercept a listening ear. It 
cannot remain meaningless, without purpose…

All human suffering is sacred to God. So prays the prayer of 
Psalm 56: ‘Thou hast kept count of my tossings; put thou my 
tears in thy bottle! Are they not in thy book?’ (v. 8). 

In the Psalms, the believer finds an answer. He knows that even 
if all human doors were barred, God’s door is open. Even if the 
whole world had issued a verdict of condemnation, there is 
salvation in God.

‘The Lord listens’: sometimes in prayer it is enough to know 
this. Problems are not always solved. Those who pray are not 
deluded: they know that many questions of life down here 
remain unresolved, with no way out; suffering will accompany 
us and, after one battle, others will await us. But if we are 
listened to, everything becomes more bearable.

“It is good for me, in difficult moments, to think of Jesus 
weeping... God has wept for me, God weeps, He weeps over our 
suffering... To think that Jesus weeps with me in suffering is a 
consolation: it helps us to keep going. If we maintain our 
relationship with Him, life does not spare us suffering, but it 
open up to a great horizon of goodness and set out towards its 
fulfillment. Take courage, persevere in prayer. Jesus is always 
by our side.”

Pope Francis’ Catechesis on Prayer 
10. The Prayer of the Psalms 1

General Audience – Wednesday, October 14, 2020

“As we read the Bible, we continually come across prayers of 
various types. But we also find a book made up solely of 
prayers, a book that has become the native land, gymnasium 
and home of countless men and women of prayer. It is the Book 
of Psalms. There are 150 Psalms to pray.

The Catechism affirms that every Psalm ‘possesses such direct 
simplicity that it can be prayed in truth by men of all times and 
conditions’ (ccc, 2588). As we read and reread the Psalms, we 
learn the language of prayer. God the Father, indeed, with his 
Spirit, inspired them in the heart of King David and others who 
prayed, in order to teach every man and woman how to praise 
him, how to thank him and supplicate him; how to invoke him in 
joy and in suffering, and how to recount the wonders of his 
works and of his Law. In short, the Psalms are the Word of God 
that we human beings use to speak with him.

The Psalms are not texts created on paper; they are 
invocations, often dramatic, that spring from lived existence. 
To pray them it is enough for us to be what we are. We must not 
forget that to pray well we must pray as we are, without 
embellishment... In the Psalms we hear the voices of men and 
women of prayer in flesh and blood, whose life, like that of us 
all, is fraught with problems, hardships and uncertainties. The 
Psalmist does not radically contest this suffering: he knows 
that it is part of living. In the Psalms, however, suffering is 
transformed into a question. From suffering to questioning.

And among the many questions, there is one that remains 
suspended, like an incessant cry that runs throughout the 
entire book from beginning to end. A question that we repeat 
many times: ‘Until when, Lord? Until when?’ Every suffering 
calls for liberation, every tear calls for consolation, every 
wound awaits healing, every slander a sentence of absolution. 
‘Until when, Lord, will I have to suffer this? Listen to me, 
Lord!’…

By constantly asking such questions, the Psalms teach us not 
to get used to pain, and remind us that life is not saved unless it 
is healed. The existence of each human being is but a breath, 
his or her story is fleeting, but the prayerful know that they are 
precious in the eyes of God, and so it makes sense to cry out. 
And this is important. When we pray, we do so because we 
know we are precious in God’s eyes...

The prayer of the Psalms is the testimony of this cry: a multiple 
cry, because in life suffering takes a thousand forms, and takes 
the name of sickness, hatred, war, persecution, distrust... Until 

2024 Year of Prayer
FATHER CHRISTIAN’S MESSAGE

The Month of the Immaculate Heart
The Church dedicates the month of August to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. It is a dogma of the Catholic faith that Mary is the 
Immaculate Conception; that is, in preparation for the Incarna-
tion of the Second Person of the Holy Trinity in her womb, she 
was conceived without the corruption of sin through the fore-
seen and infinite merits of her Son, Jesus Christ.



For the months of August and September, the Christian Outreach Committee 
is collecting donations to help support the Sherwood Elementary School 
children’s supply closet. They are in desperate need of sweatpants in basic 
colors so either gender could wear them (black, navy, grey, etc.); sizes 5 
through 10 and the same with boys’ and girls’ underwear in sizes 5 through 10. 
The younger kids have more accidents, so they need more of both items in 
sizes 5 through 7. The school also needs crayons, pencils, dry erase markers, 
glue sticks, and backpacks. Sherwood Elementary was very appreciative of all 
the supplies given to them last year. Thank you for being so generous to our 
local public-school kids! 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
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“Get up and eat, or the journey will be too much for you.” I’ve been to a lot of 
meetings in my years of work in the Church, and you can take my word for 
it: the ones with snacks just seem to go better.

I don’t know what it is exactly. Maybe it’s just that people are in a more 
agreeable mood if you show up with donuts. Or maybe it’s about the very 
real sense of community and camaraderie that is created at a table where 
people are engaging in that most human of tasks — eating — beside one 
another. I think a big part of it comes down to the simple fact that we’re all 
just nicer people when we’re fed. 

This rings true spiritually, too. We simply must remain fed if we, in turn, are 
to feed others. Think of a time when you have neglected your relationship 
with God — when you haven’t fed yourself with whatever it is that you need 
to remain committed to the journey of a Christian life. Is it Mass 
attendance? Is it prayer or Scripture reading? Is it time with your small 
group, or conversation with a trusted friend who knows your soul? What 
sustains your ability to be a good disciple, a good steward? What inspires 
you to give more freely, to love more abundantly?

Whatever it is, that’s your hearth cake. That’s your jug of water. Don’t 
neglect it. The Angel of the Lord is nudging you in your sleep: “Get up and 
eat, or the journey will be too much for you.”

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Health
Sue, Mary Jane, Sara Hillert’s Cousin’s Family, Pat, Bonnie, 
Sara, Toni, Robert, Pat, Nancy, Bob, John, Ava, Paula, Jan, 
Mary, Mina, Ed, Emmet, Haylee, Rylie, Greg, Jurell, Ken, 
Scott, Tom, Roxanne, Rose, Charlie, Shelly & family, Regina, 
Robin, Pat, Amber & son, Joyce, Jamie, Beth, Kathy, Pat, 
Denny, Regina, Charllotte, Akiko, Donna

Special Intentions
Melissa, Tia, Bria, Alli, Sandra, All who are traveling this 
summer, Nancy, For an end to violence, Residents of S 
Colony Place, Andrew, Chloe, Zachary

Military
Nicholas, Ryan Schwartzly, Robert Zamora; Navy - Nathan 
LaClair, Paul Lewis, Drew McBride; Air Force - Tom 
Czerwinski, Michelle Rodriguez; Marines - Chad, Conner

What’s Your Hearth Cake?
STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE PRAYER REQUESTS

Have A Prayer Request? 
Please call or text Ruth at (989) 863-0014 or email 
cookielady44@gmail.com
Please remember, prayer requests are kept on the prayer line for 
three months. If, after that time, prayers are still needed, please 
call to have the person’s name added again.

Online giving is available on our 
website or in our mobile app!

www.sjvsaginaw.org

GIVE ONLINE TODAY!

Thank you for your continuous generosity and support!

2023/2024 Fiscal Year
Total Assessment..........................                        $ 58,592.00
Total Pledged................................                             58,219.00
Pledged, Not Paid.........................                               2,280.00
Amount to be Pledged...................                                   373.00
Donors..........................................                                      147
Percentage of Goal Paid................                                      96%

Weekly Offering
STEWARDSHIP REPORT

Weekend of August 3/4, 2024
Weekly Collection Needs.....................                       $ 8,652.85
Actual Collection.................................                           6,860.00
Capital Improvement...........................                               475.00
Special Collection...............................                                   n/a

Christ’s Mission Appeal



UPCOMING IN OUR PARISH

Safe Environment Training
St. John Vianney Parish will be hosting a Safe Environment/
VIRTUS Training on Tuesday, August 27 from 6:00-8:00 PM. 
This training is open to all volunteers, council and commission 
members, and liturgical ministers. Mass directors and 
ministers of hospitality are encouraged to attend. To register, 
please visit www.virtusonline.org or call the office at (989) 790-
5086.

Parish Picnic
Save the date for our Parish Picnic -- Sunday, August 25 
following 10:00 AM Mass. The festivities will begin with outdoor 
Mass in the parking lot followed by our picnic. Hot dogs, brats, 
and beverages will be provided. Please sign up so we have an 
accurate count for meat and to bring a dish-to-pass!

Baptism Preparation Class
Baptism Preparation Class will be held at St. Agnes Parish on 
Wednesday, August 14 at 6:00 PM. This class is open to all 
parishioners of St. Agnes and St. John Vianney Parishes who 
have an infant or young child that is in need of being baptized. 
For more information and to register, please contact the St. 
Agnes Parish office at (989) 695-5652.

IN OUR PARISH
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MUSIC MINISTRYLITURGIES
Saturday, Aug. 10 - Vigil: Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 PM Private Confession
5:00 PM Mass - Fr. Richard

Sunday, Aug. 11 - Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:00 AM Mass - Fr. Richard

Wednesday, Aug. 14 - Vigil: Assumption of Mary
7:00 PM Mass - Fr. Christian

Saturday, Aug. 17 - Vigil: Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM Private Confession
5:00 PM Mass - Mission Appeal

Sunday, Aug. 18 - Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:00 AM Mass - Mission Appeal

MEETINGS & GATHERINGS
Monday, August 12

11:30 AM Fatima Rosary Prayer Group
Wednesday, August 14

1:00 PM Rosary Prayer Group
6:00 PM Baptism Prep. Class at St. Agnes
Bulletin Articles due for August 25 bulletin.

Monday, August 19
11:30 AM Fatima Rosary Prayer Group

Wednesday, August 21
1:00 PM Rosary Prayer Group
Bulletin Articles due for September 1 & 8 bulletins.

Thursday, August 22
6:00 PM Faith Formation Meeting
6:00 PM Finance Council Meeting
6:30 PM Christian Service Commission Meeting

Sunday, August 25
Parish Picnic following Mass

MASS INTENTIONS
Wednesday, August 14, 2024    12:00 PM
Albert and Cheryl Evangelista and Family

Nancy Evans and Family
Benjamin and Shaena Faubert and Family

Brian and Gail Faubert and Family
Charles Ferens and Family

Sunday, August 18, 2024    10:00 AM
Theodora Nogaski +

Every Wednesday Mass we will pray for the needs and intentions  
of five parish families, unless there is a Mass intention 

already requested for that day.

ASSUMPTION OF THE BL. VIRGIN MARY
This Thursday, August 15 is the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This is a Holy Day 
of Obligation. Please plan to join us for Mass at one of our 
Mass times:

Wednesday, August 14
7:00 PM	      Mass at St. John Vianney Parish

Thursday, August 15
6:30 PM	      Mass at St. Agnes Parish



Sunday Readings
First Reading: 1 Kings 19:4-8
The prophet Elijah was exhausted and prayed for death under 
a broom tree. How do you help a friend or family member who 
has such despair?    
Second Reading: Ephesians 4:30-5:2
Paul’s high standard for living in the community of believers 
was literally unheard of in the ancient world. How can any 
community of faith achieve such an ideal way of living? 
Gospel: John 6:41-51
Despite opposition from those who knew Jesus and his family 
personally, Jesus offered eternal life to all who believe in him. 
How can someone remain open to new or challenging ideas?

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

This week we hear Jesus say, “He that 
believes in me, has eternal life” (John 6:47). 
These straightforward words, uttered by 
human lips, sound — how to put this? — insane. 
Who could possibly say such a thing? Jesus 
says things that are so high, so demanding, so 
beyond our capacity to fathom, we hardly 
know what to do with them and (if you’re like 
me), they usually go in one ear and out the 
other. So, let us ask: how can believing in him 
lead to eternal life?

To believe in something means not just to 
acknowledge its existence, but also to orient 
yourself entirely to it. If a football player believes in his 
team, it means he puts his life totally at the service of 
that goal. If a student believes in her dream to become a 
doctor, she gives everything she has to her studies and 
preparation for her MCAT test. Belief means to move 
boldly toward something we love, and trust is possible to 
attain. 

What is the highest possible good at which we can aim? 
It is God himself, the gift of eternal life without end. 
Jesus has made this “good” possible in and through his 
human nature. To believe in him means to have him as 
our ultimate goal. This week let’s believe the truth of 
these words and make practical decisions to orient 
ourselves toward what we see available in him: eternal 
life.

— Father John Muir

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

GOSPEL MEDITATION
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 11
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (9a)/Eph 4:30—
5:2/Jn 6:41-51
Monday: Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/Mt 17:22-27 
Tuesday: Ez 2:8—3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131/Mt 18:1-5, 
10, 12-14  
Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 18:15-20    
Thursday: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16/1 Cor 
15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56  
Friday: Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6/Mt 
19:3-12   
Saturday: Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19/Mt 
19:13-15 
Next Sunday: Prv 9:1-6/Ps 34:2-3, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 (9a)/Eph 
5:15-20/Jn 6:51-58
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Evensong 2024 “Here I am, Lord”
An evening of Prayer and Song for Vocations featuring 
the priests of the Diocese of Saginaw will take place on 
Wednesday, August 29, 2024 at 7:00 PM at All Saints Parish, 
St. James Church, 710 Columbus Ave, Bay City, MI 48708.  
Reception following at Langley Hall.  Please contact All Saints 
Parish at (989) 893-4693 for more information. A freewill 
offering will be taken for the Seminarians of the Diocese of 
Saginaw.

Holy Hour with Bishop Gruss
The next Holy Hour for Vocations will be at St. Mary University 
Parish in Mt. Pleasant, on Tuesday, August 27, 2024 from 
7:00-8:00 PM.  The full 2024 Holy Hour for Vocations schedule 
is published and can be found on the diocesan website  
https://saginaw.org/holy-hours-vocations. 

The Genesis Mission
Do you want to feel more confident and know exactly what to 
do to get started in sharing Jesus with family, friends, and 
acquaintances? Join us on Saturday, August 17, from 8:00 
AM to 4:00 PM, at the Center for Ministry to experience the 
Genesis Method. You will learn step-by-step break downs of 
the basic components of a fruitful encounter. It can be used 
by anyone because it is rooted in the act and art of meaningful 
conversation. There is no cost for the event; please register 
at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8-17-24 or call (989) 
797-6654. For a full event schedule, please see the flyer on 
the kiosk in the gathering area.

DIOCESAN INFORMATION

Liturgical Minister Schedule
The time has come to begin working on the next liturgical 
minister schedule. If there are dates you and your family are 
unable to serve for the months of November 2024 - February 
2025, or if you would like to update your ministry preferences/
contact information, please let the parish office know. You may 
submit your requests by filling out the change sheet in the 
gathering area or by emailing Alex at aserrato@sjv.diosag.org 
by Tuesday, September 3. Thank you! 

Liturgical Minister sign-up sheets for our Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mass are now available 
in the gathering area. If you are able to serve at this Mass  on 
Wednesday, August 14, please sign up as soon as possible.

Diocesan Jubilee Mass
Join us in celebrating the 65th Anniversary of Fr. 
Richard Jozwiak’s Priestly Ordination. This Jubilee 
Mass will be celebrated on Monday, August 12 at 
6:00 PM at the Cathedral of Mary of the Assumption. 
Please see the flyer in the gathering area for more 
information. Everyone is invited to celebrate in this 
Mass!

Catholic Schoolhouse
Catholic Schoolhouse, a local home-school 
program, is currently registering families for the 
2024/2025 academic year at St. John Vianney 
Parish in Saginaw. More than an academic co-op, 
Catholic Schoolhouse is a structured program 
meeting weekly for home-schoolers that includes 
chorus, two hours of classroom instruction, hands-
on science, art projects, and also opportunities for 
socializing outside of class. Please contact Angie 
for more info at (810) 417-6382 or saginawmi@

catholicschoolhouse.com

IN OUR PARISH, CONTINUED

NEW MASS SCHEDULE
Beginning the weekend of September 7/8, 2024 there will 
be a new Mass schedule for St. Agnes and St. John Vianney 
Parishes. The new Mass schedule is as listed below:

Saturday	 3:00 PM - Confession, St. Agnes Parish
		  4:00 PM - Mass, St. Agnes Parish
		  4:30 PM - Confession, SJV Parish
		  5:30 PM - Mass, St. John Vianney Parish

Sunday	 9:00 AM - Mass, St. John Vianney Parish
		  10:30 AM - Mass, St. Agnes Parish

Please note, confessions are also available by 
appointment. We invite all of our parishioners to celebrate 
in the weekend Mass that best suits your needs and 
preferences. We thank everyone in our linked parish 
community for your patience and understanding with our 
new schedule.
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SAINT OF THE WEEK

Jesus tells us that he is the living bread that came down 
from heaven. His actions, his example, his teachings — 
they are not just words on a page, stories from a moth-
eaten history book. They are life. They are food for our 
journey, and they are forever.

Servant of God Darwin Ramos    
Biography
Servant of God Darwin Ramos, a poor Filipino boy, 
died from muscular dystrophy at the age of 17. Never 
brought low by the disease, he spoke of his illness as 
his “mission for Jesus.” Many were blessed by his 
smile and compassionate friendship. He was known 
as the Master of Joy.

Prayer
O God of all Joy, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
you never leave alone
those who are in a time of trial.

We thank you for giving us,
in Darwin Ramos, a street child,
in illuminating example of Christian life.

During his short life you gave him the grace
of simple never-failing faith,
of joyful hope in illness,
of endless charitable concern for his neighbor.

We pray you grant your servant Darwin
glorification on earth
so that young and sick people
may find in him a master of Joy.

Through his intercession, hear our prayer,
[express your intention here].

We ask this, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
Amen.

(Prayer Source:https://darwin-ramos.org/prayers/)

Question: Who baptized Jesus?

Answer: His cousin, John the Baptist.
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Experience the
Dobis Difference

Great Lakes Bay Region 
Premier Contractor!

We Make it Easy, One 
Company Does It All!

• Residential / Commercial
• Hardscaping
• Grounds Maintenance
• Sprinkler Systems
• Landscape Design
• Winter Services

	 PO BOX 602 • FREELAND MI	 989.695.2515

2919 Court St. • Saginaw
989-793-8650

www.paxsondental.com

BEYER ROOFING
Family owned & operated for over 61 years

Duro-last Single Ply Roof Systems
Commercial • Industrial

	 6241 Sherman • Saginaw

	 989-754-7741

D&L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly "Dan Van ... The Roofing Man")

47 years local business experience with:
Seamless Gutters, Custom Siding & Trim Work,

Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,
Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair.

Call Anytime 989-529-3020
FREE ESTIMATES

Serving the Tri-Cities Since 2003
Family Owned & Operated
5155 Midland Rd. / Freeland

989-695-5843
www.midstatecollision.com

An A&D NURSE is like having 
A NURSE in your FAMILY

Roselyn Argyle

President

(989) 249-0929

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Craig Davis

cdavis@4LPi.com • (216) 325-6825 x6259

3500 Wadsworth Road, Saginaw, MI 48601

989-752-5625
www.abelegreenhouse.com

Let us make your 
outdoors beautiful!

DOOR SALES
SINCE 1939

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

Sales
Installation

Repair

2835 Universal Drive
(989) 793-2942

	 (989) 791-4515

3775 North Center
(Between Shattuck & McCarty)

Ronald Snow, Jr. • Brandon Hurren
Emilie Peitsch

www.snowfuneralhome.net

Rent includes all Utilities, Housekeeping,
Transportation & Meals

(989) 797-3600
www.wescourtretirement.com

Give up your chores & stress, Not your independence


