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THE DORMITION OF THE MOST HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

     �

T 

he Lord who, on Sinai, gave the Fifth Commandment: “Honor thy father and thy mother”, showed by His 

own example how one must reverence one’s parents. Hanging in agony on the Cross, He remembered His 

mother, and, indicating the Apostle John, said to her: ‘Woman, behold thy son!’, and to John: ‘Behold thy �

mother!’ And, with this concern for His mother, He breathed His last. John had a home on Sion in Jerusalem, 

where he settled the Mother of God and left her to pass her remaining days on earth. By her prayers, her kindly 

advice, her meekness and patience, she was of immense help to her Son’s Apostles. She spent virtually the rest 

of her life in Jerusalem, often going round the places that reminded her of the great events and the great works 

associated with and performed by her Son. She especially visited Golgotha, Bethlehem and the Mount of Olives. 

Of her journeys farther afield, her visit to St. Ignatius the God�Bearer is recorded, as are those to St. Lazarus the 

Four�days�dead, Bishop of Cyprus, to the Holy Mountain, to which she gave her blessing, and her stay in �

Ephesus with John during a fierce persecution of Christians in Jerusalem. In old age, she often prayed to her 

Lord and God on the Mount of Olives, on the spot from which He ascended, to take her from this world. One 

day, the Archangel Gabriel appeared to her and revealed that she would enter into rest in three days’ time, and 

the angel gave her a palm�branch to be carried in her funeral procession. She returned home with great joy, with 

the heartfelt hope that she would see Christ’s Apostles once more in this life. 

The Lord fulfilled her desire and all the Apostles, brought by angels and clouds, 

gathered together at John’s house on Sion. It was with great joy that she saw 

the Holy Apostles, and she encouraged, advised and upheld them, then �

peacefully gave her soul into God’s hands without the slightest physical pain or 

struggle. The Apostles took the coffin containing her body, from which an �

aromatic fragrance arose, and accompanied by many Christians, took it to the 

Garden of Gethsemane, to the grave of SS. Joachim and Anna. By God’s �

providence, they were hidden from the wicked Jews by a cloud. A Jewish priest, 

Antony, touched the coffin with his hand, intending to overturn it, but at that �

moment an angel of God cut off both his hands. He cried out with the pain, �

begging the Apostles’ help, and was healed in confessing his faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  It was left to the Apostle Thomas, who was delayed, again by 

God’s providence, to reveal a new and glorious mystery about the Holy Mother 

of God. He arrived on the third day, and desired to embrace the body of the �

Holy and Most Pure. When the Apostles opened her grave, he found only the 

winding�sheet�the body was not in the grave. That evening, she appeared to 

the Apostles, surrounded by a multitude of angels, and said to them: ‘Rejoice; I 

will be with you always!’ It is not known exactly how old the Mother of God was 

at the time of her falling�asleep, but the prevailing belief is that she had reached 

the age of sixty.�   � � � � � � �

August 15, 2021�

Issue 797�

�18100 Merriman Road � Livonia, Michigan 48152  � www.stmarylivonia.com  �  Office: (734)�422�0010 � �

Sunday Services 

Confession: 8:30AM 

Matins: 9:00AM 

Divine Liturgy: 10:00AM 

St. Mary’s Cultural 

and Banquet Center 

(734) 421-9220 

Daily Confession by Appointment -  Call the Church Office 

“And the disciples were first called 

Christians in Antioch.”  Acts 11:26�

The Antiochian Orthodox�

Basilica of St. Mary�

�

Fr. George Shalhoub �  Pastor�

Fr. Jim King � Pastor of Youth & �

                Pastoral Outreach Programs�

Archdeacon Issa Rizkallah  †    �

Deacon Dr. Dennis Bojrab �

Deacon Samer Hanna�

Nancy Ghannam � Parish Council              

Chairwoman�

Melanie Makool � Choir Director�

Stacey Badeen � Church Administrator�

Sonya Kassis � Parish Ministries�

                          Coordinator�

Olive Awad � Administrative Assistant�

Sami Azzouz/Ziad Abojamra/�

Nabeel Mashni � Ushers�

Dr. Tom Saba � Young Adults��

                          St. John Divine�

Saada Matta � Ladies Society�

                        President�

Lina Nunu�Matta � Arabic School�

Abeer Samaan � Montessori School �

                        Director � 734�743�5601�

Keith Rowe � Cultural Center General�

                       Manager 734�421�9220�

The Light of Christ 

AL-NOUR 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY: 

 

THE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX BASILICA OF ST. MARY  



Page 2 The Antiochian Orthodox Basilica of St. Mary 

�

�

�

THE EPISTLE �

�

My soul magnifies the Lord,�

And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.�

For He has regarded the low estate of His handmaiden.�

�

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians�

Chapter 2:5�11�

B 

rethren, let this mind be in you, which is also in Christ Jesus; Who, being in 

the form of God, did not think it robbery to be equal with God, but emptied 

Himself, taking the form of a bond�servant, becoming Himself in the likeness of 

men; and being found in fashion as a man. He humbled Himself, becoming 

obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross. For this cause also God highly 

exalted Him, and gave Him a Name which is above every name; that in the Name 

of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and those who are 

on earth, and those who are under the earth, and that every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

THE GOSPEL�

�

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke�

Chapter 10:38�42; 11:27�28�

A 

t that time, Jesus entered a certain village; and a woman named Martha 

received Him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the 

Lord’s feet and listened to His teaching. But Martha was distracted with much 

serving; and she went to Him and said, “Lord, dost Thou not care that my sister 

has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, 

“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things; one thing is 

needful. Mary has chosen the good portion, which shall not be taken away from 

her.” As He said this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, 

“Blessed is the womb that bore Thee, and the breasts that Thou didst suck!” But 

He said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”�
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Please visit www.stmarylivonia.com for details about ministry ac�vi�es and events happening at the Basilica of Saint Mary.  �

If you have any ques�ons regarding Youth and Outreach Ministries, please contact Fr. Jim King or Sonya Kassis at (734) 422�0010.�

The Basilica of Saint Mary�

Camp St. Mary�The Final Week! �

� � Thanks to all the volunteers who made this summer possible. This includes our directors, counselors, clergy, 

and parents. Thanks to our sponsors, and of course to our campers for an incredible summer! We hope to see you all this fall in 

church school and next summer for another great year of CSM! �



Are You Looking for Someone to Take Care of a Loved 
One in Their Own Home?

Please Call ELIZABETH at: (248) 755-3436

SWEET ANGELS
HOME CARE

ROB’S HEATING
& COOLING LLC

We service all makes and models 
Furnaces • AC • Humidifiers

Boilers • Water Heaters 
734-728-5717

carpets P laminates P hardwood P floors

 1400 N. Wayne • Westland 
 734-729-6200

 10% DISCOUNT ON LABOR

21095 Farmington Rd
Farmington Hills

CATERING AVAILABLE
248-579-6858

www.houseoffalafelmi.com
david and rania kharsa - parishioners

Over 20 Years Experience • Licensed & Fully Insured

the
original

 • tree & shrub removal
 • lot clearings
 • tree & shrub trimming 
 • storm damage
 • firewood
 • 24 hour emergency service
 *Not affiliated with any other budget tree service

FREE ESTIMATES
800-964-7785 - ASK FOR AXEL OR ERIC

30%30%  for seniors
OFFOFF  *with coupon. limit 1 coupon per job.

  limited time offer on coupon.

 1-D-2-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0262

TOO HOT?  TOO COLD?
NO HOT WATER?  DUCTWORK DIRTY?

CALL US WE CAN HELP!

313-395-1144

we fix broken springs

since 1955

Garage Doors, Openers, Steel & Fiberglass Entry Doors
14351 w. warren, dearborn

 313.581.7300 www.jandoor.com

residential - commercial - industrial

Craig R. Zitterman, general manager
35667 W. Eight Mile Rd., Livonia

248-477-4460
GlenEdenMemorialPark.org

Where Families of Faith Remember 
Christ’s Promises

Complete Auto & Truck Repair
Art Elliason-Owner 17175 Middlebelt
(734) 522-7222 Livonia, MI 48152

Parkview MeMorial CeMetery
Serving the Community since 1926

34205 Five Mile Rd.
Just west of Farmington Rd.

734.421.6120

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service
734-526-4176    WaterWorkPlumbing.com

www.vermeulenfh.com

WESTLAND
980 N. Newburgh Rd.

Westland MI, 48185
734-326-1300

PLYMOUTH
46401 Ann Arbor Rd. W
Plymouth MI, 48170
734-459-2250

Vermeulen-SajewSki
 funeral cremation
 homes services

37000 Six Mile Rd.,Livonia
734-591-3700

harryjwillfuneralhome.comWayne & Redford Chapels
Ask about our Silver & Gold Trips

Contact Dom DiPasqua
to place an ad today! 
ddipasqua@4LPi.com 

or (800) 477-4574 x6637
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PRAYER CORNER 

memorials 

I 

 am the Resurrection and 

the Life. He who believes in �

Me shall never die.” �

(John 11:25) �

   Aug. 22nd � 40 day memorial in loving�

   memory of Nicola Ibrahim Nunu �

   offered by the family,�

   Aug. 22nd � 6 month memorial in �

   loving memory of Johnny Ziadeh �

   offered by his wife Joanna Ziadeh and�

   family,�

   Aug. 29th � 1 year memorial in loving�

   memory of Norman Mashni offered by�

   his wife Georgette Mashni and family,�

Thank You�

“A Vigil Light is Burning” �

In Loving Devotion �

F 

or The Health and Well Being Of:  �

Louise Badeen, Samir, Dalia, Mariana, 

Manard Kahlil,�

I 

n Loving Memory Of: Joseph 

Michael Mouaikel, George Abodeely, �

HOLY BREAD OF �

OBLATION�

H 

oly Bread of Oblation �

is offered by the families in 

loving memory of:�

�

Pamela Khoury Ajlouny�

Fred Essa�

Farah Fakhoury�

Fouad Fakhoury�

Jalileh Fakhoury�

Nabih Ayoub Hanna�

Jamal Kakish�

Rola Kassis�

Amjad George Saba�

Boulos and Helen Saba�

George and Martha Sackllah�

Hala Sackllah�

L 

ord, You are the physician of 

our souls and body. We pray You 

grant the following parishioners 

good health and blessings and for the 

safety of our homes and nation from 

the coronavirus:  �

Metropolitan PAUL Yazigi, �

Archbishop Youhanna Ibrahim, all 

those suffering from the Corona-

virus,  all doctors and nurses, all first 

responders, Dr. Mathew Beshara,  

Joe and Elaine Darany, Norman �

Ansara, Martha Burkmyre, Michael 

Isa Khoury, Danny Abraham, Hiam 

Kakish, Mary Qassis, Violet, Muna 

Khalife, Fred Salah, Tony Khashan,�

T 

he following parishioners and 

friends of the Basilica of St. 

Mary have given special donations 

to the Church in the past few 

weeks:�

$100�For the health and well being 

of newly baptized Oliver Kameel 

offered by his parents Paul and 

Kamel Kanaan,�

$100�In loving memory of Esam 

Misleh offered by his brother �

David and Lillian Misleh,�

$100�In loving memory of Fred 

Essa, George and Martha Sackllah 

and Hala Sackllah offered by Hana 

Essa,�

$100�In loving memory of �

husband Nabih Ayoub Hanna, �

parents Boulos Jiries and Helen 

Saba and nephew Amjad George 

Saba offered by Leila Saba Hanna,�

$300�In loving memory of Pamela 

Khoury Ajlouny offered by her 

husband Jimmy Ajlouny,�

$500�For the health and well being 

of their children and grandchildren 

offered by Dr. Nabil and Isabelle 

Sultani,�

Condolences�

T 

he clergy and  �

parishioners at the Basilica of 

St. Mary extend their deepest �

sympathy to wife Laila Abojamra, 

children George, Sandy and �

Michael, mother�in�law Mona �

Alkassis, brother�in�law Ziad and 

Christina Abojamra and the entire 

Eid and Abojamra family on the 

passing of Haissam Eid in the �

United Arab Emirates.�

�

May his memory be eternal.�

�

�

OUR NEW ARRIVALS�

C 

ongratulations and best �

wishes to Majid and Michele �

Khalil on the birth of their baby 

Malia Monique. Proud grand�

parents are Talal and Ibtisam �

Khalil and Michael and Janice 

Janssen.�

 �

May God bless parents,  �

grandparents and child.�

Condolences�

T 

he clergy and  �

parishioners at the Basilica of 

St. Mary extend their deepest �

sympathy to David and Lillian �

Misleh and the entire Misleh family 

on the passing of his brother, Esam 

Misleh in Pensacola, Florida.�

�

May his memory be eternal.�

�
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The Antiochian Orthodox Basilica of St. Mary 

Sponsors�

�

We are pleased to inform you 

that our Coffee Hour is back in 

the Activity Center. In order to 

continue serving coffee after the 

Liturgy, we need sponsors, not 

to make the coffee or buy �

supplies, but to help set�up and 

stay and clean�up afterwards.�

�

Please contact the church office 

if you are able to help.�


